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fistory ol Lee County, [llinois 


CHAPTER I 


THE INDIANS 


With the begiming of civilization in Lee county, Rock river 
was the dividing line between the Winnebagoes and the Pottawa- 
tomies, the former to the west of the river, the latter to the east, 
and southerly to the Hhnois river. Down stream the Winnebagoes 
oceupied the country as far as the prophet’s village, now Prophets- 
town in Whiteside county. 

Farther down the Saes and Foxes vecupied the country and 
their village, about two miles from the mouth, was the largest 
Tndian village in Northern Ulinois and one of the largest in the 
state. Of course these four tribes intermingled and intermarried 
in a measure and to that extent dwelt together in harmony. 

Mo state arbitrarily what Indians first occupied Lee eonnty 
would subject the writer to ridicule. It will be ny design therefore 
in looking backward after the earlier aborigines to use the earhest 
written information: ‘Charlevoix,’? annotated Dy that eninent 
and accurate scholar, John Gilmary Shea: ‘The Jesuit Relations,” 
annotated by Reuben Gold Thwaites; *‘Tandhook of Amerean 
Tndians.”? by Frederick Webb Tlodge: the * Wisconsin Historical 
Collections’?; ‘*Schooleraft.” Melxenney and = Hall: Carver: 
Reports of Seeretary of War; The Indian Tribes of the Upper 
Mississippi Valley,” by Emma Helen Blair, and other works. 

The Tlinois or Mlinois Confederation of Algonquin tribes, occu- 
pied the Rock river country in 1722. This confederation was eom- 
posed of the Cahokias, Kaskaskias, Michigameas, (spelled in many 
wavs), Peorias, and Tamaroas. Hodge has added the Moingwena 
tribes. 

They were seattered over Northern Ilinois, Southern Wis- 
eonsin and the Mississippi river, on its west bank as far as the 
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Des Momes river, thence into the Tlinois interior at least as far 
as the Timois river and thenee south and southwesterly into 
the present Tnnaits of Jackson county. The whites first came 
inte aetual contact with them Cimless Nicollet visited them) at 
LaPointe (Shangawaunikong ), where in 1667 Alouez met a party 
Which was visiting that point for purposes of trade. In 1670 the 
smne prjest met a number of them at the Mascoutin village on 
Upper Pox river about nine miles from the present Portage City, 
Wis.: but at that time this band contemplated joining the Missis- 
sippi river tribes, 

It seems to be true that these tribes were revers. Wohien in 1673, 
the Marquette party passed down the Mississippi river, Marquette 
found the Peoria and Moingwena tribes on the west side, near the 
mouth of the Des Moines. Two months later he found them ou 
the [Minois river near the present city of Peoria. 

The reason perhaps for their many changes, was because they 
were harassed constantly hy Sioux, Foxes and other northern 
tribes and the powerful lroquois from the East. The murder of 
Pontiae by a Kaskaskia Indian provoked the Great Lakes tribes 
and thereafter with great rapidity, the Hlini disappeared. 

At about the year 1722 when the Foxes besieged detachnents 
at Peoria, and ‘The Rock”? (on the Tlinvis river) the Tlini of 
Northern Hlinois consolidated with their brethren along the Missis- 
sippi, just as the Kaskaskias i 1700 had left their large village on 
the Hlinois, near where Utiea stands now, to settle in Jaekson 
county where they forded the village of Kaskaskia. Immediately 
upon leaving the Roek river country, the Winnebagoes from Wis- 
consin, and the Pottawatomies from the East, took possession of it 
and they were occupying Lee county when John Dixon took up his 
residence at the ferry. 

Joluv Dixon encountered no trouble with the Indians. His 
patriarchal appearance appealed to their eves and his sturdy 
honesty and unselfish dealings with then eaptured their hearts. 
Ele trusted them implicitly and not a single Winnebago ever tried 
to cheat him. Owanieo the best known to rule over the Winne- 
bagoes of these parts, was especially fond of Father Dixon. 

Just fo indicate the paucity ta numbers, of Northern Tlinois 
uidians let me borrow a few tiguves from ‘Sehooleraft,? who in 
turn took them fromthe War Department. In 1806, Lient. Zebulon 
M. Pike estimated the total Sauks, 22850; the total Foxes, 1.750: the 
fatal Winnebavoes, 1,950. fa Jamuary, 1825, all the Lndians in 
Pndiana and Hlinois were 11,579, and of these the Sauks and Foxes 
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in Lilinois numbered 6,400, In the same year, the War Department 
reported 6,500 Pottawatomies in Michigan, Indiana and Illinois; 
‘‘A considerable band of them . . . reside in Illinois and 
another band npon the Rock river. Ji that same year the total of 
all the Sanks was reported 5,000 and of all the Foxes, 1,600 and of 
all the Winnebagves 5,800 in Wisconsin and Illinois. At the same 
time Rock river was declared to be the eastern boumndary of Winne- 
Dago territory. 

In 1836 the Sanks were reported to nmnber 4.800; the Foxes 
1,600; the Winnebagoes 4,500, while the Pottawatomies of Michi- 
gan and Ihnois munbered but 1,500. No Winnebago villages in Lee 
county have been known to exist east of Rock river. Any other 
Indian villages which may have existed in Lee county were 
Pottawatomie villages, the most important of which was that of 
Shab-o-na, and which by the bye was lveated just over the line into 
Delxalb coumty—Shab-o-na, an Ottawa, the chief of that tribe, 
while a famons rover, seldom visited Dixon or other Rock river 
points. During the Black Hawk invasion he came here many times 
and Ins inestimable services during that period endeared him to 
every white person. He belonged properly to DelKalb county. 
Wherefore, aside from the Black Hawk trouble, Lee county had 
httle to do with Indians. 

Besides the village im which Mack located, another village 
was located in Wyoming township ealled im the Prairie du Chien 
Treaty of 1829, **The As-sim-in-ch-kon, or Paw Paw grove.’’ his 
village was loeated on the spot conveved by the treaty to Pierre 
Leelere, known to the Lee connty records as Leclere, 

Along the river ueay Dixon, many Indian families dwelt, but so 
far as can be found, they lived in elamps of three or four fannies or 
fires and not as a village. ‘These two villages ave the only ones I 
have been able to loeate in Lee county and I am reasonably con- 
fident there were no others. Both were Pottawatomie villages. 
Sha-bo-na’s may have lapped over into Lee eounty, but from its 
location in Dekalb county, | do not see how it could. 

Tt mav he interesting to learn before leaving the Winnebagoes 
that their first title was the Ochangeas. The Freneh nicknamed 
them Puants from the habit they had of dyvving fish in the fall, 
against their tents, from which noiseme smells arose; thus, Puants, 
jr ie, or Siinkere, 

In 1832 the seeond Black Hawk eampaign, brought to Lee 
eomuty, all of the Indian forces and at Dixon’s Ferry the white 
troops rendezvonsed and at Dixon's Ferry Gen, Trenry Atkinson, 
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vf the United States army maintained his headquarters. After 
concentrating at the mouth of Rock river, the militia was sworn 
intu the United States service by General Atkinson. This disposes 
of the old and much believed tradition that Lieut. Jefferson Davis 
swore the troops, invluding Capt. Abraham Lincoln, into the 
service at Dixon's ferry. | have in my possession the o1iginal 
letter written by Brig.-Maj. Nathaniel Buckmaster, the day after 
the event, in whieh he states that Atkinson swore them in at the 
mouth of Rock river. 

This Black Hawk was no chief: he was a brave and nothing 
more. Forsyth, the agent, took occasion to make this statement 
many times and if the reader will take the time to read the treaties 
with the Saes (Sauks) he will notice that Black Hawk invariably 
signs with the braves, never with the chiefs. Cov. John Reynolds, 
who had an intimate acquaintance with him takes the pains to 
explain that he was not a chief, shuply a leader of a few Indians, 
devoted to the British, who accepted British pensions and annuities 
and who were styled the “British Band."" He was a person of 
infinite daring and binte courage, but aaian of no sort of capacity 
for military affairs. Led by a white man of genius and courage, 
Blaek Hawk was capable of executing small commissions, like the 
one under Captain Anderson at the mouth of Rock river. But in 
larger affairs he either lacked a sense of honor or else tired easily 
wud was what is stvled a ‘quitter, as for istance his escapade at 
the Battle of the Thames. With mneh pemp and ceremony he 
enlisted with the British; marehed to Biitish headquarters in 
Wisconsiu:; was dubbed ‘General Black Hawk" and was presented 
with a sword. With his band he marched to the seene of action. 
Wher at the Battle of the Thanies, le saw Teenmseh fall and 
learned that the Americans could fight, notwithstanding lis many 
predictions to the contrary, he deliberately deserted and returned 
to his village back in HWhnois, Asan orator Black Hawk possessed 
undoubted ability. There was but one other Sac whe could equal 
hint in eloquence and that was the iatehless Keokuk and after 
Black Hawk had harangued the vast majority of his tribe into 
favoring his scheme of 1832, Keokuk it was who appeared on the 
seene and arened the seheme into disfavor. Weoknk was the chief 
of Black Hawk's tribe. not Black Hawk, and instead of nauseating 
the pages of history by ereeting at Oregon an heroie monument to 
“Chief Black Tlawk, the author of the stupid projeet should have 
leammed a little history and directed his genins to the memory of 
eood old Sha-bo-na, the evandest of all Western Tndians, or else to 
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some other Indian who had the right to overlook the Rock viver 
country around Oregon. Black awk was a trespasser the noment 
he put his foot into the conntry above the prophet’s village in 
Whiteside euunty. Above that point it was Winnebago and Potta- 
watomie country and never Sac territory. The latter was contined 
in Ilinois toa narrow strip along the bak of the Mississippi river. 

Black Hawk had signed many treaties, each one confirming ¢ 
former one, until the first one of 1804, which was Blaek Hawk's 
first alleged cause for dispute with the whites, had been contirmed 
many tines. This Indian would remain tranquil for a time, aecept 
the bounty of the United States and of England at the same time, 
until his restless spirit demanded diversion, then the Treaty of 1804 
and its subsequent confirmations would be denounced and later a 
disturbance would follow. Forsyth, the Sac agent, wrote the War 
Department to this fact so fay back as the earty ‘20s and therein 
named Blaek Hawk, ‘‘who is not a ehief,”’ as the disturbing agent. 

In 1831 Black Hawk endeavored to cross over into Hhnois from 
his Towa abode for purposes of war. Governor Reynolds sent a 
foree of militia to aet in conjunetion with General Gaines in expell- 
ing him. By the time the militia had reached the mouth of Rock 
miver, Black Hawk and bis hand, at the show of such foreos, 
netranel to the Iowa side withont attempting a blow. At. the 
request of General Gaines another treaty coufimming the one of 
1804, obviating all of Black Hawk's objections and engaging to 
remain peaceful thereafter, was signed by Black Hawk and the 
whites had every reason to believe he would remain on the west 
side of the Mississippi. 

It has been urged that the whites aggravated him, ridiculed hin, 
converted the lands of his tribe and soon. Black Hawk lacked the 
capacity of Keokuk to observe the gradual decrease in numbers of 
the Indians and the gradnal advances of etvilization which 
demanded lands the Hidians were not actually using. Black Lawk 
lacked capacity. [is inerals were not of an order to inspire a great 
following or father a great cause. The whites may have quarreled 
with him, as with themselves. But it is notiecable that Black Hawk 
abont this time, after agreeing to remain on his new lands in Towa. 
seemed to delight in returning to the Tiinois side te have another 
quarrel and take perhaps some more a@eravations, ald even As as 
been claimed, a beating. 

Tn 1832 his restless spirit incited his last act of warfare. He 
got a few followers to agree to a raid. He eame very close to 
sneeess in his efforts to enlist a large following: but Keoknk, ever 
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watchful for material advantages for his people, by a speech of 
matchless eloguenee, took from Blaek Taw almost his last recruit. 
With the rag-tag, therefore, of the Rock river Sacs, Blaek 
Hawk recrossed the Mississippi, under pretense to the whites of 
making com with his friends, the Winnebagoes, but with the 
avowed purpose to his followers of annihilating the whites. His 
apologists insist he did not mean war beeause he took with him his 
women. The apology demonstrates lis stupidity. Ikeokuk in his 
speech won back the Saes by dvawing a picture of the very conse- 
quences Which befell Black Hawk. Neokuk iusisted that war with 
the great numbers of whites in the country meant annihilation. 
Black Hawk could not see it and did not see it witil he was taken 
ina grand tour all over the East. All too late Black Hawk saw 
and believed and ever after le lived a model life and whatever of 
conmendation he secured, he derived it after that fruitful tour. 
Once move Governor Reynolds sent forward a large body of militia 
foomeet the revular tr oops at the mouth of Roek mver. There they 
were sworn into the service and dumediately they marehed up the 
river to Dixon's Ferry. At that point two battalions of mounted 
iifantry under Majors Stiliman and Bailes, numbering about two 
Inindred and seventy-five men from the Hnoeis river country were 
met, and John Dixon reported that Black Hawk and his following 
of something Hke six or eight hundred had moved up the river 
to a point near Old Man’s ereek. Stillman demanded that he he 
permitted to pursue and amnbilate the Indians. Governor Rev- 
volds, who desired ahways to make himself solid politically, against 
Wiser gonmusel consented, aid on the morning of Shay 13, 1352, 
the Stillman and Bailey battalions joined hy Colonel Strode 
and others desirous of securing fanie, followed. A furious 
rainstovm compelled a halt over-anght when but a few miles out 
and the soldiers did not reach Old Ma's eveek until about dark of 
the Tth. They had dismounted and were preparing supper when a 
party of three, bearing a flag of truce from Black ITawk, appeared 
ona till Tustead of respecting it, a squad of soldiers mounted 
hastily, shot the flag bearer, took another of the party prisoner and 
pellmelh half the armay followed the fleeing third tndian. When 
he and Diack Phawk’s five piekets or vedettes, sent to observe the 
reeeplion of the flag. came tumbling into Blaek Taawk’s cenmyp, 
Blaek Tbasvk became enraged and tarning with a mere handful of 
followers plunged into the onconime whites, with the fury and 
noise of a thunder storm. The frightened whites at onee turned 
to flee, Crightening in there theht. all those who behind them, had 
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been pursucrs. By the time this fleeing mass of frightened hiuan- 
ity reached eamp on Old Man's creck, fright had become so cou- 
tagious that most of the nen had becoine positively Insane. A. few 
only retained their composure. They remained and attempted to 
stop the stampede and stop the advance of the Indians. These were 
Capt. John G. Adams of Tazewell county, David Kreeps, Zadock 
Mendinall and Isaac Perkins of his company; James Milton; 
Tyrus M. Childs, Joseph B. Farris, Bird W. EUis, John Walters, 
Joseph Draper, and James Doty of other companies. On the side 
of the hill leading from the highland to the creek, these men stood 
their ground and were killed, most of them outright. two badly 
wounded who erawled, one five miles south of the seene and one 
two and a half miles south, where they died and were buried. 

All that night stragelers came tumbling into Dixon's Ferry. 
Through the lawlessness of the troops, but one day's provisions 
remained ; the rest had been left behind after burning the prophet’s 
village so that a foreed march might be made to Dixon. 

Governor Reynolds called his officers to his tent and after a 
consultation, it was decided to call out additional forces. The 
troops had begun to mmtaimur about neglected crops baek home. 
Reynolds sent lis messengers back into the southerm part of the 
state with his proclamation. Meantime on the 15th the army 
marehed to the seene. buried the dead, canped over night and 
retimned next day to Dixon's Ferry, 

By this time Gen. Henry Atkinson with the regulars bad 
reached Dixon’s Ferry, and here he established his headquarters. 
It was ordered at once that the militia wader Reynolds and Gen. 
Samuel Whiteside and the regulars under Lt.-Col, Zachary Taylor 
proceed up-stream and overtake Black Hawk. That wiley Indian, 
however, had disposed his forces artfully. The women and old 
men he sent up into the Roek river swainps of Wisconsin, while he 
remained near to pounce upon detachments and harass the whites 
wherever he night. 

At a point over in Dekalb county, the troops murmured so 
loudly for a discharge that a discharge was ordered and marehing 
to the month of the Fox river. they were mustered out. 

While at Dixon, Abrahain Lincoln was a captain of one of the 
militia companies. Lieut. Jefferson Davis was aid and adjutant to 
Tavlor, Lieut. Robert Anderson, Lieut. Albert Sidney Johnston, 
Gen. Henry Dodge, Col, Willian S. Hamilton, and many other 
notable men and soldiers were numbered in that little fronticr army 
at Dixon. 
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Pending the formation of the new army. two companies from 
Fry's new battalion were ordered to mareh from Ottawa to Galena 
to protect the frontier, then the scene of several murders. Capt. 
Elijah Tes was captain of one company and Abraham Lincoln was 
a private in it. The other company was commanded by Capt. 
Adam W. Snyder. They marched back to Dixon's Ferry, Les’ 
company first. This company from Dixon's Ferry was piloted to 
Galena by John Dixon. After resting a brief period it marehed 
back without event to Dixon’s Ferry, thence onto Fort Wilbowrn 
the new point of concentration, where it was mustered out. Captain 
Snyder's company was designated for the more perilous duty of 
establishing a base of supplies between Dixon's Ferry and Galena. 
At Dixon’s Ferry two companies of regulars under Major Bennet 
Riley, were detailed to eseort Snyder's company. After perform- 
ing his duty and encountering two engagements near NKelloge’s 
groye, Snyder's company returned to Dixon's Ferry and was mus- 
tered out. 

On June 1th, in order to make haste to cover the frontier 
between Dixon and Galena, still ravaged by the Indians who were 
murdering the whites, General Atkinson ordered Maj. John 
Dement forward with his battalion first te hunt for the nurderers 
vf Phillips in the Bureau woods, then to report to Colonel Taylor 
at Dixon's Perry. At the latter point Dement was ordered forward 
to maintain the roads to Galena which Major Riley had opened. 

At Nelloge’s grove, Major Dement fought the first battle in 
whieh Glick Haak received 4 check. It was a fitious felt im 
which the soldiers were disposed to act exactly as they did at Still- 
mans, and that too would have been a veut had it not been for 
Major Dement’s personal bravery. Tle iispired his men and after 
checking Black Hawk's advance, retired to the buildings impro- 
vised as a fort. From this point Black JIlawk finding himself 
nnable longer to cope with the heavy odds, retired to join lis women 
and old men in the fastnesses of the Rock river swamps near Lake 
Tforicon. 

By this time General Atkinson had disposed his amuy into three 
divisions to move forward from Dixon's Ferry. one under Alex- 
ander to move northwesterly to ent off a possible retreat; aiother 
under Posey to join Gen. Henry Dodge at Fort Tamilton, a 
middle ground, and the other under Gen. James 1. Henry, up the 
east bank of Rock viver. rom this moment. Dixon's Ferry had ne 
part im the war more than to become a reserve point for a sinall 
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force and also the objective point of Gen. Winfield Scott, who with 
his staff, which ineluded Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, reached Dixon, 
switched his army down stream to Fort Armstrong and then with 
his staff moved on to Galena and then Fort Crawford. Black 
Hawk’s capture, the treaties at Fort Armstrone followed, and 
Dixon’s Ferry, no longer the central point of the nation’s attention, 
subsided into the quiet routine of a little fav-away frontier post. 
Durning this period, John Dixon had been an active faetor as guide 
and connnissariat for the armiv. He led it clear throuel to the 
affair at the Bad Axe and returned heme to trade with the lidians 
and ferry passengers over the river. Years afterwards, Robert 
Anderson sent lim messages recalling the exciting days of 1852 
and years afterwards, Jefferson Davis, a powerful United States 
Senator, on the floor of the Senate appealed to the associations of 
those days and with John Dixon, to secure passage of a bill giving 
John Dixon relief in the nature of a land warrant for 160 acres of 
land. 

The close of the Black Hawk war sealed the doom of the Didians 
in THinois. Without delay they were removed to distant reser- 
vations. 

The following vear a Winnebago outbreak was feared, by Mv. 
Dixon and the few settlers of the country. Preparations were 
made to concentrate at Galena, but fortunately nothing came of it, 
and with the Indians of Northern [linois, moved to their reserva- 
tions, a short while thereafter, the Indians ceased to he factors in 
Lee county. 

Until the vear 1836, when they were finally paid off in full, 
many bands of Indians loitered around Dixon, Inlet and Paw Paw; 
but they all were very civil and when paid off, they left. 

Tt was my intention at first to hegin with the Treaty of St. Louis, 
in 1804 and notice each one which affected Lee county, but aside 
from the two Prairie du Chien Treaties of 1829, which disposed of 
the Lee county allotments, with the exception of the Ovee, Sha- 
bo-na and LeClere sections, they were of such minor importance as 
to carry no particular interest. The first of the two Prairie du 
Chien Treaties with the Chippewa, Ottawa and Pottawatomie 
tribes conveyed the lands south and east of Roek river and wits 
concluded July 29, 1829, by John MeNeil, Pierre Menard and 
Caleh Atwater: the other with the Wimebagnes. conveying all 
notth and west of the river, was concluded Aug. 1, 1829. by the 
saine commissioners. The Ogee and LeClere sections were in 
Wyoming township. 
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PIONEERS OF LEE COUNTY 


In the group of pioneers of Lee county are the following por- 
traits: Father Dixon, Rev. Pratt, C. Ve Anderson, Jamies P. Dixon, 
My. Atkins, Henry Decker, S. Rosenthal, Charles vers, Dr W. 
W. Wynn, Howard M. Gilbert, John Re Dixon, Fletcher Tinton, 
Timothy Sullivan, Antoine Juhan, Edward Sterhng, Dwight Hea- 
ton, Major Williams, Colonel Todd, Diae Moon, Olver Wagner, 
N. Underwood, Hlivam Mead, Charles Lawton, Mr Lord, Witham 
Dupuy, Wilham Buy, Mi. Whitney, Nathamel Wintnery, James 
Is. Cann, Si Bachman, Alain Detick, K. Wlitiey, W. E. Wei- 
bezahn, A. Thompson, J.C. Mead, Arthny Hanns, James A. Tlaw- 
le. Wallan diiaiz, 7) Gb. MMocller, Al benjamin, NX. Hansen, 
Mathias Schick, James B, Charters, Mlr. Karl, Prophet Alyers, 
Wallace Judd, B. F. Shaw, C. B. Thunmnell, Col. IL. T. Noble, John 
Lord, Alont Flatt, Collms Becker, Daniel W. MeKenney, William 
AN, Bethen, wei sovse, Memy Ko ostrone, Col, Whitney, trav, 
Charters, M. J. MeVeigh, GQ. A. Deland, Robert Laing, Benjamin 
Kessler, Amos Elnssey, Ehas Courtright, Abner Cogswell, Wail- 
liam Stevens, Jobn ths, D. R. Bowles, Deacon Vann, J.C. Avers, 
(ror Pratt... Olive Cok Wyent, Mrs slead, Jide Meaton, 
Felix Robinson, Mr Durkey, Deacon Ky, Jobn Tess, Thomas 
Morgan, Lawrence Wood, I. Bremer, Myr. Parks, Warren Sith, 
Mr. Crawford, Cv Willaims, Isaac Means, J.C. Leake, [sane Court- 
right, Silas Noble, Ma. Perry, Wilham Andrus, Benjamin Bru- 
baker, W. Wadsworth, M. Jordan, Charles Hatch, Henry Prescott, 
Henry J. Seott, Ma. Coakley, Lewis Floto, Renben Trowbridge. 
Sheriff Tills, Samuel Goodrich, Div. Goodman, George Foote, Tar- 
vey Tlermick, Rem. Warner, Peter Breennier, John Page, Jehn 
(Cheney, Mia. Adams, Captain Anderson, Abr. Brown, George |. 
Sehuler, Dr. Everett, A.S. Dimick, Jolin Lawrence, Merritt Smith, 
Isaac Bowman, Joseph Crawford, Harvey Morgan, Joseph Utley. 
Judge Wood, Charles Beal, Col. Dement, David Hawley, B. Bran- 
don, W. J. Carpenter, George Willams, 0. Mehenney, Ma Nlas- 
terman or Charles Bracket. Miehel Plantz, Dan Decker, J. MeCul- 
lon, De. AH. 1. Paine, and Judee Enstace. 


CHAPTER IT 


THE BEGINNING OF THINGS 


The first known white man to frequent these parts, was Pierre 
LaPorte, a Frenchinan from Fort Frontenac, Ontario, who hunted, 
trapped and traded along Rock river from the Turtle village, now 
practically, Beloit, Wisconsin, to its mouth. 

With the exception of a few trips made to the Rocky Moun- 
tains, Pierre LaPorte covered this Rock river territory from the 
vear 1780 to the vear 1810. 

He sold his furs usnally, each springtime at the pomt now 
called St. Joseph, Michigan, and the point now called Chieago, im 
Mlnois. 

On a few oecasions he trapped up-stream along Rock river, and 
at the end of suel expeditions he sold his cargo of skins at Green 
Bay, now Wisconsin. At this point in the narrative, it may be 
interesting to learn that each person or member of a trading party 
was expected to earry over the portages and along the trails, not 
less than eighty-seven pounds of baggage. 

This old Frenchman died at his home in Fort Frontenac, now 
Kingston, Ontario, about the vear 1830. Of his descendants living 
in and about Dixon may he ineluded Frank E. Stevens, the editor 
of this work, Mis. William H. Edwards, States Attorney Harry 
Edwards, and the La Portes, the Herrieks and the Nisbets of Paw 
Paw, this county. 

LaPorte was but one of the myriad Frenchmen who blazed the 
way for the civilization which followed so rapidly. Like most of 
the Frenchmen, this one found no trouble at all in dealing anucably 
with the Indians. They were hospitable, and honorable in their 
dealings and they were remarkably true to all their friendships. 
The Indians who oeeupied the Roek river country, principally 
Winnehagoes, were like Indians elsewhere, treated fairly and they 
ever were found te be firm in their attachments, civil in their con- 
duct and honorable in their business transactions. 

V7 
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LaSalher, spelled also LeSaller and LeSelher, a Ivenchman, 
probably was the next person to invade the conntry, and beyond 
wiy doubt, he became the first settler of Lee county. 

During the [linois trip of Major Long, in the vear 1523, men- 
tioned later on, LeSallier, according to Keating, the secretary of 
the party, nist have settled on Rock river in the veay 1793. He is 
said by some to have married a Pottawatomie woman, although 
Keating, who generally was acenrate, said: be married a Winne- 
bago woman. In Carr's book mentioned hereafter, this woman 
was called a Pottawatomie. 

Some authorities state that a danghter of this marriage was 
the woman who married Joseph Ogee, a half breed Fyenehman. 
Lf that is truce, then according to the Treaty of Prairie du Chien, 
she was a Pottawatomie, because that treaty which could make no 
inistake, called Ovee's wife, Madeline, a Pottawatomice woman, 

Dr. Oliver Everett, who was considered acenrate in Is state- 
ments, and who was said to lave investigated the question when 
it was close at hand, prononneed her the daughter of LaSalher. 
Tn a conversation with Williain D. Barge, August 13, 1886, he told 
Mr. Barge he knew the woman was LaSallier’s danghter. Such 
Qndeaiee is yretty shine. Nevertheless, latannot conceal iy very 
grave doubts. 

Tf LaSalier marricd a squaw, as he did, thei offspring would 
be half breeds and Madeline would have bee a half breed and 
naturally To would suppose the 1829 treaty of Prairie du Chien 
would have called her a half breed, becamse she was as much a white 
as she was a Pottawatonne Indian. dn the neighborhood of the 
section of land which she was given in Wyoming township, she was 
styled a Pottawatonne and she retived to Kansas at last with the 
Pottawatomie Ladians. 

Just when LaSalher left the country it is impossible to state 
and almost MMpossible to conjecture. Camdon Ss. Hubbard, the best 
authority on early THhnois settlements, made the statement that 
three or four trading posts on Rock river were operated in the 
interest of the Aimeriean Pur Conipany fron: 1813-14 to 1826-33. 
In 1835 the ruins of LaSallier’s cabin were discernible aad part of 
the logs. im a ruined condition, were left and seen many times by 
the late Joseph Cvawford, our first eonnty survevor The exaet 
location and size of the buildings are plainky in view today. 

Abo te next early settler we @ualy can lean eyercthing 
hbecanse he married here, lived in the state all his fe and died an 
honored citizen over in the neighboring county of Winnebago. 
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Krom the“ History of Rockton, bs Wdsom 1. Carr, pages six 
to sixteen inclusive, I find that Stephen Mack, soon after the War 
of 1812, came to Detroit, probably about the year 181+, with the 
family. Ambitions for adventure and a life of aetivity for hin- 
self, he joined a Government expedition around the lakes to Green 
Bay. Green Bay being the great fur market of the West, and fur 
trading the sole oeceupation of the people, Mack resolved upon 
opemneg a trading point of his awn. To this end he was directed 
to the Rock rivey country. Ona pony he started across the country, 
reaching ti due tine the point where Janesville now stands. 

Following the strenu downward, he paused at the Turtle vil- 
lage. The Indians there directed hint to Bird’s Grove. Tn secking 
this spot, however, he took the wrong trail and passing it, contin- 
ued until he reached a Pottawatomie villaye in what is now Lee 
county, at or near Grand Detour, There he remained two or three 
vears, traded for furs, carried his furs on the backs of Indian 
ponies to CIneago, and there he sold them, stocked up with mer- 
chandise, and then trudged back to the village. 

Mack was an honest trader: he did everything possible to win 
the good will of the Indians, but he failed. Tis marriage to Ho-noe- 
ne-gah, the clief’s daughter, failed to coment any strong friend- 
ships among the tribe because he refused to sell members firearms 
and Hqnor. 

His last trip to Chicago was made with three ponies. THe had 
conducted a successful enterprise in trade and he started on his 
return trip with more goods than on any previous occasion. 

The Indians had determined upon his destruction and this 
return trip had been selected as the time to do it. Bunt in thei evil 
ealcnlations they had overlooked one very inpertant person, his 
wife. This faithful woman had learned of the plot and at about 
the time she expected her husband would reach a certain point, 
she struck out from camp and met him, and together they traveled 
to the Winnebago village in Bird’s Grove. Thus terminated the 
residence of Stephen Mack. Ife passed the remainder of his hfe in 
Winnebago connty with his faithful Indian wife. The story of 
his life is dramatically interesting, but it has no place in these pages 
after his departure from the borders of Lee county. 

The exact location of Mack's Pottawatomie village has been the 
subject of some debate, but it is pretty generally coneeded now to 
have been located in Lee county not faa upestream from the LasSal- 
lier cabin on what is now the Eugene Tarrington farm ou section 
i Nachisn tiwislap, 22 \., range 10, 


20) HISTOR (OF LEE COUS IY 


Some have thonght LaSallier moved into it about 1817 or 1818, 
when Maek moved ont, but no credit ean be attached to that 
position. 

Around this eabin there was a very large cemetery. Every one 
of the many graves long since has been examined and the contents 
returned. The writer found a small piece of human bone ia grave 
not six feet from the spot on which the cabin stood. The graves 
were very shallow, but some of the explorers dug very deep into the 
gronnd inthe hope perhaps that articles of curiosity or value night 
he found. This cabin, from the appearance of the ground today, 
must have been a donble affair, one built alongside the other, in size 
about eighteen feet square, 

LaSatler must have been a bird of passage. After the visit 
of Webb, we tind him acting as gnide fora party traveling from 
Chicago to the lead mines at Galena. The route lav through 
DuPage, Kane, Ogle and Stephenson counties, and a full account 
of itanay be found in tt Narrative of an Expedition to the Source 
af St. Peter’s River, ete, perfarued in the vear 182, tider 
eaunand of Stephen H, Long, U. 8. T. Ee? The Webb aecount is 
so full and so reHable and so pertinent that a verbatim copy of it 
should be inserted herein. It is te be found in his book entitled 
“Altowan; ao, licidents af Life and Adveutire uy tht Rocky 
Mountains.” volume 1, pages XHi-NNVIL. 

“Lar the winter af 1821-22, | was stationed at Ghiedos, then 
about one Immdyred and fifty miles i advance of the pioneer set- 
thers. ATT west and north of us, with the exception of the old 
renel settlements at Cree bay and Prairie din Gilien, was an 
notrodden wilderness, or trodden oniv by the lords of the forest. 
and the adventurous trapper and vovageur, A short time previous, 
the fifth regmment of mmfantry, under the conmand of Colonel 
Snelling, had established itself on the Upper Mississippi. at the 
Fallsof St. Anthony. Early in Pebruayvy, 1822, the principal ehief 
of the Pottawatomies, one of the most friendly tribes west of Lake 
Michigan, reported to the agent at on post. that lis trihe had 
recelved an invitation from the Stoux Indians to mite with them 
in euttine off the garrison at St. Peter's, at the Falls of St. 
Anthony: and, as evidence of his truth, produced the tobacco said 
to have been sent to them by the Stony, and which generally accom 
panies such prepositions fora war league. As no doubt was enter- 
tained of the trath of this report, the counnanding officer directed 
ine (the adjutant) tomake arrangements with some of the vova- 
venrs connected with the Pudian trading house ear the fort. to 
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earry the intelligence to Fort Armstrong, situated on Rock Island 
in the Mississippi, near the mouth of Rock river, thence to be for- 
warded to Colonel Snelling. They however, refused all my offers, 
alleging that none of them had ever crossed the eonntry in the win- 
ter season—it was impracticable, ete., ete. 

“The sane love of adventure and excitement which had induced 
me to exchange a station in this city for Detroit, and then from an 
artillery into an infantry reginent, added to a couvietion that the 
lives of a whole regiment of officers and inen, their wives and 
children, were in jeopardy, and that it was possible to avert the 
nnpending blow, mdueed me to vohinteer to he the hearer of the 
intelhgence to Fort Armstrong. 

*] accordingly took my departure, accompanied by a sergeant. 
who was a good woodstan, and an Indian of my own age. The 
first two or three days were days of weariness to me. and of frolie 
wnd fin to the Indian; becanse we necessarily traveled on foot, in 
consequence of the extreme severity of the weather, with our pro- 
visions on a pack horse to break the snow, and make a trail in 
which to walk. The actual suffering consisted in riding our regu- 
lar tour; but T, beng ‘all unused? to travel through the snow on 
foot for honr after hour consecutively, was weary and worn out 
when we eane to bivonae at mght; while the Indian, was appar- 
ently, as fresh as when we started, and eracked his jokes without 
merey npon tagged Che-mo-ea-mun, or ‘Long Knife,’ as they 
denonnnated all whites. 1 found however—as I had been told by 
those who were learned in such matters—that the endurance of the 
Indian, bears no comparison with that of the white man. TTe will 
start off on a ‘dog-trot. and aecomplish Mis eighty or a lundred 
miles in. an ineredible short space of time: but when he comes to 
dav after day of regular work and endurance, he soon begins te 
fag, and finally becomes worn out; while cach sueceeding day only 
inuves the white man to his work, trains hin for further exertion, 
and the better fits him for the following day's labors. Thus it was 
with the Indian and inyself; and on the evening of the fourth day, 
T came to camp fresh as when we started, while the Indian cane 
in. weary and fatigued: and of course, it was then my turn to 
hoast of the endnrance of the Che-mo-ca-mmna, and the effemimacy 
of the *Niehe-nawby.’ 

“My instructions were, to employ the Pottawatomie as a guide 
to Rock river, where the country of the Winnebagees commenced, 
and then take a Winnehage as a guide to Fort Armstrong—the 
leading object being so to arvange our line of travel as to avoid the 
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prairies, upon which, we wonld necessarily suffer from the cold. 
T had been apprised that | would find an old Canadian voyageur 
residing with his Indian family in a trading hut on Rock river, 
and it was to him my Pottawatomie was to guide me. 

Toward evening on the fifth day, we reached our plage of desti- 
nation: and old Lasaller, recognizing us as whites, and of course 
from the fort, intimated by signs, as he conducted us to the loft of 
his hut, that we were to preserve a profound silence. Ad who live 
in the Indian country Jearn to obey sigus; and it is wonderful how 
soon we ahnost forget to ask questions. [ knew that something 
was wrong, but it never entered my head to imquire what it was— 
Indian-like, quite willing to bide my time, even if the finger closely 
pressed pon the lips of the old man had not apprised me that I 
should get he answer until it suited dis disevetion to make a com- 
munication. 

Tt was nearly dark when we were consigned to the loft of the 
good old man; and for three long hours we saw lim not. Durng 
this period there was abundant time for meditation upon our posi- 
tion: when all at once the profound stitmess which reigned im and 
abont the Int, was broken by the starthne sound of a Winnebago 
war dance in our iminediate vienity! This, vou mav imagine, was 
ie very nerceable sonnd for my sergeant or mryeclt, but it was 
perfectly hortifyving to iy Pottawatmmie; all of wlich tribe. as 
also their neighbors, were as nuch in awe of a Winnebago, as is a 
tlving-fish ofa dolphin. But all suspense has its end; and at length 
the war-danee ceased—the music of which, at times, could only be 
Hikened to shrieks of the damned, and then, again, partook of the 
character of the recitative in an Itahan opera, until, at length, it 
died away, and all was silenee. 

“Then came old LaSaller, whose head. whitened by the snows uf 
eighty winters, as it showed itself through the trap in the floor 
was a far more acceptable sight than T could have anticipated it 
wonld be when FP left the fort. Having been informed who we 
were, aid aay desive to procnve a Winnebago te euide me to Fort 
Armstrong, he inquired whether we had not heard the war-danee, 
and if we eowld not conjecture its object! Te then proceeded to 
state that two Winnebagoes, who had been tried and senteneed to 
he excented for the murder of a soldier at Fort Armstrong, had 
escaped from the jailat Waskaskia, and arrived on the river a few 
days previous: that in consequence, the whole nation was ina state 
of extraordinary excitement, and that the war-danee to whieh we 
had Jistened, was preparatory to the starting of a war-party for 
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Fort Armstrong to attack it, or destroy such of the garrisou as 
they could meet with beyond its palisades; and that of course, our 
only safety was in making an carly start homeward. | inquired 
whether 1 could not avoid the Indians by crossing the Great Pra- 
rie, and thus striking the Mississippi above the fort. Ie answered 
that by such a route T would certamly aveid the Ludians until | 
reached the vicinity of the Mississippi: but that we would as cer- 
tainly perish with the cold, as there was no wood to furnisn a fre 
at night. The mereury in the thermometer, as L well knew, had 
stood at five degrees below zere when 1 left the garrison, and it 
had certainly been growing colder vach day ; and therefore L appar- 
ently acquiesced in lis advice, and requested to be called some three 
hours before daylight, which would give us a fair start of any pur 
suing partyv—and bade hin good-night. 

“But the eld man doubted inv intention to return to the fort, 
and shortly after, paid us another visit, acconipamied by a very old 
Winnebago, who avowed Inmself the firm friend of the whites, and 
proceeded to point out the folly of auy attempt to proceed in iny 
expedition. Ile mqnired its purport: and when T told hint that it 
was to visit a dying friend, he said I had better postpone the meet- 
ing until after death, when we would doubtless meet in the paradise 
of the white man! But at the same time gave ine to understand that 
he did not beheve such was the object of my visit to the banks of the 
Mississippi. Indian-lke, he sought not to pry farther into my 
affairs, but expryessed his respect for all who knew how to Keep 
to themselves their own counsels and the counsels of their govern- 
ment. Tis remarks were kind, and in the nature of approbation 
for the past and advice for the future; and coming from such a 
source, made a lasting impression. 

*Acain we were left to ourselves; aud then, doubtless, T wished 
myself safe in garrison. But to return, and that too from fear, 
and the object of my joey unacecomplished, was mevitable dis- 
vrace. But what was still more important, was the consequence 
to others of my veturn. $F could net but think there was an under- 
standing between the Winnebagoes and the Sioux ; and if there had 
lingered on my mind a doubt of the sterv of the Pottawatomie 
chief, that doubt was now at an end; and of conse, a sense of duty 
to a whole regiment of officers and men, their wives and children, 
was as iinperative in requiring my advance, as was the fear of dis- 
grace in forbidding my retum. With two such motives for a right 
decision, there could be no doubt as to my course. It required more 
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courage to retreat than to advance; and [ determined upon the 
latter. 

‘Some hours before the dawn of day, we started, apparently 
for garrison; but once out of sight of old LaSaller, we knocked the 
shoes off our horses to avoid being traced by them in crossing the 
river, threw away our caps, tore up a blanket to make the hood 
worn by Indians in extreme cold weather, aud took a course by the 
stars directly west. 1 should have mentioned, that my Indian now 
having become valueless, [ urged lis return to his own tribe. But 
neither persuasion nor threats, could induce him to go. In every 
bush he imagined he saw a Winnebago, and he dared not return 
alone. | then urged what was quite apparent would be the fact— 
that he could not snstain the forced mareh to which we were 
destined, and upon which our safety depended. But it was all 
in vain; and IT was eompelled to take him with us. 

“And now, after this long intrednetion, | come to the pot of 
my story. The second dav after leaving Rock river was the coldest 
I ever experienced. The ground was covered with about eight 
inches of snow: and no one who has net experienced it, can well 
pnagine with what piercing effect the wind passes over those bound- 
less fields of snow, unbroken by a single tree. On that dav, at Fort 
Armstrong, sixty niles south of me and sheltered by woods, [ after- 
ward ascertained that the mereury never rose above fourteen 
degrees above zero! Tow cold it was where we were, it is Mpos- 
sible to conjecture; but |} know that when my Indian failed in 
streneth, and absolutely refused to take his thin in riding the horse 
to break a trail through the snow, T rode his tour of ten minutes 
in addition toay own; and when TP got down, discovered that my 
feet, face, hands, and knees, were frozen, 

“To eneamp without wood was an lnpossibility. The country 
isa high, rolling prairie: and froma naked dull, abont five o’¢loek 
in the afternoon, T discovered an island of woods lying southwest 
of us some ten miles.” 

The continnation of the narrative makes no further reference to 
hee county, so is abandoned with the statement that Tientenant 
Webb reached Fort Armstrong and a detail notified Colonel Snell- 
ing of impending danger in time to avert it. 

Prom the" Satrative at an expedition te the Souree-or sar 
Peters iver Gta.) Compiled Trem the Noteseat Alay. Se FP, lone 
iW) Alessrs. Sas. senting and Colm” by Willian Fle ls etn 
considerable light is thrown on LaSalliev, ina very few words, 
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On dime 11, 1823 (Vol. 1, p. 175), when the expedition at 
Chicago had decided to select a route to Galena, rather than Fort 
Armstrong, no person could be found to guide it oug that route 
until ‘fan al Freneh engage, of the name LeSellier,”’ undertook to 
direct it. ‘Thisman,”’ says Neating, **who had lived for npwards 
of thirty years with the Indians, had taken a wife among the Win- 
nebagoes, and settled on the headwaters of Rock river, knowing 
the country as far as that stream, he presumed that he could tind 
his way thence to Fort Crawtord.”’ 

This remark tallies to a nicety with Webb's and adds the 
important information that for upwards of thirty vears he had 
hved with the Indians. The added information about his having 
settled on the headwaters of the Rock river, easily enough might 
have been a mistake in the writer’s knowledge of geography. Tad 
LaSallier heen as early a settler as that in Wiseconsin,—at the 
headwaters of the Rock river, his name would be found in the Wis- 
consin historical collections. But it is not: wherefore we are 
driven to the conclusion that the man had lived where Webb found 
hin, smee about the year 1795 

IIe could not have remained long after Webb's visit, because, 
when in 1830, John Dixon took up his residence at the ferry, there 
was no LaSalher and in 1835, when Joseph Crawford surveyed m 
the netghborhood, the eahin had retted mto a mass of sticks and 
dirt. It is diffienIt to imagine how in so short a space, a solid log 
‘abin could push itself into a state of complete decay mniless it had 
burned, and inasmuch as the stones now on the mound wear the 
appearance of having been subjected to fire, the cabin must have 
burned or else the stones were part of a fireplace. LaSallier enided 
the party safely until the Pektannons (Pecatonica) had been 
reached a few miles above its mouth. Here LaSalher informed the 
party that the Sanks pronounced the diniunntive of a word by add- 
ing a hissing sound—lHLaSalhier mmst have heen a man of some 
information! At this point too it heeame evident that le had 
reached the limit of his knowledge of the country. Accordingly 
he was sent ahead to seeure an Indian to aet as guide for the rest 
of the trip to Prairie du Chien. The elder brother of the chief 
of the village to which LaSallier went, a Sauk, so-called, was 
seenred., LaSallier had explained his mission and with one aceord 
the Tndians, mostly Winnebagoes, greeted the party with mani- 
festations of friendship. The new guide's name was Wanehea. 

On page 194 LaSallier is credited with translating certain 
words uttered by a Winnehago, into tle Sauk: then into Freneh ; 
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then into English in order to test the accuracy of some of the 
vocabulary Major Long had written during a former trip. La- 
Sallier did this work with surprising accuracy. 

During the trip to Prairie du Chien, LaSallier also communi- 
eated much information about the Sauks, useful to any student of 
ethnology. (p. 223.) LaSallier, too, had a singular regard for the 
decencies of conversation, because when listening to and interpret- 
ing some of the things concerning squaws. whieh were detailed in 
a revolting manner, the old fellow blushed; ‘‘which, with a Can- 
adian trader, night be supposed not to be an easy thing.’’? Thus it 
will be seen by this parting allusion to LaSallier that at Grand 
Detour he was a Canadian trader. At Prairie du Chien in the 
summer of 1823, is the last view, written history gives us of this 
old first settler, whose parting information was to interpret Wane- 
bea’s discourse on the soul and the spirit. 
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CHAPTER, Lf 


OLD TRAILS 

In the spring of the year 1825, Oliver W. Kellogg desiring to 
travel to the lead mines, located in Northwestern Ilineis and 
Southwestern Wisconsin, started from Peoria in his wagon for 
that purpose. He crossed Rock river east of Dixon about three 
miles and passed throngh the praime lying between Polo and 
Mount Morris, touching the western part of West Grove and con- 
tinuing northerly and northwesterly to Galena. Prior to this time, 
the people of Peoria had very much desired a shorter eut to the 
mines than that afforded by the Mississippi if pursued along its 
banks by land, and few cared to take the tedious route by keel boat 
up that river. But prior to the breaking of a trail by My. Ixellogg, 
no one cared to brave the hardships of the trip and the perils from 
the Indians. So soon however as Mr. Kellogg had blazed this trail 
many others during the sunmer followed it, some with teams, more 
on foot, and all camping out. From its maker, the trail was nanied 
Kelogg’s Trail. 

By reference to the map it will be noticed that NKelloge’s trail 
was still too circuitous for the desired short eut, bearing too far 
east, and the travelers having obtained a taste for a short reute to 
the mines, demanded a still shorter one to take off the curves from 
Kelloge’s. Accordingly John Boles, traveling across the country 
in the spring of 1826, left the beaten track of Kellogg, some 
distance south of Roek river, crossed that stream where Dixon now 
stands, just a little above the spot where stands the present I inois 
Central bridge, passed up through the country about a mile east of 
Polo; north to White Oak Grove, half a mile west of Forreston, 
thence through Crane’s Grove and so on to Galena. This route 
being much preferable to the old Kellogg’s trail, it became ime- 
diately the popularly traveled route and was named Boles’ trail. 

il 
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This trail was used exclusively for three years following and a few 
years ago traces Jeft of it might be seen then east of Polo on the 
prairie, and to this very minute, worn down inte the ground across 
Mar. Kdward H. Brewster's estate of Hazelwood just outside of 
Dixon, the old trail is discernible. 

During the secaseu of 1826, travel over this Boles” route was 
about double that of the preceding simmer and autumm, demon- 
strating the American mania for short cuts even so fav back as the 
vear 1826, when ox teams were the vogue. Travel commenced again 
éarly in the vear 1827. In the month of March, 1627, Elisha Doty, 
later a citizen of Polu, weit to Dixon from Peoria. Tht riverowas 
still frozen. He attempted to cross the river ou the ice; but before 
proceeding very far, the ive began to give way aud he was obliged 
to give up the attempt and return to the south bank. He made the 
statement later to the editor of Bross’s history, that while waiting 
on the south bank of the river, just before starting on his return, 
about two hundred teains had collected there, all bound for Galena. 

Mv, Doty lived 1 Polo sulisequenthe for inane verre. When 
eitechised ipa the pont he eave ms facets never ivorporated 
before ina listory of Lec connty because they were wuiknown to 
the historians, and he attached to them the accuraey which history 
demands. This early in the history of the state, Dixon heeame ¢ 
place of prime importance, 

The ‘Lewistown trail” opened a little Jater than Nelloge’s 
trail passed Roek rivera httle above Prophetstown in Whiteside 
connty, but this was ttle used, the Dixou route being preferable. 

TT.) Ankeny, son of Joli Ankeny who was one of the first 
settlers of Buffalo Grove (Polo). wrote a sketeh of his father, John 
Ankeny in 1883, for the Ogle Comity Press, in whiell he says, tn 
1829, dy act of the levislature, he, Jolin Ankeny, with John 
MeDonald aid another mint, was appointed to view and lay outa 
state road From Apple River te Osier’s Ferry on Rock river, now 
ety of Dixon. December 25th of that vear, he, with the other 
commissioners and surveying party, a pursuance of theiv uussion, 
eaped bra grove by a ercek which for the vast quantity of buffalo 
hones covering acres of ground, about the head of the creck east of 
the erove, they gave the name of *Biffalo” te the grove and the 
stream.” 

As the session laws fora considerable period to 1829 are sileit 
upon the point. it ismore than likely that Mr. Ankeny is mistaken 
aud that his father received his authority from the commissioners 


HislORY “OF LEE COUNTY 29 


of Jo Daviess county, or Peoria county. As a imatter of fact, those 
viewers were appointed by the county commissioners wid through 
the very great kindness of Abr. J. C. Scott of Galena, 1 am able to 
reproduce thei report; also some other valuable information cou- 
tamed in M1. Scott's letter. 


Galena, Illinois, Sept. 27. 1913. 

My. Frank FE. Stevens, Dixon, [inois. 

Dear Sir: Your letter to county clerk ingniving the names of 
the viewers who Jocated a road from Rock viver to Galena in 1829 
was referred tome. tHerewith is enclosed copy of their report as 
appears of record, 

The Connty Commissioners Court of Jo Daviess County, 1. ou 
Mareh 8, 1829, appoimted John Brookie, Levi Warmer and Alvin 
Humphrey Viewers to locate a road from Bowman & Co.'s Mill on 
Buffalo creek to Knox's niall on Elkhorm ereek. Levi Warner 
sis as “Dept. Civ. Surv.” |n this surver Timothy Widitield, 
Zalmon Livermore and George R. Webster acted as chainmen. 

January 7, 1835, the General Assembly of the State of linois 
passed an ** Act providing for the location of a road from Chicago 
to Galena.’ Joseph Naper acted as Commissioner and G. W. Snow 
a suivevor, ~Vhessurvey was commenced Mlay 30, 1853, at the 
northeast corner of Lake and West Water streets. 

In the notes is the fullowane : 

N20 OW WW eros Rock niver dt Dixon's Ferry 12 miles 
15 chains, 58 1-3 Jinks.” 

Folownig the surveyors’ notes the following report is made: 

** Galena— 

From Chicago to Dixon's Ferry the fou! generally a high & drv 
praiie and noe expense of consequence will be necessary te open a 
read with the exception of the streanis, 

“Vhevers fassanle fords to all of then, 

* From Dixon's to Galena the general line of the present road 
has been followed—very Jilly but a tolerable good road 8500 will 
probably be sufficient fora good road the whole distance.”’ 

This road is sometimes called the Galena & Chicago road and 
other times the Galena & Peoria road. 

‘Trusting what is sent vou will prove satisfactory T am, 

Respectfully vours, 
J CoS eorr, 
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REPORT: VIEWERS OF THE ROAD FROM THE WOODBINE SPRING TO O’GEE’S 


To the LLlonorable the County Commissioners Court of Jo Daviess 

County, State of Ljinvis: 

We, the undersigned subserbers being duly appointed by said 
Court at their November term to view and lay out a road from the 
Woodbine Springs to Joseph O"Gee’s Ferry on Rock river beg 
leave to report: ‘That we commenced at the place and proeeeded 
to the latter, following the Lewistown road about five miles there 
took across south 50 degrees east for O’Gee ferry. Then finding 
ourselves about to strike one nule above said ferry, on our return- 
ing examined the country to Bitfalo creek about ten miles where 
touching our line from thence to Elk creck at a lone tree about five 
miles, thence to Middle creek three miles, thence to Straddle creek 
four miles, thenee to Crains Grove three miles, thenee to Hast 
Plnin river forw iniles, thence to West Pliun river fowr miles, 
thenee to the Lewistown road two miles, thenee along said road to 
the beginning five nnles, 

We find the groiuid excellent and find fords on the different 
streams and at this time the U.S. Mail is running it, and we deem 
it essential to have the road confirmed and supervisors appointed 
to open and work the same, as wide as the balance of the road from 
Woodbine Springs to Galena. 

And the undersigned subseribers beg leave to further suggest 
that three districts should be made. 

Ist. Commencing at the ferry on Fever river to extend to the 
west bank of Apple river. 

2nd. Beginning on the east bank of said Apple river and extend 
to the west hank of Phun river. 

3rd. Beginning on the east bank of Phun river to extend to 
Rock river and inehule J. O° Gees residence and such hands as may 
be living with him subject to labor on highways. 

We would inoreover state that we emploved Colonel Flaek as 
survevor and A. Tfamlin as axman under a full eonvietion that your 
Honorable Body will compensate them for their services. 

Cieee si, Via, 

Jounxn McDonawp, 

JomN ANKENY. 
Apple River, Mareh 1, 1830. 


It will he perceived in tis narrative that he speaks of Ogee’s 
fore as Osicr eter: she is nearertieht than is the proiunnern- 
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tion, Ogee’s ferry. While Ogee spelled his name as given here, it 
was pronounced Ozva. Osier, reduced to the French mode of pro- 
nuneiation would exclude the terminating consonant and give us 
the pronunciation—Oz-ya, with the first or long sound of O. 

The name Ogee would not be called a French name exactly. 
The old French engagés were not particular about their ortho- 
graphy, and if by ealling and writing a name Ogee rather than 
Osier, Ogee would be easier, we may rest assured Ogee would be 
used. 

Both Father John Dixon and Miss Louise Dixon wiile living 
told the writer that Ogee pronounced his name Oz-ya or with the 
French inflection, Oz-yiah, emphasis on the first svlable. 

While diseussing the point | may as well introduce at this point 
a letter from the late Dr. Reuben G. Thwaites which sheds a great 
deal of light on the subject of Ogee'’s origin and his name: 


Sept. 15, 1913, 
Mr. Frank I. Stevens, Dixon, IJinois. 

Dear Sir: In response to vours of the 4th: 

The records of the wandenng French Canadian traders are 
very hard to trace; illiterate themselves, alhnost nothing is known 
or written about them. You doubtless know Mrs. INinzie’s refer- 
ence in Wanbun to Joseph Ogee. The name was doubtless Auge, a 
common French-Canadian family name. Tanguay’s ‘‘ Dictionaire 
Genealogique”’ gives a Joseph Augé, who married Aug. 15, 1820, a 
Sioux woman. There was likewise a Joseph Augé with the North- 
west Fur Company in 1799 on Red River of the North. This may 
possibly have been the same as our THinois Joseph, for after the 
amalgamation of the Northwest Fur Company with the {ludson’s 
Bay in 1821, many of the employes were thrown out of employ- 
ment and drifted about. Many sought Prairie du Chien, and 
started out from thence south and southeast. Joseph Augé was 
probably a half-breed son of the Mackinac merchant Michel Augé 
who was an important character there during the British regime. 
One Eticnne Augé was in 1744 lessee of the post of Green Bay and 
was murdered by a Menominee Indian. 

Yours very tly, 
R. G. THWwattes, Superintendent. 


In the month of May, 1833, when Dixon’s ferrv had reached a 
considerable dignity, Levi Warner and two other men, were 
appointed by the commissioners of Jo Daviess county ‘to view and 
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admeasure and Jay out a road between Galena and Peoria,” which 
they did, and Mr. Warner certified the distance to be 145 miles 
and 26 and “100 ehams. The route ran through Dixon's ferry and 
on through te O. W. Kelloge’s place in Buffalo Grove and on to 
Elkhorn ereek to Isaac Chambers’ hotel at Chambers* grove. He 
reached his old friend Chambers’ house on May 31st. On June Ist 
he continued on his way and remained oyer Sunday, June 2ud, at 
Thomas Crain's, then known as Crain’s Fort. At the home of 
John 1. Winters, near lizabeth, this sturdy bachelor met his 
future wife, a comely widow, Martha Winters, formerly Martha 
Bailey of Cincinnati. Tle completed his survey to Galena, June 6, 
1833. Lis tield notes show it was cleven miles from Peoria to 
station 29. an open prairte known as LaSalle. Station 37 at 
Meredith's house was nineteen miles from Peoria. The north line 
of Peoria county was twenty-one miles, which he reached May 23d, 
and he makes the note. good selection fora road thus far.” 

Continuing north ten degrees, west sixty chains, he came to a 
large prairie extending to Rock river, 

Thirty-two miles from Peoria he came to the south branch of 
Crow ereck running from west to cast, to bridge whieh would 
require a loneth of fifty links and a cost for construction, $12. 

Station 45; from Fort Clark as Peoria was called i its infaney, 
to Boyd's Grove was thirty-six miles in a general course north, 
eight degrees west. Station 53 was north fiftv-nine degrees east, 
1,250 chains, to Bureau ereck to cross which would require a bridge 
150 Tinks Jong and a cost te build it of 8100. Between stations 57 
and o8, he ran close toa Mr. Shirley's and a grove. For the six 
niles before reaching that point the ground was a level prairie. Fe 
arrived at that point on Stimlav. Mav 26th, and it was between 
fifty-four and fifty-five miles from Peoria. The eeneral course 
from here to -Posepl Smith's louse (Dad -loe’s place), was mostly 
north seventeen degrees east. Smith's house was situated in the 
point of asmall grove of timber ona very high elevation of ground. 
The road van about one chain cast of Simith’s house. From Mr. 
Shirley's to Simith’s point the ground was good fora voad. Smith's 
was sixty-three miles from Peoria and was in lo Daviess eannty, 
about three qniles north of the then county line—so says Mr, 
Sniith’sson. The course to lilet timber, north, eleven degrees, east 
to Inlet ereek, sixty-nine miles from Peoria. The cost of a bridge 
aeross this ereck, he estimated to be S150, 

At this point it may be serviceable to uote that while the water 
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course was called Inlet then, it should not be confounded with the 
commonly aecepted Inlet creek of today. 

From a Ingh pot between stations 61 and 62, as noted by 
My. Warner, there was a Ingh bluff from which poimt the grove 
at the ferry on Rock river and the grove at Ma. Sunith’s were both 
in open view at the same time. ** From which point, J should think 
a strmeht road, or nearly so, might be located on good ground.” 
From thenee to Galena, the bearings were something like or near 
north, ten degrees west. 

Fron Peoria to Rock river at Dixon's ferry, it nieasured cighty 
miles and 56.50 chains. Mr. Warner reached Dixon's ferry May 
29,1833. Across Rock river from bank to bank, the distance was 
9.90 chains. ‘‘Roek river is a beantiful stream; rocky bottom and 
healthy water,’ Aly. Warner wrete at the time. 

Warner's course from Rock river to Kelloge’s place at Buttalo 
grove, was north and about twenty-eight to forty degrees west. 
From Peoria to Kelloge’s place he made the distanee muety-one 
miles and fifty-five chains (NelHoge’s was on the south bank of 
Buffalo creek). 

AMD. Warner estimated that the bridge needed for Buffalo creck 
would have te be one chain in length and the eost would be #25; the 
width of the stream was twenty-five Jinks. Ele reached that 
point Thursday, May 30, 1833. 

The general direction from Kelloge’s to Chambers” was north, 
thirtv-fonr degrees to sixty degrees, west. Front Peoria the 
distance was ninety-elght niles. Te was at Chambers” Friday, 
May 31st. On Snndavy, June 2d, he had reached a point opposite 
and about fifty Jinks cast of Thomas Crain’s, 108 miles, 59 ehains 
from Peoria, From Crain's to east fork of Plan river, the course 
varied from north, sixty-two degrees west to nerth, thirty-one 
degrees west. The cost te bridge the stream was set at $50. The 
leneth of the bridge would need to be one chain: the ridge 112 ov 
113 miles from Peoria. The eourse from Phim river te middle 
fork of Phint river was first, north. eight degrces west, and later 
south by seventy-seven degrees west, then north seventy-two 
degrees west. The bridge at this point would cost about 85, and it 
was between 117 and 118 miles from Peoria. The road reached the 
main stream of Phim river about 119 miles from Peoria, to bridge 
which, 100 Jinks, $50 was needed. This point was reached 
June 3d. The rente to Flack’s was generally north by forty to 
seventy degrees. Flack’s was 126 miles and fifteen chains from the 
place of heginninge. From there the read to Apple river ran a 


3 HISTORY OF LEE COUNTY 


northwesterly course, varying from north twenty-six degrees 
west to north eighty-cight degrees west. Of the miver, Warner 
says, ‘course from east tu west, beautiful current of water about 
1.75 chains wide; good fording.”’ 

On Tuesday. June 4th, he was at Winters’ place, about twenty- 
five inks east of John D. Winters” house, and 132 miles and twenty- 
three chains from Peoria. From Winters’ to Morrison’s door in 
Galena, it was about thirteen miles, general direction north by 
cighty-seven to eighty-two degrees west. 

Mr. Warner reached Galena, June 6th, making the distance 
145 miles and 26.25 chains. 

For the above very valuable information, [ am indebted to 
My. J. W. Clinton. of Polo. 

John D. Winters was a stage driver or mail carrier on this route 
for a considerable period. Tsaae Rueker, who died but recently, 
also drove stage on this route from 1834 te 1837 on the Winters’ 
line of stages, and very fortnnately for us, Ma. Clinton secured 
from him the names of lis stops, which were as follows: Dixon to 
Buttalo Grove, twelve miles: Buifalo Grove to Cherry Grove, 
eighteen miles; Cherry Grove to West Phun river, which was 
Kellogg's old place in Stephenson county, twelve miles; from West 
Plum river to Apple river, twelve miles, and from Apple river to 
Galena, fifteen miles. 

From Dixon south to Dad Joe's Grove, the distance was twenty 
miles; from Dad Joe's Grove to Princeton, fifteen niles; from 
Princeton to Boyd's Grove, fifteen miles; from Bovd'’s Grove to 
Northhamnpton, twenty miles: from Northhampton to Silliman’s, 
fifteen miles; from Silliman’s to Peoria, twenty miles. These 
Hemres, 105 miles, make a total above Surveyor Warner's of somle- 
thing like twenty-five miles, which must be accounted for by 
detonrs made by the stage drivers from the regular and original 
line rm by Warner. 

When Indians were present, the method of crossing Roek river 
was shuple. Winnebago bidians im nmnhers were found at this 
point then and rather thickly settled along the banks. Moreover 
they were very friendly with the whites, acqmeseing veadily in all 
requests to oblige them with their simple methods of ferrving over 
the river, Two eanoes were placed side by side. Into one of these 
the two wheels of one side of a wagen were placed, and into the 
other, the two wheels of the other side of the wagon were faced. 
li this position, the Pndians easily ferried wagous aeross the river. 
The horses were inade te swoon. Onee aeross. the horses were 
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hitched again to the wagon and the traveler proceeded on towards 
Galena. ; 

When, however, the Indians were absent, as was too frequently 
the case, the inconvenience was very great, as fording was impos- 
sible except at rare intervals. 

Delays became so exasperating that John L. Bogardus of Peoria 
in the year 1827 resolved to construct a ferry boat and establish it 
at this point. For this purpose he sent up from Peoria a man who 
built a ‘‘shantyv’* eight by ten on the banks of the strean: who 
remained in it a short while until Bogardus sent up a Mr. Doty, a 
carpenter, and father of the Elisha Doty already mentioned, who 
with the first arrival started to build the ferry boat. When about 
half completed, the Indians burned it and advised Ma. Doty and 
his assistant to return to Peoria. The advice was accepted without 
argument. Parenthetieally, it may be said of Bogardus, that he 
had been edueated for the law; but in Peoria he had been mixed up 
considerably with ferries. In Ballanee’s history of Peoria, he is 
put down as a ‘‘sharper.”’ 

This trail had become so inportant to the whites, however, that 
the failure of the Bogardus venture but strengthened their deter- 
mination to equip Rock river with a ferry and be no longer depend- 
eut on the whins or habits of the Indians. 

More than this,—the route had become so important and travel 
had become so heavy that the Government had ordered aimail route 
to follow it, deflecting Just enough to go to Gratiot’s Grove over 
into Wisconsin. 

When it came time to bid fer this profitable job, Ma. John 
Dixon, then clerk of the county commissioners court of Peoria 
county and recorder, threw ina bid for it. Later it was awarded to 
him and he took with him to the crossing Joseph Ogee, there to 
establish the ferry. Being one-half Indian, Ogee was not disturbed 
and Ma. Dixon found favor with them for lis enterprise and Ogee 
launehed his boat in the spring of 1828; a boat propelled across the 
stream by poles, the passengers generally taking a pole and assist- 
ing in the work sometimes arduous enongh. This ferry started 
from the sonth bank of the stream and landed on the north side 
wherever good or had fortune dictated, or perhaps T should say 
wherever the current of that day dictated; high and low water of 
course had their influence on that decree. 

This method of ‘‘poling’ eontinned nntil the vear 1850 when 
Mi. Dixon bought the ferrv from Ogee. During this period of 
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practically two years Ogee occupied the hut built for Bogardus by 
the latter's representative. 

Joseph Ogee was a Frenchman living at Peoria in the year 
1828. Fora long while he had acted as interpreter between the 
whites and the Indians. He must have been a person of average 
consequence, at least in the year 1825, hecause I fitidin Lo". Wells: 
“The Schools and Teachers of Early Peoria,” in a letter ReriLcen 
by Mos. Maria Harkuess, who taught school in Peoria in May, 1326; 
that Ogee was one of hey patrons and sent lis children to her 
schoul to be taught. The same John 1. Bogardus was another 
patron. Judge Latham, the Indian agent, and John Dixon were 
others. The mumiber of patrons was eleven and the nuniber of 
pupils was thirty. “Phe tuition charged was $1.50 per pupil for a 
term of three months, and the teacher, then Miss Waters, boarded 
round. 

The school was commenced ina log cabin owned by Willan 
Holland, the village blacksmith, where it was continued but one 
week beemixe there were no windows and uo light except the open 
door. Beginning with the second week, the school was moved to 
Ovee’s new hewed log cabin.” This cabin must have been built 
abont the vear 1825 because James Hads, who attended the first 
school ever taught in Peoria (in 1821 or 1822 and by James Grant) 
in referring te the Ogee cabin says, "Ogee ’s hewed log cabin which 
was famous afterwards as a schoolhouse and courthouse was not 
built for two or three years afterwards.” 

Ovee’s cabin stood on the bank of the [itis river “ear tlie 
Mort Clark Mill site and near the bridge.”” Just prior to the Black 
Hawk War in 1832 it was still used as a schoolhouse snd in 18384 
when the first courthouse was built it was still used as a court- 
hortse. 

Ballance describes it axa cabin 16x18 near the present site of 
the Fort Clark Mill. 

Oece figured in the first thal held in tis cabin-courthouse and 
the first criminal ease tried in the conrts of Peoria county: where- 
fore a brief notieo of it shold follow while on the subject af the 
fonnder of the ferry at Dixon. 

Some question has been raised about Ovee’s blood. Te was not 
a full blood Freneliman: he was a half breed. —Freneh and Tidian. 
Judee David MeCultough, who wrote the best history of Peorin 
county ever published, knew intimately all about Ogee while he 
resided atoand near Peovia, dIndge MeCulough calls him a half 
breed. 
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Another tndisputable authority is the record of the trial of the 
first murder case in Peoria county, and by the way, it mentions 
not only Ogee, but Father John Dixon, who was clerk of the court, 
so that Dixon people took an active part mi the trial. 

Nonra-que was a Pottawatontie Indian, living far from Peoria 
vn the IHlineis river. He wanted to reach Opa (Wesley City) 
opposite the Bureau river. He reached it ouly to tind the trading 
point abandoned. Tt had been moved across the yiver to Peoria. 
Waiting for means to eross, a eanoe bearing a hunter appeared. 
When the canoe grated on the beach, the hunter threw his paddle 
across the gunwales of the boat and greeted the Indian. To the 
delight of Nom-a-que the grecting was in the langnage of the 
Pottawatomies. 

Noua-que told the hunter he had traveled long and hard, that 
he wanted to vo to the settlement and that he intended to locate 
there for the winter. Later, as the cance bearing the Indian and 
the hunter glided gracefilly up the river towards the village. the 
hunter told Nom-a-que that his name was Joseph Ogee, that. he 
had come to the trading post in 1818, and that his wife, who was 
now waiting for him, was a Pottawatomie sqnaw. As the canoe 
drew near the village beach, Ogee pointed out a large log cabin that 
stood near the river, whiel he said belonged to himi and which was 
his home. After hauling the canoe high upon the bank, Ovce led 
Nom-a-que to his eabin, where the Indian was given a cordial 
weleome by the half breed’s squaw. 

As Nom-a-que refreshed himself with meat and drink and the 
squaw prepared for the evening meal and he felt welcome in the 
humble cabin with his new fornd friends, he little dreamed that a 
few weeks later he would be tried for murder in the same room 
and cabin. Yet this is what happened, for he was the first man 
tried for murder in Peoria county after the cirenit was organized 
on Nov. 14, 1$25. 

He had mnrdered Pierre Laundri, a Freneliman, dising a 
drunken brawl. After a trial noted for its many diseiaectu! 
exhibitions by counsel, he was convieted. Col. William S. Haimil- 
ton, son of Alexander Hamilton, defended him. TLe was convicted 
and his ease was appealed to the Supreme Court and there after 
considerable delay, a new trial was etven. 

There was no jail then, and the expense was considerable in 
hiring enards te wateh him, but the Indian made no attenipts to 
eseape. He was re-tried and sentenced to be hanged. Bunt his 
euard being by that time carelessly maintained, at the suggestion 
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of his sueceeding counsel he eseaped. Subsequently at the battle 
of Stilhnan’s Run, he was wounded so desperately that when found 
by Peonians, he was lmimanely killed. 

The courthouse was Ogee’s eabin which T have mentioned 
before. At night the jurors slept in the reom in their blankets, 
on the floor. The cabin is mentioned as standing on the bank of the 
river, near where the 'T. P. & W. bridge lands on the Peoria side 
Of the river, 

The present Lee county was in Peoria county then. The trial 
judge was Joln York Sawyer, the Judge who induced lather Dixon 
to accept the clerkship of that court, and Father Dixon acted as 
elerk at the trial. The whole countryside attended that trial. Ogee 
swore to the original complaint, Oct. 4, 1825, hefore Jacob Wilson, 
a justice of the peace, and the offense is eharged as having been 
connnitted Oct. 2, and on the fourth the vietim died. 

Nonra-que at one time and another was confined i jail at 
Springfield, at another in Edwardsville, and the expense was con- 
siderable for those days. | should explain that after lis second 
conviction, his case was appealed and that pending a decision, he 
Was permitted to ronm at large. 

The story is printed in the July number, 1912, of the Journal 
of the Dhnois State Historical Society, pages 246, et seq. 

Thus it will be perceived, another item in Ogee’s life was 
furnished; he came to the old American Fur Company's trading 
pomit, established by Gurdon 8. Wubbard in 1818. 

The west notice we have of Lee county was in the year 1627, 
In that vear, Red Bird, a Winnebago ehicf. of Wisconsin, was 
inritated into a declaration of war against the whites by the 
mntrigne of the Sioux, and the massacre of a family of whites at 
Praine du Chien followed. Fear for the Mlinois settlements in 
the lead qaines prompted the Hlnois governor to send a battalion 
of troops thence to assist in quelling Red Bird's insurrection. After 
a tedious mareh to Galena, it was found that Gen. Henry Atkinson 
and Col. Henry Dodge had captured Red Bird and the so-ealled 
Winnebago War had been terminated, 

Thus even before the establishment of Ogee’s Ferry, this point 
had attached to itself considerable importance as a place of ren- 
dezvous in times of danger and for the first time, Dixon beeame a 
theatre of war. 

Mis. 8. W. Phelps of Lee Center has given us the best deserip- 
tion of the old Peoria trail have found. Tn 1832, her family trav- 
led frou Springfield to Galena, o'Phena child of eight, Twas the 
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junior member of a party of five en route from New York City to 
Galena, Tl. . . . The route was via Hudson river to Albany, 
thenee across New York state by Erie canal to Buffalo, onward by 
stage to Wheeling, Va., down the Ohio river and up the Mississippi 
by steamboat, and withont detentions, required a full month's tine. 

g Avriving at Springfield, IL, it was found to the dis- 
may of the older travelers that the mail stage would travel no 
further northward before spring. After days of search for a good 
teain for sale, my uncle bought a stout pair of horses, an eungrant 
wagon, buffalo robes, and provided with a conrpass, a large sack 
of crackers and some dried beef, the best provisions fur emer- 
gencies of hunger which the town afforded, we set forth, soon to 
leave the ‘settlements’ behind and to pass through a wilderness 
country made still more desolate by the ‘ Black Hawk War.’ 

“Stopping places become more infreqnent, till for the latter 
davs of the dreary way they were forty miles apart, the blackened 
ruins of cabins now and then marking the deserted ‘claims.’ (1 do 
not know of a cabin on the trail burned in 1852 by the Indians; 
some other cause must have contributed. Editor.) Roads, more 
properly called ‘trails’ by the inhabitants, long unused and cither 
overgrown by prairie grass or burned over by antumnal fires, were 
difficult to follow. Late in the afternoon of Dec. 13, our wagon 
halted before a little cabin known as ‘Daddy Joe's.” Daddy Joe 
had espied us from afar, and awaited our approach leaning upon 
the rail fence, smoking a cob pipe, his rotund figure topped off by 
a well ventilated straw hat. Tis son, vet a lad, oceupied a post 
of observation upon a ‘top rail,’ bis head also sheltered from the 
wiitry winds by a similar structure. 

“Winnebago Tilet,” known to carly settlers as a slough of 
despond, lay between us and Dixon’s Ferry, our haven of rest for 
the coming night, and my uncle asked directions to a safe crossing 
from Daddy Joc. His advice given between long putts of lis pipe 
was that we should go no further that ‘evening.’ [fe kindly offered 
shelter, food and his son as guide in the morning, as he was sure we 
could not ‘make the ford’ before dark. [Lis assertion that the old 
ford was impassable and that the trail to the new was too blind to 
folks after night, was assuring, but anxious to push on, my micle 
urged the tired horses to a lively pace. The result proved Daddy 
Joe the wiser man. The winter dusk came on all too early, the fold 
trail,’ too easilv mistaken for the new, and in the wneertain twi- 
light, the horses plunged down the steep, slippery bank into the 
black abyss of the ‘old ford.” The poor beasts floundered breast 
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deep in the icy mush, till just beyond midstream they could go no 
further, The wagon settled to its bed and the three feminine oceu- 
pants climbed upen the trunks in the rear end, there to perch for 
several hours. By desperate struggles an occasional jerk brought 
us a few inches forward, after each one the wagon again settling 
into miry bed. Thus after several hours of exhausting effort the 
two men were able to leap to the shore trom the baeks of the horses, 
bye and bye te land the stronger horse and with his help te pull out 
his fellow, now hardly able to stand alone. Then one by one, we 
were helped along the tongue of the wagon to terva firma. My aunt, 
exhausted by fatigue and fright, was lifted to the back of the better 
horse with a buffalo robe as saddle, her husband leading the horse. 
Mr. Wall followed coaxing along the other, Miss Pierce and inyself 
bringing up the rear, We started by the hght of the new risen 
oon along the tratl in *ndian file’ for a walk of three miles to 
‘Dixon’s Ferry.’ 

*T reed] distinetly the fechnes with which | trudged on im the 
deep silence of nuidmeght under the ghstening stars over the bound- 
less prairie, The weary march ended at last, twinkling lights 
erected oir cager eves and as we quickened our pace the moon- 
heams revealed a most pietnresque, though somewhat starthng 
scene, White tents gleamed and in every direction smouldering 
eaumpfires showed dusky, blanketed Forms crouelhing or lying prone 
avound thenr while a few men in army uniform bearing lanterns 
moved about with alert step and keen eve. We halted at onee, the 
ladies greatly alarmed, but the watchers had noted approaching 
hoof beats and hurried to reassure us, explaining that several 
thonsand ladiais were there encamped, for the final settlement 
of aunnities and other matters iIneluded in their recent treaty with 
the Govermnent. A moment later we were made weleome to the 
wanuth and comfort of her neat cabin by Mas. Dixon, who hastened 
to make ready a hot. relishing sapper. a roval feast to our fanish- 
Ing appetites. 

“Onur kind hostess gave up ber own soft bed by the cheerful 
hearth five to the ladies, theking ime snugly away at the foot to a 
dreauess sleep. finding a resting place somewhere among her 
many enests for my unele and My. Hall. 

“Ti the erniv of the early dawn, 9a. Dixon and las stalwart 
sons started out with oxen, chains and poles to resene the aban- 
doued prairie schooner from the Inlet Slough, returning with it in 
trimmpbal procession a few hours later, Meanwhile. some one had 
taken ane out into the tereat tent’ among the warrior chiefs, 


HISTORY OF LEE COUNTY 41 


adorned with paint and feathers and earrings, and gorgeous in all 
the new toggery obtained from the agents. As we passed around 
the cirele, a painted chief caught me up in his arms, seating me on 
his knee, adinired and patted my red cheeks, calling me ‘brave 
squaw, brave squaw,’ because | did not turn pale and run away in 
fear. All preparations for a fresh start were soon completed, and 
we made haste to leave Lee county soil—at least so much of it as 
we were not compelled to carry away upon our belongings. But 
getting away proved no easy matter. The horses had not been eon- 
sulted. Once at the river’s brink our troubles began anew. The 
ferry was a rope ferry, the boat a flat boat ‘poled’ across the swift 
flowing river. The quivering horses, terrified at sight of the water, 
refused to enter the boat. After long and vain urging they finally 
made a wild plunge forward which sent the boat spinning from the 
shore as they sprang upon the boat, dragging the fore wheels of the 
wagon with them, the hind wheels dropping into the river, almost 
tossing us into the stream. Instantly, Ma. Hall was in the shallow 
water with his shoulder to the wheel, and somehow, between the 
efforts of the men and horses the whole wagon was got on board. 
After a halt upon the shore for advice and thanks to our friends, 
and a changing of the soaked garments for dry ones by the chilled 
men, their dripping raiment fluttering from various points of the 
wagon cover, our long ride to the lead mimes was again resumed.”’ 

The old trail from Peoria to Galena became the most famous 
trail in the country. Northward a constant stream poured in the 
spring to make money from the lead mines. In the fall the same 
streain flowed backward. This movement so like that of the fish 
ealled sucker, gave the name Sucker to the people of Hlinois and 
ever since it has clung to them. 

It is known quite generally that Ogee was an intemperate man. 
Tt is known that he married a Pottawatomie woman because at the 
treatv of Prairie du Chien in 1829, his wife, Madeline, was given 
a section of ground in Wyoming township, Lee county; but for 
what services, I cannot tell. The treaty simply recites, ‘“To Made- 
line, a Pottawatomie woman, wife of Joseph Ogee, one section west 
of and adjoining the tract herein granted to Pierre ‘Leclere,’ at the 
Paw-paw Grove.’’ Ogee did a famous business. For some reason 
or another, possibly because he had not complied with the law 
governing ferries, Ogee took out a license from Jo Daviess county, 
Dee. 7, 1829. Possibly it was because a postoffice was about to be 
established at this point. In the year 1829 any way a postoffice 
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designated *‘Ogee’s Ferry’? was established and a Mr. Gay was 
made postinaster. 

From the American State Papers—Post Offices, I made the 
discovery that the receipts for the first vear of Ogee’s Ferry as a 
postoftiee, ending Maveh 31, 1830, were s4.64, while from Galena 
they were the largest im the state, 8824.54: over at Elkhorn they 
were 48 cents; at Peoria, $58.82; New Salem, Lincoln’s old home, 
£4.16, and Chicago, nothing. 

Ogee'’s habits beeame so lax that rather than see the ferry lose 
its prestige, Mv. Dixon took it off his hands and on April 11, 1830, 
he moved his fanily, consisting of himself, Mas. Dixon and their 
tive children, to this spot. On Sept. 29, 1830, he was eumiissioned 
postmaster of “Dixon's Ferry,” the new name of the place. As 
such postinaster, he continmed until the year 1837, 

As soon as Father Dixon obtained the ferry, a new order was 
introdueed; a rope ferry was substituted for the Ogee method of 
‘*pohing,”’ 

Travel increased alone the trail and the fact that 1 becanie 
known generally that John Dixon was the only man between Peoria 
and Galena who had money, settlers were drawn here, expecting to 
get work cnough from him to pay living expenses while they were 
getting their claims eultivated. 

Tins log house was store and tavern combmed and many a 
famous inan has tarried with Father Dixon. Up and down and 
down and up, Father Dixon fed and lodged them and Father 
Dixon loaned those old argonants money. Te traded with the 
Indians and out of their affectionate regard for him they named 
him Na-chu-sa (Hlead-hair-wlhite). Some have tortured the name 
into Nadah-Churah-Sah. Perhaps that was the correct version 
and perhaps their explanation is trne that the Tndian habit of 
abbreviation made it sound Na-chu-sa: the last named is the pro- 
nuneation that has come tous by no less an authority than John 
Dixon himself. 

With Mir. Dixon's settlement here, Ogee Joitered about the ferry 
untibabout 1839. Not very Jong before Father Dixon bought the 
ferry from him, lis wife, angered at his worthlessness, threatened 
to eave him. Quarrels became the rnle rather than the exception, 
and one day without ceremony, Mrs. Ogee trailed off under the 
knowledge and the certain belief that being rich in her own right, 
she would not have Jong to wait before her hand was sought in 
marriage, and sure enongh it was, Madeline was a wise lady for 
an dndian. A man named Job Alcott living near the present 
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village of Paw Paw married her and together, man and wife 
removed to the West with the tribe of Pottawatomies. 

As the reeords vf Lee county show at this time, the land was 
sold to David A. Town, of Paw Paw, the first settler. The sale was 
effected by the execution of two deeds; but as the deseriptions were 
rather vague, a third deed was exeeuted with something like 
accuracy. 

From an inspection of the treaty of Prairie du Chien, one would 
believe that the grant to Madeline Ogee was in fee simple, but 1 ain 
told by the Seeretary of War that in all cases, the consent of the 
Government was required to alienate a piece of land and that in the 
ease of Mis. Alcott, the Government gave that consent to all three 
transfers. 

More than likely some doubting reader may inquire when and 
where Madeline got her divorce before taking on a biganious Ins- 
band. Alas! Madeline, charming widow that she was—not—took 
Mr. Aleott for better or for worse without asking consent of any 
of the courts. A divorce proceeding was quite wiknown and 
superfluous. Alcott proposed and she took him before he could 
escape. 

From the execution of the last deed, all trace of the Aleotts and 
Ogee vanished. Ogee’s disappearance was the beginning of the 
end; the passing of the red mau from our land. In the year 1835, 
the vear of the great migration westward, the last of the Winne- 
bagoes were taken west to their new reservation. While thev 
remained they traded with Mr. Dixon; they trusted him implicitly 
and they carried his fame for honesty so far ite neighboring 
tribes that wlule other whites were molested and robbed and others 
were murdered, the family of Mr. Dixon never was disturbed. 

Duning the presenee of Black TTawk, in advance of the troops, 
he ate at AD. Dixon’s table and Mis. Dixon waited upon lin. 
For this notable service Mrs. Dixon had his affectionate regard. 

Tu another place I have told of the old account books still 
owned by Mr. Henry 8. Dixon, whieh Mr. Dixon kept with the 
Indians, but T did not inelude one entry which of itself should he 
selected as the brightest piece of mor ever written about Dixon. 
The entry is this: ‘Col. Z. Tavlor, To Mdse., including shirt pat- 
tern, $6.50.”’ 

And then follows the story of its liqnidation: ‘Settled by 
noe, 

Col. William S. Hamilton, son of Alexander Hamilton, traveled 
that famous old trail and stopped many a time with Father Dixon, 
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and many an item may be found charged against him for mer- 
ehandise and money borrowed. 

Wintield Scott, a candidate for President and the general of 
all the armies, when he came out to relieve Atkinson, stopped with 
Father Dixon and he bought goods too. But the entries show that 
he was a cash customer. 

But those acquaintances and those credits, like the one to Taylor, 
had their influence. When in 1840 John Dixon went to Washington 
to secure the removal of the United States land office from Galena 
to Dixon, Zachary Taylor and Wintield Scott made it their busi- 
ness to assist hin with the result that in 1840 the land office was 
ordered removed to Dixon and in 1540 it was removed. 

While in 1834 the importance of this trail was diminished and 
the Peru and Peoria shipping and trading points lost in influence 
to the rising young city of Chicago, Dixon became a center of larger 
influence by reason of the establishment in that year of the mail 
route by the Government from Galena through Dixon to Chicago, 
and with that year, the history of Lee county may be said to begin. 

Stations in Lee eounty were established at Inlet, Melugin’s 
Grove and Paw Paw, though for a considerable period East Paw 
Paw inaintained a higher degree of importance, than its Lee county 
namesake. It seems remarkable that notwithstanding the selee- 
tion of a north and south route through Lee county and its use for 
many years by a constant stream of travel, few stopped by the 
wayside to settle in Lee county. The tide of immigration which 
began in 1835, came almost entirely from the east along the Dixon 
mail and stage road which traversed the county diagonally from 
the southeast to the northwest and while the Peoria trail is but a 
memory and is an utter stranger to the maps of today, yet the old 
Dixon-Chieago trail today is almost identical with the old 1834 
route from Dixon, clear through to Chicago. After the settlement 
of the Dixons here, Mr. John K. Robison was about the first to 
follow. Listening to the rumors of Mr. Dixon’s money, he followed 
in. 1838 and obtained employment teaching My. Dixon’s eluldren 
and some others from Buffalo Grove. He used the old Dixou man- 
sion for his school room; thus the mansion beeame the first tavern, 
the first store and the first sehool in Dixon and in Lee eounty. 
Shortly thereafter, Mr. Robison moved to Melugin’s Grove, mar- 
ried a daughter of Zachariah Melugin and lived there practically 
all the rest of his life. 

Some few variations were attempted in the route when settle- 
ments eame into importance as they did with great rapidity; but 
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with the exception of a change to take in Aurora when that place 
had reached a prominent position in the census reports, little or no 
change ever was made in the famous old Chicago road. 

On March 2, 1839, the change was made to Aurora. The road 
was to begin on the west bank of Fox river at or near a house built 
by Harvey Bristol, occupied by Horace Town, then west to strike 
the Dixon’s Ferry road. Such was the language of the act of the 
Legislature which authorized the change. Roadmaking at that 
time occupied the public mind quite as much as it does today while 
we are talking about the Lincoln Highway and other great road 
schemes. On the same day mentioned above, the Legislature 
authorized the laying out of a road from Dixon’s Ferry to Linder, 
Union Grove and thence on to Fulton City. Dixon was a center, it 
will be observed! On the same day all roads established as county 
roads were declared to be state roads and thereafter every Legis- 
Jature dealt with the subject of roads with greater frequency than 
any other subject. 

On March 2, 1837, an aet was passed by the Legislature to view 
and lay out a road from Princeton in ‘‘Putnam”’ county, to inter- 
sect the state road leading from Chicago to Dixon’s Ferry in Ogle 
county. And this road actually was laid out and it became the 
thoroughfare from Princeton to Chicago. By the laving out of 
that road, My. George FE. Haskell, the Inlet merchant, secured a 
large volume of trade at his Inlet store. Only a few days ago 
Mrs., Haskell told me that her husband’s trade was largely from 
the country over in the direction of Princeton and that it was her 
custom always to put up the enstomer for the night, feed him and 
his team and send him back with the best of opinions of Mr. Has- 
kell and his generosity. 

The commissioners to lay out that Princeton branch of the 
Chicago road, were men who subsequently secured national fame. 
Their names were Charles Bryant, Joseph Knox, and John I<im- 
ball. 

As IT have mentioned before, the road designed to run from 
Lewiston to Galena never reached the period of infancy. Tt died 
in childbirth. But the road from Beardstown to Galena by way 
of Prophetstown, Savaiina, Plum river on the north and Hen- 
derson, Knoxville, Rushville on the south, came near rivaling 
Kellogg’s and Boles’ trails out of existence. Father Dixon had 
more to do with the ultimate extinction of the Beardstown road 
than any other influence. He put it out of commission just as he 
put the Galena land office out of commission, and Dixon’s Ferry 
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was saved. The road was so important in the eves of the Legis- 
lative, that five conmissioners were appointed to lay it out: A, M. 
Sevmour, of Henry county: Asa Cook, of Whiteside county ; Israel 
Mitchell, of Jo Daviess county; Russel Tanerey, of Schuyler 
connty, and G. A. Charles of Knox county. The intention of the 
act was to ereate a great state road. 

One reason why many of the contemplated north and south 
roads were failures, was the lack of bridges of any character by 
which to cross the low ground which lay from Lee county clear over 
to the Mississippi river. 

On the Peoria read through Lee county, the distanee over 
marshy ground was made trifling by reason of the narrowness of 
the strip whieh laid between Inlet and Winnebago swamps (all 
then called Winnehage swamp). That at times was very bad, but 
efforts were made early to afford the traveler a passage over, 
sometimes perilous, but nevertheless certain. The older method 
already has been recited by the Lee Center lady. 

On Feb. 19, 1839, Henry W. Cleaveland, obtained an act of the 
Legislature, by which he was granted the privilege of building a 
bridge across the Winnebago swamp, and this bridge and its neees- 
sary causeway were to be finished by a certain date in 1840. Like 
every other venture authorized in those days it was not finished on 
time and Cleaveland had his franchise extended on Feb. 26, 1841, 
to Dee. 1, 1841, in whieh fo finish his bridge and causeway. 

The causeway was to be raised at least three feet above the sur- 
face of adjaeent ground and was to extend north or south of the 
bridge across Green river so as to embrace all the wet ground. It 

ras fo be made of good timber, and was to be covered with earth, 
Furthermore, the bridge need not be more than fifteen feet wide. 

Mr. Cleaveland dalhed until Feb. 3, 1845, when a supplement- 
ary act was passed amending the original act so that “it shall not 
be so construed as to compel the said Cleaveland, his assoeiates, 
ete., to use timber or stone in the erection of the causeway across 
Winnebago swamp only at sueh place or places where it is abso- 
lutely necessary, 

Seetion 2. Said Cleaveland may proeure one disinterested 
householder of Tee county to examine the bridge and eanseway ; 
the connty commissioners another and the twe so c¢hesen to seleet 
a third and if they think the bridge and causeway are completed 
according to Jaw and this explanation, they shall file an affidavit 
thereof in the office of the clerk, whieh shall he satisfaetory evidenee 
until eontrary appears.” That ended Cleaveland’s legislation. 
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The road was made of dirt and timbers, but many times the dirt 
left the logs beneath and then all the tortures of travel on a cordu- 
roy road were endured. 

In another part of this book, (May town,) there has been 
written a faithful and very interesting story about this noted old 
causeway and its history, good and bad. It tells of the old toll 
house and tavern, so lonesome that flies and mosquitoes fled when 
thev chaneed that way. The murders too ave told minutely. 

The old Galena, Dixon, Chicago road, which became the ulti- 
mate stage road and state road, was surveyed by Capt. Joseph 
Naper of Naperville in 1833. The first stage coach on this stage- 
mail route to leave Dixon, started eastward Jan. 1, 1834. 

On Jan. 12, 1836, John Boles and James L. Nirkpatrick were, 
by enactment, permitted to build a toll bridge over ‘‘ Fever river, at 
or near a plaec in Galena, called Meeker’s furnace and at the termi- 
nation of the state road.”’ 

On Feb. 10, 1835, a bill was appreved which authorized the 
laying out of a state road from Chicago to Galena, crossing Rock 
river at the residence of John Phelps (Oregon). And the road, 
passing through Sycamore and St, Charles, was surveyed duly, and 
used for many vears, nnder the provisions of an act approved 
March 4, 1837. 

On the same Feb. 10th, the act was approved authorizing the 
survey of the road from “the Paw Paw Grove, on the road lead- 
ing from Chicago to Dixon’s Ferry, running from said grove by 
the groves on the headwaters of Burean river, to the settlements at 
Dimick’s Grove, on said stream, and from thence to Princeton, so 
as best to accommodate the inhabitants hetween those pomts, and 
from Prinecton, on the shortest and best route to the county seat 
of Rock Island county.’’ The reader will find this road mentioned 
many times in the history of Sublette, through which township it 
passed. But evidently, either the route was unsatisfactory or some 
hiteh halted it until Feb. 24, 1848, when another aet authorized 
Commissioners William Hoskins, Robert E. Thompson and Enos 
Smith of Burean county to view, survey, mark, locate and establish 
a state road from Princeton, via Dover and LaMoille to the imter- 
section of the state road leading from Paw Paw to Princeton. 

T am convineed the road had heen built already and that this 
act, but changed it somewhat. beeanse in the title, the word re-view 
is used. 

Among other measures put throngh various Legislatures to 
amend old roads and make new ones, was one passed Jan, 14, 1836, 
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to straighten out the road from Peoria to Dixon, and James Wilson 
of Tazewell county, Henry Thomas of Putnam county and Simon 
Reed of Peoria county, were appointed commissioners ‘‘to view, 
survey, mark and locate a state read, to commence at the court- 
house in Peoria, rmmning thence by the most direct route to Rock 
river, to strike the same at a point ou the first rapids below Dixon’s 
Ferry; thence by the most direct route to Galena.”’ 

For this work, which by the way never was done, the commis- 
sioners were to be paid $2 per day, which, with the surveyors and 
chaimnen’s fees were to be paid by Witham Kirkpatrick of Rock 
river. In consideration therefor, said Kirkpatrick was to be per- 
mitted to build a toll bridge across the Winnebago swamp, at the 
place where said road crossed the swamp. The bill was passed to 
help Kirkpatrick and for no other purpose, and like so many 
others, failed. 

On Feb. 27, 1837, an act was approved authorizing the survey 
of a road from Peoria via Wappelo and Savanna to Galena. But 
like most other roads designed to attack the Dixon road, nothing 
suecessful ever came of it. The Cleaveland charter, under the act 
of Keb. 19, 1839, supexvseded all others, just as in the earlier years 
it had preeeded them. 

May 3, 1843, Morris Walvod of DeKalb, Reuben Pritchard of 
Ogle, and Bela T. Hunt of Kane county, were appointed commis- 
sioners to lay ont, mark and leeate a state road from Chicago via 
St. Charles, Sveamore, Coltonville and Browdies’ Grove to Dixon. 
The bill also conferred the power to assess damages as well as esti- 
mate the advantages and disadvantages. This bill was designed to 
draw to Sveamore some of the importance which had become 
attached to places along the more southerly route and unite at 
Sveamore, the Oregon and the Dixon routes. But nothing ever 
maine Of It. 

The state road, LaSalle to Inlet, where it intersected the Chi- 
eago road was authorized by act of Maveh 3, 1848, and it was the 
road whieh crossed Sublette township and subsequently was used 
extensively. To loeate this read Zimri Lewis and Jarvis Swift of 
LaSalle eounty and George Ki. Taskell of Lee county, were 
appointed commissioners. 

Iividently, onee a state road had been loeated, it remained a 
fixture until subsequent legislation changed it. beeanse in looking 
over the session laws, | found many instanees where old routes 
were vacated either by change or abandonment. The Dixon-Peoria 
road was no exception. On Mareh 2,°1843, so much of the Peoria- 
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Galena road via Osceola and Wappello (spelling of the act fol- 
lowed), was vacated, ‘‘as is located across block 1, Hale’s second 
addition to Peoria, and extending diagonally across said block from 
Main to Hamilton street.”’ 

The last road worthy of notiee, which I find, was authorized by 
act of Feb. 12, 1849, and it appointed Commissioners Henry Porter 
of Lee, Henry Childs of Buvean and J. P. Thompson of LaSalle, 
to locate it from Pern to Knox’s Grove, in the town of Sublette. 


* 3 * 


The trails are gone. In Lee county, the banditti of the prairie 
gave them many chapters of desperate deeds. They lent an atmos- 
phere and an action which made brave men tremble, but which now 
have the lure of memories far more pleasing. Like all the other 
problems which confronted the old pioneer, he met and conquered 
the desperado, the corduroy road, the storm and poverty. Whata 
fight that brave old warrior made! What a brave old soul that 
hardy fearless pioneer was! If he were alive today, he would hark 
back to the scenes with the same interest we do and with perhaps 
a secret pleasure that he was in at the beginning and that he was in 
at the death, too, of the regime of terror and trouble. 

Do you now eavil because I have spent so much time upon the 
first days of this fertile and prosperous county of ours where lands 
sell for fabulous sums; where men drive miles in less time than 
the pioneer drove inches ? 


Clie Pile Ly 


LEE COUNTY WILE A PART OF OGLE 


After the adoption of the constitution in 1818, and the rapid 
settlement in the newer parts of the state, communities desired 
eloser communication with county seats and so, early, those set- 
tlements broke away from the parent county and set up for them- 
selves. 

When on Jan. 31, 1821, Pike couty was formed, Lee county 
became a part of Pike county. When on Jan. 15, 1825, Peona 
broke away from Fulton, Lee beeame a part of Peoria county. 

In the vear 1826, voters in the northwestern part of the state 
became numerous enongh to have appointed for them a voting 
Precinct oi Never river, near Galena, called the Wever river pre- 
cinet and on August 7, the first election was held, of which Nehe- 
mial Bates, Jesse W. Shull, and Andrew Clamo, sworn in before 
John L. Bogardus, J. P., acted as judges. 

In that same vear, 204 persons were listed as tax payers anda 
deputy from Peoria was sent up to collect the taxes. But the eiti- 
zens of that district defied the deputy and he returned home with- 
out anv taxes. Sneha state of anarehy eould not endure for long 
and so Jo Daviess county was organized Feb. 2, 1827, and Lee eae 
into that jurisdiction. The process was slow, but nevertheless, 
certain. 

Then in the vear 1856, Ogle was organized and our stay in Ogle 
provided us with some of our most interesting history. But before 
entering Ogle I should state that the first election precinet which 
embraced Dixon and in which its people night vote, was estab- 
lished June 8, 1831, by the county commissioners of Jo Daviess 
county, and was defined as follows: 

“Tt is considered that the persons residing within the following 
limits shall constitute voters within Buffalo Grove precinet. viz. : 

o1 
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Kast of the Lewiston road and south of a Jine to include the dwell- 
ings of Crane and Iylliard, running to the sonthern boundary of 
the eointy inelusive. 

“It is considered that John Dixon, Isaac Chamber's and John 
Ankeny, be and they are appointed judges of elections for the Buf- 
falo Grove precinct.”’ 

This Lewiston trail erossed Rock river at Prophetstown and 
passed up through Carroll county, not far from Lanark. 

But even for those days, Galena was a long distance away for 
county seat purposes and impatient for more convenience, a new 
county was prayed for in the confident expectation that by its eree- 
tion a settlement, instead of a raw piece of prairie remote from 
settlement, would be selected, and an act was passed by the Legis- 
lature, and approved Jan. 16, 1836, erecting the county of Ogle. 
Tts area comprehended the present counties of Lee and Ogle. 

Two of the three commissioners, appointed by the act, met as 
ordered, June 20, 1836, at the house of Oliver W. Nellogg, in Buf- 
falo Grove, from which they traveled over castward and Joeated 
the county seat in the midst of a wild unsettled conntry and on a 
elaim ‘‘claimed’’ by Joln Phelps and a stake was driven in the 
land to indieate that it had been selected for connty seat purposes. 

It was the rule at the time that when commissioners had selected 
raw jand for county seat pirposes, the United States would donate 
the same for the purpose and issne a patent. 

In this instance, the location was done so earelessly that a mis- 
take was made in the description of the quarter section and later, 
the mistake created a fruitful subject for litigation. But, the spot 
was the one upon which Oregon, once ealled Florence, stands today. 
Then the house of John Phelps was about the only one uear the 
place. 

The aetion of the commissioners made every settlement in the 
county angry and at the first election Oregon had to fight them all. 

The aet provided for an election of county officers on the first 
Monday of April, 1836, but because the commissioners had not met 
to locate the county seat and because of indifference, the election 

yas not held until Dee. 24, 1836, the date set by Thomas Ford the 
judge of the Sixth judicial eireuit, so that meantime the territory 
remained under the jurisdiction of Jo Daviess eounty. 

By the sane aet creating Ogle, Whiteside county was erected, 
but for reasons, sunilar, perhaps to those existing in Ogle, White- 
side was not organized completely until 1839, when Lee and White- 
side both were ent off from Ogle. 
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Some historians have made the mistake of stating that Ogle 
county as created by the act of the Legislature, embraced White- 
side county. Such was not the case. Whiteside was attached to 
Ogle during its formative process for judicial purposes only. 

By the time this election day called by Judge Ford had rolled 
around, tlie fiercest rivalry between Dixon and the so-called village 
of Oregon, had sprung up, and so the two places prepared to 
grapple for supremacy. 

Inasmueh as the county commissioners would control the place 
of holding the courts and could control the county officers as well, 
until suitable buildings were provided, and they were made the 
judges of what constituted suitable county buildings, Dixon and its 
friends prepared to secure the election of commissioners favorable 
to Dixon, and it presented the names of Virgil A. Bogue, of Buffalo 
Grove; 8. St. John Mix, of Byron and Cyrus Chamberlain, of Lee 
county (now), but a resident of Grand Detour precinct. Oregon 
presented the names of Isaac Roseuerans, Ezra Bond and W. J. 
Mix of Oregon. 

Following was the vote: 


DIXON CANDIDATES 


Wee GUC a ee Gn s wali cae see oa 98 votes 
echo lltvel C0, 0iaha kien eae ee are areas mar ere 98 votes 
yrie Chanierlain gyc. wees ee ce eet aco 95 votes 


OREGON CANDIDATES 


lisnave Mogens . 2.4 . sea seGaebodes meee 89 votes 
IVA LB YANIIGL sp cote mer ee ceteee acetate ne Sc VPaNe Ae ar eee 90 votes 
Vere) te Sao ee eee ere teat eae Awe. | 87 votes 


Votes on county officers were as follows: 

Recorder, James V. Gale, 138; B. J. Phelps, 48. Survevor, 
Joseph Crawford, 119; William Sanderson, 63. Sheriff, W. W. 
Mudd, 95; Jeremiah Murphy, 93. Coroner, L. H. Evarts, 94; Ira 
Ail, 9G. 

The poll book showing the 188 voters, voting at that exciting 
election, has been destroyed partially. The only names left on it 
ave: J. P. Dixon, W. A. House, L. Crandle. E. W. Hine, J. L. 
Spaulding, A. Shepherd, J. F. Sanford, D. Javinole, M. T. Kimball, 
oki, A. Rue, J. Rie, C.N, Rumer, J. Young, A. Dickerman, 
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Dt, Be? Brown, J. ouydei, = Spaulding, R. Murray, P. 
Cameron, W. Seuthall, William Salen, S. Sharer, 8. Gilbraith, 
G. Chandler, James V. Gale, G. Rosencrans, W. W. Mudd, D. 
Brown, J. W. Jenkins, John Boardman, 8. C. Fuller, Robert Page, 
David Reed, H. Rosenerans, S. Simth, G. Angel, Jas. Williams, 
J. W. Moss. 8. Johnson, — Driscoll. Mar. Gale, of Oregon, recorder- 
elect. made the following cutrvy in his diary. which tadicates nildly 
the feeling aroused at that election: 

“There was great excitement at this election. A} the towns 
were against Oregon. A large quantity of whiskey was drunk, 
and several fights occurred. Dixon, Grand Detour, Buffalo Grove 
and Bloomingville (now Byron), all combined against Oregon. A 
great deal of hard feeling grew ont of this election that lasted until 
Lee eonnty was set off and crected intu an independent connty. 
One man became so boisterous and pugilistic towards his brother 
that he was ted with a rope. It was the noisiest, roughest, most 
exciting election ever held m the comty.”’ 

The judges of that election were James V. Gale, G. W. Resen- 
crans and Jonathan W. Jenkins. The clerks were Smith Galbraith 
and George Chandler. 

Snith Gilbraith was appomted clerk of the county commis- 
sivners’ court. James P. Dixon and Oliver W. Kellogg, father of 
Mis. Kk. B. Baker, signed lis bond. ‘Thus Dixon controlled the 
situation and thus it will be seen how, with a technical county seat 
at Oregon, all the courts were held in Dixon at the schoolhouse. 
Until Lee was set off, the county commissioners’ court, which must 
not be confused with the cirenit court, was a peripatetic affair. 

The first session convened Jan. 3, 1837, at the house of James 
Phelps in Oregon City. Present, Virgil A. Bogue and 8. St. John 
Mix. The first order made was the appointment of Smith Gil- 
braith, ler. 

On Mareh 6, 1837, the commissioners met at the house of Ma FF. 
CnsInnan, Bulfalo Grove. At this session Cyrus Chamberlain 
appeared, and Oliver W. Kelloge was appointed comnty treasurer 
and entered into bonds in the stan of $3,000 with James P. Dixon 
and i. W. Covell, both of Dixon, as sureties. At this session, too, 
Heense was eranted [. W. Covell, to sell goods, wares, merehan- 
dise, ete. for one year. in consideration of the payment of $10 to 
the county treasnrer, Phis 810 was the first money paid into the 
CHS. 

Htamay be mteresting to know, at this point that the tirst license 
to keep tavern in the new county was issued to Joseph Sawyer, 
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and the second one was issued to Adolphus Bliss of Lnlet notoriety, 
for which each paid $10. 

One of the first as well as one of the most important duties of 
the commissioners at that session was to lay off election precinets, 
two of which fell to territory now embraced in Lee county. The 
Dixon precinct was bounded as follows: ‘*Commencng on the 
west line of the county on township line between sections 22 and 
23; running east eight miles; then south to Rock river; down Rock 
river to the south line of section 17; then east two miles, then 
south three miles on line between sections 34+ and 35; then east to 
town line; then south to the north Hne of town 20; then west to 
county line; then north to place of beginning.” 

William P. Burrows, James P. Dixon and Wilham Martin, 
were appointed judges of elections, and the house of E. W. Covell, 
was named as the voting place. 

Inlet was named also as a precinet: Bounded on the north by 
Dixon, Grand Detour and Oregon City precincts; on the east, by 
the county hne, and on the south and west by the hnes of said 
county. Zachariah Melugin, Thomas Dexter and Charles West 
were appointed judges and the house of Corvdon Dewey was made 
the polling place. 

Mareh 7th, Adolphus Bliss and others presented a petition ask- 
ing for viewers to view for read purposes, a route past the ‘Travel- 
er’s Home,’* the log tavern of Bliss. Five dollars was deposited 
to pay the viewers’ expenses and John Dixon, Corydon Dewey and 
Zachariah Melugin were appointed viewers and their report was 
unfavorable to the proposed read. Tt may be well to add at this 
point that the deposit of money in those days went to pay the view- 
ers’ fees: if the road was Duilt, it was returned; if not the money 
was not returned. 

At this same mecting, rates for tavern keepers were established 
and so were rates for the Dixon ferry. 


TAVERN RATES 


ier edelhineal i: wiciials ...veka. ese. 3714 cents 
For keeping each horse one ‘‘knight,’’ to 

LSi6e Ss URC O87: Vi ene ee 50 ~—s cents 
TeiCachmiGe mine wey caer os cle eck oe ba es 25 cents 


For each drink of spiritnons liquor ...... 1214 cents 
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ROCK RIVER FERRY RATES 


For each yoke of oxen and wagon........... $ .7d 
For each additional yoke of oxen............ 2d 
Hor inva Norsesaiid Wagon. wees fs ocd oma eae 1d 
Hor each additiomall howe. .1....6..05.52- 12% 
For each two horse pleasure carviage....... 1.00 
I oreael mimi WOVE gaa, ae esas oe veer es 2d 
Isoieeticly IOGUIM Ns @e Seen. Sa eee de seem oe 12% 
PF omone horse Amd Wwaeon o.c2. eee ee a8 dlp 
Foreacin horetcamd) 16... acs oe atateees oe D0 
Hor each Norse. Or wis. \iaie geese eee eae 12144 
Moirench headsot earths ena ene ee 0614 
For each head of sheep or hogs.............. 0614, 


At this same very important meeting the comnissioners 
“Ordered, That, on the second Monday in June next, such portion 
of the section of land on wilich the county stake is stuck, be sold at 
public auction for the benefit of Ogle county; the portion to be 
sold to be hereafter designated by the county commissioners.’’ 
Another important order was made, to-wit: for the election of 
justices and constables on April 12th, following. 

In Dixon, Benjamin H. Steward (80 votes) and John Morse 
(29 votes) were elected constables, 

In the Inlet preecinet, Daniel M. Dewey was clected justice of 
the peace (17 votes), and Charles West was elected constable (17 
votes), and trom a history of Ogle county which speaks plainly, 
we are told: ‘Justice Dewey, Constable West, Adolphus Bliss (of 
the old Travelers’ Home), his wife, Hannah, and a few others of 
their gang, because of their ‘close’ connection and secret and sus- 
picions wavs of transacting public and private business, came to be 
known to the pioneers as ‘Dewey, West & Co.’ ” 

On March 8, 1837, the commissioners adjourned to meet at 
Grand de Tour (so spelled), June 6, 1837. 

At an cleetion held in Dixon, Jimne 10, 1837, two justices and two 
constables were elected: Samnel C. MeClure received 31 votes for 
Justice. Toraee Thompson 19 votes, and li. W. Covell 1 vote. For 
constable, Damel B. Melveney received 35 votes, Samuel Leonard 
10 votes. and S. Britton 1 vote. 

The next, a extra session, was held at Dixon, July 29, 1837, 
and at it, the petition was approved, asking that no license be 
granted for the sale of liquor in Dixon. 
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“Ordered, That the clerk shall not grant to any person or per- 
sons, license to keep grocery in the town of Dixon.”’ Our tirst dry 
period in Dixon! Though by referenee to the list of indictments 
returned at the first term of the Lee circuit court, for selling with- 
out license, it will be guessed that liquor was to be had. 

The county otticers made but little in those days: Smith Gil- 
braith’s fees amounted to $8.87; his records, stationery, ete., $8.50, 
and this account was the first one presented against the county of 
Ogle. The next session was held at Buifalo Grove, Sept. 4, 1837. 
Meantime, in Aturgust, under the law, Smith Gilbraith had been 
elected county clerk; his bond for 81,000 with Cyrus Chamberlain 
as surety, Was approved. At this session, this very unportant order 
was made by the commissioners: ‘‘Ordered, That the clerk inform 
all the county officers and the judge of the cireuit court, that Dixon 
has been selected as the place of holding courts until Angust, 1838.” 

The next, Deeember, session was held in Dixon. 

At the March, 1838, session, the Dixon ferry was assessed a tax 
of €30, which was larger by 100 per cent than any other of the seven 
ferries in the county; the ferry charges too were revised at this 
session moderately, by adding to the lists of velneles, sleighs. Some 
more minor changes were made too. So one may see how nigratory 
the plaee of holding the county commissioners’ court had heen. 
The present board was determined to remain away from Oregon, 
During all this time, the commissioners had met but once at the 
house of John Phelps and that was the first time. 

To criticise and question the motives of the first commissioners, 
did no good and so the friends of other settlements determined to 
seek relief by carving a new eounty out of Ogle. This information 
was not known generally and so in August, 1838, when under the 
new law three new commissioners were to be elected, Dixon made 
no opposition to the efforts of Oregon to eleet them. Messrs. Mar- 
tin Revnolds, Jacoh Parry and Masten Williams, all partisans of 
Oregon, were elected. They met in Dixon, in special session, 
August 30th, and ordered that the Oetober term, 1838, of the cireuit 
court, be held at Dixon: after that, at the house of John Phelps, 
Oregon City, and that the county eourt be held thereafter at the 
house of John Phelps. 

But when news reached Oregon City that Dixon had been per- 
mitted even that small concession, its withdrawal was demanded 
the very minute the commissioners met at Oregon. Accordingly 
we find that in September, the order was revoked so far as Dixon 
was concerned, and the Oetober term, 1838, was ordered to be held 
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in Oregon, although as a matter of fact, it was not. A climay had 
been reached. Peaceful men had tired of waging warfare and of 
fighting out the controversies. The feud had extended to include 
members of the family, the women and the children. The story 
is told to the effect that one day John Phelps had to come to Dixon 
on business. Father Dixon kept the only tavern in the place. 
Phelps was hungry. Father Dixon was absent, but just the same, 
Phelps did not want to enter; but he had to. During the meal, 
Mrs. Dixon is reported as remarking to Phelps: ‘‘It is a good 
thing for you, Mr. Phelps, that Ma. Dixon is not home today, for 
if he was, you would get hurt. There would be a fuss.”’ 

To which Phelps is reported as replying, ‘‘It is a good thing 
fur My. Dixon, madaim, that he is not at home, for if he was, he 
surely would be hurt. I was born in a fuss, and nothing pleases 
me better than to he engaged in a fuss."” There may be consider- 
able improbability about this sterv, but as a matter of fact the 
elimax which brought matters to a focus, was enaeted in Galena 
when Phelps while in Galena, discovered the plans of Mr. Dixon, 
by reading a notice posted to the effect that at the next session of 
the Legislature, a bill would be introduced for the formation of a 
new county which would include Oregon on its northernmost line. 
Immediately, Phelps posted other notices to the effect that at the 
next mecting ot the Legislature he would apply for a division of 
the county whese south line would inelude [dixon on its extreme 
southern limit. 

At once, Ma. Dixon sought Phelps and the agreement was made 
that an equitable division should he made which would give to 
Oregon the county seat of Ogle and to Dixon the county seat of the 
new county. 


CHAPTER V 


ORGANIZATION OF LEE COUNTY 


The first and only term of court for Ogle county held while 
joined with Lee, was held in Dixon as we have seen, in September, 
1837. Judge Dan Stone presided. [le appointed Thomas Ford to 
act as state's attorney, and the first term of court was held in the 
blacksmith shop of James Wilson, which by that time had its floor 
laid. Notwithstanding the amicable arrangement made by John 
Dixon and Aly. Phelps of Oregon City, certain disgruntled loeali- 
ties, notably Butfalo Grove, excepted to it in the fear that in the 
expansion of Dixon, certain to follow on the heels of its selection as 
county seat, Buffalo Grove as a village must decline inevitably. 
Some of Grand Detour feared the same results, and so we find the 
first locality opposing the arrangement strenuously. 

To push this bill through the Legislature, Frederick R. Dutcher 
was selected by the people of Dixon. To oppose it, Virgil A. Bogue 
of Buffalo Grove was selected. Both went to Vandalia prepared 
to fight. The remonstrance which Judge Bogue expected to use 
against the bill was left behind to be signed move liberally: when 
the desired mimber of signatures had heen obtaimed, it was then to 
be mailed to himat Vandaha. Everything being thoroughly under- 
stood, the judge rested secure in the belicf that he would defeat the 
bill. 

The change from Buffalo Grove to Vandalia dict disagreed 
with the Judge, and for a couple of days he remained indoors to 
nurse his indisposition. 

Meantime Mr. Duteher called at the postoffice to secure for his 
friend. the judge, the latter’s mail. At the first visit the remon- 
strance came and Mr. Duteher put it away where it never bothered 
the Legislature afterwards. 

The judge recovered, but his remonstrance did not reach him. 
Nothing but his eloquence remained and that he proposed to nse 
in the lobby with unexampled persuasiveness. 


i) 
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But here again, Mr. Dutcher ciremmvented the effects of the 
judge’s eloquence in a most effectual manner. The vast majority 
of the legislators hated abolitionists. The judge was an uncompro- 
mising abolitionist and like Owen Lovejoy, he was not afraid to 
say so. Dutcher knew this and so he got Bogue to make a public 
abolition speeeh, whieh many members of the Legislature listened 
to, his friend Dutcher among the number. It was so much of a 
masterpiece that when the bill came up it passed almost unani- 
mously, and was approved Feb. 27, 1839. Now, pray do not elaim 
for the present generation a monopoly of wit in political schemes! 

Frederick R. Dutcher named this eounty Lee, in honor of Light 
Horse Harry Lee of Revolutionary fame and a national hero of 
Mr. Dutcher’s. Thus after many stormy scenes Lee county, as a 
separate and a legal status, was prepared to act. D. G. Salisbury, 
KE. H. Nichols and L. G. Butler from various parts of the state 
were appointed hy the act to aet as commissioners to locate a county 
seat. On May 31, 1839, they selected Dixon. Following is their 
report: 

“The undersigned, commissioners appointed by the act creat- 
ing the county of Lee, approved Feb. 27, 1839, having been duly 
sworn and after due examination, having due regard to the settle- 
ments and the convenience of the present and future population 
of said eounty of Lee, do hereby locate the seat of justice for the 
aforesaid county of Lee at the town of Dixon, and have stuck the 
stake for the place, or point, at whieh the public buildings shall be 
erected, on the quarter section composed of the west half of the 
northwest quarter of section 4, township 21, range 9, east of the 
fourth principal meridian, and the east half of the northeast quar- 
ter of section 5, same township and range aforesaid. 

“And we further report, that, the proprictors and owners of 
lots in the aforesaid town of Dixon have exeented eertain bonds 
guaranteeing the payment of the sum of $6,460, which is exclusive 
of $1,050. signed by Messrs. Gilbraith, Wilkinson and Dement, 
which is embraced and included in a bond of $3,000 and included 
above. Also one bond for a deed of eighty acres of land adjoining 
the said town of Dixon. 

“All of which is respectfully submitted to the county commis- 
sioners’ court of Lee county. 

“DPD. G. Sarissiry, [Sau] 

“Terman IT. NicHois, [Sra] 

“TA BUTLER, [Sean 
‘*Commissioners.’’ 
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It was to be expected that Dixon would be selected. Never- 
theless, a fecling of relief was felt and expressed at the release of 
the people from future political quarrels over county seat affairs. 
The act creating the county fixed the time for an election of 
county commissioners on the first Monday of Angust, 1839, at 
which Charles I’. Ingals of Inlet, Nathan R. Whitney of Franklin 
Grove and James P. Dixon of Dixon were elected our first connty 
commissioners. In the absence of a courthouse, the first school- 
house was selected in which to hold the first session of what then 
was denominated the county commissioners’ court. 

Odd dates figured conspicuously in the early affairs of Lee 
county. On Friday, the 18th of September, Lee county began 
business, and who shall say she ever has met an unlucky or wnpro- 
pitious minute! And who shall say she has failed to keep pace in 
the race with her 101 sister counties! 

Tsaac Boardman was clected clerk of the eonnty commissioners’ 
eourt; Aaron Wakeley, sheriff; Joseph Crawford, surveyor; [Lar- 
-vey Morgan, probate justice or judge, and G. W. Chase, recorder. 
Instead of the present township and board of supervisors stvle 
adopted in 1850, the older method of county administration by 
three county commissioners, acting as a court, prevailed. 

At this first term of the county commissioner’s court, the terms 
of office of the commissioners were settled as follows: May. Ingals, 
three years; My. Dixon, two years, and Myr. Whitney, one vear. 
Mr. Dixon was not present during the first session. He qualified 
Sept. 30, 1859. 

The commissioner’s per diem was $2.50. 

The first business of the commissioners was to lay off Lee county 
into election preeinets: 

No. One was known as Gap Grove precinct and it comprised 
the territory known today as the township of Palmyra. 

No. Two was called Dixon. 

Precinct No. Three was called Franklin. 

Precinct No. Four was called Melugin. 

Precinct No. Five was ealled Inlet. 

Precinet No. Six was called Winnebago and it took in the 
territory now comprising Marion, East Grove, Hanulton and 
Harmon. 

The house of William Martin was selected for the polling place 
in Gap Grove precinct and William Martin, Thomas J. Harris 
and William Johnson were appointed judges of election. For 
precinct two. the polling place was fixed at the schoolhouse in 


62 HISTORY OF LEE COUNTY 


Dixon and the judges of eleetion appointed were James Santee, 
Samuel M. Bowman and Thomas McCabe. For precinct three, 
the house of Jeremiah Whipple was selected for a polling plaee 
and for judges, Cyrus Chamberlain, Jeremiah Whipple and Don 
Cooper were selected. For precinet four, the Melngin sehool- 
house was selected for a polling place and for judges of election, 
David A. Town, Zachariah Melugin and Jobn kK. Robison were 
appointed. For precinct five, Inlet, the house of Benjamin Whit- 
aker was made the polling place for elections, and Daniel M. 
Dewey, David Frost and Asa B. Searles were appointed judges. 
For the sixth precinet, the house of David Welty was selected as 
the polling place and for judges, David Welty, Henry W. Bogai- 
dus and Nathan B. Meek were appoimted. 

Then as now the subject of better roads was one of paramount 
nnportance and we find the records of the county comniussioners’ 
court which had jurisdiction of the subject, flooded with petitions 
to review and relovate roads and parts of roads and to view and 
locate new roads. The first road to come up for consideration 
before the court was one leading from Dixon's Ferry to Bush’s 
Ferry, down stream a couple of miles. One should believe that 
with the orders the commissioners gave, it should not have required 
any order, because invariably, every order to comply with the 
petition was aecompaned with a reservation to the effect that 
the county was to be pnt to no expense save the survevor’s fees, 
and in those cases the record generally showed that somebody 
deposited them in the eounty treasury, five dollars, to pay the 
surveyor, conditioned that the same should be repaid if not used. 

The next petition to review and relocate a road was brought in 
on the same day and asked to relocate the read from Dixon's 
Forry to the house of Cyrus Chamberlain. Tn this case Willian 
P. Burrows deposited the $5. But next came a pretty big job for 
so voung a comnty. Tt was desired to re-view and relocate the 
road running front the ferry to Cleaveland’s turnpike, and from 
thence via the west end of East Greve te the south end of Lee 
eonnity. ode tis Joh, S. AL Bowman. David Weltvemd Henry 
W. Bogardns were appointed counnissioners. Later it was 
ordered that an eleetion be held in each of the six precincts to 
eleet, ou November Ith, two justices of the peaee and two constables 
in-cach preemet. Rianing on down | found one very important 
iteman the history of Lee county. Should the date eruh desire to 
know the date of the first ciretts held in Lee eounty, it was Sept. 17, 
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1839, and for the privilege of holding it the cireus of Huwe and 
Sons paid into the Lee eonnty treastry the sum of $10. 

Few of you know what a keel boat was. It was the popular 
river boat for many long and weary vears and was not superseded 
until the steamboat appeared. In point of form it resembled very 
much the eanal boat. All around the top of the bulwarks a plat- 
form was built, along which the crew walked forward and baek- 
wards with their long poles with which the boat was propelled. 
The poles did a good job while going down stream or while float- 
ing upon the surface of qmet waters, but while trying to make 
headway against the wind or the current, the task was nothing 
short of feartul. The crew were foreed to go ashore with a long 
rope. tie the rope to a tree on the bank and then by bull strength 
one velay wold pull the ropes and another world catch and hold 
the gain by having the rope wound round the tree tightly enough 
to prevent any ‘‘give.”” This was called cordelling. If no trees 
appeared along the banks, then the erew were compelled to make 
for the shore and wade in the shallow water and pull the boat 
along by means of ropes. A sail was nsed in most mstances, but 
the boats were so cluinsy that sails afforded very httle assistance. 
Keel boat erews were noted for their brutalty—not to passengers 
—and for their boat songs, sung too while in the act of their most 
slavish duties. But to apply the case to Lee county: On the pay- 
ment of $5, Andrews and MeMasters were granted by the board 
of commissioners, the privilege of selling merehandise on board 
their keel boat in said Lee county until the end of the next term 
of the county commissioners’ court, “about Oct. 13, 1859.”’ 

On Oct. 2, 1839, the report of the comnnssioners locating the 
county seat at Dixon was ordered approved and spread on the 
records. 


FIRST COURTHOVSE AND JA 


On Dee. 2, 1839, plans for a courthouse and jail were taken np 
and considered; Commissioner Dixon was absent that day. 

Messrs. Carpenter and Davy were cmploved to draft further 
plans for the conrthonse. 

On Dee. 26, the elevk was ordered to make out specifieations 
for building a courthouse and jail. On the next day the clerk suh- 
mitted them: the conrthouse must be of stone er brick and the jail 
of stone and timber. They were aecepted and filed, and the clerk 
was ordered to advertise for sealed proposals, to be opened Jan. 
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6, 1840. On that date the clerk was ordered to procure plans for 
jail, to correspond with specifications, and the tine to contractors 
was extended one day when Cyrus R. Miner was paid $3 for draw- 
ing draft of courthouse roof. This was the great day of days for 
Dixon. The bids were opened; but they must have been imsuffi- 
cient because the board at once ordered that S. M. Bowman and 
Smith Gilbraith and John Van Arman be communicated with 
regarding their price for doing certain work not included in the 
specications. 

Bids could not have been mumerous. Zenas Aplington, of 
Butfalo Grove, and G. G. Holbrook secured the contract for build- 
ing the jail, for the sum of $1,495, and for the faithful observance 
of the contraet bond was required. 

Samuel M. Bowman was given the contract for building the 
courthouse for the stipnlated price, 46,800, and for the extras not 
included in the original specitieations, he was to receive $450. 
Boud was to be executed. 

And right here in the midst of all this jov of expansion comes 
the first official reeord we have of a death in the new county. On 
this same dav, Christopher Brookner was ordered paid the sum of 
$9 for making a coffin in which to bury Daniel Bremridge, a county 
charge, Nine dollars! Compare that with the price of a modern 
equipment in whieh to be ferried over the Styx! 

A study of the struggles of Dixon, a little frontier outpost, to 
seeure the county seat and then to provide funds with which to 
build the county buildings, furnishes a story of energy and pluck 
to be found only ina voung and unconquerable community. Money 
was searce in 1839—friehtfullyv searce. The effects of the 1837 
panie were stiJl hovering over the country. The Internal Iinprove- 
ment, after ruimng the state, had collapsed. The people were 
generous but poor, and vet in order te secure connty buildings for 
county uses, which should be paid for by all these who were to 
enjoy their benefits, the little village of Dixon was required by the 
act of the Legislature and the aetion of the commissioners in 
selecting Dixon, to provide a block or square of ground upon which 
to locate the eourthouse and to provide money to build that court- 
house, and a eonnty jail as well. 

Tf will he noticed Dy the report of those eommissioners, that 
the block of eround had heen offered (hy John Dixon). Tt also 
will be notieed by their report that eighty aeres of Jand adjoining 
the town plat had been seeured. Joln Dixon added that to his 
eontribition. Tt also will be noticed that Messrs. Smith Gitbraith. 
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Wilkinson and Dement, (not Joln nor Charles Dement) guar- 
anteed by bond to. pay $1,050. Others guaranteed by bond, the 
sum of £6,460, and it also will be noticed that another bond of 
$3,000, less the one of Gilbraith, et al., of $1,050, was required as the 
sine qua non for settling the county seat in Dixon, 

And so the newly elected county comnissioners proceeded to 
build the first county buildings of Lee county. 

The first Jurors, grand and petit, for the first term of the 
cireuit court, were selected at this time and their names are: 
Grand Jurors, William Martin, Noah Bedee, Reuben Eastwood, 
John H. Page, Osear I. Ayres, Elijah Bowman, John Brown, 
Thomas McCabe, Cyrus Chamberlain, Cvrns R. Miner, Erastus 
DeWolf, David H. Birdsall, George K. Haskell, Daniel M. Dewey, 
Daniel Baird, James Blair, Joseph F. Abbott, Peter T. Scott, 
Nathan B. Meek, John Wilson, Zachariah Meligin, John K. Robi- 
son and Jaeob Kipling. 

The first petit jurors, and they were drawn for the April term, 
1840, were Oliver Hubbard, Simon Fellows, Jonas M. Johnson, 
Benjamin H. Steward, Wiliam F. Bradshaw, Tliram Parks, 
Jeremiah Murphy, Josiah Mooers, Charles Edson, Joseph Craw- 
ford, Samuel C. MeClure, John Chamberlain, Edward Morgan, 
Amos Hussey, Daniel Frost, John ‘Done,’’ Richard F. Adams, 
Sylvanus Peterson, Asa B. Searls, R. B. Allen, William Guthrie, 
John Gilmore, David Welty and James 8. Bell. 

From the records in the same office it may be interesting to 
know the movements of little Cupid in this new and expansive 
county of Lee! The first three marriage licenses procured in the 
hew county, in their order, are Sept. 24, 1839, Gustavus Witz- 
ler and Louisa Dombach, who were married Oct. 10 by Smith 
Gilbraith, and the license was registered with the clerk Oct. 16. 
Thus the German was the first to get a new license in the new 
eounty and the thrifty German has been coming to this county and 
he has been growing inte fatherhood and grandfatherhood ever 
since and to those same Germans the eounty is under lasting 
obligations. But Mr. Witzler was not the first bridegroom. The 
second man to get the license beat him: On Oet. 3, 1839, William 
Hopps (unele of Clyde Smith of Dixon), who obtained license 
number two, was the first to wed, so the record savs. He and Miss 
Martha Smith were married by Rev. Charles Morris, minister of 
the gospel, Oct. 5, and his license was registered Oct. 9. The third 
to procure a license was Henry W. Cleaveland, who was married 
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to Rowena Smith, Oct. 23, by Rev. James De Pui, an Episcopal 
clergyman, who established the first Mpiscopal church in Dixon. 
The liceuse was registered Nov. 10, 1839. 


LEE COUNTY’S CHARTER 
Session Laws Eleventh Gencral Assembly, Page 170 


An Act to create the county of Lee from the county of Ogle. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the People of the State of Iinois, 
represented in the General Assembly, That all that part of Ogle 
county lying south of a line beginning on the western boundary of 
Ogle county at the northwest corner of section eighteen, in town- 
ship twenty-two, north, of range eight, east of the fourth principal 
meridian; thence, on the section line between sections numbered 
seven and eighteen, in said township, cast, to the main channel of 
tock river; thence up the center of the main channel of Rock 
river, to the section line between sections twelve and thirteen, in 
township twenty-two, north, of range nine, east of the fourth 
principal mminidian; thence, east with the last mentioned secon 
line, to the northeast corner of section seventeen, in township 
twenty-two, north, of range ten, east of the fourth principal 
meridian; thence, south, to the southeast corner of the last men- 
tioned section; and thenee, east, with the section lines, to the 
eastern boundary of the conuty, shall constitute the county of Lee. 

See. 2. That Lorin G. Butler of Cook county, E. H. Nichols, 
of Whiteside cotmty, and 1D. G. Salsbury of the county of Bureau, 
be and they are hereby, appointed commissioners to locate the seat 
of justice for said county of Lee; and satd commissioners, or a 
majority of them, shall meet at the town of Dixon, on the first 
Monday in May next, or as soon thereafter as may be, and, after 
bemg dniy qualified before some justice of the peace faithfully to 
perform the dnties required of them by this aet, shall proceed to 
locate and establish the permanent seat of justice of said eounty 
of Lee, having due regard to the settlements and the convenience 
of the present and fature population of said county, and when so 
located, shall be and remain the permanent seat of justice. 

See a. Tf said seat of justice shall be lovated on lands whieh 
live been Inid off into town lofts, the owners or proprietors of the 
same shall donate and convey unto the county eommissioners of 
said county of Lee, and their snecessors in office, for the use and 
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benefit of said county, necessary land on which to ereet public 
buildings, which shall be ereeted thereon; and shall enter into 
bonds, with approved security, to the county commissioners, and 
their successors in office, for the use and benctit of said county, to 
pay the sui of three thousand five hundred dollars, in three equal 
installments, one-third in three months, one-third in nine months, 
and the remaining third in fifteen months, from the time of said 
loeation. And if the county seat shall be located on lands claimed 
by any individual, not laid oft into town lots, the owner or pro- 
prietor shall donate unto the county, as aforesaid, at least twenty 
acres of Jand, on which public buildings shall be erected, or enter 
into bonds to the county commissioners in sueh sums and con- 
ditions as is required if the same shall be located on lands laid off 
into town lots. And all moneys accruing from the sale of any lands 
which may be donated to said county, or may be received on said 
bonds, shall be appropriated to the erection of a suitable court 
house and jail. And, until pubhe buildings are erected, the several 
courts of the counties of Ogle and Lee shall be held at sueh place, 
in their respective county seats, as the county comiiissioners shall 
direct. 

See. 4. The citizens of the county hereby created are entitled, 
in all respeets, to the same rights and privileges as are allowed in 
general to other counties in this state. 

See. 5. It shall be the duty of the elerk of the county com- 
missioners’ court of Ogle county to order an election to be held im 
the several precincts in the county of Lee; whieh order shalt he 
directed to the judges of election in the several preeincts in said 
county of Lee established by the county commissioners’ court of 
Ogle county, to be held at the several places of holding elections in 
the several precincts, for the clection of county officers for the 
county of Lee; which election shall be held on the first Monday 
in August next, and shall be conducted in all vespeets agreeably 
to the provisions of the law regulating elections. 

See. 6. It shall be the duty of the judges of the election so 
ordered to make returns thereof to the clerk of the county eoin- 
missioners’ court of Ogle county, who shall, together with two 
justices of the peace, proceed to eanyass all the votes taken i 
the county of Lee, and shall deliver their certificate to each officer 
so eleeted: and shall also deliver to the clerk of Lee county, so 
soon as he shall have been qualified, all the poll-hooks of said 
election, whose duty it shall he to forward an abstract to the 


68 HISTORY ‘OF lick COUNTY 


Sceretary of State, in sueh manner and form as is required in 
other counties in this state. he county of Lee, hereby created, 
shall continue to form a part of the county of Ogle until after 
said election, as is above provided; and the county commissioners 
so elected shall be qualified. 

See. 7. The county commissioners eleeted under this act shall 
meet at the town of Dixon, within five days after receiving certifi- 
eates of clection, and shall qualify by delivering the proper oath 
to each other; and shall require their clerk, so elected, to enter 
into bond and take the oath of office as is required by law. It 
shall then be the duty of said clerk to ascertain by lot, the term 
each of said commissioners shall serve, according to the provisions 
of an act, entitled ‘‘An act to amend an act, entitled ‘An act estab- 
lishing courts of county commissioners,’ ’’ passed Mareh 22, 1819. 

See 8. The county of Lee hereby ereated shall vote with Jo 
Daviess county for Senators and Representatives until the next 
apportionment. 

See. 9. The conmissioners appointed by this aet to loeate the 
seat of justice in the county of Lee shall receive two dollars per 
day for each and every day necessarily spent in discharging the 
duties thereof, to be paid out of the eounty treasury. 

Approved, Feb. 27, 1839. 


LIST OF ALL PLATS OF ORIGINAL VILLAGES, LAID OUT IN LEE COUNTY 
By Ira W. Lewis 


Adelheid was laid out June 19, 1896, by the Anglo-Swiss Con- 
densed Co. 

Amboy, The Town of was laid out Mareh 27, 1854, by Hiram 
Ketehum and George W. Gray, trustees of the owners of the land. 

Binghampton. The Town of, was laid out May 16, 1848, by Asa 
B. Searls and Warven Badger. propvictors. 

Brookivn, The Town of, was laid ont Aug, 26, 1872, by O. P. 
Johnson, D. L. Warris and R. N. Woods. proprietors. 

Carnahan, The Town of, was laid out June 19, 1873, by A. J. 
Carnahan, propvictor. 

Chaplin, The Town of, was laid out Mav 3, 1853, by Christian 
Lahman and Silas P. Tollman. 

Compton, The Town of, was laid ont May 8, 1873, by Joel 
Compton. 
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Coventry was laid out Nov. 138, 1841, by Smith Gilbraith, up- 
on paris of sections 35 and 36, T. 22, R. 8 (Palmyra). 

Dixon, The Town of, was laid out Oct. 28, 1840, by John Dixon, 
Smith Gilbraith, Wilham Wilkinson and Bowman & Lane. 

Kldena was laid out July 10, 1863, by the [linois Central Rail- 
road Co. 

Franklin Grove, The Town of, was laid out May 8, 1854, by 
Thomas D. Robertson and Christian Lahman. 

Harmon, The Town of, was laid out May 15, 1872, by D. H. 
Wicker, J. S. Meckling, Alonzo Kinyou and C. G. Wicker. 

Lee, The Town of, was laid out Ang. 19, 1872, by Francis E. 
Hinekley and John Kennedy. 

Lee Center, The Town of, was laid ont Nov. 23, 1854, by Luke 
Hiteheoek and Charles 1. Hitchcock. 

Middleboro was laid ont Nov. 1, 1911, on part of sections 23 
and 24 Bradford, by John W. Weishaav and Henry Weishaar. 

Nachusa, The Town of, was laid ont March 1, 1855, by A. P. 
Dysart and George Baugh. 

Nelson, The Town of, was laid out Dee. 22, 1862, by Willard 8. 
Pope and Samuel Nelson. 

Ogle, The Town of (now Ashton), was laid out May 9, 1853, by 
EK. B. Stiles and Thomas D. Robertson. 

Oporto (no plat or survey recorded), two lots known as ‘‘Log 
House Lot’’ and ‘‘Frame House Lot.’’ This ‘‘speeulator’s plat’’ 
was recorded in Jo Daviess county. It embraced lands between 
the I. C. R. R. and North Dixon on eaeh side of the Palmyra road. 

Palestine, The Town of, was laid out May 10, 1854, by Rhoda 
KE. Hook, on 8. W. % of 8. E. YZ See. 21, T. 20, R. 10 (Amboy 
township ). 

Prairieville was laid out April 10, 1858, by Abijah Powers, 
in Palmyra township. 

Paw Paw Grove, Village of, was laid out Aug. 1, 1871. 

Searboro, Village of, was laid out on part of S. W. 4 See. 8, 
T, 38, R. 2 (Willow Creek township), by Lewis G. Durin. 

Shaw, The Town of, was laid out Oct. 24, 1878, by Sherman 
Shaw. 

Shelburn (North Shelburn and South Shelburn) was laid out 
April 25, 1847. 

Steward, The Town of, was laid out Noy. 30, 1872. by Wesley 
Steward. 

Sublette, The Town of, was laid out May 8, 1855, bv the Tlinois 
Central Railroad Co. 
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Swissville was laid out June 23, 1892, in part N. 4458. W. 4 
Rec oe, L, 22, 1k. 9 be Geome tL. Page. 

Van Petten was laid out Sept. 3, 1901, on part of S. 1 Sec. 19, 
T. 20, 2.8 (Harinan tuwnship), by A. G. Van Petten, 

Walton, The Town of, was laid out in part of sections 14 and 
15, Marion township, May +, 1878, by Pryce Jones. 


COUNTY OFFICERS 


Kollowing is the list of county officers (including cireuit 
judges) from the organization of the county to date : 

Coroners—Samuel Johnson, 1839-41; John Lord, 1841-48; 
Solomon Parker, 1848-50; James Goble, 1850-54; Danie] B. Me- 
Kenney, 1854-56; H. O. Kelsey, 1856-64; James Hatch, 1864-66; 
Harvey Barrell, 1866-70; A. BE. Wileox, 1870-78; John C. Church, 
1878-88: Willian B. Andruss, 1888-96, died in office; Charles 'T. 
Smith, 1899-1912; George B. Stephan, 1912, present inemnbent. 

Survevors—lJoseph Crawford, 1839-44; Seth H. Whitmore, 
1844-46: 8. Parker, in 1846; C. Camp, 1846-49; Joseph Crawford, 
1849-55; A. W. Tinkham, 1855-57; Milton Santee, 1857-61; K. F. 
Booth, 1861-63; William B. Andruss, 1863-65; C. B. Hall, 1865-67 ; 
William MeMahan, 1867-82, resigned Oct. 1, 1882; Henry E. 
. Wylie, 1882-88; Charles C. Jacobs, 1892-96; William MeMahan, 
1896-1900; L. B. Neighbour, 1900-04; George C, Heritage, 1904, 
resigned 1906; L. B. Neighbour, 1906, to date. 

Superintendents of Schools—Ik. R. Mason to 1840; Joseph T. 
Little, 1840-48; Daniel B. MeKennev, 1843-46; Lorenzo Wood, 
1846-50; John V. Eustace, 1850-53; Jolin Stevens, 1853-55: Simeon 
Wrieht, 1855-57; James A. Hawley, 1857-59: Joln Monroe, 
1859-617 W. IL. Gardner, 1861-62; Benjamm J. zAdierton, 
1863-65; James H. Preston, 1865-75; Daniel Carey, 1878-77; 
James I}. Preston, 1877-82; Samuel J. Howe, 1882-86; P. M. 
James, 1886-90; Jay ©. Edwards, 1890-94; T. F. Edwards, 1894- 
1910; 1. Maller, 1910-14. 

Slierntis—Aaro Wakelec, 1839-1] - Agen Lb. Portes, 1541-42 
James Camphell, 1842-48 ; James Goble, 1848-51; Aaron L. Porter, 
1851-58; Ozias Wheeler, 1853; William Butler, 1853-56; Ozias 
Wheeler, 1856-58: Tester Harding, 1858-60; Aaron I. Porter, 
1860-62; Charles F. Lynn, 1862-64; R. P. Treadwell, 1864-66; 
Truman 1. Pratt, 1866-68; George M. Berkeley, 1868-76; Jona- 
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than N. Hills, 1576-80; Walter Little, 1880-82; lsaae Edwards, 
1882-86; W. H. Woodvatt, 1886-90; George Stainbrook, 1890-94; 
Josiah L. Gray, 1894-98 ; Michael J. McGowan, 1898-1902; Charles 
W. Wohnke, 1902-06; A. T. Tourtiflott, 1906-10; Clarence P. Reid, 
1910-14. 

Treasnrers—John Morse, 1840-43; Nathan Morehouse, 1843- 
46; 8. Parker in 1846; W. W. Bethea, 1846-50; Ehas B. Stiles, 
1850-57; Francis B. Little, 1857-59; Elias B. Stiles, 1859-63; 
Joseph T. Little, 1863-71; Josiah Little, 1871-75; Frederick A. 
Truman, 1875-79; Josiah Little, 1879-86; Charles H. Hughes, 
1886-90; Michael Maloney, 1890-94; Charles F. Welty, 1894-98 ; 
John M. Sterling, 1898-1902; Walter B. Merriman, 1902-06; John 
M. Sterling, 1906-10; Frank C. Vaughan, 1910-14. 

Recorders—For a time the office of recorder was a separate 
one. In 1850 it was united with the office of clerk of the circuit 
court. Michael Fellows, 1839-44; Edwin W. Hine, 1844-50. 

Cireuit Clerks—George W. Chase, 1839-41; Charles T. Chase, 
1341-51; N. F. Porter im 1851; Isaac 8. Boardman, 1851-57; 
George KE. Haskell, 1857-59, resigned; Isaac 8. Boardman, 
1859-60; Benjamin F’. Shaw, 1860-68 ; Jonathan N. Hyde, 1868-76 ; 
Remington Warriner, 1876 to July, 1882, died; Ira W. Lewis, 
appointed to fill vacaney, 1882-98; Arvene S. ILyde, 1898-1903, 
resigned; Ira W. Lewis appointed 1903-04; William B, MeMahan, 
1904, present elerk. 

County Clerks—Isaac 8S. Boardman, 1839-43; Charles T. 
Chase, 1843-49; J. B. Gregory, 1849-53; Thomas W. Eustace, 
1853-61; James A. Hawley, 1861-82; Charles 1. Gardner, 1882-86 ; 
James H. Thompson, 1886-1902; Wilham C. Thompson, 1902-14. 

County Judges—Harvey Morgan, 1839-48; O. A. Eddy, 
1843-47: Lorenzo Wood, 1847-53: David Welty, 1853-61; William 
W. DeWolf, 1861-69; John D. Crabtree, 1869-77; James B. 
Charters, 1877-82; Richard 8. Farrand, 1882-1902, resigned, when 
he was made cireuit judge: Robert H. Seott, Aug. 9, 1902, 
present incumbent. The first few judges were called probate 
judges, but when their jurisdiction was enlarged, the name was 
changed to county judge, whose duties ex officio included those of 
the probate judge. 

Cireuit Judges—Dan Stone. 1857-40; Thomas ©. Browne, 
1840-48 ; Benjamin R. Sheldon, 1848-51; I. B. Wilkinson, 1851-56 ; 
J. W. Drury in 1856; John V. Eustace, 1856-61; William W. 
Heaton, 1861-78, when he died; John V. Eustace 1878 to 1888, 
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when he died; John D. Crabtree, 1888 to 1902, when he died; 
Richard 8S. Farrand, 1902, present incumbent. Of course it 
should be stated that there have been three judges from each eir- 
euit since about 1875. But in this work it has been thought best 
to mention only those elected from Lee county. 

One a year of the county commissioners retired and a suc- 
cessor was elected. Tn 1840, George E. Haskell, was elected. In 
1841, Joseph Crawford; 1842, O. F. Ayres; 1843, J. C. Morgan; 
1s44, D. Baird; 1845, D. H. Birdsall; 1846, James Goble, to fill 
vacaney caused by death of Baird; 1847, W. Badger ; 1848, Stephen 
Fuller.—to fill vacanev. 
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William E. Ives, 1872-76; Abalino C. Bardwell, 1876-80; 
Charles B. Morrison, 1880-96; Edward H. Brewster, 1896-1900; 
Charles H. Wooster, 1900-08; Harry Edwards, 1908, present 
incumbent. 


LEE COUNTY OFFICIALS, 1913-14 


County Officers—County judge, Robert H. Seott; county clerk, 
William ©. Thompson; county .treasurer, Frank ©. Vanghan; 
state’s attorney, Harry Edwards; sheriff, C. P. Reid; clerk cirenit 
court and recorder, W. B. MeMahan; superintendent of schools, 
L. W. Miller; coroner, George B. Stephan; county surveyor, L. B. 
Neighbour: master in chancery, A. ©. Bardwell; superintendent 
of comty home, C. L. Wicher; chairman board of supervisors, 
John J. Wagner. : 

Clerks of Appellate Court—First district, Alfred R. Porter, 
Chicago; second district, C. C. Duffey, Ottawa; third district, W. 
C. Tippard, Springfield; fourth district, A. C. Millspaugh, Mount 
Vernon. 

Supervisors elected in 1912 for two vears—Bradford, John J. 
Wagner, Ashton; Dixon, Luther Burket, Chas. T. Self, Dixon; 
BE. Grove, Ralph FE. Hanson, Ohio; Hamilton, Jos. Baner, Harmon; 
I. Center, Kyle Miller, West Brooklvn;*Marion, C. F. Welty, 
Amboy, R. 6; May, James Buekley, Amboy; Nelson, C. C. Bueka- 
loo, Dixon, R. 6: S. Dixon, F. L. Young, Dixon; Viola, U. Grant 
Drea. West Brooklens W. Cirek, John HH. Grove, Lee. 

Elected in 1913 for two vears—Alto, Morris Cook, Steward; 
Amboy, W. J. Edwards. Ambov; Ashton, Chas. Heibenthal, Ash- 
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ton; Brooklyn, Jolm W. Banks, Compton; China, C. Gross, Ifrank- 
lin Grove; Dixon, O. B. Anderson, J. M. MeCleary, Dixon; 
Harmon, ki. J. Mannion, Harmon; Nachusa, F. G. kmmert, F. 
Grove, R. I’. D.; Palmyra, Jno. P. Drew, Dixon, R. 1; Reyuolds, 
Chas. Ewald, Steward; Sublette, Wm. Brucker, Sublette; Wyo- 
ming, A. S. Wells, Paw Paw. 

Supervisors for 1913—Alto, Morris Cook, Steward, term 
expires 1915; Amboy, W. J. Edwards, Amboy, 1915; Ashton, Chas. 
Heibenthal, Ashton, 1915; Bradford, J. J. Wagner, Ashton, 1914; 
Brooklyn, Jno. W. Banks, Compton, 1915; China, Chris Gross, F. 
Grove, 1915; Dixon, O. B. Anderson, Dixon, 1915; Dixon, J. M. 
McCleary, Dixon, 1915; Dixon, Luther Burket, Dixon, 1914; Dixon 
Chas. 'T’. Self, Dixon, 1914; I. Grove, Ralph E. Hanson, Ohio, 1914; 
Hamilton, Joseph Bauer, Harmon, 1914; Harmon, E. J. Mannion, 
Harmon, 1915; L. Center, Kyle C. Miller, W. Brooklyn, 1914; 
Marion, Chas. F. Welty, Amboy, 1914; May, James Buckley, 
Amboy, 1914; Naehusa, F. G. Emmert, F. Grove, 1915; Nelson, 
C. C. Buckaloo, Dixon, 1914; Palmyra, Jno. P. Drew, Dixon, 1915; 
Reynolds, Chas. Ewald, Steward, 1915; 8. Dixon, Frank L. Young, 
Dixon, 1914; Sublette, Wm. Brnueker, Sublette, 1915; Viola. U. 
Grant Dysart, W. Brooklyn, 1914; W. Creek, Jno. H. Grove, Lee, 
1914; Wyoming, A. 5. Wells, Paw Paw, 1915. 

Standing Committees—Judiciary, Gross, Bauer, MeCleary, 
Welty, Edwards; tinance, Dysart, Wells, Banks, Heibenthal, Drew; 
elaims, Cook, Miller, Heibenthal, Hanson, Anderson; county home, 
Wells, Emmert, Buekaloo, Drew, Self; pauper claims, Banks, 
Young, Edwards, Gross, Mannion; fees and salary, Buckaloo, 
McCleary, Banks, Welty, Ewald; publie buildings, Emmert, Grove, 
Dysart, Bnekley, Anderson; contingent expense and purehasing, 
Drew, Heibenthal, Welty, Grove, Brucker; edueation, Self, Han- 
son, Bauer, Buckley, Kwald; town aecounts, Young, Miller, 
Edwards, Burket, Mannion; old soldiers, Grove, Cook, Heibenthal, 
Buekaloo, Brueker; printing, Bauer, MeClearv, Gross, Hanson, 
Grove; roads and bridges, Buekley, Weltv, Self, Burket, Ewald; 
rules, Wagner, Cook, Dysart, Wells, Young; Grand DeTour bridge, 
Burket. 

Town Clerks—Alto, 8. J. Whetston, Steward; Amboy, J. E. 
Lewis. Amboy; Ashton, Geo. B. Stephan, Ashton; Bradford, A. 
Asechenbrenner, Amboy, R. 2; Brooklyn, William Dishong, Comp- 
foe lina is, Wicker, Hrankloy Grove: Dison, YW. V. 1. Steel, 
Dixon; E. Grove, Weslev Peach, Harmon; Hamilton, B. G. Reed, 
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Walnut; Llarmon, Jno. L. Porter, Hannon; L. Center, P. L. Berry, 
Lee Center; Marion, W. J. McCarty, Amboy; May, J. G. Hall, Jr., 
Amboy; Nachusa, Geo. Weyant, Nachusa; Nelson, Walter W. Gei- 
ger, Dixon, R. 6; Palmyra, H. M. Gilbert, Dixon, Rk. 1; Reynolds, 
Herman C. Conrad, Rochelle; 5. Dixon, J. W. Cortright, Dixon, 
R. 5; Sublette, Paul Bieber, Sublette ; cgie Andrew Anderson, 
W est Brooklyn; W. Creek, Geo. M. Herrmann, Steward; Wyo- 
ning, Lb. P. Fleming, Paw Paw. 

Assessors elected in 1912 for two vears—Alto, A. J. Larson, 
Steward; Ainboy, B. McCaffrey, Ainboy; Ashton, 5S. 'P. Zeller, me 
Ashton; Bradford, Chas. W. Wagner, Franklin Grove, R 
Brooklyn, Chas Stent, Compton; Chane A. M. Carpenter, ae 
lin Grove; Dixon, J. A. Wilutish, Dixon; E. Grove, John Melad- 
den, Amnbov; Hamilton, W. EK. Tlopkins, Harmon; Harmon, Geo. 
Smith, Harmon; L. Center, A. B. McCrea, West Brooklyn, R. D.; 
Marion, Thomas Ilalligan, Dixon; May, P. G. Tyrrell, Amboy; 
Nachusa, Geo. R. Ennmnert, Nachtsa; Nelson, James B. Stitzel, 
Nelson; Palmyra, Win. Leivan, Dixon, R. 1; Reynolds, Marcus 
Ventler, Ashton; 8. Dixon, Frank Siefkin, Dixon, R. 2: Sublette, 
Andrew J. Lauer, Sublette; Viola, Jalius Delhotel, West Brook- 
lyny a Wreck, Ele ll. Risetter, Lees Wyoming, Wrank elie, 
Paw Paw. 

Collectors elected in 1912 for two vears—Alto, E. T. Corwin, 
Steward; Ambov, Chas. J. Niefer, Amboy; Ashton, Fred O. Beach, 
Ashton: Bradford, Frauk Mellhausen, Ashton; Brooklyn, Wm. 
Wigum, West Brooklyn; China, Jesse O’Neal, Franklin Grove; 
Dixon, Jonas Stultz, Dixon; EK. Grove, Robert Smiley, Ohio; 
Hanniton, Sidney Ilaffenden, Harmon; Ilarmon, W. H. Smith, 
ILavinoin; Lb. Genter, A. J. Faller, Amboy, R. Di; Marion, John 
Ginn, Amboy: slay, John Shimichy.!1, Aniboy=achisa, We 
MceClannahan, Dixon, R.5; Nelson, Clarenee Buzard, Dixon, R. 6; 
Palmyra, 1, I. Gilbert, Dixon, R.1; Revnolds, Chas. 14. Becker, 
Ashton: 3. Dixon, V2 D. AlcClamighan, Disen kh. 22 Sublette, 
norbat G.oMichel, Sublette; Viola, I. F. ees, Stewaril aN. 
Creek, Vernon Noyes, Lee; Wyoming, Fred Lilly, Paw Paw. 

Comunissioners of Tlighways se EI aliccr, Steward, 
term expires 1914; B. Chambers, Steward, R. 1, 1915: I. Peter- 
son, teva, KR. 2, 1916, Amber, Gl Kinch, Amber, 19M), 1 
Thompson, Amboy, 1915; W. P. Leng, Amboy, 1916. Ashton, 
C. W. Bowers, Weliton, 19142 1 W. Heitz, Ashton, 19147 I. Je 
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Howey, Ashton, 1916. Bradford, C. Wagner, Ashton, 1914; Adam 
wendal, VWranklin Grove, KR. 2, 1915; H. Weishaar, Ashton, R. 1, 
1916. Brooklyn, M. F. Beemer, Compton, 1914; Wain. A. Deir, 
West Brooklyn, 1915; A. Mehlbrech, Compton, 1916. China, li 
G. Hull, Franklin Grove, 1914; Chas. Seebach, Amboy, 1915; G. 
ie Rrerer, Brimklin<tipre, 1916, Dixon, WW. E. Lenox, dixon, 
1914; T. I’. Rusbrovk, Dixon, 1915; F. W. Fisher, Dixon, 1916. 
He Grove, CU. b&b, Rogers, Walnut, 191¢: BE. Wiel, Amboy, 1915; 
G. H. Reuter, Amboy, 1916. Hamilton, P. L. Pope, Walnut, 1914; 
H. MeDermott, Harmon, 1915; Denis Folev, Harmon, 1916. Har- 
mon, A. C. Clayworthy, Harmon, 1914; I. E. Smallwood, Harmon, 
1915; John Wolf, Harmon, 1916. L. Center, G. P. Miller, West 
Brooklyn, 1914; Clem Miller, Amboy, R. D., 1915; TH. Herrick, 
Lee Center, 1916. Marion, H. Blackburn, Amboy, 1914; B. Bush- 
tan, Dixon, 1915; James MeCoy, Amboy, R.5, 1916. “Alay, Ervin 
Groth, Ambov, 1914; John Fisher, Amboy, 1915; Chas. Mel*ad- 
den, Amboy, 1916. Nachusa, G. H. Willmer, Amboy, R. 5, 1914; 
J. Feldkirschner, Dixon, R. +, 1915; Ie. D. Weigle, Nachusa, 1916. 
Nelson, J. T. Emmitt, Rock Falls, 1914; G. 8. Ranson, Dixon, R. 6, 
dy i. Drew, igor, Gib. Palin, b Landis, Dixon, 
te Lois Jee Layton, Dixoi, las, 191o; FW. Braver, Dixon, 
R. 7, 1916. Reynolds, N. Schaneberg, Ashton, 1914; L. B. Miller, 
West Brooklyn, 1915; G. Zimmerman, Steward, 1916. 8S. Dixon, 
J. P. Brechon, Dixon, R. &, 1914; W. H. Remmers, Dixon, 1915; 
Peter Hoyle, Dixon, 1916. Sublette, B. H. Full, Sublette, 1914; 
Otto Koehler, Sublette, 1915; G. Stepheniteh, Sublette, 1916. 
Viola, F’. HK. Halsey, West Brooklyn, 1914: Ek. H. Elsworth, West 
Brooklyn, 1915; August Gehant, West Brooklyn, 1916. W. Creek, 
li, Heckinan, Paw Pas, 1914: O. L. Hillison, Lee, 1915; P. O. 
Boyd, Lee, 1916. Wvoming, P. Neibergall, Paw Paw, 1914; Jav 
Mi. Sunth, Paw Paw, 1915: Roy Blee, Paw Paw, 1916. 

Justices of the Peaee—Alto. A. Richolson, W. AL. Ravunass, 
Steward: Amboy, Chas. E. Ives, A. A. Virgil, Jno. C. Appleman, 
Amboy; Ashton, Squire T. Jennings, Ashton: Bradford, Joseph 
Baldwin, Ashton; Brooklyn, H. A. Bernardin, West Brooklyn, 
week. Beitz, Compton; Clina, Willis L. Riecle, . AH. Hausen, 
Franklin Grove: Dixon, A. H. Hanneken, Jno. B. Crabtree, Edw. 
J. Condon, G. W. Gehant, Geo. W. Lill, Dixon: E. Grove, Jas. 
Donovan, Ohio; Hamilton, C. H. Larkin, B. H. Peterson, Harmon; 
Harmon, H. M. Ostrander, Harmon, Elmer H. Eless, Van Patten; 
L. Center. Richard Gooch, Monroe Shaw, Lee Center; Marion, 
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Jolin Leonard, Dixon, R. D.; Palmyra, Harvey M. Senneff, Dixon, 
R. D.; 8. Dixon, James Bolhuan, Dixon, R. D.; Sublette, Peter H. 
Kolde, 8. C. Leffelman, Sublette; W. Creek, W. H. Herrmann, 
Scarboro; Wyoming, Ed. P. Fleming, Paw Paw. 

Police Magistrates—Alto, S. J. Whetston, Steward; Amboy, 
John Holleran, Amboy; China, A. B. Wicker, Franklin Grove; 
Dixon, W. G. Kent, Dixon. 

Constables—Alto, Jno. Buckley, Wm. J. Bowles, Steward; 
Amboy, Chas. E. Stanaid, W. L. Eddy, Amboy; Ashton, Jno. W. 
Weishaar, Joel C. Wetzel, Ashton; Brooklyn, Chas. Carnahan, 
Compton; China, E. O. KE. Orner, Wm. F. Miller, Franklin Grove; 
Dixon, Jno. H. Howell, Wm. 8S. Fletcher, Wm. V. E. Steel, Wm. 
Dykeman, Dixon; Hamilton, W. C. Hardesty, Walnut, Joseph 
Knapp, Harmon; Harmon, Wm. T. Camery, Harmon; L. Center, 
Joseph Miller, Clem B. Miller, Lee Center; Nelson, Fred Ohda, 
Nelson; Palmyra, Robert J. Drynan, Dixon, R. D.; W. Creek, F. 
A. Schoenholtz, Searboro; Wyoming, L. A. Coss, W. J. Valentine, 
Paw Paw. 

Township Sehool Treasurers—Town 22, R. 11, N. A. Petrie, 
Ashton; 37, 2, Frank Wheeler, Paw Paw; 20, 11, Philo L. Berry, 
Lee Center; 19, 8, Geo. Hermes, Harmon; 37, 1, J. S. Richardson, 
ee ees 19, 9, Philip Erbes, Amboy; 19, 11, A. H. Lauer, Sub- 
lette; 22, 10, C. D. Hussey, Franklin Grove; 21, 9, Ira W. Lewis, 
Dixon; 39, 1, Henry Salanan, ee 22, 8) E. B. Raymond, 
Dixen; 20, 9, Hd. Lally, ieee 22, 8, Fred A. Lawton, Dixon; 
oo) 2, C. A. Ruckman, Steward; 38, 1, H. Berscheid, Compton; 
20, 3, TA. Mannion, Warinon; oA, 8, IL W. Phillips, Dison: 21, iat 
Chas. Wagner, Ashton; 19, 10, Andrew Spohn, Amboy; 88, 2, Geo. 
W. Yetter, Lee; 20, 10, H. H. Badger, Amboy; 21,10, S. A. Durkes, 
Franklin Grove. 


ASSESSMENT 1912 


Following is the assessed valuation of lands, lots and personal 
property of Lee county, by townships, for the past year, 1912. 

First are given the returns as made by the assessor; next are 
given the values as fixed by the board of review. 

This is the last valuation spread upon the reeords. Substan- 
tially the lands and lots for the present year will be the same. The 
personal property list however will be approximately half a mil- 
lion dollars more. 
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Gain in Loss in 
Lands Lands 


Lands by _ Lands by Lots by Lots by Personal.by Personal by and and Gain in 
Township Assesor Board Review Assessor Board Review Assessor Foard Review Lots Lots Personal 
PAULO M pierces 5 ..567,030 567,030 37,160 37,160 86.460 90,905 4,445 
PASHLOM® xs ccs i = 328,155 328,155 135,375 135,375 222,490 222,760 270 
Amboy .......363,185 363,185 194,545 194,470 186,475 195,955 75 9,480 
Bradford i... 646,975 646,975 99.695 106,595 6,900 
Brooklyn ..... 571,540 571,540 94,695 94,695 143,870 154,705 10.835 
(QUUT TER So earerereeree 521,370 521,370 108,100 108,100 233,935 237,240 3,305 
JOYGG)  recieeerne 618,405 617,400 1,861,700 1,860,355 908,590 975,020 2,350 66,430 
East Grove ...296.120 296,120 25,520 25,520 
Hamilton ..... 370,985 370,985 41.310 41,310 a 
Harmon ...... 388,795 388,795 19,615 19,615 60,435 61,435 1,000 
Lee Center ...364,940 364,940 30,970 30,970 88,760 89,22 460 
Marion ....... 379,895 379,895 865 1,200 50,860 50,860 335 
JES Eee iereecicrs 313,845 313,845 35,085 35,085 
Nachusa ...... 443,985 443,985 14,840 14,840 89,530 90,460 930 
Nelson ee we 342,440 242,385 8,860 8,860 57,235 59,170 55 1,935 
Palmyra ..... 657,08 657,080 2,730 2,730 128.160 128.410 250 
Reynolds .....544,76U 544,760 74.560 75,565 1,005 
South Dixon...516,940 517,240 4,895 4,895 101.060 102,385 300 1,325 
Snblette ...... 655,495 655.495 37,450 37,450 127.850 127,975 125 
Wiley, Brerecuns 528,250 528,250 75.555 78,220 2,665 
Willow Creek..568,630 565,630 25.250 24,285 162,710 174,175 965 11,465 
Wyonling ....601,400 601,400 107,500 107.500 173,895 175,835 1,940 


10,589,515 2,682,500 3,298,805 635 3,445 124,768 
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STILAAVATBOAT ROCK 


CHAPTER VI 


TE GEOLOG OF LEE COURS 


In attempting to give the rock formation of counties, the his- 
torian, generally speaking, is compelled to gather his information 
from sources not at all reliable, and naturally that portion of luis 
book is unsatisfactory to himself and misleading to the reader. 
How fortunate therefore it was that T was enabled to secure a 
reliable as well as learned and exhaustive treatment of the sub- 
ject. lra W. Lewis, one of the associate editors, discovered the 
document and referred me to it. [ have copied and embodied it 
in this work and I may sav with truthfulness that no more valu- 
able information will be found between these covers than the essay 
of Doctor Everett. 

Dr. Oliver Everett, who came to Dixou in the vear 1836, beyond 
any doubt was the most learned man who ever lived in Lee county. 
In the fifty odd vears of active practice, he came to be beloved by 
every person who ever met him, and that acquaintance extended 
to the four corners of the county. 

Night and day, for over half a century he rede the country 
adiministering to the sick. Nights and days he traveled, first the 
trackless prairies, then the wmuddy roads. Many times he had 
driven for forty-eight hours at a streteh before seeking his pil- 
low. To the rich and the poor he ministered alike. Tf the patient 
was poor his name never found its way into Doctor Everett’s 
account book and thus a fortune was seattered over the county of 
Lee as his contribution towards building up this eémmunity. 

In that long and busy practice, he assisted something like five 
thousand childven into this world, and it is with pride that T place 
mv name in the long, long list of childven who so early greeted the 
good old doctor, whose presence and assistance at sueh a period 
was so important. 
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During such a busy life it searcely seems possible that he should 
find time to delve into the subjeet of geology and natural history. 
But he did and at the seeond county fair ever held in Dixon—in 
1858, his great colleetion of natural history specimens attracted 
state wide attention. He also collected a large number of exces- 
sively rare American coins. Where eould all of them have drifted ? 
To deposit them to his memory would have been the appropriate 
thing to do, but they were neglected after his death, and now all 
of his specimens have perished. But so long as there is any Dixon, 
the memory of Doctor Everett will be cherished. 

He was an historian of rare merit and nine-tenths of the old 
items of our history were snatehed from oblivion and collected by 
Doctor Everett. The little book of events, arranged chronologic- 
ally, and published in 1880, by the Dixon Telegraph, is a priceless 
thing. And for it we may thank Doctor Everett. Ie and John 
Moore, long with the Telegraph, cooperated together in bringing 
the little book into the world. He gathered the data and John 
Moore arranged them. That little book eontains an account of 
every nnportant event which goes to make up our history. 

Full of years, he passed away beloved by all and more especially 
by every member of that great familv of ‘‘his children’? which he 
assisted into this world of so many uneertainties. 


GEOLOGY 


From Oregon, in Ogle County. to Sterling, in Whiteside County. 
By the late Oliver Everett, M. D. 


Read before the Illinois Natural History Society, June 27, 1860 


My objeet, in this paper, is to give some of the results of obser- 
vations made hy me upon the geology of the Rock river valley, in 
Lee county, and a part of Ogle and Whiteside counties, or from 
about Oregon, in Ogle county, to Sterling, in Whiteside connty. 
The surface in this part of the eomutry is umeh more rolling, or 
undulating, than in most parts of the state. This is particularly 
the case in the upper portion of the section alluded to in Ogle 
county and part of Lee county, where it is frequently eut up into 
deep ravines, on the sides of whieh the underlying rocks are often 
exposed to view: and the hanks of Rock river and its tributaries 
frequently present bold, perpendicular bluffs of rock, from fifty 
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to two hundred feet high, thus giving a tolerably good opportunity 
for geological investigations. ‘These featiwes are most prominent 
in the region of one member of the geological series of which 1 shall 
hereafter speak, viz., the Upper or St. Peter’s sandstoue. In 
another section, where the Trenton lime rock underlies the drift, 
there are freqnently found deep pits in the ground. These pits 
are generally more or less cireular, and are from one to two or 
three rods in diameter, at the surface of the ground, and run to a 
point below. They are froin ten to twenty and sometimes thirty 
feet deep, and have, evidently, been produced by the earth, in these 
places, falling into and being carried away by subterranean 
streams of water in the loose rock below. 

Below Dixon, although the surface is considerably undulating, 
it is not so abruptly broken by deep ravines, and the prairies gen- 
erally slope gradually to the banks of the river, seldom exposing 
the rocks at all. Below Dixon there is very little woodland along 
the banks of the river, while above, betwecu Dixon and Oregon, a 
considerable portion of the country along the river is covered with 
timber. The timber is not generally of very heavy growth, 
although, in some places, on the bottom lands, it is quite large. It 
consists of the various species of oak and hickory common to the 
state, the black and white walnut, the snear and silver-leaved 
maple, box-elder (Negundo acecrifolium), sveamore, the red and 
white elm, hackherry, ash, linden, cottonwood, ete. The red cedar. 
the white pine, the ground hemlock (Taxus Americana), the black 
and the paper or canoe birch (Betula lenta and Betula papy- 
racea), are found on the extreme verge of the rocks overhanging 
the river and creeks, beyond the reach of the prairie fires. All 
these last mentioned species, except the red cedar, are found, as 
far as I have observed, only upon the bluffs formed by the St. 
Peter’s sandstone. 

We should naturally expect to find on a soil produced from the 
disintegration of this sandstone, some plants which are not com- 
mon to the rich alluvial and clavey soils of a large portion of the 
state. Accordingly IT have found several species not included in 
Doctor Lapham’s catalogne, and some of them not in the addi- 
tional lists subsequently made by Doctors Brendel] and Bebb, and 
whieh I presume are not often found in other parts of the state. 
Among whieh T might name two species of vaccinium, the Are- 
tostaphvlos urauisi, Lupenn perrennis, Campannia rotundifolia, 
Talinum teretifolium, Lobelia kalmii, Cerastium oblongifolium, 
Linaria canadensis, Fragaria vesea, and the Viola lanccolate, 
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which grows on the borders of pouds, vr in wet places in this sandy 
soil. 

The drift formation, through this seetion, is probably not so 
thiek nor so uniform in depth as in most parts of the state. There 
are many things in relation to it which have peculiar interest, but 
my object in this paper is to speak of the rock beneath it. 

There is in this section of about thirty miles of the Rock river 
valley, a pretty good opportunity to study several important mem- 
bers of the lower Silurian svstem and sone of the lowest strata of 
the upper Siltvian serics. 

Commencing at Oregon, with the St. Peter’s sandstone, and 
ascending the geological seale, as we go down the river, we find 
the Buff limestone (ef Owen), the Trenton limestone, the Galena 
limestone, aud the shales, ete., representing the Hudson river 
group of the lower Silurian system, and the Niagara limestone of 
the upper Silurian serics. 


ST. PETER’S SANDSTONE 


The lowest rock which we find in the section under considera- 
tion, is the Upper or St. Peter's sandstone. It is the prevailing 
rock along the river, from a mile above Oregon to about three 
miles below Grand Detour, a distance of thirteen or fourteen niles. 
On the northwest side of the river, T think that in no place does 
this rock appear on the surface more than two or three miles from 
the river. On the southwest side it extends several niles baek 
from the river. bE should think that the thickness of ths rock 
could not be less than two hundred feet, and probably more. The 
conntry where this reck prevails is characterized by great uneven- 
ness. [t is frequently cut up inte deep and sharp ravines, and, in 
imany places, there are bold, precipitous bluffs, from one to two 
hundred feet bigh. [have not often found these blufts capped 
with the Trenton limestone, as spoken of by Professor Hall as 
being the case in Lows. In inaiv places this sandstone 1s iter 
spersed with nmnerous lorizontal bands or lavers of iron, or sand- 
stone so napregnated and cemented with the oxide of iron, as to 
be very fim and resisting. These layers are from less than half 
an ineli to two inches in thickness, and oven, one above another, 
in some places bunt a few mehes, and in others several feet apart. 
These layers resist the action of the atmosphere for a great length 
of thne, and only give away from the disintegration and wearing 
away of the roe¢k beneath, when they break off and fall from their 
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own weight. Between these layers the rock is sometimes very 
loose and friable, easily worked away with the pick. 

It appears as if, dnring the deposition of tins rock, that oeea- 
isonally, in these localities, the surface was in some way covered 
with a sediment of the oxide of iron, which aeting as a cement, 
rendered this portion of the reek much harder and firmer than 
other parts of it. [f von will examine one of these layers with a 
magnifving glass, vou will see that they are made up principally 
of the same minute peenharly formed grains of quartz, of which 
other portions of the rock is composed, stained and partially cov- 
ered with the oxide of iron. We frequently find very beautiful 
ripple marks on these ferrmginous Javers. On seme of them the 
impress of the eddies and ripples of the old Silurian ocean appear 
as fresh and palpable as if produced but vesterday. These mark- 
ings are sometimes very singular and curious, mimicking the forms 
of organized hfe. Tlere is a spechmen whieh P have been at a loss 
to determine whether it has heen produced by the aetion of the 
water or is an impression of some organized being. This rock is 
composed of small rounded grains of pure Tnapid quartz, which 
have a singular uniformity in their size and shape, in some places 
ecohering so slightly as to ermmble in the hand, and in other loeah- 
ties so firmly eemented as to make a good building stone. This 
rock is in some places of almost chalky whiteness, but more com- 
monly it has a gravish aspect, while in ether localities it has a 
reddish appearance, being stained with the oxide of iron. 

As to the economical uses of this rock. There are several quar- 
vies in the Franklin ereck, in Lee eounty, and in Ogle county, 
where it has been pretty extensively used for building, and ent into 
window and door sills and caps. There was a beantiful arched 
bridge of cut stone, from one of these quarries, built over Franklin 
ereck, for the Chicago and Fulton railroad, when it was first con- 
structed. Professor Tall says that this rock would make an exeel- 
Jent material for making glass. 

It will be pereeived that this rock, as it is formed in the valley 
of Rock river, varies considerably from the description of it given 
by Professor Hall as it oeeurs in Towa. Tnstead of its being um- 
formly the loose, friahle rock, spoken of by My. Wall, with searecly 
cohesion enough toe enable him to obtain cabinet specimens of it, 
we frequently find it forming hold, perpendicular, and sometimes 
overhanging cliffs, with strength and tenacity enough to make a 
good building stone. There are places where the rock is flinty and 
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hard, and weathers out, like granite, in jagged and irregular peaks, 
high above the surface of the surrounding eountry. 


BUFF LIMESTONE 


Next to the St. Peter’s sandstone, and separated from it in 
some places by two or three feet of shale and blush elay, comes 
the Buff limestone of Owen, classed by Hall with the Trenton 
limestone. This is a thick bedded, compact, semi-erystalline mag- 
nesian limestone, in layers of from one to two feet in thickness. 
It erops out in many places above the St. Peter’s sandstone. 

Between these thick ledges there are thin shaly layers, an meh 
or two in thickness, abounding in fossils. Although those layers 
are full of fossils, there appears to be but a very few species. They 
are very imperfeet—most of them are casts, and appear to be 
such as are common to the T'vrenton limestone proper. This roek 
is often quite fine grained and compact, and makes an excellent 
building stone. From an analysis of specimens of this roek in 
Towa, Professor Hall thinks that it may be very useful for the 
manufacture of hyvdranlic cement, as its composition was found to 
more nearly resemble than any of our other magnesian hmestones, 
that of the best rocks used for that purpose in other places. These 
thick bedded lavers are from twelve to cighteen feet in thiekness. 


TRENTON LIMESTON Is 


The blue limestone of the western geologists, or the Trenton 
hmestone of the New York survey, suceceds these magnesian beds. 
This roek is quite variable in its appearanee. Tn some places it 
has # bhiish color, particularly on a recent fraeture, but more 
frequently it is of a dull buff color. Tt is not so thick bedded as 
the preceding rock, and is im some places quite shaly, and breaks 
up hito small fragments when quarricd. In other places the lay- 
ers ave compact and thiek enough to make a good building stone. 

There are vertieal ereviees frequently found in this roek, whieh 
are from two to fifteen inches in width. Sometimes they are filled 
with debris, and in other places are open and serve as channels 
for subterranean streams of water from the pits in the elevated 
ground back from the bluffs, which T have spoken of above. At 
the hase of the bluff, after a heavy shower, or at the breaking up 
of the winter, swollen streams of turbid water may be seen rush- 
ing from them. 
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The Trenton hmestone abounds in fossils. It is the oldest roek 
in this country in which we tind a great profusion of the remains 
of organized beings, showing bevond doubt that the oeean of the 
lower Siltian era was filled with a multitude of the lower forms 
of amimal life. Here is a spectinen not much more than twice 
as large as a man’s hand, that has representatives from three of 
the grand divisions of the animal kingdom. This central figure 
is a fine large trilobite, a beautiful specimen of the Artieulata; 
and here are several fragments of coral and the stem of an Hneri- 
nite from the Radiata, while the Mclusea is represented by several 
of the Acephala and a Gasterapod. There are great numbers of 
Arthocerata found in this rock. Some of them are of very great 
size. I have seen sections of them that were cight inches in diam- 
eter. I have a part of one in my collection which is not more than 
six inches in diameter at its largest part, that is eight feet in 
length. Ammonites of considerable size are found in this rock. 
Among the Acephala are several species of Septaena. Stropho- 
mena, Orthis, ete., are common in some of the lavers of this roek. 

This rock is somewhat extensively used for building material, 
although for that purpose it is not equal in value to the magnesian 
beds below it. It makes excellent lime, and is extensively used for 
that purpose. Some of the layers of this rock, in this loeality, are 
made up almost exelusively of fossil shells and corals, and are 
very compact and fine grained, and receive an exeellent polish, 
making a very beautiful figured marble. The Trenton limestone 
is found prineipally in the bend of the river, in the upper part 
of Lee county, extending about four miles south, and is also found 
in a narrow belt on the northwest side of the river, extending from 
Pine creek, in Ogle county, to within a mile of Dixon. 


GALENA LIMESTONE 


The Galena limestone suceeeds and rests upon the Trenton 
limestone. The line of demarkation between this and the Trenton 
limestone iS not always easily aseertained. Lavers, partaking 
sometimes more of the characteristics of one of these formations 
and then the other. are often found intermingled for some dis- 
tanee, although the characteristics of the mass of the two forma- 
tions are verv distinet. It appears to he the prevailing rock, 
underlying the surface of the elevated prairie, over a considerable 
portion of the northwestern part of the state—the streams having 
in many places cut down through it into the strata beneath, The 
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Galena limestone is a reck pecuhar to the West, and is a very 
npertant member of the Jower Silurian series. It is important 
not only from its thiekness and the extent of eountry whieh it 
covers, and the many ceonomical nses made of the rock itself, but 
from the rich minerals it contaius, it being peculiarly the lead- 
bearing rock of the Northwest, as is indicated by its name. 

The Galena limestone is a coarse-grained, porous, and some- 
times friable reck. It has a dull grayish and sometimes yellowish 
color and, froin its porous character, Weathers out very rough and 
irregularly. It is everywhere characterized by its pecuhar fossil, 
the sunflower coral, the Coseinapora suleata or recepticalites of 
Hall. In the lewer beds of this reck there is a very beantiful 
species of Favosite quite common. Its pentagonal columns or 
rather tubes, filled with transverse lamina of a pure sileceous 
nratenial, radiating from a poimt, present a very beautiful appear- 
anee, particularly on a reeent fracture. This coral is often fonnd 
in large masses where it has weathered out of the rock, sometimes 
entire, but more frequently broken into fragments. Among the 
Gasteropods found im this rock are the Marchisonia, Plenrotoma- 
ria, ete. The Orthoceras, Crytoceras, Ammonite, and some of the 
bivalves common to the Trenton hmestone, are often found in the 
lower beds of this rock. This mestone is the prevailing rock 
along the river, from a mile above Dixon, to near Sterling, where 
it disappears beneath the Hhidsen river group and the Niagara 
limestone. This rock, as may be seen by the map, spreads out over 
amuch greater extent of country as we vo back from the river, on 
either side. 

HUDSON RIVER GROUP 


On the mmediate hanks of the river, along the rapids at Ster- 
ling, and at the base of the bluffs a mile above town, on the north 
side of the river, may be seen the varions rocks, shales, elavey and 
hbituuninous deposits deseribed by Professor Hall as the Hudson 
river group. The rapids in Rock river at Sterling seem to have 
been prodneed by the wearing away of the shales of this forma- 
tion, TP have been unable to ascertain what the exaet thiekness of 
this group may be, but think that it is probably not more than 
twenty-five or thirty feet. On the map aeeompanving this paper 
P have represented this formation in a narrow belt, surrounding 
the Niagara limestone, on the east and north side. 

Although the roeks of this formation do not appear at the snr- 
face, except at the rapids and at the hluff ahove Sterling, T have 
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been able to trace them, in the course indicated on the map, by 


examination of the rocks thrown up in the digging of wells. 


NIAGARA LIMESTONE 


The Niagara limestone is found on the north side of the river, 
above Sterling, extending throngh the northeastern part of White- 
side county. This roek is also a magnesian limestone, and 1resem- 
bles, in its composition and appearance, the Galena limestoue. 
There is a good opportunity to examine this formation at the quar- 
ries, a mile above Sterling. There it may be seen resting on a 
green compact rock of the Hudson river group. The lines of charts 
common to this reck are found there in abundance, sometimes 
forming lavers six inches thek. The characteristic fossil of this 
rock, the Catenapora Hseharoides, and a beantiful species of Favo- 
site are common there. I also noticed a species of Marchisonia 
and two or three bivalves. The rock froin these quarries makes 
an excellent building stone, and is extensively used for that pur- 
pose. 

[It may be added that in Ashton, Lee Center, Reynolds and 
Amboy, there are small quarries, removed from the river and the 
creeks tributary to it, the Ashton quarry in partientay furnishing 
a beautiful building stone. St. Luke’s Episcopal chnieh is built 
of it. Itis a hard sandstone, and doubtless of the character men- 
tioned by Doctor Everett —Editor. ] 


CHAPTER VIL 


LE COUMYY IN TRE CLY UL Weak 
Mrs. 8S. 8. Dodge 


It would not be just, T think, te clain that our own Lee county 
held more patriotic people and sent more soldiers and supplies 
during the Civil war than others, but that ouv county did stand in 
the fore front in all patriotic labors, we do claim and none will 
dispute. The fact that two great raihway lines crossed each other 
in the county, giving an outlet im four directions, was of much more 
inportance then, as transportation facilities were very meager, 
in comparison with those of today. So. a certain town, not in the 
center of Lee county, but well up in the northwestern corner, called 
Dixon, beeame a rallying point for quite a large section of eoun- 
try. Companies of soldiers, formed in other counties, were sent 
here to join others: some to wait davs and weeks before orders 
eame as to their location in the great struggle just commencing. 
The rolling stock of the railways was taxed to the utinost, and it 
was sad to sce the brave bovs often sent away in freight cars. Lee 
county had shared with others the uncertain and unsatisfactory 
state of feeling for two or three vears, and it only needed the shot 
fired upon Fert Sumter that April day to fan to a flame the smol- 
dering fire of patriotism. Every one from the old people to the 
childven could think and talk of little else. Even the children, 
faithful little copies of the men of their families, arrayed them- 
selves in no uncertain manner on the side where their sympathies 
led. The words abolitionist and secessionist were well under- 
stood, and when the word copperhead was mentioned, it meant to 
the child mind something very fearful. Tt was a marvel to my 
childish mind, and is to this day, the courage it must have taken 
for a man to avow those sentiments in this northland, whieh parted 
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him from relatives, friends and neighbors, sometunes bringing 
him financial losses and bodily injury; and the bitter feeling never 
ended, but lasted as long as life itself. The 17th of April found 
our people, irrespective of party, in council with great enthusiasm. 
The aetion of the administration heartily approved, a company 
was being formed. On the 22d the first company of volunteers met 
at their armory, hoisted a flag opposite the nayor's office. They 
elected A. B. Gorgas, captain; Ilenry T. Noble, first and Henry 
Dement, second lieutenants. Two other companies, the Dixon 
Cadets and the Dixon Blues, were organized, but they were not 
needed then, the regiments under the first call being full. Nearly 
all enlisted again, Jater, and went to the war. On the 25th the 
ladies of Dixon presented a handsome banner to Captain Gorgas’ 
company. ‘The banner was made by the ladies, and they spent days 
in the old Methodist chureh, in its making. The presentation took 
place in front of the old courthouse, and Miss Mary Williams 
delivered the presentation address. Miss Williams, later, became 
the wife of Henry Dement. The regiment of 970 men, of the 
Second Congressional district, went into camp ou the old fair 
grounds just east of the cemetery. The dvawing for position 
by companies gave the Dixon company, Company A. June 1, the 
ladies presented Company A uniforms made by their own hands. 
Sunday, June 16, the Thirteenth Regiment of Dlinois Volunteers 
took the ears for Caseyville, twelve miles from St. Louis. Septem- 
ber 2d, the Thirty-fourth Mlinois Volunteers left Dixon. October 
Ist. a camp for reeruiting and organizing troops was established 
on the river bank west of the railroad, somewhere near where the 
shoe factory now stands. Col. John Dement commander of the 
encampment. December oth, Dement Phalanx go into winter 
quarters, in the stone Juilding, erected for plow works, near the 
depots. Jan. 14, 1862. an artillery company, just raised, eleeted 
John Cheney captain. February 2d, the Forty-sixth Regiment, 
eheamped in Dements barraeks through the winter, take the cars 
for Springtield—J ohn Stevens, captain, father of our bright news- 
paper man, Ma. Frank Stevens. June 10, a new company was 
formed, James W. Reardon, captain. September 4th, the Seventy- 
fifth Hlinois Volunteers in Cainp Dixon, on the bank of the river, 
was inustered into service—five companies from Lee county, five 
from Whiteside. The regiment left for Louisville. Kentueky, Sep- 
tember 27th. 

And so they marehed away, that beautiful army of boys, with 
flags flying, and the inspiring strains of the fife and drum; sad 
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hearts, gay hearts; with experiences awaiting them to turn the 
strongest heart cold; weariness, loneliness, sickness, exposure, 
poor food, wounds, starvation in prisons, and death for thousands 
of them. The total quotas for Lee county were 2,454 men, and the 
enlistments credited to the county were eight short of that nimn- 
ber. Just bow the munber was made up, whether by draft or 
later enlistment, there seems to have been no reeord. Two thou- 
sand four hundred and fifty-four men seems like a large niunber to 
take from one county, but there were many left at home. Those 
who were too old, others who would have gone gladly, but phys- 
ical infirmities prevented. There was something for all of them 
to do. The business world, farms, stores and manufaetones niust 
be cared for. The supervisors of the county were a busy band of 
men in those days. Our great State of Hhnois, from the outset, 
was determined that the quotas called for should be filled) by 
enlisted men, and not by drafting. It became necessary after a 
time, for our county to offer a bounty. At the November term in 
1863, a bounty of $100 was offered to every aceepted volunteer. 
The treasury being low, it was necessary to issue $15,000 in bonds 
for that purpose. At the February term of the supervisors’ court, 
it was reported that $4,061.50 had been distributed, as a relief 
fund to families of volunteers. On July 18, 1864, the President 
called for 500,000 more men, and on September J4th the board 
appropriated $900 for each and every man enlisting to fill said call. 
The clerk was also authorized to issue orders not to exceed $150,000, 
He was also ordered to draw notes on the county treasury for a sum 
not to execed £2,000 for the rehef of families of volunteers, not to 
exceed $100 each. June 20, 1861, the Vohinteer Aid Association 
secured subscriptions to the amount of $2,625, as a fund for the 
benefit of families of absent volunteers. Mueh individual work 
was done; loads of wood hanled, sawed and split, provisions sent 
where needed, clothing as well. One item along this line [ found, 
touched my heart deeply. Noy. 2, 1864, a number of voung men 
in the public’schools formed a patriotie club for the purpose of 
aiding soldiers’ widows and famihes in need of help that they could 
render—Carlos Burr, president; LaFavette Davis, vice president: 
Goodwin Patrick, secretary ; Sherwood Dixon, assistant seerctary ; 
Charles Giles, treasurer. 

The reports of the adjutant general show that Lee county paid 
$405,214.75 bounties: to soldiers’ families. $15,465.75; besides 
$218,707.55 paid as interest on county warrants or bonds, making a 
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total of $639,388.05. This was more than was expended by any 
other county in the state, Cook and Bureau counties alone excepted. 

And the women! What did they do! Do! What didn’t they 
do! After the partings were over, and who can measure the silent 
agony they endured! Wives who saw the husbands go, leaving 
them to be father and mother to the childven and often the bread 
winner too; mothers who saw the school book drop from the son’s 
hand or the hoe in the field it might be, with the far away look in 
the eves, hearing the distant call; and when they said, ‘* Mother, we 
niust go!’ said never a word to keep them back. Sweet girls saw 
their lovers march away, taking the sunlight of happiness ont of 
their lives. The story of the Spartan mother has always inspired 
admiration for her noble courage and patriotism; but in 1861 there 
were Spartan mothers at every cross road and in every hamlet of 
this great country. When the reaction came after these dreadful 
partings, there was work in plenty for these women to do—and 
then, as always, it was a souree of relief. Indeed for a time, there 
was a perfect fury of work; no doubt much was wasted at that 
time from lack of organization. As has been mentioned, the Dixon 
ladies made the uniforms for Company A, Thirteenth Regiment, 
under the effierent superintendence of Mr. W. J. Carpenter, and 
assistants, Messrs. Decamp and Cheeseman, did great service 
eutting and fitting the many garments. Sewing machines were 
rather a new thing here, and not verv numerous, and were taken 
to Union Hall, known now as Maceabee Hall, and many women’s 
hands made quick work, assisted by several of the bovs, who were 
always ready to help by rumming the machines for the tired 
ladies. A few of those dear women are still with us; many have 
passed on. 

Union Tall was used all that long simmer for meetings for 
work, packing supplies, and entertainments of all kinds—fairs, 
dinners, suppers, danees and concerts, anything that would bring 
in money to help the soldiers. When the eold weather came on, 
meetings for work were held at the different homes, as it was too 
expensive to heat the hall. Tn Mareh, 1862, the ladies of Dixon 
formed a Soldiers’ Aid Society, under the leadership of Mrs. 
Enoeh Wood, a natural-horn organizer and most effieient in every 
way. Among the many interesting things they did, T would like to 
Inention one; and that was the making of a silk albnm quilt. In 
the center of each block was a white silk piece, on which names 
were written by Mrs. Alice MeComsey Burton; eaeh name of 
eourse bringing in a small sim of money. The quilt was bought, 
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and given back, sold over and over again. It finally found its way 
to Chicago, was displayed at a fair given by the Sanitary Com- 
mission. A Mr. Howard who had lived in Dixon year's before, 
saw it, learned that it was made in Dixon, bought it, and it was 
used and prized by the [foward family until it was ragged and 
worn out. The Dixon women were called upon to do a great deal 
of cooking the first year. 

Word would be cireulated that a eompany would be here at a 
certain time, totally unprovided for, and the men must be eared 
for until arrangements for government rations eould be made. 
So, on would go the coffee pots, and the lard kettles for frying 
doughnuts, and bread baked as soon as possible. At other times 
train loads of soldiers passing through the town would stop for a 
meal. Then there were the eumpanies encamped here, for differ- 
ent lengths of time, always welcomed any home eooking, vege- 
tables espeeially, to vary their very monotonous menu of hard dry 
biseuits and poor salt meat. Manv were the pails of eooked 
tomatoes, beans and vegetables of all kinds that those devoted 
women carried to the barracks in the west end. So our aetive 
wonien had plenty of this work, Jacking any other. The old Jadies 
knitted soeks, and made night shirts for the wounded in hospitals; 
the young ladies sang war songs at concerts, the most pathetic 
songs ever eomposed, unspeakably dear to the hearts of every true 
man and woman; school girls wrote letters to boy sehoohnates 
who had gone to the front. Who ean tell how mueh good those 
eheery letters did those homesiek bovs. The little gitls scraped 
lint, made little comfort bags. made other little artieles, held little 
fairs and brought their money to be used by the Sanitary Com- 
mission, for the poor soldiers. Then after all the work and strain, 
came the waiting time for those faithful women; who ean tel! the 
agonies of hope deferred, through one, two, three and four long 
years. Somctimes good news eame, sometimes the saddest, but 
worst than all were those to whom no news ever eame, whose loved 
ones lie in unknown graves. 

One busybody T have not mentioned; he of the tiny bow and 
arrows, our little god of love. He was here, there and everywhere. 
Mason and Dixon line meant nothing at all to him, and if he shot 
one of his arrows and found impaled upon it a bluceoat. or 
“Vank,’’ and a hitter little southern rebel, or a grevenat and a 
serious-eyed northern nurse, he only laughed at the confision he 
had made. He put it into the minds of many of the soldier boys, 
that instead of ‘*The girl he left behind him,”’ it should be the wife, 
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and many a going away morning saw a quiet wedding. In my own 
family a dear young unele of barely twenty-one was married the 
iuorning he left for the war. He was sent home soon, on account 
of ilmess, spent a short three weeks with his bride, then back 
again, to die shortly, a victim of poor food and insanitary sur- 
roundings. He has been sleeping away the years in the Southland, 
with thousands of others, within sound of the nnghty Mississippi 
waters, with the stately magnolia trees above him swinging their 
showy censers, and the mocking birds trifling a tireless requiem, 

Truly Lee county did a great work during those troublous 
years. AH honor we render, where we feel nach honor is due. 
But one criticism we must make and it hes very near the hearts 
of many of her good citizens. 

Fifty years have passed since those gallant men marched away, 
and Lee county has reared no memorial for those 2,454 men who 
gave up everything, some of them, even life itself, that this country 
be made peaceful and prosperous. 

Lee county is rich and prosperous. Our supervisors have seen 
to it that we have a fine courthouse and other county buildings, 
but nothing to him of the musket who made these prosperous con- 
ditions. Our neighboring counties are not so remiss. Winnebago 
has a fine memorial hall in Rockford, with beautiful assembly 
room, musemm, AMusement rooms, dining room and kitehen; and 
all about the walls, bronze tablets with the name of every soldier 
who went from the county. | am very proud that my soldier 
hushand’s name is among the number, Stephenson county has a 
Monument just i front of the courthouse in Freeport. Ogle 
comity has provided a memorial hall in the courthouse in Oregon, 
with marble tablets with the soldiers” names upou them upon the 
walls. It would seem if the matter is not taken up, during the hfe 
of the present generation, it is probable it never would be. Some 
may sav, why not let some individual or organization rear a 
memorial of some kind?) T have no doubt there are those who 
would be willing to do so, but it shonld not he an individual gift. 
Mt should he a tribnuie from every one in the eounty. 

Ts it not true, that we are more interested, and prize more 
highly, something in whieh we have a share ? 

While motoring in Wisconsin the past summer we spent a 
day i Janesville, and there in frout of the eonrthonge was a 
massive granite monument, shnply in memory of the soldiers of 
Rock eamty. Then in Baraboo, we spent two davs, and almost 
the first thing T saw when T looked out of the hotel window, whieh 
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faced the courthouse square, was a soldiers’ monument, Sauk 
county’s tribute to her soldiers. What do the children think, 
when we try to teach them patriotism, when we have no memorial 
to point to with pride, as a token of our love and appreciation ? 
How much it would mean to the familes of those who gave their 
loved ones, to see in our beautiful courthouse park, a fitting 
tribute, in which they would have a vital interest? And what a 
lesson in patriotism to the conmunity at large, every time they 
passed that way, to look upon that memorial of courage and 
bravery. 

It would seem as though our present honorable board of 
supervisors could not do a more fitting or beautiful thing, than 
to make a suitable appropriation for this object of love and duty. 

Very soon the veterans will all have passed to the better land. 
When our Great Commander shall call all His brave boys, for a 
final review, there will be no neglected or disappointed ones. He 
will credit every one for every noble deed, and in His smile of 
approval, they will find perfect satisfaction. 

When we stand before Him, and He asks if we did all we could 
in love, gratitude and appreciation, for this great army of men, 
not for what they were themselves, for their sacrifice entailed on 
many of them, broken health, shattered bodies, minds and morals, 
but for the great things they did for each and every one of us, 
what shall our answer be! 


LEE COUNTY'S SOLDIERS IN THE CIVIL WAR 


Tn running through the Adjutant General’s reports to find the 
names of the soldiers who enlisted from Lee county, a perfect 
roster cannot be claimed. I found other Wyomings. Sugar 
Groves, Hamiltons, Marions, Franklins, Brooklvns, and Pal- 
mvras. In such cases, if no other Lee county names were found, 
no attention was paid to them. I feel, however, that a reasonably 
accurate list has been completed. One or two desertions have been 
noted. Others may have deserted, but T doubt it. The hovs from 
Lee were a Joval body of men. 

In many eases where recruiting was progressing jnst over the 
line in neighboring towns, if reeruits got their mail there, the 
recruiting station was eredited with the reernit and not Lee 
county. so that T lost the name. 
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EIGHTH INFANTRY 


James H. Barrell, Amboy, Co. G; Alexander Algood, Amboy, 
Co. H; Peter Barnard, Amboy, Co. H. Transferred from the 
th: Alexander [1. Crowell, Amboy, Co. 1. Unassigned 
Reernits: Charles K. Ramsay, Andrew Roe, Martin J. Roberts, 
George W. Reutpo, Levi L. Rentpo, Daniel Sullivan, Wilham A. 
Short, Philip Stout, Samuel V. Shoemaker. 


NINTH INFANTRY 
Michael Farley, Amboy, Co. I. 
TENTH INFANTRY 


Company G: Ephraim A. Wilson, Dixon; Guy W. Blanchard, 
Palmyra; William Hartman, Palmyva; Wiliam Andrew, Pal 
myra; Guy H. Blanchard, Palmyra; Justus ©. Blanchard, Pal- 
myra; Daniel M. Cary, Pabuyta; William I. Desk (or Dech), Pal- 
myra; "William Ilartman, Palmy1a; David Kinney Cor Kenney), 
Pahnvyra; George Leuox, Palmyra; Wilham EH. Lord, Palmyra; 
Jerome J3. Morgan, Palmyra: Spencer C. Moreau, Palmyra; 
Michael O’Brien, Palnyra; George Roueh (or Rouseh), Palmyra ; 
Hero S. Siefken, Dixon; Henry W. Warn, Palmyia; Charles C. 
Williams, Dixon; Jtreeaman VD. Rosebrook (or Rosbrook), Dixon; 
Henry Bremer, Harmon; Jacoh Julfs, Harmon; John M. Kinnev 
(or Kenney), Dixon; Engene A. Miller, Tlammon; Japhet B. 
Sminith. Harmon; James B. Shorter, Harmon. Henry J. Heren, 
Dixon, unassigned. 


ELEVENTH REGIMENT | 


Kverett Ii. Chase, Amboy, Co. A; Henry Kuaht, Lee eounty, 
Co. A; George F. Morgan, Lee eounty, Co. A: Stephen S. Scolley 
(or Scully), Lee county, Co. B; Angust Leuseh, Lee eounty, Co. C; 
James HH. Barrell, Lee eonnty Qvho was transferred to the Eighth), 
Co. D; George H. Brown, Lee county, Co. D: Wilson J. Fisher, Lee 
eounty, Co, D; John IF. Pieromet, Ainhoy, (who was transferred 
tomo. 26th). Oo. Ms Aatiinie Menicold, Lee connie Con ie 
Jesse 5. Weddell, Amboy, Co. FE: Tenry FE. Wiley, Amboy, Go. EK: 
Peter M. Barnard, Dixon, Co. F; Thomas B. Fisher, Amboy, Co. 
CG; William KE. Morse, Amboy. Co. G: Christian Plank, Amboy, 
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Co. H; Charles H. Gardner, Dixon, Co. 1; Patriek Shehan, Dixon, 
Co. I; David B. Wilson, Amboy, Co. KK. Unassigned: From Am- 
boy, Walter L. Armstrong, Levy Bainter, Jolin Burke, Thomas 
Shortleff. 

TWELFTH REGIMENT 


Company B: Jesse F. Hale, Amboy; Jiius Arndt, Amboy; 
Sylvester Bidwell, Willow Creek; Henry Bothe, Amboy; Harlan 
L. Brewer, Amboy ; Clark Camp, Bradford; Tsaae W. Camp, Brad- 
ford; Martin L. Clink, Lee Center; John C. Clink, Sublette; Wil- 
liam Colwell, Ambov; John Cook, Brooklyn; Albert R. Cumpston, 
Lee eounty; Joseph Cullison, Dixon; William Culver, Dixon; 
William C. Doan, Amboy; John Griffin, Amboy; Alva Griswold 
(or Griffin), Amboy; Frederick Hammerly, Amboy; Martin 
Hammerly, Amboy; Jacob Hammerly, Amboy; David I. Jeffs, 
China; James Long, Amboy: James McManus, Dixon: Thomas 
W. Moffitt, Amboy; James B. Nesbit, Lee county; Charles W. 
Peterson, Lee Center; William H. Post, Ashton; Jacob Stephens, 
Brooklyn; Freegift Vandervort, Ambov; John F. Doan, Amboy; 
Jesse H. Doan, Ambov; Lewis M. Wileox, Lee Center. 

Christopher C. Miller, Dixon, Co. G. John J. Boyee, Dixon, 
Co. Ix. 

THIRTEENTH REGIMENT 


John B. Wyman, Colonel, Amboy: Adam B. Gorgas, Am- 
boy; David H. Law, Asst. Surgeon, Dixon; J. Spafford Hunt, 
Asst. Surgeon, Dixon; Joseph C. Miller, Chaplain; Martin H. 
Williams, Sergeant Major, Dixon; David L. Cleimnent, Sergeant 
Major, Amboy; H. F. Van Houghton, Com. Sergeant, Dixon; 
Josiah Kk. Goodwin, Hospital Steward, Amboy; Hobart P. Wicks, 
Musican, Dixon; John A. D. Heaton, Musician, Dixon. 

Company A: Henry T. Noble, Capt., Dixon; A. Judson Pink- 
ham, Capt., Dixon; Henry D. Dement, 1st Lientenant, Dixon; 
Mark M. Evans, 1st Lieutenant, Dixon; Benj. Gilman, 2d Lien- 
tenant, Dixon; George L. Aeckin, 2d Lieutenant, Dixon: George 
Bass, Ashton; Henry VanHouton, Dixon; Corvdon L. Heath, 
Dixon: Samuel Tuhl, Dixon; Alexander Pitts. Dixon; Edwin A. 
Snow, Dixon; Dwight Heaton, Dixon: James M. Shaw, Lee Cen- 
ter: Martin C. Auld, Dixon; Henry M. Demphes, Dixon; Richard 
B. Young, Dixon; Cvrline B. Ayres, Dixon; Henry A. Anderson, 
Dixon; Martin Abels, Dixon; Palmer Atkins, Dixon: DeGras W. 
Brittain, Paw Paw; Charles A. Becker, Dixon; Charles Boucher, 


98 HISTORY OF LEE COUNTY 


Dixon; Samuel Boyer, Dixon; James H. Boyd, Dixon; Dennison 
evade Dixon; John H. is ubaker, Dixon; James Brennan, 
Dixon; Horace HV, Beal, Dixon; Martin Blaer, Dixon; Charles 
As Soy jam, Dixon; Amos P. Curry, Dixon; John D. Crabtree, 
Dixon; Jonathan H. Crabtree, Dixon; Wm. H. Cheeseman, Dixon; 
Gistaene Cheney, Dixon; James E. Cov ell, Dixon; Witham Cotfee, 
Dixon; Henry A. fein Pixon; George F. ater die: Dixon; 
Mark ne Dixon; Ilenry W. Glassey, Dixon; Charles J. Cone, 
Dixon; Wilham H. Gin Dixon; Lewis Gregwire, Dixon; Ta 
IL. Gilgan, Dixon; Milton Giles, Dixon; Austin Gallup, eon 
Robert Hadley, Dixon; Leroy Hallowell, Dixon; John Hamill, 
Dixon; Orville Hamilton, Dixon; James A. Hill, Dixon; Edward 
Heaton, Dixon; George W. Harkiess, Dixon; Clinton D. Har- 
rison, Dixon; William Tnwin, Dixon; Albert Kelly, Dixon; Mark 
W. Link, Dixon; William M. Mann, Dixon; Joseph R. Morrill, 
Dixon; George F. Mann, Dixon; Henry Moseley, Dixon; William 
H. Mead, Dixon; John Oakley, Dixon; Benjamin F. Pratt, Lee 
Center; Osear H. Phillbrick, Dixon; Charles W. Reynolds, 
Dixon; Ed. V. E. Remington, Dixon; Miller Santee, Dixon; Rollin 
1]. Stearns, Lee Center; Kebert 1). Shaw, Lee Center; Thomas H. 
Smurr, Dixon; Charles UH. Sutton, Dixon; Cvrus P. Smith, Paw 
Paw; Charles W. Snyder, Dixon; Jedediah Shaw, Dixon; Nor- 
man P. Sterling, Dixon; David N. Slearry (or David H. Starry), 
Dixon; Andrew Voorhees, Dixon; George W. Wells, Dixon; 
Joshua W. Wood, Dixon; Jaeoh R. Wolverton, Dixon; Hugh 
Wilson, Dixon; Charles A. Williams, Dixon; William H. Wood- 
entt, Dixon: Patrick Walsh, Dixon: Jolin “MM. Walty, Dixon; 
Lyman M. Cole, Dixon; Joseph 8. Potter, Dixon; George 1). Bur- 
ton, Dixon; Seth 1D. W. GC. Brittain, Paw Paw; Williaa Conk, 
Dixon; James K. Edson, Dixon; Sherman A. Griswold, Lee Cen- 
ters Joseph Hill, Dixon: Sath J. Eleaton, Dixon: Joli, VW aise, 
Dixon: Peter LaForge, ... Franklin Grove: William GQ. MeGin- 
nis, Dixon: Patrick MeKeever, Dixon: Charles TL. Noble, Dixon: 
Charles I*. Sawyer, Lee Center: John Sehwab, Dixon; Oscar TH. 
Webh, oe Edward White, China. 

Company €: Tlenry M. Messenger, Amboy, Capt.: George B. 
Sage, Ainhoy, Capt.: Nathaniel Neff, Amboy. Ist Lient.; Simeon 
T. Joslyn, Amboy, Ist Lient.; Joln A. Shipman, Amboy, Seret.: 
David TL. Cleinmert, Amboy, Seret.: William TH. Hale, Sublette, 
Seret.: Frank A. Wood, Sublette, Seret.: Frederick W. Cooper, 
Melugin’s Grove, Corporal: William TH. Ripley. Amboy, Cor- 
poral: Alexander Rollo, Amboy, Corporal; Alexander MeNaugh- 
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ten, Amboy, Corporal; Albert B. Mekxune, Sublette, Corporal; 
Herman G. Huster, Amboy, Corporal; George M. Berkley, Sub- 
lette, Corporal; Tracy F. Marshall, Amboy, Musician; Frank 
Leer, Amboy, Musician; Richard Atkinson, Amboy; Edward A. 
Barnard, Amboy; Otis B. Bridgman, Amboy; John I. Baniter, 
Amboy; Willis Bronson, Amboy; John Creamer, Amboy; Henry 
Christie, Melugin’s Grove; James Christianer, Meclugin’s Grove; 
Valentine Cortz, Amboy; Michaec] Casey, Amboy; Hemry Clay, 
Amboy; Sylvanus Cole, Melugin’s Grove; John Dykeman, 
Amboy; Andrew DeWolf, Lee Center; Frederick P. Fox, Amboy ; 
Samuel C. Fairchild, Melugin’s Grove; Joseph C. Fishell, Sub- 
lettc; Mills (or Miles) J. Gifford, Amboy; James E. Gray, Lee 
Center; Josiah IK. Goodwin, Amboy; EK. C. Hubbard, Amboy; 
John Heetor, Amboy; Alfred Hastings, Sublette; Alexander 
Hamilton, Amboy; Theodore Hyde, Melngin’s Grove; Simeon C. 
Hutf, Amboy; Willard Jones, Amboy; James A. Neat, Amboy; 
Charles D. Keene, Melugin’s Grove; Nelson Lane, Melugin’s 
Grove; Wiliam J. Lyneh, Amboy; Nathan Megarry, Amboy; 
Zachariah Mathews, Ambov; James McCallum, Amboy; James 
H. Montgomery, Dixon; Harry W. Melune, Sublette; Jacob 
Nelson, Amboy; Stephen T. Parker, Melugin’s Grove; Adam 
Roundenbush, Amboy; T. Frank Rosbach, Amboy; Derson A. 
Rosecrans, Ashton; Charles Runrill, Amboy; James Shultz, 
Franklin Grove; Talman A. Seley, Amboy; Amos E. Sweet, Melu- 
gin’s Grove; Robert H. Thompson, Mehigin’s Grove; Edward 
Thompson, Melugin’s Grove; Hudson R. Unks, Amboy; Thomas 
W. Willars, Amboy; Charles C. Wilson, Ambov; George P. Wood, 
Sublette; Remington Warriner, Paw Paw; Patrick Ward, Ash- 
ton; L. Eells Jackson, Sublette; Richard KE, Ash, Sublette; Hugh 
Carr, Sublette; William H. Curley, Amboy; David Fairehilds, 
Melugin’s Grove; Albert H. Higday, Melugin’s Grove; Hannibal 
Keene, Paw Paw; Daniel McCoy, Franklin Grove; William 
Morse, Sublette; Sheldon Marsh, Melugin’s Grove; Abram JJ. 
Rodabaugh, Ambov; Benjamin F. Shinneman, Melugin’s Grove ; 
Osgood Wyman, Amboy; Ogden Fairehilds, Viola. 

Company F: Charles Cook, Dixon. 

Company G: Stephen E. Austin, Dixon; Samuel Genung. 
Dixon; Leroy Genung. Dixon; Warren Genung, Dixon; John E. 
Haves, Dixon; Adam C. Hartzell, Dixon; John Linguin, Dixon. 

Company H: Edwin Wales, Paw Paw; Grove Arnold, Paw 
Paw. 
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Company K: Franklin Holley, Lee Center; Jacob Wagner, 
Dixon; Hercules Wood, Dixon. 


FU'TEENTH REGIMENT 


John W. Vertress, Amboy, Co. D; Francis A. Fish, Franklin 
Grove, Co. G; Robert 8. Savidge, Franklin Grove, Co. G; Bascom 
Decker, Franklin Grove, Co. G. 


FIFTEENTH REORGANIZED 


Company D: Ezekiel Giles, Dixon, Capt.; Volney Bliss, Lee 
Center, Ist Lieut.; Charles A. Harper, Nelson, 2d Lieut.; William 
J. MeVay, May, Sergeant; Milton E. Barker, Lee Center, Ser- 
geant; Charles P. Giles, Dixon, Sergeant; William Barber, Lee 
Center, Corporal; Ralph O. Tripp. Lee Center, Corporal; Albert N. 
Shoemaker, Lee Center, Corporal; Samuel R. Lichtenberger, Har- 
mon, Corporal; George Asehenbrenner, Lee Center; Christopher 
Bieree, Amboy; Carlos C. Burr, Dixon; Charles W. Frost, Lee 
Center; Josiah L. Gray, Lee Center; Parnack B. Haradan, Pal- 
myra; Emery M. June, China; Samuel H. Liedy, Dixon; Calvin P. 
Linn, Lee Center; James MeConnell. May; Barnett Neill, Lee Cen- 
ter; John TH. Penfield, Lee Center; Elijah Robinson, Lee Center; 
James ©. Vroman, Lee Center; William IL. Woodvatt, Lee Cen- 
ter; Albert G. Wheaton, China; Cvrus Whipkey, Nelson; Cyrus 
L. Woodrnff, Bradford. 

Company G: Albert Bliss, Jv, Sublette, Captain; Devalson J. 
Kimball, Paw Paw, 1st Lieut.; Augustus 8. Chappell, Dixon, 2d 
Lieut.; Henry Cole, Paw Paw, Sergeant; Cyrus C. Wood, Paw 
Paw, Sergeant; Henry C. Allen, Alto, Sergeant; John R. Miller, 
Amboy, Corporal; Luther W. Mitchell, Palmyra, Corporal; Rieh- 
ard M. Gano, Alto, Corporal; Francis M. Mendenall, Amboy, 
Musician; Elijah Allen, Amboy; William J. Cockrum, Amboy; 
James IT, Carlile, Amboy; William J. Caspen, Amboy; Tsaae Den- 
ham, Aimbov; Thomas .F. Dinkle, Amboy; Charles TH. Dunkle, 
Amboy; Joshua Epperson, Alto: John Warrington, Paw Paw; 
Willian Tlowell, Paw Paw; James H. Johnson. Alto: Tsaae C. 
Jones, Paw Paw; John Jackson, Paw Paw: James T. Johnson, 
Mavion: Mathias Nlinker, Marion; John Meeks, Ambov: Stephen 
J. Mortis, Paw Paw; Thomas ©. MeClnive; Marion; Elisha P4 
Nooner, Amboy; William J. Pearson, Amboy: John Poland, 
Wyoming: Francis EK. Rogers, Wyoming; James A. Ratliff, 
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Amboy; Iva D. Swartwout, Wyoming; John Smith, Willow Creek ; 
John D. Sharp, Amboy; Wyatt Tucker, Amboy; John B. Titus, 
Brooklyn; Edward R. Therig, Marion; William Trowbridge, 
Marion; Isaac Williams, Amboy; Daniel Ward, Amboy; Joseph 
F. Wheeler, Brooklyn; William R. Miller, Amboy; Hivam Knep- 
per, Marion; Henry R. Mon, Marion; Henrv H. Stull, Marion. 
Company I: Benjamin F. Gifford, Alto, Captain; Septer Rob- 
erts, Viola, Ist Lieut.; Nathaniel A. Nettleton, Willow Creck, 2d 
Lieut.; Wilham Dearth, Palmyra, 2d Lieut.; Job T. Lane, Brook- 
lvn, Sergeant; Benjamin Nettleton, Willow Creek, Sergeant; Jere- 
miah Conway, Reynolds, Sergeant: Marvin Reed, Alto, Sergeant ; 
Abram Parker, Viola, Corporal; Granville 8. Dinton, Viola, Cor- 
poral; William J. Dawson, Brooklyn, Corporal; James Keghtlin- 
ger, Willow Creck, Corporal: Chandler Holton, Willow Creek, 
Corporal; Leander Walrath, Alto, Corporal; James O. Van Cam- 
pen, Viola, Corporal; John D. Wheeler, Wyoming, Corporal ; Sam- 
uel Argraves, Viola; Minor M. Avery, Viola; Thomas Avinstrong,. 
Reynolds; Nathaniel C. Allen, Willow Creek; Adin Briggs, Wil- 
low Creck; George 8. Briggs, Willow Creek; Bigelow Barnhart, 
Willow Creek ; Robert E. Blair, Viola; Allen Cole, Viola; Emannel 
Depus, Viola; I'rederick Exbes, Willow Creek; Edwin C. Free- 
man, Alto; John M. Fisk, Reynolds; Robert P. Golden, Wvo- 
ming; David Guthrie, Viola; Henry Grobe, Nelson; Joseph 
Hethrington, Amboy; McClure Ifyde, Brooklyn; James W. Flyde, 
Brooklyn; David Holdren, Brooklyn; Samuel Hough, Brooklyn; 
Santee Hess, Willow Creek; Charles E. Hull, Willow Creek; 
James D, Hull, Brooklyn; Henry EE. Jewell, Viola; Trmman John- 
son, Viola; Andrew Jackson, Willow Creek; William D. Jenkins, 
Wyoming; Joseph Kugler, Willow Creek; John Kasler, China; 
John E. King, Palmyra; David Lewis, Brooklyn; Thomas 
Machen, Amboy; Andrew MecGaffey, Palmyra; William J. Meln- 
gin, Brooklyn; Clement B. Miller, Willow Creek; William S. 
Mills, Willow Creek; Daniel Mittan, Wyoming; John Rankin, 
China; John F. Seavey, Palmyra: Hamilton P. Stow, Wvoming; 
Charles D. Steinbrook, Willow Creek; William Sherwood, Reyn- 
olds; William H. Taylor, Viola; Hosea R. Town, Wvoming; 
Christian C. Uhl, Nelson; William Van Anker, Wyoming: Charles 
Wright, Amboy; Winfield 8. Whitaker, Viola; William A. Whit- 
comb, Palmyra; Robert Wells, Willow Creek; John W. Wood, 
Willow Creek ; Thomas F. Maddox, Marion; Peter Ruffin, Nelson. 
Daniel Woodmansee, Lee connty, Co. EH, 16th Reg.: A. N. 
George, Lee county, Co. B, 19th Reg.; Joseph R. Hunt, Lee county, 
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Co, is, 19th Reg.; Daniel L. Yeomans, lee county, Co. B, 19th 
Ree.: John P. Clay, Viola, Co. H, 19th Reg.; Jolmletcali, Weyo 
ming, Co. B, 21st Reg; James Nicholas, Wyoming, Co. B, 21st 
Reg.; John Agier, Wroming, Co. C, 21st Ree.; Henry A. Black 
Franklin Grove, Co. C, 21st Reg.; Charles T. Bowers, Franklin 
Grove, Co. C, 21st Rey.; Alfred A. Beede, Palmyra, Co. C, 21st 
kee.; David S&S. Bixby, Amboy, Cac, 2ist Ree; Willian bie 
baker, China, Cu, C, 21st Res: Jolm A. Barrett, Wronumnies Co, ¢ 
21st Ree; Charles Bach, Sublette, Cu. ©, 21st Kee; William 
Casterline, Franklin Grove, Cu, C, 21st Ree; Iva Dexter, Oikiv, 
Co. D, 21st Reg.: Samuel Farseman, Willow Creek, Co. D, 21st 
Reg.; Charles Fairchilds, Bradford, Co. D, 21st Ree.; George W. 
Hall, Brvoklyn, Co. D, 21st Reg.; Albert Hubbard, Brooklyn, Co. 
D, 21st Ree.; Christopher C. Hodges, Wyoming, Co. D, 21st Reg.; 
Phillip Tackett, Wyoming, Co. D, 21st Regs; Murray Johnson, 
May, Co. D, 21st Reg.; Henrv Johuson, China, Co. D, 21st Reg.; 
Charles I. Kelly, Wyoming, Co. KE, 21st Reg.; Jacob Luft, Sub- 
lette, Co. Ik, 21st Reg.; Avery ein Wyoming, Co. E, 21st 
Reg.; Emery R, Morrill, Palnyra, Co. EH, Plst Reg; Harvey A: 
Morris, Wyoming, Co. HE, 21st Reg.; Osear R. Morse, Sublette, 
Cu, KE, 21st Ree.; Edgar A. Madison, Wvoming, Co. E, 21st Reg.; 
James A, Smith, Dixon, Co. EK, 21st Reg.; Joseph A. Miller, Ai- 
boy, Co. T°, 21st Reg.:; ILenry Nicholas, Hamilton, Co. F, 21st Reg. ; 
Elijah R. Odell, Sublette, Co. F, 21st Reg.; Iiram Penee, China, 
Cu. F, 21st Reg.; Richard A. Steele, Wyoming, Co. F, 21st Reg.: 
John Smith, China, Co. F, 21st Ree.; Charles B. Stanard, Brook- 
lyn, Cont" lst Ree; Chas, W. Reed Mieluein’s (hive, On, 1,2 ley 
Reg.; George N. Seott, Sublette, Co, [. 2st Ree: Charles D. Tim- 
vthy, Franklin Grove, Co. 1, 21st Reg.: Sevmour Warner, Wvo- 
nid, Co. 1, ist Ree: Mew Wolf. Subloite, Co. 1, 21st Res: 
Charles tH. Ingalls, Lee Center, Co. K, 2ist Ree.; George A. Sick- 
els, Dixon, Co. KX, 21st Reg; Henry 8. Palmer, Dixon, Com. Seret.. 
22d Regw., enlisted Co, : Thomas F. Beemer, Willow Creek, Co. 
D, 23d Reg.; Moratio Farnham, Amboy, Co, F, 23d Reg; Allen 
FP. White, Dixon, Ist Corp., Co. IT, 23d Ree.; Wm. Bundy, Dixon, 
Co ty od Reg: Predemekhulne. Dison, Co, 23d Reso Taslin 
Morris, Dixon, Co. TE, 23d Reg. ; Sanmel MeChesneyv, Dixon, Co. 11, 
Zl Kee. ; Ailes Js. Reed, Alto, 2d Licut., Co. 1, 25d Ree.: George 
Alien. Dixon, Go. 1, 23d Ree. Wisha Il, Beadle. Iixomscac ml 
23d Roe: Alfred Cornish, Dixon, Co. 1, 23d Ree.: Peter Dule. 
Dixon, Coms2id Rew: David UW. Wenn Disa, Co. 1, o3diieer 
Michael Spooner, Dixon, Co. T, 23d Ree., this fellow deserted: 


HISTOR) OF LEE COUNTY 103 


James H. Thonipson, Dixon, Uv. 1, 23d Reg.; Michael Garsen- 
smicht, Amboy, Co. A, 24th Reg. David Abbott, Milton Laltlister 
and Peter Blackburn, all of China township, enlisted in the reg- 
war army. Abbott died in camp of smallpox; Blackburn served 
his time and Hallister was rejected for plysical disabilities. 
Charles Montonk, Dixon, Co. B, 32d Reg. 


THIRTY-THIRD REGELENT 


Albert M. Brooktield, Dixon, Co. A: Robert A. Buskile, Marion, 
Co. A; Charles Hanger, Marion, Co. A: Walter C. Ross, Marion, 
Co. A; Charles G. Hoavell, Dry Grove, Co. Ay Arents Ross, Dry 
Grove, Co. A; Newton G. B. Brown, Wvroming, Co. B; Lewis 
Thomas, Wyoming, 2d Lieut., Co. By; Wilham H. Edis, Wyoming, 
Co. B; Adolph Nehring, Sugar Grove, Co, B; William C. Rolls, 
Brooklyn, Co. C, Musician; James D. Brower, Sugar Grove, Co. 
D; John Moore, Sugar Grove, Co. D. 


THIRTY-FOURTH REGIMENT 


Alexander P. Dysart, Colonel. China: Peter F. Walker, Licut. 
Col., Bradford; Charles N. Levanway, Maj.. Dixon; Henry D. 
Woods, Adjutant, Dixon; John L. Hostetter, Surgeon, Dixon; 
George W. Hewitt. Ass’t Surgeon, China; Michacl Decker, Chap- 
lain, China; Henry H. Glenn, Q. M. Seret., Ashton; B. F. Dysart, 
Q. M. Sergt., China: John H. Wingert, Musician, China. 

Company A: Tsrael R. Babcock, Nelson; Mareus Beal, Dixon; 
Alpheus Beal. Dixon, Isaac R. Crvgier, Dixon; Frederick Kester, 
Dixon; George A. Loner, Dixon; David H. Merricks, Dixon. 

Company B: Stephen I. Richmond, Lee. (?) 

Company C: Benson Wood. China; Leander W. Rosecrans, 
China; J. Wesley Williams, Ist Lieut., China; J. Lindsay Block, 
Ist Lieut., China; David Wingert, 1st Lieut., China; B. Frank 
Dysart, 2d Lieut., China; Alexander Allen, 2d Lieut., China. 

Sergeants: Adoniram Keene, Bradford: David A. Glenn, 
China; Wesley J. Williams, China. 

Corporals: John P. Lahman, China: Samuel 8. Worley, 
China; George FE. Crum, China; William A. Seitz, China: Thomas 
Flynn. Bradford; Sidney Davis, China; Samuel] Fish, China. 

Musicians: Philo C. Williams, China; Jeremiah H. Stevens, 
China. 
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Privates: Frank Abner, China; Alexander Allen, China; John 
Adams, Bradford; Matthias Blair, China; Isaac Barnard, China; 
Josiah G. Bowers, China; Miles Bahen, China; Henry IE. Brown, 
China; Thomas W. Brown, China; Francis IT. Brown, China; Wal- 
lace Butler, China; Jacob Burgy, China; Robert C. Boyd, China; 
Janes P. Carter, Bradford; Jason F. Calwell, China; Robert Cal- 
well, China; Alexander Depuy, Dixon; Jaeob B. Emmert, China; 
Philip Ensminger, China; Jonathan B. Fellows, China; John GC. 
Gillott, China; Royal Harkness, China; Henry Hoffmaster, Brad- 
ford; Alvin Holbrook, China: William Hunt. China; Jacob I. 
Ilunt, China; Jacob B. Hoft, China; Alexander P. Hittle, China; 
Thonias Jackson, China: Morris Johnson, China; William W. 
Kerr, China; Philip Kagrice, China; George WW. esler, Ching? 
William H. IKnipper, China; Joseph Laccerte, China; John H. 
Lytle, China; Joshna E. Lahman, China; Mathias Marker, Ash- 
ton; James Morrissev, China: Edward O'Neal, China; George W. 
Pense, China; John Roach. China: Leander W. Rosecrans, China; 
Willian Riee, China; Chas. Santee, China; John G. Sartorius, 
China; John N. Stransner, China; Jaeob C. Sunday, China: Wil- 
liam Townsend, China; Henry M. Nance, China: James T. Will- 
roy, Chima; Enoch Ward, China; Charles P. Wittman, China: 
David Wingert. China; John H. Wingert, China; Ralph Young, 
China. 

Veterans: William H. Griffith, China; Cyrus Griffith, China: 
Benjamin R. Rovee, China; Samuel 8. Worley, China. 

Reermits: David Buek, Ashton; Abraham F. Buek, Ashton; 
George D. Black, China; Franklin U1. Crnmb, China: George W. 
Cunard, Bradford; Franklin W. Durfee. China: George W. East- 
rood, China; Jaeoh W. Foreman, Ashton: William ID. Freed, 
China; Josephus F. Fish, China: George W. Glenn, Ashton; Henry 
IT. Glenn, Bradford; Aurilius Gaslin, China; George Grothe, 
China; Herman Grothe, China; William IT. Griffith. China; Cvrus 
Giiffith, China; Otto Hamer, China: Thomas Haves, China; Eu- 
gene Leech, China; William W. Lahman. China: Edward MeGuire, 
China; Tfenry A. Nichols, China: William A. Rice. China: Ben- 
jamin R. Royee, Ashton: George W. Schmucker, Marion: George 
L, Stoddard, China: David N. Thompson, China: Philo C. Wil- 
Hains, China; James J. Wright. China: Jaeoh A. Warner, Brad- 
ford; Tiram M. Wilson, China: Luther D. Wood, China; William 
T. Bulhs, Dixon, who was transferred from 104th. 

Company D: Truman 1. Pratt, Capt. Dixon: William 8. 
Wood, Capt... Dixon: Simon B. Dexter, Capt.. Amboy: Charles 
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Eccles, Capt., Palmyra; Francis Fursythe, 1st Lieut., Dixon; 
Henry A. Jefts or Julffs, Ist Lieut., China; Spencer Cunn, 2d 
Lieut., Wyoming. 

Sergeants: Thomas D. Lake, Lee Center; Daniel C. Young. 
Wyonnng. 

Corporals: Robert J. Hunt, Wyuming; Ilenry D. Wood, Pal- 
myra; Anson ik. Thunmel, Palmyra; Henry E. Fuller, Dixon; 
Samuel 1. Tussey, Sublette; Jolm D. Dole, Wyoming. 

Musicians: Melzar F. Barnes, Lee Center; Henrv M. Barnes, 
Lee Center. 

Wagoner: Morris Johnson, Sublette. 

Privates: John Albers, Palmyra; Kngene Brewer, Wyong: 
John H. Brinham, Dixon; George S. Burdick, Nachusa; Wilham 
R. Burdick, Nachusa; Jerome Backus, Wyoming; Oliver P. Bar- 
ber, Wyoming; Joseph P. Brewer, Bradford; Henry C. Case, 
Wvoning; Philatus B. Carver, Dixon; James P. Chapman, Wyo- 
ming; Mordecai T. Childs, Nelson: John W. Crawford, Dixon: 
Josiah J. Deck, Palmyra, David H. Dorn, Brooklyn; George P. 
Ehrman, Dixon; Wellington Eaton, Wyoming; Charles N. (or F.) 
Eaton, Wyoming; John C. Forbes, Sublette: Henry Frerichs, 
Dixon; Lewis Fenstemacher, Hamilton: Frederiek S. Frisbee, Lee 
Center; James Grogan, Dixon; Patrick J. Hall, Palmyra; George 
H. Huimmerston, Dixon; Charles W. Tunt, Wyoming; John L. 
Henrick, Wyoming; Joseph Healion, Dixon; Charles G. Jewett. 
Sublette; Charles S. Johnson, Sublette; Michael Kileen, Dixon; 
Fred F. Klosterman, Palmyra; Cornelius Kelleher, Wyoming; 
Orlando Kidney, Wvroming: William J. Lohr, Dixon; Morris 
Furman, Dixon: John MeBride, Dixon; Alfred T. Mead, Pal- 
myvra; George D. Mead, Lee Center; Henry Montgomery, Dixon; 
Henry Praim, Aino; Gould H. Pern, Dixon; Henry Pecks, 
Dixon: George W. Pierce, Dixon; Abram Swartwout, Sublette: 
William Saylor, Dixon: Albert Slater, Palmyra; John Stull, 
Dixon: Alvah F, (or T.) Stewart. Palmyra: Solomon Stewart. Ain- 
boy; Joseph Shelhamer, Dixon; Jacob Senniff, Dixon; James 'Tal- 
bot. Wyoming; Thomas Twohey, Dixon; George Williamson, 
Dixon: David R. Wolverton, Dixon; William Wendle, Dixon; 
Charles A. Wetherbee, Lee Center; Abner R. Wills, Wyoming: 
Tra Wales, Wroming. 

Veterans: Melzer E. Barnes, Dixon; Henry F. Fuller, Dixon; 
Robert J. Hunt, Dixon: Henry A. Jeff. Dixon; Morris Jolimson, 
Bison: Syien Kalas, Dison: Samnel . Tisser, Dixon; Henry D. 
Wood, Dixon. 


Val T- 7 


106 HISTORS OF LEE COUNTY 


Recruits: Daniel W. Balles, China; Bryan Brogan, Dixon; 
Patrick R. Burke, Dixon; John B. Claassen, Palmyra; Colum- 
bus W. Crumb, China; Iliram Couper, Dixon; Patrick Drew, 
Dixon; Thomas Drew, Dixon: Mannadnke Eckles, Palmyra ; Fred- 
erick i. Ellinger, Dixon; Thomas Eakles, Palmyra; Clitford East- 
wuod, Palmyra; Jacob Eggert. Dixon; Orris D. Eaton, Wyoming ; 
Dominick Ford, Dixon; Adelbert A. Fletcher, Dixon; Frederick 
Fellows, Hamilton; Thomas Gatfany, Dixon; Michael Gaffany, 
Dixon; Francis E. Gates, Wyoming; Ayres Gable, Wyoming; 
Mott N. Goble, Wyoming; Robert C. Gaston, Palmyra; Lewis 
Gleichman, Palmyra; fra B. Ibatton, Palmyra; James N. Henrie, 
Palmyra; William Haire, Palmyra; Alvan S. Jolmson, Wyoming ; 
Charles W. Jackson, Palmyra; Michael J. Ixillen, Lee Center; 
Bleazer J. Kelly, Amboy: Dedrich Kruger, Palmyra; ‘Truman H. 
Kruger, Wyoming; James Landers, Amboy; James Lonergan, 
Dixon; Henry Lawson, Wyoming: George Lamkin, Pahnyra; 
Charles W. Morgan, Palmyra: George MeBride, Dixon; John 
Mosgrove, Dixon; Edmund Murphy, Dixon; Thomas MeNally, 
Dixon; Lamburtis W. Marsh, Sublette; Sidnev L. Morgan, Pal- 
myra; Sidney 8S. Newell, Dixon; William R. Putnam, Wyoming; 
Wyckham C. Reynolds, Pahnyra; Vaniel E. Robbins, Dixon; 
James H. Robinson, Amboy; Gust HW. lL. Sartorins, Palmyra: Nel- 
son F. Swartwout, Sublette; Samuel Shaw, Palmyra: Peter Y. 
Shell, Marion; William EL. Sehock, Palmyra; Emanuel Schiek, 
>uinyie: Josiah ©. Tiffets, Wromme; Kranes J. Tilton Pal- 
myra: Cornelius Vandervoort, Brooklyn: George W. Witte, 
Dixon; Abner R. Wells, Lee Center, 

Company Jo: Inthe Thirty-fourth, many enlistments were from 
Marion. They are especially nmimerous in this company. Before 
inserting them. [ read them over carefully. I did not reeognize 
one name. Nevertheless, as this Marion has been thrown so ¢losely 
to Lee, Ogle and Whiteside, | cannot see how it ean be the Marion 
in southern Hlinois. "he enlistments from this Mavion aecord- 
ingly are placed herem. If they are not in Lee county's quota, 
no harm will be done. Tf they are, it would be a grave onission 
to leave them aut: envy Will a@apt.. Marion: Saniel tPairick, 
Capt.havios: Hdward TH. Wild, ist Tact. @irivion: Walia liall, 
2d Lient., Marion. 

Sergeants: Jnlins T. Comstock. Marion: Daniel W. Wild. 
Marion. 

Corporals: James P. Stewart, Marion; George Zink, Marion: 
Gearge R. Dewey, Marion. 
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Privates: Alpheus 8. Blakeley, Marion; DeWayne I. Calkins, 
Marion; Henry D. Crouch, Marion; William Devine, Marion; 
John Hartnett, Marion; Louis H. Lee, Marion; James Millis, 
Marion; Charles L. Northrup, Marion; John Zink, Marion. 

Reeruits: John Dolan, Marion; George W. Green, Marion. 

Company F: Arnold L. Harrington, Sergt., Wyoming; Wil- 
liam L. Bronson, Corp., Dixon. 

Privates: Noah B. Bradbury, Dixon; George L. Richardson, 
Dixon; Clinton D. Taylor, Dixon. 

Reeruits: Asa D. Leidy, Dixon; Mathias 8. Price, China. 

Company H: William Kyoener, Recruit, Dixon. 

Company I: John D. Hostetter, Reeruit, Dixon. 

Unassigned Reeruits: John C. Bond, Dixon. 


TEE SS SENSES Ss GME ane 


Company D: James IH. Foote, transf. from 85th, Dixon; Joln 
McCaig, Marion (%) ; Mareellus Shepherd, Lee county, massigned. 


THIRTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT 


Company D: John Fane, Musician, Lee county, (Dixon ?). 


THIRTY-NINTH REGIMENT 


Samuel 8. Linton, Major, Willow Creek. 

Company D: Jonathan F, Linton, Ist Lieut, Willow Creek; 
Ezra EK. Johnson, Corp., Willow Creek. 

Privates: Edwin Atkinson, Willow Creek; Thomas Arim- 
strong, Willow Creek; Frank Guvott, Willow Creck; John 
Stellver, Willow Creek: Jacoh Swab, Willow Creek; Nelson Walls, 
Veteran, Willow Creek; Tra W. Green. Recruit, Marion. 

Company G: Andrew J. Lewis, Amboy: John Lewis. Amhov; 
William H. Root. Amboy (nnassiened reernit). 


FORTY-SECOND REGIMENT 


Company OC: Hiram McCoy, a substitute, Dixon. 
Company H: Elisha Wileox, Amboy (on another page his P. 
O. is marked Naperville). 
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Company B: Kingsley E. Odds, Ist Lient., Dixon. 

Company C: Win. W. Weinbrenner, Dixon. 

Company D: John R. Dawson, Ist Lieut., Dixon; Edwin O. 
Hanunond, 2d Lieut., Dixon; Samuel T. Clark, Dixon. 

Company H: Thomas SL Wallace, Dixon, 


FORTY-SIXTH REGIMENT 


Henry H. Woodbury, Adjutant, Dixon. 

Company C: Nicholas Liter, Alto (?) 

Company D: Willian F. Wilbur, Capt., Sublette: Juel L. 

‘oe, Ist Lieut.. Ambov; Henry H. Woodbury, 2d Lieut, Ainboy. 

Sergeants: Everett Rollins, Amboy: Uriah J. Terry, Wyo- 
ming; Hial Pike, suulley: 

Corporals: John Trowbridge, Sublette; James W. Holmes, 
Amboy; George W. Manning, Hamilton. 

Musicians: Nathan Sanborn, Dixon: Walter N. Sanborn, 
Dixon, 

Privates: Abel Angier, Sublette; Leander Angier, Sublette; 
George Ash, Amboy; John Burrington, Amboy: David S. Bixby, 
Amboy; Gilbert L. Buttertield, Wyoming: Roderick D. Bird, 
Amboy; George 8. Barnard, Amboy; Eben C. Bradbury, Dixon, 
Freeman F, Crocker, Wyoming; Daniel Cromwell, Dixou: Daniel 
Clark, Wyoming; Thomas S. Crane, Hamilton; John Dexter, 
Amboy: John W. Dow, Wyoming: Fillm’n Penstemaker, Sublette 
Harlan D. Forbes, Sublette; Aspasia Graves, Amboy; Jacob 
L. Wolnes, Ainboy: Jerome R. Holton, Sublette; Lerenzo Wipley, 
Hamilton; Leonard Lovering, Sublette; Henry Lovering, Sub- 
lette; Benjamin W. Morse, Ainboy; John Madden, Amboy; James 
Mvers, Ambov; James Mely, Wroming: John MeCarty, Amboy; 
Itenry Mever, May; Myron V. Merchant (?); Jatob W. Midh- 
gan (2); Sanmiel "d Millard, Amboy; Jacob Post, Amboy; Nelson 
Parsons, Wannltm: Clark 2. Rett, Amber: Joha Sinith, Anbar: 
Burrell Stevens, [Tanulton; Oliver Sanson, Amboy; John iE. Whit- 
Ing, Amboy: Charles 1. Whiting, Amboy: Philander TH. Woolsey, 
Aautboy. 

Reermits: Osear Hoxie, Dixon: Janes Lahey, Dixon. 

Compuiiy Te: I. A. Adidlins, Nshton: esse G. Dodges: Agh- 
ton: Risdon Moxley, Ashton: Williaa MeBane. Ashton; James 


P. Simith, Ashton; James R. Slmniltz, Ashton: Matthias Simmons, 
Ashton. : 
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Reeruits: Charles E. Austin, Amboy; John Burke, Amboy; 
Christian Plank, Amboy; Jesse R. Waddell, Amboy, transf. from 
11th; David B. Wilson, Amboy. 

Company H: John Stevens, Capt., Dixon; made Judge Ad- 
vocate and Major; killed at Sluloh, April 6, 1862; Thomas A. Pier- 
onet, Aniboy. 

John M. Murphy, Charles CU. Mason, Sergeants; Abralain 
Fuller, Corp, Dixon; Isaac Little, Musician, Dixon. 

Privates: William J. Carpenter, Dixon; Demming Carpen- 
ter, Dixon; Jolm Coyle, Dixon; Frederick Ceames, Lee Ceter; 
Franklin Case (?); Jacob T. Clark (?); James Dornan, Dixon; 
William Dunphy, Dixon; Jerome Hmerson, Ashton; Jolin Ifitz- 
gerald, Dixon; John Gorman, Dixon; Burton M. ELlorten (7%); 
Charles H. Iteniston, Ashton; Henry G. Miller, Amboy; Henry 
MeCarroll, Ashtun; George H. Perry, Dixon; Alexander Patter- 
son, Melugin’s Grove. This nan Patterson is put down in the 
Adj. Gen, report as a deserter. Willan Tracy, Dixon; Stanton 
Cy Urxer, China. 

Reernits: Woodbury Akins, Marion; Herman Atenham, Ash- 
ton; Dennis Collins, Dixon; Thomas Commisky, Alto; Orm <A. 
Corbin, Alto; James J. Dolan, Dixon; Wm. Hochstetter, Ashton; 
Oakley B. Hervick, Alto; John Wiernan, Ashton; Marthy Mur 
phy, Dixon: Thomas MeBride, Dixon; Martin Roach, China: 
George H. Saunders, Alto; John Tileher, Ashton. 

Reernits: Roderick I). Bird, Amboy; George S. Barnard, Ain- 
boy; Eben Bradbury, Dison; Orin Crnlton, Lee Center: 
Aspacia Graves. Amboy: James W. Holmes, Amboy: Wilford 
MeCain, Iixon;: James Mvers, Ainbov; John Madden, Amboy: 
Mentin 1, Ritz, Wmbor: Hormce PL Sawyer, Lee Center: Oliver 
Sanson. Amboy. 


Reerits transferred from the 11th Infantry. Wilson J. 
Fisher, Ambov; Thomas B. Fisher, Amboy: Charles 1. Gordonier. 
Ambov; Angust Leuseh, Amboy; William FE. Moree, Amboy; 
Arthny Marigold, Amboy; Ephraim Slean, Amboy; Patrick Shuly, 
Amboy; Winney Wood. Ashton; George FH. Wood, Ashton: 
Everett EK. Chase, Amboy; George F. Morgan, Ambor: John uA. 
Picromet, Amboy; Henry It. Wiley, Ambo. 

Company T: Hezekiah H. Bullock, Capt... Dixon. 

Privates: Curtis Cannon, Ambov; James BE. Lawton, |ixen; 
Sewell Pratt. Dixon: Edward A. Suvder, Pixon. 
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Veterans: Daniel Cromwell, Dixon; Thomas 8. Crane, Hamil- 
ton; John W. Dow, Wyoming; Harlan D. Forbes, Sublette; 
Jeronie R. Holton, Sublette; Lorenzo Nipley, Hamilton; Benjamin 
W. Morse, Amboy; Jacob Post, Amboy; Philander TH. Woolsey, 
Amboy. 

Company Ix: Cornelius Heings, Palmyra; Jacob Pfordt, 


Lee (2). 


FLFTY-FIRST REGIMENT 
Company D: Oliver Edmunds, Brooklyn. 
FIFTY-SECOND REGIMENT 


Company B: Frederick Butz, Maytown; Matthew Bort, Sub- 
lette; Andvew Curtis. Dixon; Christian Koerner, Sublette; Con- 
rad Schwab, Sublette; Philip Schwab, Sublette. 

Company H: Julius A. Hanover, Ainboy; Jacob Hoag, Amboy. 
(Last named donbtfnl.) 

Company IT: Charles 1. Wateh, Dixon; Charles TL. Jackson, 
Dixon. 


FIFTY-THIRD REGIALENT 


Molhan W. Welch, Suigcon, Ambor. 

Company D: Harvey Hallock, Corp., Wyoming; Alonzo E. 
Avery, Paw Paw, but possibly the DeKalb county Paw Paw; 
William 1. Boardman, Wyoming: Orvis Chapman, Paw Paw (2) ; 
Qlark Katon, Paw Paw (@); William Pirkins, Paw Paw (2); 
Jolv Firkins, Paw Paw (7); Orson Haskell. Paw Paw (%) ; Frank 
P. Hallock, Wyoming: Charles W. Stow, Wvoming. These Paw 
Paw names are familiar to both the village of Paw Paw in Wyo- 
ning fownship and to the towuship of Paw Paw contiguous) in 
Delalb county. T am compelled, therefore. to inelude them all. 


PUPPY =P REGIMENT 


Company T: Joseph W. Crocker, Willow Creek: Charles A. 
Crocker, Wyoming: Dennis Tfoldren (or Holden). Brooklyn: 
CGoorge Blahs, Lee county: George W. Crocker, Willow Creek (or 
Yellow Creek): Henry Kepper, Lee county; William A. Lynn, 
Sublette: Tenry Stnith, Sublette. Tn a history of the 55th regi- 
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ment written by a committee of the regiment, Joseph W. Crocker 
is reported as deserting while on sick furlough. 


FIFTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT 
Company C: John William Guthrie, Willow Creek. 
FIFTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT 
Company H: A. King, Dixon; Moses B. King, Dixon. 
FIFTY-NINTH REGIMENT 


Company F: John Chambers, Dixon. 
Company K: John M. Van Osdel, Capt., Dixon. 


SINTY-FOURTH REGIMENT 


Company D: Henry H. Dow, Dixon; John Reeves, Dixon; 
Robert Shannon, Dixon. 


SIXTY-FIFTH REGIMENT 


Company F: Burton C. Kerr, Dixon; Levi Snith, Dixon. 

Company I: Milton Curtis, Dixon; Thomas Harvey, Amboy ; 
Charles Harvey, Amboy: Philip MeNanny, Amboy: Jolin 1. 
Smith, Dixon: Christian Smith, Gap Grove. 


SIXTY-FIFTH CONSOLIDATED 


Company C: Arthur Barrett, Dixon; James French, Dixon; 
William French, Dixon: John Goddard, Dixon; Nathaniel Hol- 
Jingshead, Dixon; James Mularkey, Dixon: Samuel Nettleton, 
Dixon. 


SINTY-FIFTH CONSOLIDATED 


Company D: William H. Johnson, Ist Corp., Dixon: Daniel 
Mills, Dixon: Joseph E. Clifton, Dixon: August Csehierche. 
Dixon: Michael Musser, Dixon. 
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SIXTY-FIFTH CONSOLIDATED 
Transferred from Ninety-second 


Company G: George J. Wileoxin, Ist Sergt., Dixon; Francis 
A. Free, Sergt.. Dixon; Preston K. Hill, Sergt., Dixon: David W. 
Hassen, Seret., Dixon; John H. Schlott. Sergt, Dixon; Aaron 
Rood, Corp., Dixon; Emannel Gorgas, Corp., Dixon; Clark B. 
Jewell, Corp. Dixon; Anthony Gaffron, Corp., Dixon; Win. EH. 
Cullens, Corp.. Dixon; Joseph H. Hunt. Corp., Dixon; Edward 
Norton, Corp.. Dixon; James Allison, Dixon: Florilla Artz, Dixon ; 
Thomas E. Austin, Dixon: Elnns Baker. Dixon; Nelson S. Ben- 
tley, Dixon: Irvin Belknap, Dixon; Wim. L. Bennett, Dixon; lias 
G. Bowers. Dixon; Sample J. Clark, Dixon; Joseph I. Cooley, 
Dixon: David D. Culver, Dixon: Chas. Dugan. Dixon; Jolin Davis, 
Dixon; Solomon Engleman, Dixon: Jaeob Engleman, Dixon; 
Frederick Eszman, Dixon; Henry Fox, Dixon; Geo, Fox, Dixon; 
John J. Fowble, Dixon; Thomas Fletcher, Dixon: John Gregory, 
Dixon; Chas. Graham, Dixon; Aaron Garhart, Dixon; Daniel 
Galusba, Dixon; John H. Helene, Dixon: John Hoffman, Dixon; 
Josiah D. Tull, Dixon: Francis D. Holford, Dixon; Edward 
Hackett, Dixon; Wellington Jenkins, Dixon: Alvah B. Knowlton, 
Dixon: John C. Killmore, Dixou: Win. A. Kimble, Dixon; Rieh- 
ard H. Lee, Dixon; Ovin B. Lawrenee, Dixon; William Bb. Laev, 
Dixon; John Mowry, Dixon; Wellington Morris, Dixon; Thomas 
MeNeal, Dixon; Thomas Mitchell, Dixon; Ethan McCord, Dixon; 
Van Buren Merchant, Dixon: William MeCoy, Dixon; Manrice P. 
Osborne, Dixon: Abram Pittman, Dixon; Benjamin Pittman, 
Dixon: Daniel Pittman, Dixon; David Pittman, Dixon: Sanne 
Kk. Parsons, Dixon: Jesse Pennypacker, Dixon; Abbott Reese, 
Dixon; Wilham Tl. S. Reese, Dixon: Edward Rogers, Dixon: 
Henry Remley, Dixon; Jolm Rovee, Dixon; Simeon Reynolds, 
Dixon; James L. Reed, Dixon; Alexander Rhodes, Dixon; Henry 
A. Smith, Dixon: Robert A. Sanderson, Dixon: William Shoe- 
mike, Dison: William Wo. Shilling. Dixons Janis 1) sili 
Dixon: Sheldon W. Shaffer, Dixon; Noah Sweet, Dixon: Eugene 
b. Thorpe, Dixon; Alonzo I. Tilton, Dixon: George W. Tilton, 
Distr: Onn b. Tilton, Dix; Conmiodere P?. Tilton, Mixon 
George W. Ventioner, Dixon: William P. Weinbrenner, Dixen: 
Francis J. Wilhams, Dixon; Leonard Westbrook, Dixon: James 
WH. Wardsworth, Dixon; William FE. Yonkle, Dixon: Sylvester 
Youker, Dixon. 
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SIXTY-FIFTH REGIMENT 
Transferred from Ninetyv-seeond T]linois 


Company Ie Willan We. Stihl, dst Serft.. Dixon: Willan 
P. Mootheart, Seret., Dixon; William Huston, Seregt., Dixon; Sid- 
ney L. Robbins, Corp., Dixon; John C. Colton, Corp., Dixon; John 
Westeott, Corp., Dixon; Jonathan Bingham, Corp., Dixon; Joseph 
Bundage, Corp., Dixon; Andrew Cutzer, Corp., Dixon; Duncan M. 
Feeley, Corp., Dixon: Wellington J. Dennore, Corp., Dixon; Alexis 
Allbin, Dixon; Absalom Armagost, Dixon; Silas Andrews, Dixon: 
Enoch Atwood, Dixon; Andrew Atwood, Dixon; Patton If. At- 
wood, Dixon; Samnel Arty, Dixon; Nelson Beardsley, Dixon; 
Henry Beck, Dixon: Abraham Benedict, Dixon: David M. Ballert. 
Dixon; Jacob Ballert, Dixon; Henry Bryvman, Dixon; Chas, 
Buchanan, Dixon; Hiram Bunker, Dixon; Wilson M. Burbiidge, 
Dixon; Wiliam H. Butler, Dixon; Martin:J. Bennett, Dixon: 
Wentle Bartholomew. Dixon: Julius Bisbee, Dixon; Eugene S, 
Churehill, Dixon; Robert Cronkelton, Dixon; Thomas Crany, 
Dixon; Franklin L. Crouch, Dixon; Harrison Coddington, Dixon: 
James H. Cox, Dixon; John R. Chainhers, Dixon; Lewis Foy, 
Dixon; Mdwin Wox, Dixon; Heniy HL. Gates, Dixon; Christian 
Glany, Dixon; Peter L. Gemmill, Dixon; George H. Gage, Dixon: 
Suniel Tlavstibarger, lixen: Patrick Hart, Dixon: William U1. 
Hageert., Dixon; Sanford KK. Ways, Dixon; Joseph Henderson. 
Dixon; John Harrington, Dixon; Lewis Johnson, Dixou; Wil- 
ham Knott, Dixon; Alfred L. Nemp, Dixon; Robert Lyle, Dixon: 
George Lawyer, Dixon: John 8. Laney, Dixon: Henry W. Lewis. 
Dixon; Baton H. Lewis, Dixon; Thomas MeCarthy, Dixon; Fred- 
erick MeMillan, Dixon: John @. Matthews, Dixon; Samuel R. 
Matthews, Dixon; Maleolm MeRathron, Dixon; Jacob MeCom- 
mond, Dixon: Jared McCallister, Dixon; Richard Mason, Dixon; 
Richard Newman, Dixon; Allen Oakes, Dixon; Luther R. Odell, 
Mixon: Wm, A. Odell, Dixon: Iuther Piekard, Dixon: John 
Palmer, Dixon; Samuel Portner, Dixon; Henry R. Playford. 
Dixon; Pasley A. Phillips, Dixon; John R. Pagies, Dixon; George 
Pratt, Dixon; Lafavette Richardson, Dixon; Tsaae Rover, Dixon; 
George W. Rea, Dixon: Charles Roadeka, Dixon: Henry W. Stoek, 
Dixon; Edward Suffraine. Dixon: Martin V. Shoop, Dixon: 
Arthur L. Skells, Dixon: George W. Sindlinger, Dixon: William 
W. Tennis, Dixon: Chauncey L. Tracey, Dixon: Alfred B. Taylor, 


its HISTORY OF LER COUNTY 


Dixon; William L. Taylor, Dixon; Milo L. Way, Dixon; Andrew 
Wheeler, Dixon; Charles White, Dixon; John H. Walkup, Dixon. 


SIXTY-SIXTH REGIMENT 
Company C: Charles C. Austin. 
SIXTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT 
Company C: Asa Headen, Paw Paw. 
SIXTY-NINTH REGIMENT 


Company H: James W. Reardon, Capt., Dixon; Eli B. Baker, 
Ist Lieut., Dixon; dwin F. Bennett. 2d Lient., Dixon; John D. 
Heaton, Ist Seret., Dixon; L. Michael] Kevms, Sergt., Dixon; 
Edward Perkins, Seret., Dixon; Philo C. Williams, Sergt., Prank- 
lin Grove; George D. Black, Seret., Franklin Grove; Germanus 
Knepper, Corp., Dixon; George Johnson, Corp., Frankhn Grove; 
Hannibal Neen, Corp., Franklin Grove; Jolm Little, Corp., Dixon ; 
eon FH. Wicore, Corp. .lixon: Uneali strom, Corp. Dison; 
Jerome A. Martin, Corp., Dixon; Joseph Ledger, Corp., Dixon; A. 
Dana Castle, Musician, Dixon; Wakefield Avres, Musician, Dixon ; 
Amanzel D. Burr, Dixon; Joseph Bundage, Naehusa; Wilham 
Black, Dixon; James Burkey, Franklin Grove; Joseph Cartright, 
Dixon; James F. Dearth, Dixon; Henry J. Heeren, Dixon: James 
MWateh, Dison; Jolin WW. butclings, Franklin Grove; ’dwin WW. 
Hine, Dixon: Vhomas Harvey, Ambov:Jirhus heres, Dixon) Dan- 
ich Kegariee, Franklin Grove; Charles Kesenachre, Franklin 
Grove; Spencer Kimball, Dixon; Charles B. Kimdson, Dixon; 
Charles MeCiisttl, Dixon: Villian Murphy, Dixens William =, 
Meyers, Dixon; Patrie¢ek MeNertney, Dixon; William MeVay, 
Dixon; Stephen Oakley, Dixon; Barton O'Neal, Dixon; James 
Pankhurst, Dixon; George Pate, Dixon; John IT. Richardson, 
Dixon; Owen Smith, Dixon: Alunson Smith, Dixon; Mark A. 
Spatford, Dixon; John Still, Lee Center; Albion Still, Lee Center ; 
Nathan PF. Siples, Dixon; James 1). Svlee, Dixon; Terhert Vande- 
bureh, Dixon; Randall Williams, Ashton: Charles Zales, Dixon: 
Charles W. Morgan, Dixon: Daniel Massey, Dixon: Solomon <A. 
Vrooinder, Dixon. 

Company NK: Wilbur TL. Tousley, Ist Lient.. Ainboy; Harrison 
T. Pratt, Seret.. Anthoy; Emerson W. Patten, Seret., Ambov; 
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Lewis J. Waterbury, Corp., Lee Center; James A. Martin, Corp., 
Amboy; John F. Doane, Amboy; Charles B. Fox, Amboy; George 
Greenhow, Amboy; William H. Heegaard, Sublette; James A. 
McGarry, Amboy; Barney McCoy, Amboy; George W. Post, 
Amboy; Jasper N. Pettierew, Amboy; John L. Skinner, Jv., Am- 
boy; Fayette D. Strickland, Amboy; Nelson I’. Strickland, Amboy ; 
Samnel A. Simpson, Amboy; Oscar Spangler, Amboy; Charles 
K. Thompson, Amboy; Lewis A. Trowbridge, Franklin Grove. 


SEVENTY-SECOND REGIMLENT 


Company D: Calvin Gifford, Dixon. 
Company G: John Clink, Sublette; Hvan C. Bradbury, Frank- 
lin Grove; Alonzo Johnson, Brooklyn. 


SEVENTY-VIFTH REGIALEN T 


George Ryon, Colonel, Wyoming; James A. Watson, Major, 
Dixon; Jerome W. Hollenbeek, Adjutant, Dixon; Orlando I. 
Freneh, Adjutant, Dixon: John E. Remington, Quartermaster, 
Dixon; James Reed, Quartermaster, Dixon; George W. Phillips, 
Surgeon, Dixon; John C. Corbis, Assistant, Brooklyn: Silas D. 
Frost, Sergt. Major, Lee Center: William Pankhurst, Commis. 
Sere, Dixon. 

Company A: After the promotion of James A. Watson from 
Captain to Major: Ezekiel Giles, Captain, Dixon: William Par- 
ker, J1., Captain, Dixon: Frederick O. Headly, 1st Lient., Dixon; 
Alfred K. Buekaloo, 2d Lient., Dixon; Frederick A. Headly, 1st 
Seret., Dixon. 

Sergeants: Horace Judson, Dixon; William J. Cogswell, 
Dixon; Joseph A. Hill, Dixon. 

Corporals: John Williamson, Dixon; Lonis H. Burket, Dixon; 
Edwin J. Jones, Dixon; Tsaac E. Barry. Dixon; George M. Put- 
nam, Dixon; Ezra Cooper, Dixon; David TT. Wagner, Dixon; 
Anthony Zimmer, Dixon. 

Musie¢ians: James L. Backus, Dixon; David Freeman, Dixon. 

Privates: Sanmel Allen, Dixon; Charles Ek. Anderson, Dixon; 
Jolin Beal, Jo., Dixon: Israel A. Benner, China: James E. Bineg- 
ham, Dixon: John H. Burgher, Palmyra; Josiah Bradbury, 
China; Joseph R. Courtwright, Dixon; John Catavangh. Dixon; 
Fred A. Clark, Dixon: John Clark, Dixon; Josiah Cook, Nelson; 
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Juhn N. Cookson, Dixon; Alonzo Cogswell, Nelson; Thomas 5. 
Coffey, Palmyra; Adoniram J. Collins, Dixon; Melehisidech ©. 
Crego, Dixon: Joseph Cromwell, Dixon; Charles Cropsey, Dixon; 
Perry Dearth, Nelson; Calvin DeFrain, Dison; Alexander Dine, 
Dixon; William F. Wyer, Palmyra: Alonzo Everts, Dison; Wile 
ham aust, Disons Frink Ford, Dixon; Wilham J. Gardner, 
Dixon; Hiram Grimes, Dixon; Charles Haupt, Dixon; John W. 
Holtazinan, Dixon; Edmund Hoyle, Dixon; David Howard, China: 
Warren A. Howland, Dixon; Michael NKeagen, Palmyra; Philp 
Kuhn, Dixon; Thomas L. Knight, Dixon; John Lindsay, Dixon; 
John Linehan, Vixen; Mathias KE. Lievan, Dixon; Michael 
MeDonald, Dixon: George 11. Melutyre, Dixon: David Maloy, 
Dixon; Jolin 1. Moore, Dixon; Charles A. Morrell, Dixon; Nicholas 
Mossholder, Dixon; Charles VW. Mostotler, Dixon; Wilham €. 
Moseley, Dixon: Abraham Myers. Dixon; George G. ALesser, 
Dixons Proctor 1), Oakes, Dison; Willian &. Pearork, Dixon: 
Gideon Purbangh, Dixon; Enoch Pinkerton, Dixon: John R. 
Richards, Dixon: Alexander Rosenbamm, Dixon; Alson H. Rem- 
ington, Dixon; Thomas Roberts, Dixon; Lawrence Rose, Dixon: 
William tl. Stewart, Dixon; Cyrus Sehiineker, Dixon; Wilham 
Stackpole. Dixon; William Vredenbureh, Dixon: Cornelius 
Vroon, Nelson: Josephus A. Wate, Dixon: Cliristoplier 
Wheeler, Palmyra; Thomas Wood, Dixon: Stephen R. Wilshaus, 
Dixon: James Garrow, Dixon. 

Reerits; Alfred A, Beede, Palinvia: Josep Bot eit, 
Dixon; Joseph Ginver, Dixoa: Hanery R, Morrell, Dixon. 

Conipany 1): Walliams 1): Simith, [niaanais Nelson WV. arrow, 
Sublette, 

Company E: William 8. Frost. Captain, Lee Center: James 
H. Blodgett, Captain, Amboy: Franklin H. Eells. 1st Lient., Sub- 
lettes lames Dexter, iat Lieut. Sublette: Flenry Will, 2c) Tae, 
Lee Center; George A, Tlouk, 2d Lient., Sublette. 

mereocnntis: lames Ta barker, Lao Conmr: Ovins W. gawver, 
Lee Center; Tarlow 8. Chadwick, Lee Center. 

Corporals: George W. Wheat. Lee Center: Oliver A. Wood, 
Sublette: Harrison Tale. Lee Center: Charles Stewart, Sublette: 
Aquilla 8. Christopher, Lee Center: Williaa TE. Sawver, Lee Cen- 
ter; Jolin Stiltz, Sublette: John Snover, Lee Center: Milton EF. 
Barker, Musician, Lee Center, 

Privates: John J. Aiken, Lee Center: William IT. Aekland, 
Melngin’s Grove: William Beaton, Sublette: Ole C. Bloverp, Lee 
Center; George TT. Barker. Ashton: Patrick Comfort, Sublette: 
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John J. Cook, Sublette; Samuel R. Cook, Sublette; Alexander D. 
Crawford, Sublette; Denms Carroll, Sublette; lugene A. Chad- 
wick, Lee Center; Jonathan I. Colwell, Lee Center; August Dig- 
ner, Sublette; Wiliam Dexter, Sublette; Thomas Dupay, Sub- 
lette; Jacob Dastart, Sublette; F. George Fessenden, Sublette; 
Kdward Fessenden, Sublette; Hlas Fisher, Sublette; Silas D. 
Frost, Lee Center; Leonard Gradi, Sublette; Alvarus M. Cage, 
Lee Center; John Grunett, Lee Center; Joln C. Gray, Lee Center ; 
Charles C. Gonnerman, Lee Center; John Gruber, Lee Center: 
Charles D. Hubbard, Sublette; Wiliam ILannon, Sublette; Joseph 
J. Hodges, Sublette; George A. Llonk, Sublette; Russell D. LLop- 
kins, Lee Center; Lyman Jewell, Nachusa; Norman Jewett, Sub- 
lette; Stewart Johnson, Lee Center; George Kramer, Sublette; 
David B. Long, Sublette; Alexander Long, Sublette; William b. 
Lueas, Sublette; William H. Linn, Lee Center; John W. MeLain, 
Sublette; Charles McLain, Sublette; Peter R. Mittan, Melugin's 
Grove; Samuel McCall, Sublette; David D. Myers, Sublette ; Chiris- 
topher Maes, Snblette; John Morrill, Jv, Sublette; Norvil F. 
Montgomery, Sublette; William MeLanghhn. Sublette; lidward 
Mekune, Sublette; Thomas Nagle, Sublette; John Noel, Sublette ; 
Sylvester S. Nash, Lee Center; John Mass, Lee Center; James 
W. Pankhurst, Lee Center; Wiliam P. Packard, Sublette; Myron 
J. Peterson, Sublette; Edward J. Post, Sublette; Joshua Rogers, 
Sublette; Lewis B. Rex, Sublette; Tenry A. Robinson, Lee Cen- 
ter; Thaddeus Spafford, Lee Center; Edward 8S. Smith, Sublette; 
Martin S. Stanard, Sublette; Austin W. Stanard, Sublette: Wal- 
ter Scott, Sublette; Frederick Schleich, Sublette; Franklin Tracey, 
Sublette; Andrew]. Taylor, Sublette; John W. Tennant, Lee Cen- 
ter; James Woleott, Lee Center: Charles E. White, Sublette: saa 
Yoon, Sublette: Samuel J. Yeast, Sublette. 

Reernits: Carl Bach, Sublette; lra Dexter, May; Albert Hub- 
bard, Sublette; Charles I. Ingalls, Lee Ceuter; Joseph Jacquot, 
Lee Center: Henry Johnson, China; Murray -Jolmson, Amboy: 
Oscar R. Movse, Sublette; Henry Nichols, Hamilton; Elijah R. 
Odell, Lee Center; Charles E. Stanard, Sublette; George W. Scott. 
Sublette: Chaunecy M. Sawver, Lee Center: Henry Wolf, Sub- 
lette. 

Company F: Addison S. Vorrey, Capt.. Ambor; James Me- 
Cord, Capt., Amboy. 

First Lientenants: James Tourtillott, Mav: James D. Place, 
Ambov. 
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Second Lieutenants: Dennis Hannifin, Amboy; Edwin E, 
Faunce, Amboy. 

Sergeants: William I. Stewart, May; Benjanun I. Warren, 
China; Shepherd Reynolds, Ainboy; John Dolan, Amboy. 

Corporals: William Armstrong, Amboy; James MeCord, 
Amboy; Elisha T. Tourtillott, Sublette; Charles R. Gregory, 
China; Emanuel Vanorsdale, China; (reorge W. Niver, China: 
D. Brazilla Walker, Sublette; James Jordan, Dixon. 

Privates: Alonzo E. Allen, China; D. Franklin Brown, 
Amboy; William Brown, Mav; Daniel Barnes, May; Joseph Cary, 
Amboy; Lra Corby, Amboy: Willis Carmon, Amboy; James Camp- 
bell, Amboy; Benjamin F. Cannon, Ainbov; Jolnm Carter, Jv., 
Amboy; Edward Crimmins, Sublette; Ungh Carlisle, Amboy: 
Henry Dean, Brooklyn; Wilham Doran, Sublette; Patrick Dailey, 
Dixon; Dennis Finn, May; Charles Griswold, Ashton; John EK. 
Iarmon, Ambov; Patriek Holland, Amboy; Wiliam Hayword, 
Annbor; Asal. Uiirves, (Inna; Paul Moin, anibay; Willian I 
Ttust, Brooklyn; Adelbert Jacobs, Amboy; John Kelley, Amboy ; 
Wesley I. Loneks, Brooklyn; George R. Loucks, Brooklvu; 
Charles Lambert, Amboy; Thomas Mekntager, Amboy; Johannas 
Motz, Ainbov; Cornelius Meladden, Lee Center; Philip MeCor- 
mick, May; Arthiy McGinnis, Amboy; John Murphy, Amboy; 
George F. Nelles, Brooklvu; Aaron O. Neal, China; James O’Gair, 
Amboy; Jeremiah Quinn, Amboy; Hezekiah Reed, Amboy; John 
Ryan, Dixon; Samue) Stewart, Dixon; James H. Stewart, May; 
Daniel Sheehan, May; Lyman Wehster, May (?); George Wil- 
liams, Mav (2); Kamest Wernick, Dixon; John Wink, Dixon. 

Recrnits: James B. Ayres, Dixon; David 8. Bixby, Amboy; 
Owen Dowdel, Amboy; Edwin EK. France. Amboy: Thomas Ilatey, 
Amboy: George W. Hicks, Amboy; James McCormick, Amboy; 
Sanmel Share, Amboy: John ML. Speneer, Amboy; John Siith, 
Amex Ori Wither, aban. 

Company Ce: Joseph Willams, Capt. China: Robert lL. Trewin, 
Capt.. China; Daniel FH. Spafford, 2d Licut.. China. 

Sergeants: Manley EK. Brown, China; Charles Twambly, 
(hina. 

Corporals: Cornelius Brinkerhoff, China: George W. Tittle. 
China: Joseph Weiubrenner, China; Jonathan Sehrock, Ashton: 
Walter Gilbert, Ashton: William Sehuiltz, China: James Dysart, 
China, 

Privates: Samuel Bender, China: John Berneter, China: 
George Cable, China: George Chamberlain, China: Daniel Cham- 
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berlain, China; William W. Clark, Ashtun; Jeremiah Christinan, 
China; Clayton Chronister, China; Wallace Hastwood, Clina, 
Eben Fish, China; John Il. Feaster, China; Peter Garrison, 
China; William Girton, China; John W. N. Garrison, China; Wil- 
hand Wacvey, China; Saumél tH. Hillery, Bradford; Addison A. 
Heckert, Ashton; David F. Minter, China; Cornchus Iomans, 
China; John C. Kaiser, China; Rufus Ixessler, China; Juhal 
Keene, China; Alexander Long, China; Bryson Leonard, Ashton ; 
Elbert Mason, Dixon; Armstrong MeNeal, China; Joseph Mer- 
elie. Cluna. Noth Neo Ginna (earee WV. Perse, Chinas 
Charles Powers, China: Eugene Sullivan, China; James Sturde- 
yant, Bradford: Daniel Spafford, China; Samuel Stratton (or 
Statton), Ashton; Towin Thomas, China; Andrew 'Pimothy, China ; 
Amos Weaver, China: Joli WwW. \Wineert, Chinas.) olin A. Warier, 
Bradford; Oswald Wetzel, Bradford; Ruggles Wood, Ashton: 
Milliam Watson. Chinas Paul @. Wetzel, China; Isaac Weesler, 
China; Lyman Webster, China. 

Reernits: William E. Brubaker, China; Hemry A. Black. 
China; William, Casterline, China; Charles Fairchilds, Bradford ; 
Jacob George, Ashton; Benjamin S. Hunter, Ashton; Adannon 
Keene, Ashton; Joseph A. Miller, Amboy; Thiram Pense, China ; 
Charles W. Reed, Brooklyn; Peter Saner, China; Iowin W. 
Thomas, China; Charles D. Pimothy, China; Aifred TT. Gothers, 
Dixon. 

Company H: Alfred Cantelo, Sergt., Ashton; Samnel AL 
Tracey, Sergt., Ashton; Joseph Bover, Corporal, Nelson; John V. 
Blaney, Ashton; Edward Bates, Ashton; Gideon Boyer, Dixon; 
Newton Brown, Dixon: Richard Chappell, Dixon; Elijah Doug- 
las, Ashton; Wm. R. Fiscel, China; Denuis Fletcher, Palmyra; 
Joseph Gruver, Dixon; Milton @. Hicks, Ashton; Michael O. haue, 
Palmyra; Jolm C. Leidy, Ashton: Uriah L. Penny, China; Rieh- 
ard Plum, China @?): Jefferson Seavey, Palmyra; Samnel (. 
Sutier, Ashton; Hugh Sheredon, China; David G. Seitz, China; 
Ulich Talstead, Ashton; John Wood, Ashton. 

Reernits: Channeey Milford ( ?) ——: David Steele, Ashton ; 
George Williams, Ashton. 

Company [: Henry Alexander, Nelson; Frederiek PF. Sheldon, 
Nelson; Carl Bach, Sublette: Jacob Luft, Lee Center: George A. 
Sickle, Dixon. 

Company K: David M. Roberts, Capt.. Wyoming; William IT. 
Thompson, Ist Lient., Alto; Isaac L. TInt. Ist Lient., Wvoming: 
Berkly G. Barrett, 24 Licut., Wyoming. 
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Sergeants: B. Frank Atherton, Wyoming; Jobu 8. Ryan, 
Wyoming; Jonathan N. Hyde, Brooklyn; James C. Howlitt, Wil- 
low Creek. 

Corporals: Willian Nettleton, Wyoming; John <A. Hunt, 
Wyoming; James H. Thompson, Wyoming; Walter V. Simons, 
Wyoming; Joshna C. Wills, Wyoming; Stephen A. lfarr, Wyo- 
ming; Edward J. Rice, Wyoming; John A. Shoudy, Willow 
Creek. 

Privates: J. DeWatt Abrams, Willow Creck; Willian ai 
Atherton, Wyoming; Zora Atherton, Wyoning; Joseph W. Agler, 
Wyoming; John i. Agler, Wyoming: lra W. Baker, Wyoming; 
George Hl. Baisley, Willow Creek; William D. Baisley, Willow 
Sreek; John L. Baisley, Willow Creck: George A. Britton, Wyo- 
ming; Eben Backus, Wyoming; Lawson Bell, Wyoming; George 
Beemer, Wyoming; Charles Blakeslee, Wyoming; Charles Car- 
mer, Wyoming; William A. Conant, Wyonung; William H. Chris- 
tie, Wyoming; Franeis ME. Cass, Alto; Menzo Coffey, Wyoming; 
Wilham G, Deen, Wyoming; Frederick Dormay, Wyoming: 
Geode Dormay, Wvomimne: Jol M. Dilts, Viole Andrey We: 
Fuller, Willow Creck; Lewis M. Fairehilds, Viola; Jacob D. 
Fuller, Wyoming; Hiram KE. fuller, Wyoming; Orin Finley, 
Wvonnne; Jacob Grus, Wroming; Charles Fl. Golding, Wyoming; 
James Ifall, Willow Creek; Edward Hallenbeck, Wyoming; 
Nathan Hallock, Wyoming; Hiram Henrie, Wyoming; Moses W. 
Harmon, Willow Creek: George LEallenbeck, Wyoming; Orland B. 
Jones, Wroming; Joseph R. Keen, Wvoming: Benjamin S. Kipp, 
Wyoming; Benjamin Kidney, Wyoming: William J. Miller, Wil- 
low Creek; James Miller, Willow Creek: Sidney Merryman, Wil- 
low Creek; William Miller, Willow Creek ; Joseph Miller, Willow 
(reek; Frederick C. Mason, Willow Creek; William MeIntyre, 
Wyoming: Merritt Miller, Willow Creek; Henry Merwin, Wyo- 
ming; Chauney Miller, Wyoming; Francis Mills, Willow Creek; 
Smupson R. Mein, Viola: Silas Pringle, Wyoming: Edward 
Prentice, Wyoming; J. Poindexter, Wyoming: Daniel Reams, 
Wyoming: Sidney B. Radley, Wyoming: Benj. F. Radley, Wro- 
nine: David M. Roberts, Wyoming: lacob Schmuck. Wroming: 
Charles Sutton, Wyoming: Thomas P. Steele, Wyoming; Lueius 
B. Schuyler, Willaw Creek: Orin D. Sisco, Willow Creek: Theo- 
dore Spencer, Wyoming: James Eb. Taylor, Viola: Osear M. Town, 
Willow Creek: -Ireob Turk, Wyoming: John EK. Uneer, Viola: 
Metcher Wiekery, Wyoming: Jolin FE. Woodman, Wroming. 
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Recruits: John A. Barrett, Wyoming; Samuel T. forsman, 
Willow Creek; fvanklin Harkins, Dixon; George W. Hall, Brook- 
lyn; Phillip Hackett, Wyoming; Chris ©. Hudges, Wyoming: 
Chas. H. Kelley, Wyoming; Harvey A. Morris, Wyoming; Kdgar 
A. Madison, Wyoming; Avery Merryman, Wyoming; Edward A. 
Steele, Wyoming; Seymour Warren, Wyoming. 

Unassigned Recruits: Seth Baird, Sublette; John B. Cum- 
mings, Ashton; John A, Ellsworth, Willow Creek; Julius Lepley, 
Nelson; Wallace E. Rinker, Ashton; Andrew Ryan (?)—; George 
W. Wall, Wyoming. 


EIGHTIETH REGIMENT 


Company I: Martin V. B. Hutchings, Amboy; Ehjah Jones 
(transferred to 38th), Amboy; Joshua M. Rice (transferred to 
38th), Ambov. 


EIGHTY-EIGHTH REGIMENT 


Company B: Benjamin 8. Hough, Corporal, Amboy. 

Company G@: James H. Foote, Dixon: John Hoehstatter. 
Amboy. ' 

In Company H, of this Regiment, six are registered from Paw 
Paw, but IT am sure they are not from the Lee county Paw Paw 


EIGHTY-NINTH REGIMENT 


Company A: Edward P. Walker, Captain (promoted from 
Corporal), Amboy: Alfred D. Freneh, Amboy; Franklin TY. Mal- 
Jen, Amboy; James M. Seott, Amboy, 

Company C: John Chambers (transferred to 59th). Dixon: 
Theodore Gaston, Lee county: William H. Braman (transferred 
ie oUt) Palin. 

Company IT: Nicholas M. Hess, Willow Creek; John B. Cum- 
mings, Ashton. 

Company | (almost exelnsively from Lee county): Captains. 
Samuel C. Comstock, Amboy ; William H. Phelps, Amboy. 

First Lientenants: Charles MI. Carnahan, Brooklyn; -Jexsse 
Hale, 2d Lieut., Sublette. 

Sergeants: Warren O. Hawley, Amboy; William W. Carna- 
han, Brooklyn; Josiah B. MeElvar, Brooklyn; John MeWKeinett. 
Brooklyn. 
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Corporals: Oscar A. Comstock, Amboy; James S. Quinee, 
Brooklyn; James U. Lewis, Amboy; Jobu Gafiney, Brooklyn; 
William A. Murdock, Amboy; Daniel D. Carnahan, Brooklyn 
Seymour I. Dewey, Amboy; William R. Hodge, Amboy. 

Musicians: Abram W. Parker, Viola; Thurston Smith, 
Brooklyn. Rufus VanPool, wagoner, Amboy. 

Privates: Jabez Abell, Viola; Edward W. Bull, Amboy; John 
Bonchight, Amboy; John Binnham, Amboy; conn Binder 
Ambov; Andrew Bigley, Sublette; John W. Barrett, Brooklyn 
George Butterticld, Brooklyn; Thomas C. Bradley, Viola; George 
H. Cook, Amboy: Andrew Cunnnings, Amboy; Newton Cobb, 
Viola; George O. Cobb, Viola; Benjamin F. Carr, Brooklyn; John 
Cole, Amboy; David Carnahan, Brooklyn; James Despain, 
Amboy; Adam Dunbar, Amboy; Samuel Elson, Amboy; Charles 
H. Frost, Amboy; Joseph Guthrie, Brooklyn: James Graham, 
Brooklyn; Jacob Haub, Lee Center; Amos 8. Horton, Sublette; 
Benjamin Iloldren, Brooklyn; Tliram Hopkins, Brooklyn; Wil- 
ham Holdren, Brooklyn; Robert Hall, Amboy; Densla Holton, 
Brooklyn; Abner Johnson, Viola; Andrew J. Johnson, Brooklyn; 
Jolin LH. Johnson, Amboy; Seth Knowles, Aimboy; Ita S. Lee, 
Amboy; Joseph J. -Llevd, Brooklyn; Heiny J. Lowe, Viola; ed )). 
Meach, Amboy; Zachariah Melugin (killed at Kenesaw Moun- 
tain), Brooklyn; John R. Mannor, Brooklyn: Herman H. Morey, 
Amboy: Martin IL. @fav, Brooklyn; DeWitt Colaish, Viola; 
Henry C. Mahannah, Amboy; Thomas Noland, Amboy; Charles 
Nelson, Amboy; William Oliver, Brooklyn; William R. Purrin- 
ter, Ainboy; Sampsou Pemmel, Amboy; James Perry, Ambov; 
George L. Pittinger, Amboy: David E. Powell, Sublette; Samuel 
P. Parker, Brooklyn; Thomas Richer, Brooklyn; Alonzo G. 
Rouse, Brooklyn; Henry Shecter, Amboy: Robert Smith, Viola; 
WV illiam W. Suvder, Ainbov; Franeis M1. Shoemaker, Ambov; 
Philips Shuitz, Viela; George Shultz. Viela; Samuel Q. Smith, 
Brooklyn; John Thempkins, Amboy: David 'Purvey, Amboy; 
Wilham I. Thompson, Brooklyn: Louis Voght, Amboy; Tlenry 
Vroman, Viola; Daniel 1). VanCampen, Brooklyn; Charles Van- 
Campen, Viola; Daniel R. Vroman, Brooklyn; Charles E. Waite, 
Sublette: Wellington FE. Leavens (veernit), Amboy; Francis FE. 
Melngin (veeruit), Amboy: Jasper Pettigrew (reerit), Ambov. 

Company K: Jolm TT. Grav, Ashton; John B. Cummings, 
Ashton, 
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NINETY-SECOND REGIMENT 

Company C: Jobn Goddard, Dixon. 

Company D: Robert Cronklitun (veernit), Dixon. 

Company H: Simeon Reynolds (vecruit), Reynolds. 

Company 1: Emannel Gorgas (reernit), Dixon; William W. 
Weinbrenner (veermt), Dixon. 

Unassigned Reeruits: Cyrus W. Brown, Dixon; I*ranklin 
Clute, Dixon. 


ONE HUNDRED-FOURTH REGIAMIENT 


Company C: William T. Bullis (veeruit transferred to 54th), 
Dixon. 


ON END RED =n WE Gy GET 


Company D: Samuel Berry (reernit), Wyoming. 
Company E: Thomas J. Pierec, Wyoming. 


ONE HUNDRED-TWELVTH REGIMENT 


Company IX: Cornelius G. Fike, Franklin Grove; John Wahl, 
Franklin Grove. 


ONE HU NDRED-EIGHTEENTH REGIMENT 
Company C: Francis M. Wallace (veernit), Lee county. 
ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT 


Company B: Amasa B. Baker (Marked: ‘‘Deserted, Nov. 
6, 1862”), Alto; Joseph Barnard, Willow Creek: Ezra A. Herrick, 
Alto; Rodney L. Herrick, Alto; Abner W. Loomis, Alto (Marked: 
“Deserted, Nov. 7, 1862’), Alto: Amos Noe, Willow Creck; Wil- 
ham Noe, Willow Creek ; Wilber Fish Plumh (Marked: ‘Deserted, 
Sept. 6, 1862’?), Ashton: Hugh Patterson (Marked: ‘‘ Deserted, 
Heb. 10, 1863°"), Alto: Iva B. Whitney, Alto: John C. Whitney, 
Alto; Charles Bennett (veeruit, transferred to 55th). Willow 
Creek; Byard Smith (transferred te 55th), Willow Creek: Mich- 
ael Cody, Lee county. 


124 HislORY OF LEE COUNTY 


It will be noticed with shane that many Lee county soldiers 
of this company are marked on the Adjutant General's reports as 
deserters, 

Company Ei: Joseph Graff. Franklin Grove; William A. Joy, 
Franklin Grove. 

Company FF; William Whorer, Alto. 


ONE TLUNDRED TWENTY-FIGHTH REGIMENT 


Company |: George H. Page, Dixon: Marcellus Shepherd, 
Sublette. 


ONE HUNDRED THIRTY-SECOND REGIMENT 
Company A: Andrew F. Bareh, Wyoming. 
ONE HUNDRED THIRTY-FOURTH REGIMENT 


Company D: Virgil B. Andruss, Amboy; Charles P. Allen, 
Amboy; Albert E. Ferre, Lee Center; Samuel I. Smith, Lee Cen- 
ter; Joseph S. Stephens, franklin. 

Company FE: John DD. Paddock, Sublette: John D. Starks, Lee 
Cenienr, 

Company T: Sanmel KE. Appleton, Amboy: Lueins Warren, 
Amboy. 

ONE HUNDRED FORTIETH REGIMENT 


Colonel: Lorenzo Tl. Whitney, Dixon. 

Quartemnaster: George W. Bishop, Dixon. 

Surgeon: George W. Phillips, Dixon. 

seret. Major: Hdward B. Warner, Dixon, 

Connnis. Sergt.: Charles A. Tlavper, Dixon. 

Company WW; Avehibakl Slaw, Ist Mient., Palnivia: ain 
rielt El, Parks, 2dadent., Pahuvra: Charles Mii, Servet, Dison 
Ama Geward, Corp. Dixsea: Alfred ®. Beede, Palnivriy Levi 
Castleanian, Dixon; George Crafton, Palnyra; Robert J. Drvinan, 
Pahnyra; Thonias Weldes, Pahiyra; Minatus fl. Wisk, Palivin: 
Mey heiatiet, Palnivrag Willi 1). Holly, Palisa. wy ae 
lant IMarekett, VPalnivvay Romer 11. Halt, ixone Thies. Flan 
Snblettes; Wilham R. Watteld, Dixany Sidney Le. Morgan, Pale 
msi: lolur Miller, Palusrvas Hemnaa F. Moeller, Pahiray 
Frederick Malo. Dixon; Stephen F. Oliver, Palmyra: Goodwin 
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Patiick, Dixon; David 8. Past, Palmyra; Brice Parks, Pahuyra; 
John Purtleman, China; Nickham Reynolds, Palmyra; Augustus 
Rasmus, Dixon; Gideon W. Seavy, Palmyra; Edward Sax, Pal- 
myra; Andrew Spickerman, Dixon; Jacob Schrock, Pahuvra; 
Samuel Shaw, Palmyra: Juban W. Stilwell, Palmyra: Fletcher 
Seavey, Palmyra; Lewis G. Sartorius, Palmyra; Wiliam Shrock, 
Pahnyvra; Francis Tilton, Palnyra;: Isaac Vandervoort, Palmyra; 
Kanes \Vadsworth, Dixon; Willian I. Ward, LeeeCenter; ld- 
ward C. Wetherbee, Palinyra; Jolm Williams, Palmyra. 
Company E: Ezekiel Giles, Capt., Dixon; Joseph Ball, Ist 
Lieut., Dixon; John L. Skimuer, 2d Lient., Amboy: George I. 
Northway, Amboy. 

Sergeants: William J. MeWay, Dixon; Richard O. Adams, 
Amboy; Edward Perkins, Dixon; George C. Ball, Dixon. 

Corporals: Charles P. Cults, ixen; Same! Lvke, Nelson; 
Osear H. Noble, Sublette; Julins J. Allen, Sublette; Willian 
Lamb. Amboy; Lawrence MeDonald, Naclusa; Ichabod Viele, 
Mav; Joseph Netty, Dixon. 

Musician: Henry MeCarroll, Dixon. 

Thomas J. Watson, wagoner, Dixon. 

Danie] Adams, Amboy; Moses W. Barlow, Hamilton; Josiah 
Bates, Dixon; Charles J. Beeker, Dixon; Marion Berden, Amboy ; 
Burton Beadley, Amboy; John J. Brink, Dixon; Charles C. Burr. 
Dixon: Henrv Burg, Sublette; Charles Chiverton, Dixon; James 
N. Clishee, China: William HH. Coltrin, Brooklvn: Frank Cole. 
Ipoolkivn: levi P. Cov, Amboy; Prank Ml. Cnitis, Lec Center: 
Charles Derby, Dixon; Robert A. Douglas, Dixon; Martin Doyle, 
Dixon; James Dniffy, Dixon; John Edmonds, Amboy; Charles O. 
Fellows, Dixon; Wanrven J. Fessenden, Sublette; Wilham Flatt. 
Amboy; James Glogan (or Glogaw), Dixon; Robert P. Golding, 
Wvoming: Thomas Gazerty, Dixon; Charles E. Hansen, Dixon: 
Joseph Hannon, Ainbov; Samuel TTannon, Amboy; Gabriel Hal- 
lock, Amboy; Moses W. Harmon, Wvoiing; Horace F. Hill, 
Dixon; Edgar M. Holdrin, Brooklyn; Alfred A. Hubbard, Sub- 
lette; John Tfolahan, Dixon; Pliny B. King, Amboy; Anderson 
Kintner, Dixon; Charles Lamb, Brooklyn; Delos D. Leach, China : 
Mathias Leach, China: Thomas Lowe, Dixon; Cyrus O. Lyman, 
Bradford; William M. Long, Palestine Grove: Patrick MeCon- 
nell, May: John MeGrath, Dixon; Lanrenee Murphy, Sublette: 
Theo. Neis, Snblette: Hiram Pense, China: Joseph Pere, China; 
John Porter, Dixon: Albert W. Preston, Sublette; William N. 
Riley, Sublette: Samnel M. Risley, Nachusa; Joshna Schechter, 


126 HUSTORY OF LEE COU 

Amboy; Jacob Shay, Dixon: Johu P. Shew, Dison; Edward B: 
Shurtleworth, Amboy: Nathan T. Smith, Dixon; Samuel G. Snith, 
Dixon; Juln 8. Stearns, Amboy; Conifort Stow, Brooklyn; Spen- 
cer ‘Tompkins, Wyoming: Adelbert L. Town, Wyounng; Frank 
Wright, Brooklyn; Thomas Wooley, Dixon; William W. Wood- 
tides, Lee Center: 

Company G@G: Jolin U. Barker, Ambos, 2d lreut.; Calvin £. 
Lynn, Lee Center. 

Company H: Charles CGiiswold, Corp., Ashten; George Bai- 
ley, Ashton; Joseph Cartwright, Ashton; Jeremiah Flynn, Ash- 
ton; Melvin Hardesty, Ashton; Jefferson Paddock, Ashton; 
Lyman Wood, Ashton. 

Company I: Joln W. Bennett. Dixon; James Brightman, 
Dixon. 

ONE HUNDRED FORTY-SIXTH REGIMENT 


Company G: Henry Danmpman, Dixon; Charles E. Ives, 
Amboy; George I’. R. Weeling, Ainboy. 


ON] HUNDRED FORTY-SEVENTH REGLALENT 


Delos Wilbur, Sergt. Major, Dixon. 

Company C: Morris Baker, Willow Creek; Dyson Tice, 
Amboy. 

Company G: Jerome B. Anderson, Dixon; Leander Hanson, 
Dixon; William FH. H. Hart, Dixon: Jonathan Whipkey, Dixon; 
Charles Weston, Dixon. 


ONE HUNDRED FORTY-NINTH REGIMENT 
Albert A. Van Gieson, Ist Lieut., Dixon. 
ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-SECOND REGIMENT 


Company PF: Peter Kershaw, Corporal, Dixon; Tarrison 
Rige, Dixon; John Moody, Dixon: William Shaw, Dixon: William 


c 


P. Vallette, Mixa. 
ONE HINDRED FIFTY-THIRD REGIMENT 


Company D: Samuel J. Tompkins, Captain. Alto: William 
TT. Niekey, Corporal, Alto; Morris Wurts. Corporal, Alto; Wil- 


I 
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liam H. Shirk, Musician, Alto; George W. Rice, Waguner, Alto; 
Wanie] AE Atherton, Alto; Jolm W. Atherton, #lto; Nathan L. 
Brown, China; James J. Clave, Altu; Jesse A. Chase, Alto; George 
W. Lord, Alto; Joseph Markley, Alto; Jonas L. Mahaffey, Brad- 
ford. 

Company E: George Shafer, Sublette; Abel Willaimson, Sub- 
lette. 

Company Ki: Fred C. Ferring, Sublette; Thomas F. Tracey, 
Sublette. 

ONE HUNDRED FIPTY-SIXTH REGIMENT 


Company [: Alpheus TH. Beemer, Bradford; John Brittain, 
Bradford: James Bennett, Viola: Everett Beemer, Bradford; 
James IT. Clemans, Bradford; Benjamin F. Johnson, Reynolds; 
Levi Karchner, Bradford; Frank Murphy, Amboy; Sidney Wil- 
hams, Reynolds. 

Company Ke: Richard Ferguson, Corporal, Amboy; Henry 
C. Bardinas. Amboy; Silas Barton, Dixon; Allen Bond, Amboy: 
John E. Browne, Amboy; John D. Crillvy, Ambov; Renben A. 
Hurst, Amboy: Arden R. Ray, Amboy; George W. Richards, 
Amboy; John A. Sanford, Amboy; John Sullivan, Amboy; Isaae 
Thompson, Amboy. 

SECOND CAVALRY 


Silas Noble, Colonel, Dixon. 

Jerome W. Hollenbeck, Quartermaster, Dixon. 

Company Ay Shepherd @, Patrick, 2d Lieut, Inxon: B. P, 
Berry, Corporal, Dison; Giesrec Dand: John Ciritz, Franisin: 
Charles O. Hodgsdon, Dixon; George Huffman, Franklin: Marion 
R. Sheldon, Dixon; John G, Hetzuny, Dixon; Henry 8. Hieks, Pal- 
myra; Hartman Kessler, Brooklyn; Lazarus Lally, Marion: Aug- 
ustus Stockman, Brooklyn; William U1. Ulrich, Dixon. 


THIRD CAVALRY 


Jacob Winkfield, Ist Sergt., China; Tlenry Hartwig, Seret., 
China; John D. Baker, Corporal, China: Michael Eckert. China; 
Fritz Krahl, China; Thomas Murray, China; John Stevens. 
Dixon. 

Company H: William L. McDowell. Q. M. Seret.. China: 
Prank C, Brown. China; Zachary T. Chronister, China: Tsaae A. 
Hopkins. China: John B. Stewart. China: Owen Summers. China. 
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1 have some doubts about the China mentioned i this regi- 
mental record. 

Company IK: Fredevick Miller, China; Hermann Haussler, 
Hamilton; Jacob B. Schmuck, Willow Creck; Abraham Seites, 
Dixon. 

Unassigned Reeruits: David Brenner, Ashton; James Cris- 
bee, China; Andrew Dondle, Hamilton (?); Francis Henry, Pal- 
myra (?); John Hind, Hamilton (2). 


FOURTH CAVALRY 


Company CU: Erastus J. Mead, Wyonnng; John &. Robinson, 
Wyoning (?). 

Company KE: Thomas C. James, Corporal, Revnolds; James 
Beache, Ashton; James M. Doty, Ashton; Alen Hicks, Ashton; 
David C. Schultz, Ashton. 

Company FF: Conrad Walters, Dixon. 

Company IL: Benjamin A. Jones, Wyoming; James W. Mor- 
vis, Wyoming; Irwin Roberts, Wyoming. 

Company [: Henry Jones, Wyoming; Sylvester D. Mil- 
Jer, Paw Paw (2): John Q@. Adams, Wyoming; Sylvanus 
Brower, Paw Paw (")s Charles I: (ase, Pi Paw (2) 2 Gaalin 
UH, Doles aw (?) Magan ©. Katow, Paw Paved $= erie 
H, Miyde, Paw Paw 48); Jonathan tanpton, Wyomme: Jeece 
W. Morehouse, Paw Paw (?): Humnet Moore, Wvoming: Henry 
Mamttin, Paw Paw ¢2); kmery 1, Slarhle, Wyoming; Henry 12 
Wales, Paw Pave (2). 


FOURTH CAVALRY CONSOLIDATED 


Gompauy DB; olin It aills, Paw Paw (@): lol McClure, 
Pawan G2), 

Company ©: Wilham Tt. Allen, Willow Creek; John Edgar 
Willow Creek: Egbert Ruland, Paw Paw (7). 

Company Tis Dame) Wo Brows Paw Paw (2): Barer ae 
dates Pray Paw 8 ye Willian Wilson, Pas (ae UP). 


FIFTH CAVALRY 
Company ©: Francis M. Canaday, Dixon. 


Company FE: Charles TH. Sinith, Dixon. 
Company G: Wilham Slater, Dixon: Abraham Stoek, Dixon. 
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SIXTH CAVALRY 
Company H: William A. Luty, Dixon. 
SEVENTH CAVALRY 


Benj. F. Bartlett, Commis. Sergeant. Sublette: Dewitt C. 
Rexford, Farvier Sergeant, Sublette. 

Company A: Jemamue) Brierton, Dixon; Benjamin Banning, 
Reynolds; Henry Hader, Amboy; George W. Holly, Palniyra. 

Company B: Albert Allen (veernit), Ashton; Wilham N. 
Barton (recruit), Brooklyn (?); Samuel DukFvane (veernit) ; 
Sublette; Albert S. Gunn (recruit), Dixon; H. Sidney Hill 
(veeruit), Sublette; Edward J. Keeney (veeruit), Dixon; William 
ie ivi (recut), Siublettes Alesander Peri (reermt);, May: 
Waid ©. Robb reernit), Hamilton: George W. Wallace (reernit), 
Dixon. 

Company C: Elmore W. Hunt, 2d Lieut., Franklin Grove; 
Cyrus T. Ames, Lee Center: Edgar A. Bird, Sublette; Fred Bod- 
denhogan, Sublette; Wim. H. Christopher, Sublette; Jackson 1. 
Clink, Bradford; Thomas Clark, Sublette; Chetal Clark, Sub- 
lette; Andrew J. Clark, Dixon: Washington Eddy, Sublette: Levi 
Eddy, Sublette: Augustus Helmestine, Sublette; Elmore W. TTunt, 
Sublette; a Sergeant who died at Nashville whose name at this 
point is omitted but whose residence was at Amboy, must have 
been James Henderson; Wilham THabhtz, Bradford: Win. Lav- 
cock, Sublette: Andrew Maxwell, Sublette: George (. Meleen, 
Sublette; Walter 1. Norton, Bradford: Willham G. Oris, Amber ; 
David S. Porter, Bradford: Andrew J. Plillips, Sublette: James 
M. Pierce, Sublette; EWery C. Thornton, Sublette. 

Reeruits: Richard H. Ash, Ambov; Benj. J*. Bartlett, Amboy 
(?); Mathew Bryan, China; George Bloeker, Amboy; Fessenden 
C. Butterfield, Mav; Isaac Blank, May: Daniel W. Craig, Ambov: 
Thomas B. Campbell, Amboy; Moses Crombie, Ainhov; Tfenry C. 
Church, Marion; Richard B. Christopher, Lee Center: George 
Dunn, China; George L. Davis, China; James P. Dewey, Lee Cen- 
ter; Witham Dunn, Amboy; Anthony Ersfield, Amboy: Lewis F. 
Grover, Sublette: Walter L. Green, Sublette: William TT. Gray. 
Amboy; James I. Grav, Lee Center: Duran F. Hulbert, Bradford: 
Levi Hereus. Amboy: John Hammerty. Amboy; Wilham W,. John- 
son. Hamilton: Calvin M. Johnson, Hamilton: Vietor M. Jones, 
Lee Center: Charles B. Leavins. Brooklyn: George Tong, May: 
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Lyman L. Lewis, Lee Center; George Myers, Sublette; Charles 
Nenhnan, Bradford; Flavil F. Northway, Aanboy ; John Neff, Sand 
Ridge; Albert Pearl, Lee Center; Uarrison Pentield, Lee Center; 
William KE. Skinner, Amboy; Sidney P. Stevenson, May; Freder- 
ick Sawtell, Ambov; Willian Thompson, Lee Center; Jobn H. 
Sindlinger, Amboy; Win. Thompson, Lee Center; Alvin I. Ten- 
nant, Lee Center; Joseph G. Wolverton, [familton; HInathan 
Wolverton, Hamilton; Jesse Wolverton, Elamilton. 

The Adjutant General's report of this company is shamefully 
reproduced. Some political lout who was too lazy to digest a good 
meal prepared it. Nearly all the names in this company have the 
postoftfice or township omitted, and £ am sure three-fourths of the 
men came from Lee county. 

Company D: Edward Klickner, Dixon; David B. Springer, 
Klay (2); Isaae Cook (@eernit), Brooklyn; Dallas D. Cotton 
(reeruit), Amboy; John L. Dolson (reeruit), Reynolds; David 
Griffin (reeruit), Hamilton; Homer Hawkins (recruit), Hamil- 
ton; James Hawkins (reernit), Hamilton; Allen A. Hopkins 
(reertit), Amboy; William D. Lamb (recriit), Brooklyn; Charles 
Lamb (reermt), Brooklyn; Thomas 1). Lake (veeruit), Brooklyn; 
Curtis Lester (vecruit), Ambov; Williaa: MeMahon (reeruit), 
Amboy; Henry Miller, Brooklyn; Bennett Osborne, Hamilton; 
Joseph T. Parks (recruit), Revnelds: Fred M. Breennier 
(recruit), Reynolds; Samuel Risley (veeruit), Brooklyn; Thomas 
Rose (reerit), Amboy; Samuel P. Rose (veernit), Amboy; John 
D. Starks (reertit), Bradford; Montreville Tennant (veeruit), 
Lee Center; Freegitt Vandervort (reernit), Brooklyn. 

Many postoffices or townships are omitted here too, so that I 
ani sure several Lee county names ave omitted. 

Company F:) Daniel S. Mitchell (veernit), Wyoming; Charles 
W. Mitchel) Creernit), Brooklyn; Charles MeClanahan (veernit), 
Brookdmr (Py Andrew >) Peel Geentit), Palnyia: Daniel L: 
Pratt (veernit), Sublette. Same tronble with addresses. 

Company G: Abraham C, Corder (reernit), Brooklyn; Fran- 
cis Dornan Geernit), Dixon; -laanes Hamill (veernit), Dixon; 
Owen Smith (veeruit), Dixon. 

Company Tl: William IE. Mills (veceruit), Pahuyya; John 
Williams (reernit), Dixon; William LL. Williams (veernit), Dixon 
Ci 

Company T: Alexander Kendall (reernit), Palmyra; Henry 
Miller Creermit), Dixon; Benjamin A. Pell (vecrnit), Palmyra. 
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Company Kk: Alonzo buttertield (reermit), Paw Paw (®); 
Reed Avery (veeruit), Paw Paw (7); James Chapman (reeruit), 
len Paw (7)c Geovee WV. Gorton (reermit), Paw Paw (%); 
Edmund Hermonus (veeruit), Paw Paw (?); Mathew Alovern 
(veeruit), Paw Paw (?); James Simpson (reermt), Paw Paw 
(?); Albert Wales (recruit), Paw Paw (?); William EL. Wilson 
(veeruit), May. 

There is a bare possibility that some of the above Paw Paws 
may be in DeKalb county. 

Company L: Cyrus 0. Lyman (recruit), Bradford; Matthias 
Leech (recruit), China; Reed 8S. R. Monger (recruit), May; John 
Piurtleman (recruit), China: Alfred Stewart (reermt), Nav. 

Company M: William Potter (recruit), Dixon; Reuben I. 
Palmer (reeruit), Mav; Thomas J. Stout (reernit), Amboy; John 
Werkeiser (veeruit), Dixon. 

Unassigned Reernits: Theodore P. Ackers, May; Mathew 
Brien, China; Joshua Batterton, Hermon (?); Benj. H. Brad- 
shaw, Brooklyn; James O. Byrnes, Dixon; William Byer, Lee 
county; Thomas Campbell, Amboy; John Connors, Dixon; Win- 
field S. Clink, Sublette; Andrew J. Clark, Ambov; Joshua Fuller, 
Brooklyn; James Fitzpatriek, Mav; William D. James, Hamil- 
ton (?); Cyrus O. Lyman, Lee county; Thomas Morgan, Amboy; 
Willian O’Donnell, Lee Center; Willohbie Potter, Amboy; Hial 
Pike, Lee Center; David C. Robbs, Lee county; Wilfred M. Stur- 
devant, Sublette: Clarence Woodbridge, Bradford; Thomas 1). 
Yeake, Brooklyn (?). 

To the uncertain ones | have added (2). There are several 
from Hermon [I did not inelude. The spelling is fearfully bad im 
tlie record. 


EIGHTH CAVALRY 


John CG. Chambers, Com. Sergt., China. 

Company A: John W. Hutchings (veernit), China; Simon 
Hutchings (veeruit), China; Jarvis Turd (rveeruit), Ashton. 

Company D: Lueius H. Morrill Grecruit), Harmon. 

Company F: Josiah Bowers (recruit), China: Thomas Pierce 
Qreeruit), China. 

Company @: Alvah B. Fiteh, 1st Lient., China; John W. 
Breed, Dixon; William F. Blain, Dixon; Herman J. Becklenherg, 
China; Lucius R. Fiteh, China; Joseph B. Spafford, Dixon: Wil- 
liam Young, Dixon, 
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Recruits: Bedford BE. A. Bradforder, China; Jonathan Bb. 
Felluws, China; Samuel Hutchings, Bradford. 

Company 1: Edwin Bedford (veernit), Dixon. 

Company K: David Carnahan (veeruit), Brooklyn. 

Company L: Jonathan V. Taylor, Dixon; Thomas F. Lawson 
(vecruit), Alto. 

Unassigned Recruits: James Forrest. Lee (2) ; David O'Neal, 
China; James Riley, Dixon: Peter Schumacher, Sublette: Jacob 
 Paylor, Dixon, 


NINTH CAVALRY 
Company H: Ferdinand Bassett (recrint), Hauniten (7%). 
THAT CAVALRY 
Kdward L. Lathrop, Asst. Surgeon, Dixon. 
ELEVENTH CAVALRY 
Z. James MeMaster, Surgeon, |ixon. 
TWELITE CAVALRY 


Company A: (Reermits) Benjamin uA. Gould, Alto: soln 
Hod, Dax davai te, Mot lite, Ati, 

Compaty G+ CReerits) leonidas Kelly, Wamiltor (7). hie 
sell Reeve aiilton wey. tT, Stnatt, Hinton (7). 

Company T: Aimer 3. Crandall, Fardier. Dixie Wallin 
Jones, Dixon; Charles Keeeh, Brooklyn; David Lester, Palnivra ; 
William oJ. Moran. Brooklyvar: Eboraee PL Phaunh, Bradford; Sam- 
Hel Ss. lial. isu Piniklon S. Shiv. laminin Aen at 
Clair, Dixon: Leonard Strmpl, Brooklya: Mark Thomas, Dixon: 
Alhorte aA. Van Giesen, Dixons (Charles 1. White, Iixony 

I tid ow the velit Cousolilated @ aval a Francis Bo sir. 
of Dixon, Tf mas orinay not be above Franklin 8. Shirk. 1 tind 
alsoasa recrimt in this regiment. an Kdward LL. Lathrop, of Dixon, 
who must be the surgeon in the Tenth. 

Company TT. Consolidated: Tlenry Richardson, 2d Lient., Lee 
county: Jesse Th. Doane, unassigned veernit, Amboy: Tlomer ¢. 
Stedman, Dixon: Lyman W. Booth. Dixon: Edward B. Warner 
(reermt), Dixon, 
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Company M: John W. Cartright, Dixon; George Hardin, 
Dixon; Henry Richardson, Dixon; William Saylor, Dixon; Wil- 
liam H. Wade, Dixon; George M. Willams, Sublette. 

Unassigned Recruits: Arthur Bailey, Sublette; James UH. 
Barrett, Dixon; Charles E. Burns, Dixon; George Burehel, Am- 
bov; Dwight Burnham, Nelson; John J. Bovee, Dixon; W. J. 
Carpenter, Dixon; Hugh Colter, Brooklyn; Lewis Compton, 
Brooklyn; James Carmen, Brooklyn; Morris 'T. Dinn, Sublette ; 
Joln W. Holtzman, Dixon; Edward Herrick, Dixon; George A. 
Kerr, Dixon. 


FOURTEENTH CAVALRY 


Company C: Joseph W. Clark, Sergt.. Dixon; Alfred I. 
Young, Corp., Dixon: James P. Breed, Dixon; Andrew E. Jones, 
Dixon: Eugene H. Levering, Dixon; Wilham Peeks, Dixon: John 
H. Richardson, Dixon; John Sifes, Dixon. 


SEXTEENTH CAVALRY 
Company K: Joseph EK. Barber, reermit, Dixon. 
SEVENTEENTH CAVALRY 


Company IK: Charles E. Burns, Dixon: Sanmel Ss. Reed, 
Dixon; Geo. C. St. Clair, Dixon: Mark Thomas, Dixon. 

Company L: William J. Carpenter transferred to this Com- 
pany, Dixon; Charles Keeeh, Brooklyn; Leonard Stampt, Brook- 
Ivn: Hugh Catter, Brooklyn; Lewis Compton, Brooklyn. Three 
or four of these members eame here by transfer, whieh makes a 
repetition of their names. 

Company M: Arthur D. Bailey, 1st Sergt., Sublette; George 
G. Hardin, Wagoner, Dixon; James Carmon, Brooklyn; John W. 
Holtzman, Dixon; George A. Kerr, Dixon: Nattie (. Roe, Ashton ; 
William J.\Nloran, Brooklyn. 


FIRST ARTILLERY 


John T. Chenev, Major, Dixon. 

Battery C: Guy W. Blanchard, Dixon; George S. Benton, 
Sublette; Julins A. Perkins, Snblette; MWenry J. Shoemaker, 
Dixon; Jeremiah Swover, Nelson. 
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Battery Ue Meniy C. Powers, 2d dient. Dison; Lewis Vy. 
Jones, Corp., Wyoming; Theodore §. Jones, Wyoming; Eli Mead, 
Wyoming; Horace Melntvre, Wyoming; Amos A. Neal, Wyo- 
ming; llenry KR. Walton, Vvoumig ("). 

Reeruits: Noah Beal, Dixon; Amanzel D. Burr, Dixon; 
George C, Ball, Dixon; Seth C. Bretton, Wyoming; Benjanun W. 
Clapp, Dixon; William Steele, Dixon; Samnel Sepley, Dixon; 
George W. Tracy, Dixon; Joshua Wood. Dixon. 

Battery Fh: This battery, “Cheney's, ~ was diseontniued ail 
the veterans and reeruits were assigned Feb, 22, 1865, to other 
batteries. 

Josh i. Burton Capi. Dixnis Jemersa I Vile, it 
lient., Brooklyare Thenlore WW. Ranks, 2 lient., Dixons ober 
Richey, 2d Lient., Brooklyn; John Q. Yates, 2d Lient., Dixon. 

Sergeants: Edward O° Brien, Dixon: James M. Vesper, Dixon. 

Privates: Frederick W. Bennett, Dixon; Obadiah Berringer, 
Brooklyn; Lloyd Berringer, Brooklyn; Reuben Booth, Brook- 
Ivwn; Henry C. Chappell, Brooklyn; G. W. Christiance, Brooklyn ; 
Benjamin Carey, Dixon; George Carey, Dixon; Cornelius Chris- 
tiance, Brooklyn; Valentine Doctor, Brooklyn: Frederiek E. Ful- 
ler, Brooklyn; Ole Gunderson, Dixon; Charles Tough, Brooklyn ; 
Henry Hora, Dixon: John Haynes, Dixon; Jacob ILoffman, Pal- 
mnvra; Frederick Toldren, Brooklyn; Charles Y. (or G.) WKen- 
nedy, Dixon; Michael Wears, Dixon; Michael Karshner, Brook- 
Ivn; Walter Little, Viola: Leander 1. Leach, Dixon; Jeremiah Len- 
mihan, Dixon; John FH. Lyle, Dixon; James Lahey, Dixon; John 
Mann, Brooklyn; Frank MeElroy, Brooklyn; John Nightlinger. 
Sublette; &. KH. Parker, Brooklyn: Amos Rohyrer, Dixon: John 
Reardon, Palnivra; William Richardson, Dixon; Thoias Shelly, 
Brooklyn; Perry Stetler, China: Rush Sehick, Palmyra; N. 
1]. Thompson, Dixon: James KE. Tavlor, Dixon: James Thomp- 
son, Palnivra; Marl A. White, Dixon: Addison Wagner, Dixon: 
Johnson Whaley, Brooklyn: Albert Younes, Brooklyn.  Re- 
auits: Ilenry W, Avres, Wixon: Frank Aid, Brotklyie 
Calvin Burkett, Dixon: James Ball, Dixon: Daniel Bressie, 
Dixon; Mem Jf, Bricivton, Dixon: Benjamin Birr, Dixon: Sve 
vanus Beadway, Dixon; William M. Black, Palmyra; John D. 
Boardman, Dixon; Franklin H. Babbitt, Dixon: Lionel C. Burr, 
Dixon; Charles W. Curtis. Dixou; Daniel Cobh, Viola: William 
TL. Christianese, Brooklyn: Franklin Conway, Palmyra: Tomer TT. 
Chnk, Pahuyra; John W. Deck. Palmivea: Laureston TL. Devo, 
Dixon: Hliphalet B. Hdsem, Dixon; Alfred Eyre, Palnyra: Wil- 
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liam Elwert, Dixon; Hervey Ferguson, Dixon; George W. Far- 
yell, Dixon; Samuel C. Jraivchilds, Brooklyn; George W. CGood- 
win, Dixon; Alunzo D. Gage, Dixon; Ilenry Graft, Dixon; Justin 
Hollister, Dixon; John Hughes, Dixon; Hiram Hetler, Dixon; 
Theodore Johnson, Palmvra; German Kaipper, Ashton; Edwin 
M. Keiser, Dixon; Andrew J. Loveless, Dixon; Thomas C. Little, 
Dixon; Charles Lowe, Dixon; George R. Loveland, Dixon; Joseph 
M. Loveless, Dixon; Jeremiah Mosteller, Dixon; Clark W. Moon, 
Dixon; Henry li. Peacock, Dixon; Shepard G. Patrick, Dixun; 
Franklin O. Pierce, Brooklyn; William C. Snyder, Dixon; Jolin 
J. Snail, Dixon; Adam Scheer, Dixon; Henry W. Short, Palmyia; 
Emery M. Santee, Dixon; William EL. Scullen, Lee Center: Amos 
Sweet, Brooklyn; Edward Shelters, Dixon; Wilham A. Stewart, 
Dixon. 


FIRST BATTALION 


Jolin Tombow, Pahnvra; Alexander Turner, Dixon; Van -J. 
Thomas, Palmyra; William T. Wood, Dixon: Thomas Wade, 
Dixon. 

It has been difficult to get these names, whole pages of the ve- 
port have no addresses. For instance, George R. Loveland’s ad- 
dress was blank. IT am fearful, therefore, that some names have 
been omitted. , 

Battery G: William Hamilton, Amboy. 

Battery IT: Michael Weleh, Dixon. 

Unassigned Reeruits: Frederick E. Fnller, Willow Creck ; 
Jolin Jordan, Dixon: Simon Py avulm, Palnivra (4): Frankiin 
Peterson, Dixon: Noah Thomas, Palinvra (4). 


SECOND ARTILLERY 


Battery F: Peter C. Brooks, Nelson (7). 

Battery G: Charles Slate. Wyoming. 

Reerits: dear M. Condit, Hamilton: George C. Cade, TWam- 
ilton; Milten B. Dunton, Willow Creek; Tlorace NKeewin, Manil- 
ton; Henry P. Landus, Reynolds: Jahez Landns, Willow Creek ; 
Oscar F. MeTntosh, Reynolds: Warren Pike. Hamilton: Hugh 
Scott, Viola; Frederick M. Tilden, Hamilton: Chabris Taylor, 
Alto; William Tate, Hamilton: Lucins C. Vroman, Willow Creek: 
Allen B. Warn, Amboy: Alonzo Webster, Viola. 
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Battery K: William N. Henrie, Dixon. This man served 
three years in Company H, Forty-sixth Illinois Infantry. He 
came from Kane county. ILere he enlisted as a veteran. In reality, 
he was not a Dixon. man. 

Battery L: Patriek Kerivan, Dixon. 

Cogswell’s Battery: John Allen, Wyoming; Horaee Allen, 
Wyoming. 

Henshaw’s Battery: Michael L. Kervn, Dixon; Lawrence J. 
Millard, Marion; Barney McCoy, Amboy; Thomas O’Connor, 
Dixon; Ilenry O'Neal, Amboy. 


COLORED TROOPS 
Company F: John Walhnslee, Sergeant, Dixon. 
SIXTY-EIGHTH UNITED STATES COLORED INFANTRY 
{sane Wangh, Dixon. 
FIRST VNITED STATES ARMY CORPS 


Company Pwo: Frederick A. Snider, Dixon. 

Company Three: Horace S. Tumbling, Revnolds. 

Company Four: “lacoh Hoffman, Palmyra (?); Solomon 
Shafer, Nelson. 

Company Five: Philip Puterbangh, Viola (@); Abram Savart- 
wout, Sublette. 

Company Six: George Christiance, Brooklyn; Parker L. Cass, 
Sublette; George Feidles, Brooklyn: Michael Keraus, Sublette ; 
Andrew Lind, Sublette. 

Company Seven: Henry THenzer, Willow Creek. 

Company Nine: George A, Sevmonr, Palnivya (2). 

Company Len: Edward A. Bier, Gee Center: Henry Clay, 
Lee Center: Frank C. Lee, Lee Center; Heury J. Lee, Lee Center. 

Company Kleven: shames Tf. Mannen, Ashton. 

Company Twelve: Robert Kenney, Willow Creek. 


RECRUITS FOR REGULAR ARMY—FOURTH UNITED STATES TNFANTRY 


James J. Ashley, Amboy. 
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SEVENTEENTH UNITED STATES INFANTRY 


David Abbott, Amboy; Charles A. Anderson or Andrews, 
Dixon; Reuben Blank, Amboy; Abraham Blank, Amboy; Fred- 
erick Bailey, Amboy; Maximon Bourdon, Amboy; Peter Black- 
burn, Amboy; Robert Brown, Dixon; Douglas Cameron, Amboy; 
John Cunningham, Amboy; Patrick Carey, Amboy; James Ix. P. 
Craig, Amboy; Joseph Fulks, Amboy; Stephen Fairman, Amboy; 
Henry H. Fritz, Amboy; Lorenzo B. Gardner, Amboy; Joseph 
Graham, Amboy; Stephen Z. Hartley, Amboy; Abram Hill, Am- 
boy; M. W. Hollister (vejeeted, ill health), Amboy; Charles Hill, 
Amboy; Lorenzo B. Kiser, Amboy; Dudley P. Loomis, Amboy; 
William Lafity, Amboy; Charles A. Lambert, Amboy; Robert 
Livingston, Amboy; Stephen Lee, Amboy; Samuel Leonard, Am- 
boy; Charles MeCristal, Amboy; Patrick MeGinnis, Amboy; John 
Murphy, Amboy; James H. Osgood, Amboy; Stephen Osegh, Am- 
boy; James Potter, Amboy; Patrick Ross, Ambov; Andrew 
Sehoonmaker, Amboy; David Springer, Amboy; Franklin Saylor, 
Amboy; Davies Springer, Amboy; John Sullivan, Dixon; Patriek 
Tiernay, Amboy; Edward Thompson, Dixon; Patrick P. Ward, 
Amboy; George H. Wilson, Amboy; William A. Whitehead, Am- 
boy; Frank Wright, Amboy; John C. Wagner, Dixon. 


Vol, 1—8 


CHAPTER VIII 
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS IN LEE COUNTY 


It was the policy of the Board of Public Works of [linois, to 
build the proposed great north and south railroad in sections, 
here and there, in order to keep the various settlements in a tran- 
quil state of mind. Dixon’s Ferry was given more than its due 
proportion, and instead of building from both sides of a stream as 
was the policy of the commissioners, in Lee, they built altogether 
from the south bank of Roek river, southward, and clear through 
the county to its southern boundary. That circumstance indicates 
to us of today the commanding position of Dixon’s Ferry in 
Illinois affairs, although it contained but a house or two or three 
at the time. And it indicates also the commanding influence of 
John Dixon as a factor in the business and political affairs of 
Mlinois. 

When in 1837-8 and -9, these works were going forward, the 
engineers of the state oceipied a building on First street as their 
headquarters. It has been mentioned once, but repetition here 
will not be uninteresting. 

Tn 1835, James Wilson mult a blacksmith shop of logs on First 
street, on the spot oeeupied by the present Dixon Telegraph build- 
ing and its neighboring building to the west. The building did 
not reach the corner. I would sav the west wall of the Telegraph 
building would measure approximately the center of the old log 
building. In 1887 this building received a floor, and it was used 
to hold therein the only term of court held in what comprehended 
the territory of the old Ogle of Lee and Ogle counties. 

This building, on the south side of the street, was perhaps 
twenty feet long, east and west. and when the grade was ent down 
to its present level, rather than pare down the entire lot even with 

139 


140 HISTORY OF LEE COUNTY 


the street, as at present, a stone basement or ground floor story 
was built under the building to reach the street level, so that there- 
after the building beeame a two-story building. The upper one of 
logs was sided and in its altered form, it gave out the appearance 
of a very elaborate structure. 

The appointment of John Dixon as a member for the Sixth 
Judivial District of the Board of Public Works, gave to Dixon’s 
Ferry a still more commanding position. 

Large quantities of stone, much of it dressed for proposed 
outside use in building piers and abutments in bridges over 
streams, including Roek river, were hauled into Lee county and 
deposited along the reute of the proposed railroad and in Dixon 
a very large amount of material was left. 

In reports for subsequent years, made by the commission, it is 
interesting to uotiee the orders made for the publie sale at Dixon, 
of those materials. The grade made through Lee county began at 
the south bank of Rock river where Hennepin avenue intersects 
the sane and ran southerly, crossing the south line of Lee not far 
east of the Dad Joe house. To this day it may be traced overland 
for every foot of its ancient course and so too may it be traeed 
easily from the old first map of Lee county made in 1863 by Joseph 
Crawford and Jason C. Ayres. 

Originally it was planned to have a wagon road 11n alongside 
its alignment on the northeasterly side, but with the abandonment 
of the project, the grade was appropriated instead and was 
retained for many years. Between Dixon and the Northwestern 
right of way, it is used today as at first. Beginning at the junction 
of Hennepin avenue with the river the grade was designed to run 
south on the avenne to the library corer where it curved towards 
the east, passing through the jail block and the intervening blocks 
between that and Seventh street and Chicago road, just east of the 
Keyes residence. Here as a matter of fact, the actual criding 
began for its southward journey. Beyond the right of way of the 
Northwestern, it paralleled the present Clnieago road until the 
Clarenee Smith plaee is reached at the top of the hill, where it 
eontinued southerly between the Smith house and the White 
Temple schoolhonse. <A short distance further on it followed the 
Perm road. On the farm north of the county farm, the channel by 
the roadside is well defined still, and the right of wav passed 
through the dooryard of the county farm, running not far west 
of Shelburne and the Joseph G. Hall farm; further south, it ran 
throngh Maytown by the diagonal road that passes the spot 
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occupied by the old Academy before its destruction. It is today a 
clean-cut trace, with the few exceptions where intervening ridges 
appear. No doubt these appear because when the various gangs 
working towards each other got orders to quit, their work had 
not met the work of the approaching gang. It may be interesting 
to know that Sterling made desperate efforts to secure the location 
of the Central road at that place. The counter petition whieh was 
presented by John Dixon is now owned by Edward H. Brewster 
and reads as follows: 


To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Illinois, 

Your petitioners—Citizens residing on Rock River and vicin- 
ity understanding that a petition has been or is about to be pre- 
sented to your Honorable body representing that the Central 
Rail Road or that part of the same from Rocky ford to Savannah 
crossing Rock River at Dixon is located on unfavourable ground, 
oceasioning a longer and more expensive route &e &e.—to which 
we would respectfully protest— 

And would add, that whatever may be the feelings of a few 
interested individuals at Sterling, we are of the opinion that that 
part of the Central Rail Road alluded to, has been judiciously 
located—answering both the interest of the finances of the State 
and that of a very large majority of the Citizens of the Roek 
River Country— 

Authentic information on this Subjeet is in reach of your 
Honorable body, to which we would respectfully refer you. In 
the reports of the Engineers, duly appointed to examine and 
Survey Said Road, information will be found properly attested. 
And your petitioners have too much confidence in the good sense 
and judgment of our Legislature than to suppose the representa- 
tions of a few individuals should have much weight against all 
the evidence in your possession to the Contrary— 

Praying that your honors will Consider said petition for what 
it is wor1th—Your petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray 


T. D. Boardman C. Brookner 
Smith Gilbraith John Neumeyer 
Jos. Crawford Nelson Douglass 
Charles Edson R. B. Loveland 

D. C. Stevens Wm. Seaward 
John Van Arnam J. Campbell 
Nelson Barnes John G. Bellanger 


Thomas McCabe J. H. Page 
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Noble P. Bassett 
Ss. M. Bowman 
Oliver Everett 
Nathan Whitney 
Asa W. Stowell 
Ab’m Cool 

G. B. Dills 

A. M. Braley 
Jos. Hartman 

C. F. Ingals 
J.S. Boardman 
C. A. Lane 

P. M. Alexander 
John C. Oliver 
Simon Fellows 
Ahuh Moulton 
Samuel M. Fellows 
James Power 
John Morgan 
Jaeob Martin 

ms, Lwartin 
Win. W. Tilton 
O. A. Hubbard 
W. P. Burrough 
Alanson Smith 
T. HW. Burroughs 
Orin Skeel 

C. W. MeNanghton 
K. Morgan 

Cieo. W. Chase 

J. M. Hamilton 
i. vine 
Wm. A. Fraser 
FE. W. Duteher 
Thomas Dexter 
Michael Tlorner 
Zachariah Phillips 
J.D. MeComsey 
Harvey Wordle 
Tsane Griffeth 
William Kennedy 
William Lane 


Stephen Fuller 
I. P. Malloek 
Alfred Cogswell 
Jas. Melxenney 
R. MeKenney 
David Brown 
Ebenezer H. Johnson 
John A. Burton 
William Marsh 
Wilham Mackay 
D. B. MeKenney 
Homer Preston 
John Melenney 
Frederick R. Dutcher 
O. H. Chessman 
Henry Turrel 
Horace Benjamin 
John Wilson 
Jas. Poison 

F. A. Martin 
Win. G. Frasier 
Carlton Meliners 
F. W. Coe 

W.S. Coe 

Stern Mason 
William Miers 
Harvey Morgan 
Tsaac Morgan 
Wm. W. Beach 
I. T. Martin 
David Hill 

Win. Martin 

Ay la. Pater 

M. Fellows 

T. M. Johnson 
Triton Swera 
John Dexter 
John Montieth 
Edward Crosby 
J.T. Little 

C. D. Howard 
Daniel Reiehwaz 
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Sam’! Nobling 
Austin L. Bull 
Gardner Robinson 
Carter MeCumsey 
J. Tharp Lawrence, Jr. 
F. C. Whitney 
Tsaae Robinson 
Hiram Vanpatten 
Peter McKenney 
J. B. Chatham 
Joshna Cameron 
J. B. Nash 

Dan’] Carpenter 
Wim. Dolan 

Josef Lorimer 
Wm. McKenney 
Daniel MeKenney 
WN, G. H.. Morrill 


John G. Peabody 
Nathaniel Browning 
i. W. Hine 
William Thompson 
John MeAllister 
James Benjamin 
C. Brookner 

John W. Dixon 
Jas. De Pui 

John Crosby 
Elisha Crosby 
Noah Beede 

Al. Fender 

W. W. Bethea 
Solomon Fender 
Win. Miller 

John Belanger 
Horace Thompson 
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Dixon prevailed. Beyond doubt, Mv. Dixon’s appointment in 
1838 as member of the Board of Publie Works had much to do 
with the defeat of Sterlng’s aspirations. 

The Tenth General Assembly, of which Abraham Lineoln and 
Stephen A. Douglas were members, reduced to a pomt resembling 
system the vast numbers of inane theories which the people 
demanded, and Stephen A. Douglas was the member whose resolu- 
tions permitted it to be done. The Illinois and Michigan eanal 
project by this time had proceeded a considerable distance. ‘Ths 
scheine, however, should not become eonfused with the internal 
improvement sehemes. The canal scheme may be said to date 
back when Representative Pope laid off the boundaries for the 
new state, and in January (22), 1829, when the act was passed 
providing for the appointment of commissioners to fix upon the 
route. 

The vear 1837 was the year of the Douglas resolntions and the 
beginning of active preparations for work. The bill which was 
passed at last, over the objections of the couneil of revision and 
the Governor's objections, appropriated the enormous stm of 
£10.200,000. Of this sum, $100,000 was appropriated for the 
improvement of Rock river, and for the railroad (throngh Dixon’s 
Ferry) from Cairo to Galena $3,500,000 was appropriated. This 
latter was the most important of the list and received the largest 
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appropriation, and in the distribution of the $5,668,000 which was 
realized from the sale of bonds, the sum of $1,142,027 was placed 
in the hands of the commissioners of publie works to spend; about 
one half the sum appropriated by the bill 

Thus for a short while over two vears, the insane mania pro- 
eeeded. In 1839, the people awakened to the faet that they were 
in debt over $17,000,000 and had nothing to show for it but a few 
grades and cuts and the great internal schemes collapsed. Lee 
county was favored more than any other northern county in the 
way of railroad grades and the Central Railroad languished until 
Senators Stephen A. Douglas and Sidney Breese, in the United 
States Senate, later secured the land grant which permitted the 
TDlineis Central Railroad to be built through Lee county, not very 
far away from the old grade of fifteen or sixteen years before. 

The serip used in payment for labor and material depreciated 
to a rninously small figure. T have secured a piece of it to repro- 
duee here as an illustration. 
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CHAPTER IX 


THE FRENCH IN LEE COUNTY 
By Oliver L. Gehant 


The French in Lee county are to be found in nearly all the 
walks of life and seattered throughout the entire twenty-two 
townships. ‘To the writer, however, it appears that the heaviest 
settlement is in Viola and Brooklyn townships, at West Brooklyn, 
and in the vicinity bordering that town. At least one-half of 
Brooklyn enterprise is due to the French descendants, and 
especially in the west half of the township they, with the Germans, 
constitute the majority of the population. We also find the 
French in Lee Center on the west and in Wyoming on the east. 
Quite a settlement is located in May township, a goodly number in 
Ashton, as well as seattering numbers in Dixon, South Dixon, 
Amboy, Harmon, East Grove, Bradford and Alto townships. 

Our subject being a little too broad on aecount of our meagre 
knowledge of the French inhabitants throughout the entire county 
and not having the opportunity to learn more of those living out 
of the range of our aequaintance, we shall attempt only to center 
our history upon the Freneh in our own township and its adjoin- 
ing communities. We must therefore ask the indulgence of our 
readers in overlooking any errors we might make or any omissions 
whieh might oeeur. Tet us assure you that they shall not be mnten- 
tional, but owing to lack of information. 

The early arrivals from Franee landed at Lee Center township 
about the year 1853. Benjamin Leepy, a shoemaker, loeated at 
Lee Center and followed his profession for a number of years. 
The others were farmers in the persons of Claude Gehant and 
Ferdinando Py who took up their homes in Bradford township. 
Two years later, in 1855, a party of sixteen left their native land 
for Ameriea and all settled in the vicinity of Bradford. The party 
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included John Bazel Henry and wife with their two sons, Con- 
stant and Leopold. Constant had been married in Irance and 
was accompanied by his wife. Others im the party were Aly. 
and Mrs. John Bresson and their children, Delphine, Polite and 
Delphan; AL. and Mis, Edward Antvine and their three months 
old baby boy; Constant Barlow: Blaze Irvaeschean and Modest 
CGehant. They landed at New York and started westward imme- 
diately, stopping at Franklin Grove wpen reaehing Lee county. 
From here they made their selection of homes in Bradford town- 
ship and for a few vears the entire sixteen were located in the 
same parish. On January 13, 1858, two of the party were married, 
Delphine Bresson and Leopold Tenry. Thuis was one of the 
earhest French marriages taking place in the county and was 
solemnized at Amboy. The young couple made their home in 
Bradford township fer a time and then removed to Shelby county 
where they remained for ten vears. After their return to this 
county they loeated in Viola township on the farm which beeame 
known as the old homestead. About ten vears ago they retired 
from the farm and located in West Brooklyn. To this nnion ten 
children were born, six of whom are still living and residing in the 
eounty. They are Lydia (Montavon), Amel, Eugene, Delphan 
(deceased), Edward, Josephine, Francis (deceased), Mary 
(Gehant), Francis Paley (deceased), and Charles (deceased). 

Constant Wenry had been a soldier in Franee before coming 
to this country and had served seven vears in Africa defending the 
Freneh flag. He alse sew service in Algeria and Kegvpt. There 
were ninety-six in the party when the soldiers Jeft the mother 
eaunty for Afriea, and only six of them returned home. The 
climate of the desert and the guns of the natives were terrible for 
any but a native to withstand. Tlis stories of soldier life in 
Atviea ean vet be remembered by our older inhabitants. THis 
family were all born in Lee eounty. They are Delia (Lawrence), 
Vietorine (Jeanblane), Jennie Clarkin), and Marv (Terhune). 
Delia and Vietorine, after thetr marriages, moved to Towa and are 
loeated at Hagle Grove and Fort Dodge. The other two ehildren 
are still residing in the eastern part of the eounty. 

In the vear 1857 Mir and? Mrs. Laurent Gehant, Sr. and tye 
daughters, Judith (now Mrs. Joseph E. Henry of Dixon) and 
Leona (first wife of Joseph Chaon and now deeeased), arrived at 
Lee Center and here the hushand and father found emplovinent in 
the Clapp stone quarries fora couple of vears. With his family, 
which now consisted of Judith, Leona, and Frank J., and aeeom- 
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panied by Constant and Leopold Tlenry and their families, he 
moved to Shelby county where they resided for ten years. Al 
removed to Lee county in the spring of 1868, where Mv. Gehant 
continued to reside until his death at the ripe age of seventy-eight 
vears. Sis other elnldven, part of them bern in Shelby county, 
were Laurent, Jr.. Henry F.. Andrew, Sarah (Jeanhlanc), and 
Melenda (Edwards). 

In 1857 Franees Barlow and her daughter? Caroline, and the 
Antoines—Clarice, Mary, Kuphamia, Aloses, Mdward, and their 
father—settled here. The French migrations to Lee county 
seemed to cease about this time and we hear of no more until about 
1867. 

During this time many of these people were intermarrving. 
Delphan Bresson married Clarice Antoine while his brother, 
Polite, took for his wife Caroline Barlow. Delphan settled in 
Viola where he continued to reside until Iis death, a iuimber of 
years ago. He is survived by his widow and two sons, Henry and 
Alfred, both of Minnesota, and one daughter Marv, wife of Angust 
Gehant. 

Polite Bresson, like his brother, was a suecessful farmer of 
Viola township up to the time of his death. His family surviving 
him are his aged widow and eight children, namely: Faley, Amel, 
Frank, Edward, Charles, Lydia (Berscheid), Amelia (Monta- 
von), and Marv (July). Anvuther son, Modest, died a few vears 
ago. All are highly respected citizens of this county and num- 
bered among Viola’s leading inhabitants. Amel Bresson is a 
graduate of Valparaiso University, at Valparaiso, Ind. 

Modest Gehant went to Ohio for his wife, marrving Olynipia 
Chaon. They settled north of West Brooklyn and there reared a 
large family. They are: Navier, Angust. Joseph, Modest, Frank, 
Adolph, Izedore, Lows, Josephine (Henry, deceased), Leona 
(Henrv), Margarette (Henry), Marv (Oester), and Snsan 
(Auehstetter). It was due to this marriage that the Chaons, 
Xavier and his wife, Josephine, soon afterward came westward 
and settled near their daughter. Besides Mis. Modest Gehant, 
they had four sons, Angust (deceased), Amadia, Joseph, and 
Charles (deceased). Amadia Chaon did not live here long after 
attaining his majority and, as we shall sce later, is located in the 
western part of our country. Joseph, alone, together with his 
familv ave residents of the county at this time. 

Claude Gehant, who came in 1853, was married three tinies, 
his first wife being a Freneh girl from LaSalle county. To this 


148 PiSVORY OF LEE-COUNTY 


union was born one son, namely Henry F., of Chicago. His second 
wife was Mary Antoine, and the third Mis. Mary Py, widow of 
Sylvan Py, who will be remembered as the son of Ferdinando 
Py. Sylvan Py met his death at the age of thirty-three years 
through wounds sustained in a runaway aceident. As the husband 
of Mary Antoine, Claude Gehant had three children, Frank D., 
Euphamia (Jeangnenat, deceased), and Arthur. By his union 
with Mrs. Mary Py, he had six children, as follows: Clementine 
(MeCrea), Edward, Louise (Faltz), Victoria (Bittner), Marga- 
vette (Biesehke), and Josephine (deceased). The Py ehildren at 
the time of the marriage of their mother to Mr. Gehant, were 
Joseph (deceased), Eugene, Eliza (Gehant), Mary (altz), and 
Adella (Frank). 

Euphamia Antoine, who was married to Morris July, was the 
mother of two sons, Albin and Leon. Maek July, twin brother of 
Morris, and their brother Joseph followed Morris to this county. 
Maek was married twice, his first wife being Feliea Biescha, while 
his second was Mary Tillion. They raised a large family. 
These marnages account for the family name found thronghout 
the eounty today. The Julys migrated here from Ohio after 
the Civil war and have sinee continued to reside here. Morris 
July distinguished himself very ably as a private in the war, and 
ean tell many tales of the Hardships and occurrences of that ter- 
rible time. 

Benjamin Leepy, after discontinuing his shoe shop at Lee 
Center, took up the farm life on a nearby farm and prospered for 
anunber of years. Ma. and Mrs. Leepy weve the parents of eight 
ehildven, fonr girls and four boys—DLudina, Melenda, Addie, 
Artena, Theodore, Jerome, Hdward and Lneian. After her 
husband’s death Mis. Leepy married Angust Barlow, himself a 
widower, THis first wife had been Adel} Py, the only daughter of 
Ferdinando Py, and to whom had been born ten named children, 
Sylvan, Edward, Vietor, Amel, Leon, Adolph, Lydia, Clementine 
(deceased), Adeline and Nettie. 

My. and Mrs. Edward Antoine raised six children, including 
Julins, who crossed the Atlantic with his parents when but three 
mouths old. Mrs. Antome died leaving this family in charge of 
their father, who afterwards married a seeond time. To this 
union six children were borm—Edward, George, Henry, Frank, 
Isaae and Addie. 

Gradually one by one the French gathered at Lee Center, and 
in addition to those already named we find in one community Mr. 
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and Mis. Charles Jeanblane, Mr. and Mas. Maximan Anbert, Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Breschon, Mr. and Mars. Peter Breschon, M1. and 
Mrs. Alexander Biescha, Ma. and Mrs. Moses Antoine, Louis 
Champlan, Nicholas Schoeftle, Jerry Tondreau, Justin and 
Edward Tebeau, My. and Mrs. Joseph Petit, Ma. and Mrs. Joseph 
Simon and Mr. and Mas. Charles Lawrence. Charles Jeanblane’s 
family consisted of three sons—Alexander, Constant and Abell. 
The Aubert family included three children, Leon, Benjamin and 
Josephine. Joseph Breschon had two sons, Charles and Joseph. 
Alexander Biescha was the father of two boys and two girls, 
namely, Frank, Alexander, Mary and Felica. Moses Antoine was 
married twice, his children by his first wife beg Albert, Addie 
and Lueian. By his second wife they were James and Lizzie. 
Louis Champlan married Julia Henry, Nicholas Schoeftle married 
her sister Margarette, while Jerry Tondrean married a third 
sister, Leona. Justin Tebcau took for his wife Mary Montavon, a 
French woman from Switzerland. His brother Edward married 
Lydia Barlow. The last eight families moved to Lowa, where their 
descendents are still to be found. 

Francis Henry landed at New Orleans in 1867 and settled at 
Joliet, Ill., where his wife died soon after the establishment of 
the new home. Her death left the husband with ten children, some 
of whom were of very tender age. The family consisted of four 
boys and six girls, as follows: Joseph, Victor, Amel, Edward, 
Cathryn (Barlow), Margurette (Schoeffel), Leona (Tondreau), 
Julia (Champlan), Mary (Mertens), Josephine (Coty). 

Joseph, the eldest son, saw service in the rebel army during 
the Civil war, while his brother Victor fonght in the Union ranks, 
the two brothers taking part in several important engagements 
between the Blne and the Grey. Both were wounded in battle and 
each accused the other of firing the shot that marked the two for 
life. Joseph was not a rebel from choice, but being engaged in 
business south of the Mason and Dixie line at the ontbreak of the 
Civil war, was given his choice between service in the Confederate 
army or confinement in the Andersonville prison. He chose the for- 
mer and was made captain of his company, he being the only man 
in the eompany able to read orders, and served in the rebel ranks till 
wounded, when he returned to Lee county. After the war he served 
as an Indian scont for Unele Sam in company with Buffalo 
Bill on the western plains. Victor, after his honorable discharge 
from the Union army, returned to Lee county and was joined by 
his brother Joseph, who in partnership engaged in farming for 
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some years in Bradford township. Vheir bachelor home was a 
favorite place during the long winter nights, where the neighhors 
would assemble to listen to the brothers campfire tales of war tunes 
or ‘ton the trail of the Indians’’ of the western plains. Ledward, 
another brother, after reaching his majority, settled in eastern 
Nebraska. Juseph E. Henry, better known as Squire Henry, 
settled in Bradford township where he owns a 360-acre farm. He 
was honored by his fellow townusimen with the important office of 
justice of the peace for more than twenty years. After retiring 
from the farm he tovok up his residence at West Brooklyn, and 
about two vears ago moved to Dixon. The Squire married Judith 
Gehant, and to this union five clildven were born, Leona (Jean- 
gnenat), Edna, Laura (Wiser), Laurent and Amel (deceased). 
The latter was an instructor in St. Martin’s College of Lacey, 
Washington, at the time of his death. Joseph E. Henry of Dixon 
and his sister Catherine Bernardin of Amboy, together with their 
children, ave the only members of the Francis Henry family still 
residing in Lee county. Constant Barlow, who had been here since 
1855, became the husband of Cathryn ILenry, and to this mnion five 
children were born, Theodore, Alfred, Constant, Cathryn and 
Tena. 

Constant Favre and wife. together with their two sons and two 
danghters, Lewis, Delphan, Gustin and Olynypia, came here from 
Southern Ohio and settled in May township about the vear 1868. 
The elder Favres have been dead for many years. Louis, the 
oldest son, still resides in May township, and is recognized as one 
of the largest land owners in that part of the eounty. Delphan, 
the vounger son, sold out his real estate possessions in Lee county 
some ten vears ago and removed to Southern Minnesota, where it 
is reported he controls a large aereage of choiee Jand. Gustin 
(Aubert). the older daughter, is still a resident of May, residing 
on the old Aubert homestead near the Lewis Favre estate. Olym- 
pia (Henry) has been dead for a nninber of vears. Victor Henry, 
husband of Olympia, married a second time, and then removed to 
Kankakee. but theiv three daneglters continued to reside in Lee 
county. Frank Deville and Remy Arnould eame to the vicinity of 
Ashton abont 1867, and today we still find their deseendents in 
the county. Mr. Deville’s family consisted of four girls and one 
son, the latter dving vears ago. The girls names are Vietorine, 
Clara, Mary and Enphania. Mr. Arnould was the father of three 
hovs, Julius of Viola, Vineent of Dixon and Edward of Ashton. 
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Eugene Vincent, who had settled at Sumonauk in Delxalb 
county upon his arrival in Lihnois from bis native land, came to 
our county 1n 1867. Le was the first of this fannly to arrive here, 
He settled in Viola townslup and continued to farm until about 
hiteen years veo when hewnd bis wile located in West Brooklyn, 
His family are Joseph, Krnest, Mlodest, Amel and Mary. Lbs 
wife was Clementine Diloisy. Ller brother Joseph is best known 
in the county, having resided in various parts fur many years. 
One of the Diloisy givls married Charles Applegreen, while still 
another became Mis. Mageie Jervard. The fifth member of the 
family, Batiste Diloisy, was but little known here. 

Joseph Vineent, Sr., came to our county a little later than his 
brother Engene, but even then, not until after his son Joseph and 
daughter Mary had crossed the Atlantic and located here. There 
were still two others of the Vincent family who jonrneyed to our 
country and settled here, they being Josephine and Mary, who 
beeame the wives of Prosper Gander and Angust Chaon. Their 
father, whose name also was Joseph, never settled here, but did, 
however, spend a few months visiting with his daughters after their 
marriage. Prosper Gander arrived here from Pennsylvania, 
where he had stopped upon reaching Amertean soil. 

Joseph Bernardin left France about 1854 and settled with the 
French in Ohio. About 1870 he too followed the others to Lee 
county and remained a resident here until lis death, at Amboy, a 
few vears ago. THe was married twice, his children by his first 
wife being Henry, Charles, and Mary (Arnold). THis second wife 

vas the widow of Constant Barlow and to this union were born 
three children—Julius, Louise (Sehroer), and Peter. 

These individuals and families seem to inelude all the early 
French settlers in that part of Lee county covered by our subject, 
and it is due to these pioneers that we tind the French descendents 
so prominently located in this county today. 

There are the Henrvs, Gehants, Bressons, Bernardins, and 
Vineents in and near West Brookivn; the Arnonids at Ashton; the 
Favres in Maytown: the Barlows, Antoimes and Devilles at Amboy 
—all bearing the names of their ancestors direct from France. 
Mary other Freneh names are to be heard throughout the county 
and in some way or other a goodly number of these are related to 
those first pioneer settlers but have since lost the family name 
through marriage to others of the French nationality who have 
come from other states or have cone from the old country in later 
vears. 
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Perhaps the largest families of the French nationality to be 
found in Lee county are the Henrys and the Gehauts. As large as 
these families are we have them nearly all in one community and 
prospering with their other French brethren. The Henrys are 
divided into three distinct families, each family coming from 
ancestors Who are not related to each other. John Bazel Henry, 
who came in 1855, was not related to I’vancis Henry, who came in 
1867. Neither were these two related to August Henry who settled 
in Ohio and continued to live there until his death. His son Alex- 
ander journeyed to our county within the last ten years and has 
continued to reside here ever since. Mrs. Svlvan Py was also a 
sister of Alexander, but, of course, her descendants do not bear 
the name of Henry. This name perhaps has a distinction not 
often boasted of by others in this respect, for in Lee county and 
even in the same village are to be found persons bearing the family 
name of *‘ Henry’? and three of them, neighbors, are not related in 
ay Wass 

The early Frenchmen adapted themselves to the ways of the 
new world and applied themselves in such a manner as to become 
real industrious, a trait which is found in our present generation 
and so characteristic in their every-day life. We might say the 
greater portion of the French to be found in Lee county are 
farmers. A goodly number are found loeated in the villages 
following some mereantile purstit and we are certain to find the 
rest of them continuing in some trade or profession, working out 
their livehhood. Some are politieally inelined and have been very 
proninent in beth or great parties during recent vears. A son of 
Laurent Gehant, who arrived in Ameriea as we have seen in 1857, 
was elected to the General Assembly by the people of the thirty- 
fifth district in 1906 and served his people in sueh a way as to 
bring great credit to hinself and his nationality. This person 1s 
Heury IF. Gehant of West Brooklyn, and is one who is well known 
throughont the county today. TTe is the pioneer banker of the 
country town, opening the bank bearing his name in 1897 at West 
Brooklyn. This institution he has built 1p from vear to year until 
how we find it one of the most important of its kind in that portion 
of the county. Tt has a eapital of $25,000 and deposits ranging 
from $150,000 to 8200,000. Besides doing a general banking 
business its insnranee department issues policies covering all the 
leading forms of isuranee and deals in real estate and farm loans. 
This institution is perhaps one of the most sueeessful of those 
started through French eapital and enterprise, and stands as a 
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monunient to the staunch character of those early Frenchmen as 
well as a monument to its founder. Muy. Gehant’s two sons, Oliver 
L. and Henry W., are cashier and assistant cashier, respectively, 
of the bank. FEF. D. Gehant, a cousin of the founder, acted as 
eashier for a number of years, but retired from the banking busi- 
ness early in 1912, and is now engaged in the hardware and imple- 
ment business in West Brooklyn. We have alveady seen that 
F. D. Gehant is a son of Claude Gehant, who was numbered among 
the very first of the French to settle in the eounty. Tis other 
brothers are located in various parts of the state, one of them, 
Arthur, still residing on the old homestead in Bradford. Besides 
Henry F. Gehant, Laurent Gehant has three sons and two dangh- 
ters residing in or near West Brooklyn, namely, Frank J., 
Laurent, Andrew, Mis. Sarah Jeanblane, and Mrs. Melenda 
Edwards. Their danghter Leona, who aeeompanied her parents 
from France, died some thirty-five vears ago, then beme the wife 
of Joseph Chaon, another descendent of the early Freneh arrivals. 
Most of Modest Gehant’s children are still in the vicinity of West 
Brooklyn and are actively engaged in farming or have retired 
from the hard work and content theniselves in supervising their 
farms. Angust Gehant, one of the sons, has been a prominent 
eitizen of Viola township for many years. Like many of the 
others before him he married another deseendant of those early 
Frenchmen, his wife being a granddaughter of John Bresson who 
arrived here in 1855, and constituted one of the party of sixteen 
coming together that vear. Other Gehants to seleet wives who 
are descended from those early pioneer settlers were Henry F., 
who married a granddanghter of Ferdinando Py, Frank J., who 
married Victoria Henry, Laurent, who married Marvy Henry, 
Frank D., who married a danglter of Ma. and Ms. Leopold 
Henry or a granddaughter of John Bazel Henry. 

The descendents of the Henry family are represented in the 
business calendar of Brooklyn township by Edward E. Henry, a 
son of Leopold Henry, who conduets a garage and is proprietor of 
a dram shop in West Brooklyn. He has two brothers residing in 
the vicinity who support the family name—Amel and Engene, and 
a number of sisters. all of whom are married, but who still make 
this county their home. The Bernardins too ave sharing the retail 
business burdens of West Brooklyn, for Julins and Henry are 
engaged in the implement and lumber bnsiness. Jnlius has Theo- 
dove Barlow as his partner in the implement business. He too is 
a descendent of those early Frenchmen. Another of the nation- 
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ality prominent in business in West Brooklyn is Prosper Gander, 
who came trom France in later years and after stopping for a 
time in Pennsylvania. As related previously, Mr. Gander is the 
husband of Josephine Vineeut, and they have one daughter. - He 
is a mason contraetor and very successfully conducts bis chosen 
profession. The Vineents are all farmers with the exception of 
Eugene and Joseph, Sr., who have retired within the past fifteen 
years. We still find the wives of Delphan and Pohte Bresson in 
Viola township in the midst of their sons and daughters, where 
they have continued to till the soil throughont all these years. 
Like the Vineents we find the Chaons still continuing the farm hfe 
and only ina few istances have the older members of the families 
retired and are Hving in town. Joseph Chaen and wife, he having 
been married a second time, reside in West Brooklyn. His brother 
Charles died a umber of years ago, but is smvvived by his Geman 
wife and their echildven. A brother, Amadia Chaon, moved to 
Nebraska many vears ago, while still another brother, Angust 
Chaon, died at his home in Viola. THis family have sinee left the 
county and located in the Northwest. 

The French langnage in this connty is gradually, but surely, 
losing its identity. Through fifty vears association with neigh- 
bors of every nationality the vennger generation have lost all 
affection for the tongue of their ancestors and eontent themselves 
with the Enehsh langnage alone. lntermarriage has resnited in 
depleting the thoronghly French population by one-half, and it 
is safe to make the prediction that ere fifty vears more have passed 
very few of the omginal Freneh descendents will be reeognizable 
in Lee county. 

Perhaps the nationality being most intermingled with the 
French is the German. Many of Trish descent are also marrying 
into the French families so that ina few vears more we will find 
ony people to be net Freneh, ner German, nor Trish. but deseend- 
ents of a French and German marviage or an Trish and French 
marrage. Many front Switzerland too have migrated to our 
county and become identified with the loeal Frenehmen on aecount 
of speaking the same Janguage. Chief among the Swiss we find 
the Wisers, the Baners, and the Montavons, located here. Many 
would eall them Freneh, not knowing their eriginal birthplaee, 
and on aceonnt of their close semblanee to the French are not 
distngnishable from them. The patriotie American spirit seizes 
every Frenchman soon after his arrival in this eountry, and a 
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Frenehinan is an Ameriean regardless of his language when once 
he beeomes settled on this side of the Atlantie. 

It isn’t French history that Frenchmen strive to ereate in 
America, although the Frenchman has been an important factor 
in American history making from the verv beginning. The 
aneestors of some of the carly Freneh settlers in Lee county left 
their native land with General Lafayette and shed their life blood 
for American independence and for patriotie love of the strug- 
gling eolonists in their fight for freedom from English tyranny. 
One needs but to read the carly historv of Ameriea to aseertain 
the debt of gratitude its citizens owe to the French race. Every 
individual aims to contribute his part to that great American 
history which every day, vear after year, amazes the world and 
makes this nation the great leader of nations and draws to our 
flag the respeet of every people in every clime. Let us not mourn 
the disappearance of the Frenchmen in Lee county, but feel glad 
to realize that they have ningled with those of everv nationality 
to make a new history. Let us revere them for it and elose with 
that deep sensitiveness within our breast that we owe to every 
patriotie and progressive Ameriean eitizen for such they have, 
long vears past, become and are today sharing their portion with 
the others of our great American people. 


CHAPTER X 
THE NORWEGIANS IN LEE COUNTY 


The Norwegians have done much to develop the resources of 
Lee county and to bring the price of land to its present generous 
proportions. A strip of country in the east end of the county and 
extending over into Delxalb county, is so very largely settled by 
Norwegians that one may say it is owned by Norwegians. This 
strip is about ten miles long by about five miles wide and takes in 
Willow Creek, some of Reynolds and some of Ogle county on the 
north, and part of Milan to the east, in Delxalb county. 

These hardy, industrious and ambitious people are said to settle 
always on nothing but the very best of land. In Lee county, that 
is true literally. The lands held by them in this county are of the 
very best and with their splendid improvements, command the 
highest prices. 

The Norwegians are good homebuilders and without a single 
exception they are secure in the enjovment of comfortable fortunes. 

Most of them emigrated from Hardanger, in Norway. They 
learn the language readily, and while they love to cling to the 
mother tongue, they speak it only at home or when together. 

Realizing that the vounger generation may soon forget the old 
home wavs and tongue, three years ago, a Hardanger society was 
formed of all the Hardangers in Ameriea. The first meeting was 
held at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. The second was held in Jowa 
and this vear, the meeting was held at Lee in this county. From 
coast to coast almost, the loyal Hardangers flocked to Lee to visit 
for two davs and depart for another vear. Over 1,500 Hardangers 
met at Lee and they were housed and fed bountifullv after the old 
home eustoms by the hospitable citizens of Lee and vicinity. This 
meeting was the most interesting of old country meetings I ever 
have attended. Norwegian dishes were served; beautiful Nor- 
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Wwegian songs were sung; folk-lure stories were repeated and a 
banquet was served at which speeches were made. 

This notable gathering at Lee was held Wednesday and ‘Thurs- 
day, September 17 and 18, 1915, and long will it be remembered. 

The first Norwegian to come to Lee county, was Ommen Hill- 
son, Americanized from Amund Helgeson, a Hardanger who left 
Norway in the year 1835. Like so many of his hardy countrymen, 
he was a sailor. Arrived on these shures, he made a few coastwise 
trips abuard ship, in fact notil the year 1537. 

du that year he walked from New York to Chicago with the 
avowed purpose of taking up land whieh he had heard was to be 
thrown open to settlement and sale, very soon. At Chicago, he 
heard of a little Norwegian settlement in LaSalle county on the 
banks of the ox river, now known as Norway. To this point he 
walked. : 

On the way along the road he was overtaken by a team in which 
several men were seated, going out to enter land as they stated. 
When they overtook Mr. Hilson, they invited hin to get in and 
ride, which he did at onee with the expression of many thanks. 

But it took no time at all to discover that the men in the wagon 
were members of a gang of desperadoes, and that so soon as the 
first auspicious moment should arrive they proposed to rob him. 
He attempted to get out but between protestations, and almost 
foree, he was prevented. Biding his time patiently, the moment 
arrived at last when he found himself enabled to jump out. Throw- 
ing off the mask, the men tried to cateh hin, but he eseaped and 
duly reached the Norway settlement. 

In that year, 1837, the Inlet settlement was enjoying a boom 
notwithstanding the panicky times everywhere present in finaneial 
matters. The land was reputed to be of the very best and but little 
of it had been taken up and *tdeeded.’? As a matter of fact when 
he reached **The Inlet,’ not an aere of the eonntry had been thrown 
into tharket, but it was expected to come im any day. 

My. Hillison walked to Bradford township. Almost the first 
piece of Jand he looked at, pleased him, and eomformably with 
custom, he proceeded to hedge it about with evidences of a claim, 
which were respected in those days. 

To get some more money, he worked for the settlers in the 
vicinity for wages which would raise a laugh to repeat at this point, 
until by saving every penny, he felt himself able to go ahead to 
make his first erop and abide its harvest. 
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His first evidence of establishing a elaim was tu erect a sud 
house on the quarter section which he enjoyed as his home until 
his death im the vear 1854. Subsequently he erected a fraine house 
near by which by reason of its clevation was a sort of landinark for 
the traveler for great distances around. 

This house attracted a family named Reinhart, then passing 
Melugin’s Grove further east on the Chicago road and the father 
drove to it and passed the might with Ommen. 

One member of that family, Miss Catherine I. Reinhart, 
attracted the eve of the young bachelor, and subsequently they were 
married. In 1850, Tenry W. 1hlhson, was born of that marriage, 
the first Norwegian ehild to be born in Lee county. Abr. Hillison 
lives today not far from the original homestead. And that home- 
stead is situated just across the road, north from the home farm of 
Reinhart Aschenbrenner, another son of Mars. Tfilhson, by a subse- 
quent marriage, and Reinhart Aschenbrenner owns the same old 
homestead today, one of the best pieces of land in Bradford tuwn- 
ship and in Lee county. 

Omimen's glowing accounts written back home attracted other 
Hardanger friends, especially those from Sofjorden, and they 
began coming to this country, invariably reaching Omimen’s house 
as an objective point. From ones and twos the numbers increased, 
in each instance, the Thillison home receiving and directing the 
strangers into new homes and as the seque] proved, very profitable 
ones. Not one of them left Lee connty, and thus in course of time, 
Lee county, and later, the village of Lee beeame the foeal point for 
the Tlardanger emigrant and from Lee the vounger generation 
went out into Towa, Wisconsin, the Dakotas, Minnesota until their 
niunber now is legion. Lee is regarded with almost as much vener- 
ation as the mother country. 

Among the party first to come to Lee county, were Lars Larson 
Risetter. the richest man in the county, when in 1907, he died, Lars 
Helgeson (Tillison) Maakestad, Helge Helgesen, Ingeborg Helges- 
datter. a sister of the last named who married Lars Olson Espe, 
Lars Olson Espe. Sjur Arneson Bly, Torgels Knudson Maakestad, 
Lars Larson Bly and Gertrude Helgestadder Lonning. ; 

From New York city, this little colony went up the river to 
Alhany in the vear 1847; by rail they went on to Buffalo: by lake 
they contimied on to Chicago where Ommen Hillison met them and 
brought them direct to his house in Bradford township, and an ox 
team from Chicago was the mode of transportation. They stopped 
over at Norway. 
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Subsequently Bly retuned to Chicago. Ingeborg returned for 
awhile to Norway, but subsequently she rejoined the Lee county 
colony. 

From the home of Ommen, these young men scattered, 
some to go to Sublette township; Lars Larson Risetter was among 
the number, others to Lee Center township and so on, to any place 
not far away, tu work and eam money with which to take up land. 
The first ambition was to become a landholder and a home builder. 
Tn making the trip from Norway, Lars Larson Risetter became 
the second Norwegian to enter Lee county and he truly was a 
remarkable man. With his first money he bought laud and built a 
log cabin on it. This was in Bradford township. Later he sold the 
place to a German who had come to join the thrifty class of 
emigrants who had began to settle in Bradford, and he removed 
over to the East End country, Alto township, to which point he has 
been followed by almost every Norwegian of Lee county and now 
Lee is the center of the colony. 

With every dollar Risetter got, he bought land, the very best 
land in the world. At his death he was buried at the Norwegian 
Lutheran chureh a mile and a half southwest of Lee. Ilis estate 
footed mp almost three quarters of a million of dollars. 

ILis two sons live at present in Beloit, Wisconsin, but very soon 
they expect to rettan to Lee. 

Espe who eame over with Lars Larson Risetter was a carpenter, 
and soon after his marriage, he built a frame house, the second to 
be built by a Norwegian in Lee county. 

Lars Larson Risctter’s log cabin was the third house to be built 
by a Norwegian. Tt wasa log cabin and was built ina single day. 

The first Norwegian to settle in Willow Creck, was Annund 
Hillison Lonning, the second sen of Helge and Ingeleif Amundson, 
who was born at South Bergen, Stift, Nomway, June 20, 1821. At 
home his first year’s wage was five dollars and clothing. Te went 
to work in Sublette township where Lars Larson Risetter’s 
brother-in-law was working, and he entered the employ of ‘Thomas 
Fessenden at 811 permonth. In 1852 he bonght for $200 the north- 
east quarter of seetion 15 in Willow Creek township, but still hired 
out for five vears after that. Ja 185 he began improving his land. 
Jn (857 he married Ingeborg Larson Maland, whe in 1855 had 
enngrated to Sublette. On June 25, 1896, he died. Mars. Thllison 
(Lonnine’) died Dec. 16, 1866. 

On the sume ship with Ma, Pilhson (Lonning) last mentioned, 
there came to America, two splendid voung Norwegians, named 
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Ole Vasvig and Omman Hill. These two voung men took land 
north of Franklin on what subsequently became known as ‘‘Nor- 
wegian [Hill,” by reason of the tragedy which befell the young men. 
Thev lived together in a log cabin. Under the bed they kept their 
little hoard in a box. 

One night men broke into the house and with their own axe 
killed beth the voung men in a shockingly brutal fashion, | ndi- 
cations pointed out that one was killed while asleep, but the other 
awakening and trying to defend himself was struck down dead at 
last. 

Several arrests were made for this shocking murder, along 
about 1554, but nothing ever came of them. The box was fingered 
by the bandits, as their bloody finger prints disclosed, but so far 
as could be aseertained, none of its contents had been taken. 

The records which have been preserved, show the emigration 
from Norway to Lee county to have been as follows: 

dn 1851, Ualdor Nelson Horland, Jacob Olson Rogde, living at 
Lee today, Haakon L. Risetter, brother of Lars Larson Risetter, 
Agatha Oldsdatter Espe, sister to L. O. Espe. 

In 1554 there arrived Amund O. Kragsvig, Wiglik P. Pederson 
Akre, Helge Pederson Maakestad, Johannes Pederson, Agatha 
Maakestad, Jaeob Pederson Blve, Helge Blye, Elsa Pedersdatter 
Blve, Christopher C. Kvalnes (Qualnes). 

Tu 1856 there came Sjur Qualnes, Jens C. Qualnes, Martha 
Qualnes, Brita Olsdatter Kvaestad, John Johnson Maakestad and 
Christian Sexe. 

In 1857 came Elias O. Espe, Peter O. Espe, Thomas Helgeson 
Lonning and wife. Synva, Amund Sexe, Halsdur G. Maakestad. 
Viking Gosendal and Einar Winterton. 

In 1858 came Ingeborg Olsdatter Hide, Einar Einarson Buer 
and wife, Johanna, Lars Salomonson Risetter and wife, Ragnilda, 
Sveu Isberg, Einar Vasvig, Mareretha Sandven, Ormond O. Lon- 
ning and wife, Christie, Hans Strand. 

In 1859 came, Ingebrigt Qualnes, Gvrie Qualnes, Sigri Qualnes, 
Christopher Ingebrigtson Qualnes, Gynie Qualnes and wife, nee 
Roede, and Peder Tjoflaat and family. [1 1860 came Nels Peder 
Maakestad. 

Tn 186-4 came Ole J. Prestegaard, now one of the richest men in 
the county, Lars Pederson Maakestad, Jacob Opheim, Arne 
Opheim, Lars Aga, Ole Aga, Daniel Wignes and Viking Winterton. 

Tn 1865 came Peder P. Hill and NKleng Osmondson. 

In 1866 came Conrad Knudson, Peder O. Hill. 
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But when [ come down later, space forbids further details. 
Those hardy old pioneers, coming from a country teeming with 
roses, have made the east end of Lee county blossom as tue rose 
indeed. Most of them are gone now, but the childyven, who still 
occupy the old homesteads, keep up the pretty old home customs in 
their home life. 

The Norwegians of Lee county are a very temperate, religious 
people. Both Willow Creek and Alto are dry towns notwithstand- 
ing the fact there are two villages in Willow Creck, Lee and Sear- 
bore, Nearly every Norwegian has a beautiful voice and the set- 
tlement is musical morning, noon and meht. 

Off amile and a half to the southwest, they have built a beautiful 
church. Just to indieate the musical tendency, ii this ehureh, out 
in the country, a $1,800 pipe organ has been installed. Just now 
too, the choir consists of fifteen voices; four sopranos, three altos, 
four tenors, four bass voices. 

The cemetery is close at hand and clustered around the ehureh 
so dearly loved in life, the men and the women who took this 
country as a wilderness and brought it ito a wealthy community, 
ave lying. One noticeable feature of this cemetery is the exquisite 
eare taken of it and the respect shown the memory of the dead by 
the erection of so many handsome monuments. 

Over to the northwest, another Norwegian Lutheran chureh has 
been built, and like the other to the southwest, it is erowded with 
worshippers every Sunday. Eight voices compose the choir in this 
beautiful chnreh, 

Another very noticeable feature of this Norwegian settlement 
is making itself felt and that is the universal enstom of sending all 
the children to school, then to the college or the university. Tn one 
fumily. | found three sons, all college professors, one in Tarvard, 
one at Northwestern, levanston, aud the other at another noted 
college which for the woment T have forgotten, 

The bank at Lee is owned largely by the Norwegians around the 
place: they contvoel it. Ite e@isines, Sli. Wok Bach, told ine that 
they held a majority of its stoek. It was organized so late as 
Nov. 14, 1903. Now its deposits are above $200,000. 

At the present moment. Lee is nnder village government. Mar. 
m. Me Makestad is theannyoer, aid wv very iiterent one too. Wie 
aldermen are Barney Jacobsen, George Beels, Sr.. Marshall 
Edwards, Tl. A. Plant, Oliver TTalsne and Rohert G. Nowe. The 
treasurer is F. A. Baeh and the elerk is Kinnie A. Ostewig, who 
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has coutributed mueh about the history of the east end of Lee 
county for this book. 

Lhe merchants largely are Nurwegiaus and they enjoy a won- 
derful prosperity. 

Lee believes in niunicipal ownership to a large extent. he 
village owns its own water plaut and it has the very best of fire pro- 
tection. Hydrants have been placed all over the city limits and a 
village fire departinent, of which Henry ide is chief, has kept the 
damage done by fires down to a tritle ever since the svstem was 
installed. 

In the year 1902 the place was visited by a devastating fire; it 
burned down the best part of the town. But with characteristic 
spirit the merchants replaced those burned, with splendid new briek 
buildings, and today Lee owns the best buildings of any of the 
smaller villages in Lee county. 

It has a splendid electric hight service, day and night wp te mid- 
night. Every ineh of town lot space has a neat cement walk in 
front of it. The streets are kept with exquisite cleanliness. 

One unusual condition exists in Lee—the county line runs right 
through the middle of the main street so that the west and larger 
part of the place is in Lee county and the eastern part is in Delxalb 
county. And forall these commendable conditions, the Norwegians 
of Lee county are to be thanked. 

In this day of the moter car, Lee is nothing belnnd. There 
are 150 machines tributary to Lee and Lee contains the largest 
garage and machine shops for repairing autos, in the county. Its 
proprietor, Swan Ostewig, draws trade in welding and vulcanizing, 
from a distance of thirty miles. 

T have taken considerable space to mention the village of Lee, 
beeause it is an unnsual place, suvreunded by an ummsual people. 

There are of course some big farmers, Americans and Germans, 
notably, J. M. Werrmann, a director of the hank at Lee, but the 
Norwegian verv large preponderates in the east end of Lee county. 


CHAPTER XI 
THE BENCH AND THE BAR OF OLD LEE COUNTY 


It is with emotions of pleasure I take my typewriter in hand to 
begin the story of the legal fraternity of Lee county. 

Nearly all of my young life was spent, as deputy eirewt clerk, 
in close touch with the lawyers of Lee county. And what a glori- 
ous flood of recollections sweeps over me the moment I trv to select 
the first one to mention! They almost kill themselves in the stam- 
pede to find expression first. 

Lee county always has had a strong bar. From Edward South- 
wick, the first lawyer, down to the present moment, the lawyers of 
Lee have been known all over the state as men of great ability. 

The lawyers of Lee have been a fearless lot of men too. How 
well do J remember the day the late Bernard H. Trusdell made a 
speech to a jury which was one of the most remarkable on record. 

A certain community which he represented had been over-rid- 
den by a Jawless lot of hoodlums. They had terrorized the com- 
munity until qnict, law abiding citizens became desperate and they 
called upon Bernard H. Trusdell to bring the evlprits to justice. 
Mr. Trusdell secured the indictment of certain members of the gang 
who had been especially vicious and Mr. Trusdell followed the 
case into association with the states attornev to give the prosecu- 
tion the benefit of his legal mind as well as the benefits of his per- 
sonal feelings in the case. 

When he came to conclude the arguments for the prosecution, 
did he appeal to those jurors to do their duty? Did he approach 
those twelve men in meckness, begging them to bestow a favor on 
the community? Did his words indicate that small favors might 
be accepted from that jurv by way of compromise in case of a 
possible disagreement? Never! In conclusion, he raised a 
clenched fist; his eves were aflame with indignation at the law- 
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lessness of the defendants and he told that jury something like 
this: ‘The members of this community were prescuted with two 
ways to treat this case. One was a proseention in court; the other 
was to administer the law themselves. They have chosen the for- 
mer and now we expeét vou to do vour duty as jurors. If you 
don’t then [Tl be one a shoulder a musket and with others, to 
settle it the other wa 

That jury gave ie Minne the limit and never more was 
that community molested by that or any other gang of law 
breakers. 

And what red letter davs were those when Myr. B. IL Trusdell 
locked horns with his brother, Abrain Ik. Trusdell, today the 
patriarch of Lee connty’s lawvers! Brilliant, profound, fearless, 
tactful, forceful, by the time these two giants had finished their 
case, nothmg had been overlooked; not a single question of fact; 
not a line of law had been forgotten. They gave and took. Some- 
times they rested on the verdiet, but more often, the ease was 
followed until the court of last resort had declared for one or the 
other. 

| have heard the old prosecutor, McCartney. of Sterling, say 
that when the Messrs. Trusdell were arrayed on opposite sides of 
a case, that that case was the best tried case he ever had heard 
and for one, he derived great profit in listening to the trial. 

TL dwell upon the names of these two gentlemen, not because 
they were so gentle and kind to me, who as a boy was charged with 
responsibilities which if neglected, would rightly subject me to 
severe criticisms, but because they were grand lawvers. 

[iow many times have | seen them peep over my shoulder 1m 
a pleasant, friendly way, to see if my summlouses and writs were 
issued correetly! Not in a evitical, pretentious, pedantic sort of 
way to rattle me aud then open on me with a battery of verbal 
artillery Them kiiew sa avell low to level at sia ponent hit 
friends. The older, Aly. B.11., was aman of magnificent physique ; 
of comnmanding appearance and vet with nie, his gentle ways always 
were sugeestive, aeconmpaied with his laving his arm hehthy across 
my shoulders; he never was impatient with me. And for the other, 
My. Abram W.. what cannot J say?) My preeeptor! How faith- 
fully he tutored me! TTow pleasantly he corrected niv atroeious 
answers to hypothetical questions! Tfow patiently too he guided 
ny hand through the intricacies of instructions and other docu- 
ments! And then there came the day when | must go to Ottawa 
for the barexamination! With the same fatherly interest, althongh 
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pressed for time, he left business to go with me to Ottawa and dress 
up ny eourage at critical times. And all for me. a boy of trifling 
abilities, heedless, inappreciative and slovenly. And too, he never 
eredited that important trip as one designed tor niy benefit. The 
rather, he made the remark casually that he too must go to Ottawa 
to make some motions. It is true he made many motions before the 
Supreme court on that momentous day, but the trip was made for 
my benefit; to see me through and he never left mv presence until 
the ordeal was passed and we had returned home. 

Those were the men who made the Lee eounty bay famous. Sueh 
nen gave it a name that must remain imperishable. Men afraid 
of no odds in a legal controversy, and vet in the midst of a battle 
who could say to a little boy: *' May I trouble vou just a minnte to 
hand me the files in this case ?"* TLow too would those older Lee 
coruty lawyers play jokes on one another: like boys almost. T ean 
remember one occasion when Joln Stevens, the writer's father, was 
compelled to go to Springfield on a case peuding before the 
Supreme court. Edward Southwick was of the party. Southwick 
was very dark. Soutliwick and Stevens were partners at the thine 
too, but when Mendota had been reached, and the passengers had 
gone into the dining room for dinner, Stevens whispered in the 
ear of the landlord that a separate table should be provided for 
Southwick. No specific reason was given more than to nod and 
make a remark about bis complexion. When Southwick attempted 
to take a chair with lis companions, the landlord took hin by the 
arin aud very gently hinted that he had provided a separate table 
for his colored guests. How the profanity did fly from Lawyer 
Southwick! 

Perhaps Ud better not repeat the story of the bet John Stevens 
made with E. B. Stiles at a banquet, to the effect that he. Stevens, 
could eat Stiles’ ovsters. Nor had I better tell the reason why he 
was able to win. I may say, however, that Stevens won his bet 
and ate Stiles’ oysters. 

Ktven the good old ¢cirenit judges knew how to langh. Can any- 
one ever forget the trial of that same Kk. B. Stiles for maintaimime a 
mnuisanee in the fon of a hog pen on Third street, right in the 
midst of a dense population? For reasons best kuown to hinself, 
Stiles defended himself without the assistance of counsel. Ile 
appeared armed witha verv exhaustive brief from which he quoted 
when he wished to emphasize a point. That famous brief was writ- 
ten by that prince of wits, Benjamin I. Shaw. 
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A inan named Tooke, a niee old gentleman, had the habit of 
asking for so many favors for his ‘‘Dixon Seminary” that he had 
made hinself tiresome to many. Stiles, when he bad reached a 
particularly strong point, affirmed his flight of oratory by opening 
his brief with great dignity and begging permission to refer to 
“Tooke on Bores.”’ 

Did Judge Heaton tine the defendant for contempt? Never! 
Like any other human being he laughed a good old-fashioned laugh 
that nearly split his fat sides. Aaron L. Porter, twice or thrice 
sheriff, once had an expericnee with a wheelbarrow, and right under 
the observation of that same Judge Heaton, and later in the trial 
when Stiles hada particularly obstinate bit of law to overcome, he 
opened up bis brief again and asked the court to refer to ‘‘ Porter 
on Barrows.”? Verily, never did court or counsel or defendant 
presenta day of such deheious hiner as the eclebrated Stiles Hog 
Case, in which the jury acquitted the defendant and at the same 
time presented hin with a purse of a dozen pennies with which to 
hire a lawyer for the next offense. 

From the very beginning of things, the services of Lee county 
lawyers were sought to go great distances to fight desperate cases. 
When the old Indian chief, Shabbona, found imself helpless to 
combat the plots and eounter plots of Bogus Gates and his coterie 
of experts, it was Edward Southwick whose serviees were sought 
by the old chief. And Soutlwick went over to Shabbona’s home in 
Delvalb county and cleaned out the Gates erowd so effectually that 
vo member of it ever dared annoy Shabbona thereafter. 

While William Smith, brother of the Mormon prophet, resided 
in Lee connty, he had heen quick to perceive the abilities of the 
lawyers of Lee county, so that when Joseph and Flyrnm Sith were 
thrown inte the Carthage jail, S. G. Patrick and Edward South- 
wiek, were sent for, post-haste, to defend them. Of conrse it is 
well known that the Smiths were shot without a trial, and before 
Patrick and Southwick could reach Carthage; but the point is 
iustrated when the fact has been stated that Lee county lawyers 
were sought, when what night have been the biggest case of the 
state’s history, was likely to be tried. 

For a time, Twas unable to determine who the first kiwyer was 
to locate in Lee county. Until the September term, 1842. when 
attorneys appeared for clients, the clerk did not name them; but at 
that time, when a new penmanship appeared ou the records, the 
reeord writer began the eustom of writing lis reeords thus: ‘fAnd 
now cones the plaintiff by t———., his attorney.”’ 
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Nevertheless, at the first term of the ciremt court, begun on the 
third Monday of April, 1840, quite unintentionally perhaps, I 
found the name of Edward Southwick, associated with W. W. Ful- 
ler, attorneys for the defendant sheriff in the case of Charles FH. 
Capman versus Aaron Wakelee. I. N. Balestier was attorney for 
the plaintiff. The latter was a Peoria lawver, Fuller was an Ore- 
gon lawver and Southwick was a Dixon lawyer. This led me to 
believe Southwick was the first lawver. Just when he came to 
Dixon is unknown, but it must have been about the vear 1856, 
beeause he was admitted to the bar of Illinois Nov. 25, 1836. Sub- 
sequent correspondence proves incontestibly that he was Lee 
county's first lawyer. 

On Noy. 4, 1840, Edward Southwick appeared in court, and on 
his motion, William W. Heaton was admitted to practice, and so 
was Walter Merriman, who does not seem to be known as a Lee 
county lawyer. This would inake hini the second lawyer. Shepard 
G. Patrick was admitted to practice, on the records of the clerk of 
the Supreme court, March 29, 1842, and the first time J found his 
name on the Lee county records, was under date May 4, 1845, when 
as senior member of the firm Patrick & Noble, he appeared in the 
Lee etreuit court. 

In the records for May 6, 1843, | find the name of Cyrus Cham- 
berlain, as master in chancery of Lee county. Tf he was a lawyer 
he would come next to Southwick, but no evidence exists that he 
ever practiced. Lorenzo Wood, who was admitted in Michigan, 
caine to Dixon in 1842. Although his name always was included 
asa member of the bar, he never practiced. The sane may be said 
of Roberts, of Roberts and Mackay. On Sept.11, 1843, T find also 
that Edward Southwick appeared in court aud on his motion, John 
V. Eustace was admitted to practice. 

Southwick seems to have led in practice from the begiuning, 
his name appearing in four-tifths of all the cases, as attorney for 
one side or the other. Other names, most of them unfamiliar, are 
Edwin R. Mason, S. A. Mason, Chase (was it George or Charles ?), 
May, Kellogg, Fraser, Wallace, Evans, Wells, states attorney. 
From the appearance of the dockets, one nnist decide that litigation 
was common. IT found one case whose term number was 111. 

But, to begin with, the first term of court, held in the sehool- 
house on the third Monday of April, 1840, was presided over by 
Jndee Dan Stone, of Galena. He will be remembered as the mem- 
her of the Legislature, who with Lineoln, signed what was designed 
to be a protest against a slavery resolution, passed by the lower 
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House. Aaron Wakelee, was sheriff; Shelton L. Hall, circuit 
attorney and George W. Chase, clerk. The grand and petit jurors, 
seleeted by the county commissioners and mentioned in another 
place, with few exceptions, appeared and were sworn in. Those 
of the grand jury panel, who did not appear, were Noah Bedee, 
David H. Birdsall and Peter T. Scott, and Judge Stone entered a 
rule on them to show cause why they should not be fined for con- 
tempt. | cannot find where they were fined, which makes it proba- 
ble that they purged themselves. 

Lee was attached to the Sixth judicial eivenit Jan. 15, 1840, and 
the times for holding courts were fixed for the third Mondays of 
April and September. The bonds of George W. Chase, clerk, 
2,000; Samuel Johnson, coroner, $2,000 and Aaron Wakelee, 
sheriff, $2,000, were brought into court and approved. 

There must have been at least forty-one cases on the first docket, 
beeanse one of that number, Charles Franks vs. Thomas H. Mareh, 
bill for injunction, was reached. 

The first case on the doeket was Jolm M. Kinzie, the famous 
Chicago man of the early days, vs. William Wilkinson, appealed 
from Smith Gilbraith, a justice of the peace. Lt seems that Kinzie 
appeared at neither trial and so he was called in epen court three 
times, and failing to appear, is appeal was dismissed, and the 
judement of the court below, according to the practice of that day, 
was affirmed. A procedendo was issued and the costs taxed—the 
first case in the fee book—were $4.17! .. 

Wile the Kinzie case was first on the docket, case number tive 
(5) was the first case in which a motion was made, at that term, 
entitled, William F. Bradshaw vs. James Dacey and Daniel Car- 
penter. Defendants asked to have the ease dismissed, and the 
motion was overruled, 

Seven indictments were returned by the grand jaw; the first 
was against Zachariah Phillips for keeping a gaming house; the 
second was against the sume party for keeping a billiard table; the 
third was against ide W. Tlamilten, for selhneg hquor without a 
heense: the fifth was against Caleb Talhmage (shades of Black- 
stone and went! Tt was Deacon Tallmage!) for selling liquor with- 
out a license: sixth, olm and Joshna Cutshaw, for selling liqnor 
withont Leense, and seventh against John 2B. Wilson, for forgery, 
counterfeiting and passing counterfeit money. 

Hanvlton, with a man named Chapman, ran a store in the orig- 
inal Jol Dixon house in 1836. Pheiy establishment was the first 
opened in Dixon. He is also reputed to have built the first 
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frame building in Dixon, a ttle affair which sat close to the east 
wall of the brick building on the alley, 'ivst street, between Ottawa 
and Galena avenues, owned by George Downing and occupied by 
the American Express Company and another tenant. 

Hamilton was found guilty and fined $10 and costs. Tallinage 
was found not guilty. The Cutshaws gave bond for their appear- 
anee and then defaulted it. 

At this term of court, the first ‘first’ naturalization papers 
were issued to Nelson Thurston, who declared lis intention to 
beeome a citizen. 

A special term was called for the first Monday of November, 
1840, at which the cases on the docket had 1un up te at least one 
hundred and eleven. 

Our old friend Itrederick R. Duteher, cut considerable of a 
figure at this term of court. THe and Smith Gilbraith were the two 
justices of the peace, elected at the first election held for the pur- 
pose and it secins he married a couple withont having a marriage 
heense. The ciremnstance must have ent a great figure in con- 
temporancons history, because he was indicted three tines at this 
term and once in May, 1845; hut he got away from it all after con- 
siderable htigation. A party named Knowlton was lis attomey. 
On Sept. 19, 1842, Michael Fellows, oy first recorder, first appears 
on record, He was made deputy cireuit clerk on that day hy G. W. 
Chase, the clerk. 

In 1856, James Ik. Edsall, who subsequently became Attorney- 
General of the state, came to Dixon from Wansas, where he had 
heen a member of the Legislature. . 

In August, 1855, a directory printed in a uewspaper called the 
Daily Whisper, contained the following list of Dixon lawyers: 
BR. R. Danna, John Stevens, John V. Enstaec, Heaton and Ather- 
fon, J... Mackay, 5... Patrick, Pregderik A. Sole and Edvard 
Southwick. Lorenzo Wood should be mehided, although he and 
Danna nor Soulé practiced actively. Wood, however, in 1849, had 
his sign out in Dixon, as a lawyer. 

In 1845, a correspondent writing for a Rockford paper, made 
the statement that there were six lawvers in Dixon. They were so 
far as known Edward Soutliwick, 8. G. Patrick, Silas Noble, Wil- 
liam W. Heaton, John V. Hustaee and Lorenzo Wood. 

Johu V. Eustace later, in 1856, became a member of the Levis- 
lature. He introduced a bill making a new cireit, whieh was 
passed and he heeame judge of that eiveuit from the ranks of Lee 
county attomeyvs. THe served until 1861, when Judge Williain W. 
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tleatun was elected. When the law establishing the appellate 
courts was passed, Judge Heaton was appoited to the appellate 
bench and became the first presiding Judge for the first, Chicago, 
district. Ile died in 1878, while in office and Judge John V. Eustace 
was elected to fill the vacancy. Judge Kustace died in office and 
Judge John D. Crabtree was elected to the office and very soon was 
elevated to the appellate bench for the second distriet. Le tou died 
mn office and Judge Farrand was elected to the office which he has 
held ever smee. Thus it will be seen Lee county has furnished a 
circuit Judge ever since the vear 1856, and an appellate court judge 
for two of the districts of the state. 

From the Lee county bar, Solomon Hicks Bethea was nade a 
Judge of the Umted States district court, in Chicago. Sherwood 
Dixon, S. A. Bethea, Charles B. Morrison and William B. Sterling, 
all occupied the position of United States distriet attorney, the first 
three for the northern district of Thmois and the last named for 
the State of South Dakota. 

Wilham Barge too was one of the big lawyers of Hlmois. Le 
enjoyed a very large practice and was known the state over asa 
lawver of great learning and power. To come to the present bar of 
Lee county, it ranks as it always has ranked. The present dean 
is Abram Ix. Trusdell, who las retired from active work to enjoy 
i competency he has reserved from a large and aetive practice. 
The firm name is Trusdell, Smith and Leech. My. Clyde Smith has 
fought and won in the highest courts, and that too, lately, some of 
the most important causes which have come before them. Mr. Wil- 
liam I, Leeeh, the Junior partner, resides in Amboy. 

In the celebrated Miller ease, Mar. Clyde Smith won the dis- 
tinction of securing in the laws of evidenec, a new rule, of sneh im- 
portance and poteney that not only has it heen adopted as a leading 
‘vase On ‘handwriting,’ but all text books have mneerporated it im 
thetr new editions. The law sehools too teaeh evidence of **hand- 
writing by cotparison,”” from the prineiples Mi. Suith estab- 
lished in the Miller ease. This case today enjovs as mueh fame 
as the celebrated ‘‘rule in Shellev’s ease’’ enjoved of old. 

Viran A. Brooks and Clarence C. Brooks, as Brooks & Brooks, 
enjov an extensive business. Ma. TT. A. Brooks is regarded as one 
of the strongest trial lawyers in Winois at this period. J. W. 
Watts, who is the head of the law school, is most deeply eared in 
the Jaw. and he is known far and wide. The eraduates from his 
Law school occupy tnportant positions before the bar in half the 
states of the Union and several others are upon the state and 
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national benches. Still others are today United States attorneys. 
Reeently the alunini of Ins school formed themselves inte a society 
and many met in Dixon to enjoy a banquet. 

Henry 8. Dixon and George C. Dixon, as Dixon & Dixon, sons 
of Sherwood Dixon and great grandsons of John Dixon, occupy 
prominent positions as lawyers. Their father was recognized as 
one of the foremost lawvers of his time, and they enjoy the heritage 
of that naine as well as the support and confidence of a large chent- 
age, made up largely of big corporations, like the Hlinois Central 
and Northwestern steam railroads and the local [ntva Mural Sur- 
face railroad between Dixon and Sterling, as well as our big TIhi- 
nois Northern Utilities Company. As suecessors of the finn Dixon 
(Sherwood) & Bethea, Morrison & Bethea, and Morrison, Bethe: 
& Dixon (H.S.), Messrs. Dixon € Dixon came nite a tine practice. 
One thing ts most remarkable about these firms; Sherwood Dixon, 
S. H. Bethea and Charles B. Morrison, in the erder named, were 
miade United States district attorneys for the northern district of 
Mhnois, from continuations of the same partnership. Edward Tf. 
Brewster is in the enjoviment of a splendid practice. Associated 
with tim is his brother, Charles W. The fomner was states attor- 
nev and is the legal adviser of the cement company, the biggest of 
its kind in the country. When big corporations want good lawyers 
they have been tn the habit of selecting Dixon lawvers. For vears 
Mr. John E. Erwin has taken the position ef a leading erlninal 
lawyer of THineis. During the past vear he has handled three of 
the most noted ¢riminal cases of the state. Two of them were des- 
perate. Probably for blood curding atrocity, the Doctor Webster 
ease will rank first for long years to come and in each ease he not 
only got his men off with their lives, but in one mstance he secured 
the liberty of his client. 

Lee connty has been fortunate in its public prosecutors, espe- 
cially with Messrs. Charles B. Morrison, Edward H. Brewster, 
Charles TT. Wooster and Harry Edwards. These gentlemen made 
ereat reputations. Ma. Wooster lives in Amboy and he enjoys one 
of the largest practices in the connty. George P. Goodwin was 
another of the old time hig lawyers of Lee county. When le 
became commissioner of the land department for the Chieago and 
Northwestern railroad, he left aetive practice. On his death, Judge 
Crabtree took the position, but preferring active practice he 
returned to Dixon and later wags elected state Senator and then 
elreuit judge. 
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James IX. Kdsall was clected state Senator first and that office 
was nade the stepping stone to the more important one of Attor- 
ney-General which he held for two terms. In that office he made a 
great name as a Jawver and in the United States Supreme court 
records, his name will be found assvciated with some of the noted 
hnoeis htigation, While in Dixon he was employed by the son of 
Lewis Clapp to fight the will of that testator. Judge Eustace pre- 
sided and he decided in favor of My. ldsall’s contention to the 
effect that an executor could not be endowed with the discretionary 
power given in this will. Thus an estate of something like half a 
nullion dollars, passed to the son imstead of to the erection of an 
agricultural college. Lewis Clapp, at Ins death, was the richest 
man in Lee county. 

For eareful and very able effort in the management of cases, 
Messrs. Wingert & Wingert have no superiors before this or any 
other bar. Their defense, last summer, of Drv S. ML Green, indicted 
for manslaughter, was generally admitted to be one of the master- 
pieces of trial work. The jury acquitted Doctor Gveen. But what- 
ever the case may be, common law, chancery or criminal, they are 
the same clear, close and able men and by the time the case has been 
digested, it is safe to say not one solitary point has escaped their 
observation and study. The statement that they are splendid law- 
yers will bear repetition many tines. 

John P. Devine is walking rapidly to the front as a lawyer ot 
the first abilities. Last vear he was clected representative in the 
General Assembly and what is unusual for a new member, he was 
placed upon the most important committees in the House. To hin 
Governor Dunne looked for support in the many trying emergen- 
cies Which arose and in not one single instance did Mie. Devine err 
in judgment or waver in his support of the Governor’s efforts to 
pass reform bills. His remarkable record has given him a com- 
manding popwarity and imflnence in the state. 

Albert HL. Tlanneken, one of the vounger members of the bar, 
has reached a strong position ima marvelously short period. IlLis 
practice already reaches the volume that many of the old time 
practitioners never realized to they very last days. 

At one time iv his career, a erhiinal had been charged with the 
comission of an offence from whieh no eseape seemed possible. 
Ife had participated in the theft of a valuable automobile. He 
had been caught ved handed. dn assigning him counsel, it was 
assumed as aidmatter of course he world be convicted and so would 
make a fit subject for one of the vounger lawyers to practice on. 
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Accordingly Mr. Hanneken was selected. To everybody’s aston- 
ishment he selected his Jury with a discretion and a vim that indi- 
eated a fight of the first magnitude. Over a day was consumed in 
the trial of the case and when the jury returned their verdict, it 
aequitted My. Hanneken’s client and convicted the co-defendant. 
Other incidents at the same term happened, Just as important and 
to the average layman, just as imusnal. That ended abruptly. Ma. 
Hanneken’s apprenticeship and today he oecupies a position which 
is impregnable. 

City Attorney Mark C. Keller, by reason of a long list of special 
assessment cases, and the successful management of them, has won 
the reputation of being one of the strongest lawyers of the bar. 
It is his privilege to boast that he never has been beaten in one of 
his cases, 

Mr. Grover W. Gehant is the voungest member of the bar today. 
In most instances it is the experience of young lawyers to wait long 
and patiently for business. Mr. Gehant is a notable exception to 
this rule. In less than a vear’s time he found himself engaged in 
some of the biggest cases on the calendar. By reason of the long 
illness of Mr. A. C. Bardwell, the master in chancery, in whose 
office Mr. Gehant had become installed, it fell to his lot to unravel 
some of the knottiest problems the chancery docket presented and 
he did it ina masterful wav. Net results: he was immersed in busi- 
ness immediately. 

IT cannot overlook Arthur G. Tarris, John B. Crabtree and Wil- 
liam H. Winn. 

Our voungest lawyer is John J. Armstrong: but he is the best 
developed voungster in this county of Lee. 

Judge Robert H. Seott, county judge, never has sought active 
practice. He has contented liinself with his official duties. 

Messrs. A. C. and Henry C. Warner enjoy the largest probate 
practice in the circuit. The senior member in his vounger days was 
deputy county and cireuit clerk and deputy treasurer and it is not 
saving too much to pronounce him the best probate lawyer im 
Northern Thinois. 

And here is another phenomenon which the Lee county bar 
presents. I may safety challenge any other county to reproduce 
another such mstance. 

Down in the southeast township of this county a little village 
of perhaps six hundred souls, stands. It is suvyveunded by a land 
virtually flowing in milk and honey. Its people are wealthy, alnost 
to the last person. 
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In that contented, law-abiding community is stationed Charles 
F. Preston, the lawyer who enjovs the most Inerative practice in 
Lee county. By sheer abihty, honesty, sobriety and industry, he 
has won this brilliant distinction and 1 beg to assert that he has met 
for years, foemen worthy any warrior’s steel. Three counties, Lee, 
LaSalle and Dekalb, pay tribute to nm ahnost reverentially. 

Purposelv T have reserved this place for one of the best loved 
men who ever lived in this comniunity. The first letter of his name 
is the first in the alphabet. and 1 suppose I should have begun with 
him. As one of the very first of our citizens, [ suppose I should 
have selected his name as number one. As a continuous resident 
of Dixon since 1854, how may | excuse this delay? In delaying 
this httle reference, | may have shown wretched taste. But T am 
sure the reader will not eonviet me. 

Jason (, Avres has been a member of the Lee county bar for 
long vears. ]HTe never has practiced actively, because of the large 
interests which vear after vear have engaged his attention other- 
Wise. 

Nevertheless, he never has permitted himself to get bexond hail- 
ing distance frem his brothers. 

He is president of the Dixon National Bank. He is a large 
real-estate holder. In the process of building up his large fortune, 
others reposed such confidence in hin and his Judement that drafts 
for amounts almost unhnnted, drawn by Mr. Avres, would have 
been honored at sight. Ot sneh inen, the Lee county bar and the 
Lee county people are proud, 

Thirty-seven vears ago a couple of youngsters fron Lee county 
presented themselves before the Supreme court for the bar exami- 
nation, Their pulses van high. They passed. Both hve in Lee 
cotty today. One lives in Ainboy, one in Dixon. The first is my 
very dear old friend, J. te. Lewis, tried and trne and generous; the 
dean of Ambov’s lawvers. And there too may be found Charles H. 
Wooster, P.M. James, Charles E. ves and William L. Leeeh, able, 
strong, sneeessful; the two Charles—hovhood friends as true as 
atecl. 

Numbers never made things better. Amboy ranks second to 
Dixon munerieally, but in Amboy will be found a httle eity with as 
many loval, roval people, man for man, as in any community under 
the sun, and of those people, vou will pardon me if, with my hfe- 
time of association with J. FE. Lewis, Charles FI. Wooster and 
Chatles 1. [ves menihers of the Lee county bar, 1am drag 
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little closer towards them and reserve for them a few more words, 
before [ sav good bye. 


ATTORNEXS Ol TARE LEE COUNTY BAR 


Charis i. bees, FP, Mi aines J. 1c, Lewis, Willis J, Joeceh, 
=. 6. Pool, Chimes 1. Wooster, Ainbny; Jason C. Ayres, A. C. 
Bardwell, 14. H. Brewster, Charles W. Brewster, Hiram A. Brooks, 
C. C. Brooks, John B. Crabtree, Henry 8S. Dixon, George C. Dixon, 
John P. Devine, Jolin E. Kiwin, Harry Edwards, Grover WW. 
Gehant, M. J. Gannon, Jr.. A. G. Harris, A. H. Hanneken, Mark U. 
Jellies, A.W. Ibeland, Cliries B. Morrison, J. F. Palmere yy. fF’. 
Preston, Clyde Sinith, Robert TH. Seott, J. O. Shaulis, Harvey 
Sindhnger, A. Kk. Trusdell, A. C. Warner, J. W. Watts, KE. E. Win- 
sert, Willinir H. 3Vimn, Henry (. Warier, ison: J. WMicHale, 
Charles F. Preston, Paw Paw. 


CHAPTER. Xl 


THE LEE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES AND 
FAIRS 


With the fluctuations of human interest and the caprice of the 
people who raise up interesting features and then when surfeited, 
like an old plaything, throw them away, the county fair may be 
classed as a creature created and reared and supported in luxury, 
and then abandoned. Twice since the first society was started July 
14, 1858, it has languished and has been revived, the last time by the 
citizens of Amboy, undcr whose fostering care it seems hkely to 
live on forever, as it should, because the county fair is an mstitu- 
tion of the greatest value to a community as an educator and as a 
playground. During the infaney of the county, Willam H. Van 
Epps was the tower of strength which supported the first fairs ever 
held in Lee county. 

Mv. Van Epps was a man of great wealth, of boundless enthu- 
siasin when it came to matters of agriculture or the welfare of 
Dixon and Lee county. He was the first president of the first fair 
association and his energy made the old fairs the tremendous 
successes that they were. 

Who is there who can remember back into the fifties, who will 
forget the old fair grounds located just eastward from the ceme- 
tery? The eastern portion of the present cemetery was once the 
western extreme of that old fair ground. Hveu well along into the 
sixties the old fair grounds were mighty familiar to the people of 
the county and to every school child as well. 

Tn those days it was the custom to admit the children to the fair 
on the big day, during cach session and to the most of us those days 
were the red letter days of eur lives. The side shows then were 
part of the fair, The barker flourished in all his Tuxuriousness. 
The sword swallower delighted the kids; the snake charmer either 
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frightened or awed them into dreadful silence. The fat wou 
und the fortune teller hied the unwary or dchghted the wisephis- 
ticated. Oh! What glorious old days those were to us kids! 

And dont vou remember the day the body of the jewelry ped- 
der was found in the woods by boys in a sad state of decomposi- 
tion? The poor fellow was wurdered by his partner. They went 
into the woods to cut cerotched supports for their tent stall and 
after the supports had been cut, the axe was used to cleave his skull, 
and so the poor fellow was buried where his decayed body was 
found and there his dust rests today. Until very recently, I knew 
the spot so well T could find it in the meht time. The ttle mound 
remained there to indicate the spot, so late as the year 1875. 

And in that old fair ground the Thirteenth Regiment of Dh- 
hnois Volunteers camped and the buildmes were used for barracks 
until one Sunday morning the boys marched out to the fife and the 
dru to take the Mhnois Central trains provided for thei trans- 
portation to the theatre of war, as has been ptetured so faithtully 
by Mis. S.S. Dodge in another part of this book, 

Largely through the efforts of Mir. Van Epps, the first county 
agricultural society was formed and in the vear 1858, the first fair 
wae held in the old fair #rounds ven the cenietery. As have 
stated, William It. Van Epps was the first president of the society 
and in this connection it may be stated also that he was viee-presi- 
dent of the state soricty diving the vears 1859 aid 1860. At the 
next biennial election he was made president of the state society. 
The other officers for the first vear were: James Co Mead, recording 
secretary: James A, ITawley, financial secretary; Wiltain Butler, 
tiasirer; A. KR. Whitiey of Irani Grove: Joseph TT, little on 
Dixon, F. AW. (oe of Palmira, Abrain Brown of South Pixon, Wile 
liam Uhlof Dixon, Lorenzo Wood of Dixon, Seth tL. Whitmore of 
Dixon, Hiram Perry of Dixon and John Moore of Dixon, comprised 
the executive conmnttee. 

The officers of the society for 1859 were: President, William H. 
Van Kppe: viee preaidoits, Worac Preston. Anbor, Thomas ge 
Hulbert, Bradford: John Wh. Robison, Brooklwn; Charles Brackett, 
Cinna: Aosen Thides, Wisi oh. +L olin enti ae 
MeManus, Harnton; Lewis Clapp, lee Center; John T. Philips, 
lgasion: Tt 2B, Vicle: Mise A, Do Njon, Palmyra. heamolds: 
Reynolds; Wesson Tolton, Willow Creek, and Hiram Terry, Wyo- 
mine; treasurer, Henry T. Noble; recording seeretary, Charles V. 
Tonney; corresponding secretary, Joseph T. Little; executive cou 
inittee, A.W. Whitney, FLW, Coe, Seth IT. Whitniere, Jatin Moare, 
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H. E. Williams, John Dement, Charles Hansen, Charles Gardner 
and William Butler. 

The second fair began its session on Monday, Oct. 10, 1859, and 
continned with increasing interest, the entire week. The weather 
was pleasant. with the exception of the second day when it was 
rainy. with a cold east wind. ‘The erowds in attendance were very 
large. , 

There were 167 entries of cattle; 269 of horses; 86 of swine; 75 
of sheep; 141 of farm products; 44 of poultry; 53 of agricultural 
implements; 63 of fruits and flowers: 65 of preserves and jellies ; 
49 of domestic manufactures ; 29 of household fabries: 63 of paint- 
ines and drawings; 112 of houschold implements; 38 of mechanic 
arts; 16 plowing mateh; 9 ladies’ equestrianship, and 16 misecel- 
laneous. 

There was paid out for 1858 premium disbursements, $75.50; 
1859 premiums, $1,448.60. What a jump! Expense account. 
$1,921.58; cash balance, $71.15: total, $3,516.83. 

So that it will be seen at once, after the first vear’s experiment, 
there was a tremendous interest manifested in the fair by the 
people of the county. Among the notable exhibits shown was the 
collection of Doctor Everett’s geological and natural history speci- 
mens, all the produet of the Rock river valley. Hon. James Shaw 
of Mount Carroll also exhibited his very large colleetion of geolog- 
1eal specimens. 

The plowmakers, Andrus and Bosworth of Grand Detour, mak- 
ine the Grand Detour plows, and John Dement, making the John 
Dement plow, made very attractive exhibits at this fair. This 
shows that thus early in the history of the county and city, Col. 
John Dement was a manufacturer of plows. And it nay as well 
he said in this connection, that when he discontinued making them, 
John Deere, of Moline, personally came to Dixon and hired all of 
the Colonel’s plow makers to go to Mone and work for the Deere 
comlmpally, 

Colonel Dement always exhibited at the state fairs, and | have 
before me the report of one fair at Springfield in which Colonel 
Dement’s plows were paid a very igh compliment. In the face 
of the strongest possible competition, he was awarded the first 
premiuns over everything else. For over twenty vears lis plows 
stood at the head of the list. 

Mr. John Courtright also had at this second fair a sorghmn mill 
which he operated on the grounds and which attracted great 
attention. 
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Hon. James Shaw, of Mount Carroll, made the address. 

During the year several new buildings were built: an editor’s 
hall, art hall, dining hall, farm produets hall, ticket and treasurer's 
office, seeretary’s office, a public wash room and a grand stand to 
seat 1,000 persons. Over in the stock department, the namber of 
bindings was doubled. 

“Tins year must have been one of severe drought, because Mv. 
Little speaks about the fine and very large line of exlnbits in the 
face of the severe dvonght of the summer aud fall. 

The first vear’s fair, notwithstanding its marking the beginning 
of the annnal meetings, was a success; so nmeh so that the offieers 
felt warranted in going forward with the extensive improvements 
whieh I have mentioned. These fairs grew i interest for several 
years when the vast drain of our resources by the demands of the 
Civil war killed the faivs pretty generally over this part of the 
state, this one included. 

On dime 2, 1870, another fair association, called the Dixon Park 
Association, bought extensive grounds just west of town where a 
fine set of splendid buildings were erected and where a fine half 
nile track was biult. 

The fais in the latter grounds were well attended for ten vears. 
The races bronght large nnmbers of horses to the track and the fair 
Was a money maker. But with the prohilition of pool selhng and 
the decline of interest in fais, this one languished and died, and no 
further efforts at holding a county fair were expended until three 
years ago when William 1. Leech, of Amboy, interested a manber 
of friends and in the beantiful Green River park, which the city 
generously loaned for the purpose, the first fair was held. It was 
a great snecess froin the start. The second vear was a greater 
snecess and the preseit vear was a veeord breaker. Its affanrs are 
managed by a board of directors and they are eleeted by the stock- 
holders of the association, 

Oh! ves, [ had forgotten to note the fact that the first grounds 
hada first class half nile track, forty feet wide. 

For more of the Ambov Fair Association, the reader should 
read the very interesting aecount, ‘ Ainboy of 'Poday.”’ by Mr. P. 
A}. -Jenmes. 
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OLD SEMINARY IN BLUFEP PARIS 


CELA PER elit 
THE DIXON SCHOOLS 


John Kk. Robison, later of Melugin’s Grove, was the first school] 
teacher in Lee county, and a Miss Butler, who caine over from 
Buvean county, was the next. Both tutored the children of Myr. 
Dixon, Mr. Robison in 1833 and Miss Butler, later. For a time 
it was the eustom of the Dixons to send their children up to the 
Kellogg’s place in Buffalo Grove to be tutored, and then in turn 
the Kellogg children would be sent to the Dixon home. The chil- 
dren of the two families thus were tutored together. 

Jn the vear 1837, a schoolhouse was built on the lot just east 
of the Mis, P. P. Starin residence, southeast corner of Fourth 
street and Crawford avenue. ‘This building was paid for by private 
subseriptions from the thirteen fainilies then living here. The 
building was a frame one-story building twenty by thirty feet, and 
later was moved to the let on the southwest corner of Ottawa 
avenue and the alley known as Truman court or alley runing east 
and west between First and Sceond streets. In the latter location 
it was used later as courthouse, town hall, ineeting-house, ete. 

Tn 1838 H. Bicknell taught this first school until about the 
sununer vacation of 1840. During the vear 1840, one Mr. Bowen 
taught the school, but an indiscretion shortened his stay. (There 
were others.) One day he notitied his pupils to come early, as he 
had a great natural curiosity to show them. Next morning he 
climbed through the seuttle and in the character of a bear he eut 
all sorts of capers. Lninediately the boys set upon him with chibs 
and poles and that ended Mv. Bowen's school teaching davs. 

Beginning with the fall temm of 1841 and extending to the 
spring term of 1842, Wilham W. Heaton, later ciremt judge. 
taught this school. During the tutelage of those gentlemen, 
Orlando and Jane Anne Herrick, (later Mis, Col. H. T. Noble), 
George Foote (of Hazelwood), and Mrs. Daniel B. MeKenney. are 
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among the pupils known to have attended. During the summer of 
1548, Miss Ophelia Loveland, (later Mis. J. B. Brooks) taught this 
district school which included both sides of the river and upstream 
as far as Stephen Fuller's. (Fuller's cave.) 

The teacher's compensation from tuition generally was paid in 
pork, corn, potatoes, fowls, ete. 

Mr. O. BF. Ayres was a director during the icumbency of Judge 
Heaton. The latter had flogged a boy; the enraged parents pro- 
posed a flogging for the stripling, Heaton, but as in other cases of 
the sort, the stripling was not touched, and Mr. Ayres and the 
stripling averted a scene. 

During the vear 1844, by reason of a sale of the lot, John Van 
Arnam claimed the building as a part of the realty, and he declared 
his intention of keeping it. 

John Hogan, later a menber of Congress from St. Louis, orig- 
inated a plan for the removal of the building. Aaron L. Porter, 
Judge Heaton, and Nathaniel G. 1L. Morrill, were conspicuous aids 
and during the night the building was removed a safe distance 
from the lot and saved. That was a famous old building in its day; 
so famous, indeed, that [ have copied verbatim, the late Dy. Oliver 
Everett’s story of it: 

“Tn looking over, recently, some old papers, ] came across the 
subseription paper for building the first schoolhouse in Dixon, 
and have thought that it wonld not be without interest to many of 
your readers. The paper was got up in Jannary, 1837, and con- 
tains many names familiar to the old settlers. The subseription 
paper reads as follows : 

‘We, the subseribers, agree to pay the stuns severally attached 
to our names, for the purpose of erecting a sehoolhouse in the 
town of Dixon. Said schoolhouse shall be for the teaching of 
primary sehools, and shall be open for religious meetings of all 
denominations, when not oeeupied by the schools. 

“Said house shall be one story high and at least forty feet by 
twenty on the ground, and shall contam two reoms which shall be 
connected by a door or doors, as may be thought proper. 

“Phe subseribers shall meet on Monday, the 20th day of Febru- 
ary next, at 6 0’clock, P. M., and choose three trustees to superin- 
tend the building of said house. The trustees shall lave power to 
collect the money subseribed, contract for and purehase materials 
for said house, and employ workmen to build the same. They shall 
vee that it is done in a plain, workmanlike manner, so faras the 
funds shall warrant. 


THE FIRST BRICK RESIDENCE, DIXON 


Built in 1846 by Horace Preston. On east side Peoria Avenue, uenr First Street 
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‘“Names—James P. Dixon, $25; Oliver Everett, $25; John 
Wilson, $25; Caleb Tallmadge, #20; J. B. Barr, $10; Samuel 
Leonard, #5; Jacob Rue, $5; B. B. Brown, $5; Samuel Gatten, $5; 
Edwin Hine, #5: Elijah Dixon, $15; Hivam P. Parks, $10: John Q. 
Adams, 10 cents, (Expunged) ; Seth D. Brittain, $20, (Lf he settles 
here); Lemuel Huff, 815; Alanson Dickerman, $5; John Sinder, 
$5; H. Martin, $5; W. P. Burroughs, $15; John Dixon, $20; b. 8. 
Boardman, $10; A frend, #5; M. MeCabe, $10: Allen Wiley, 
$10; J. W. Hamilton, $5; George L. Chapman, $5; W. H. Rowe, 
S10; J. W. Dixon, $10; EW. Covell, $25; EK. A. Statia, $5: 5. . 
Johnson, $10; Robert Murray, $10; Samuel . MeClure, $15; Mars. 
E. N. Hamilton, $15; Horace Thompson, 85; Mrs. R. Dixon, 830; 
L. D. Butler, $5; W. L. Dixon, $5; Mis. A. Tallnadge, $5; Mas. A. 
iH. Barr, $10; J. Miphr. $10; N. W. Brown, $5; 8. 80. Bowman, 
$10; John Richards, $10; C. F. Wubbard, #5: W. W. Graham, $5: 
tT. L. Fiubbard, $5: John Carr, #5; George Kip, $5; William 
Graham, $5. 

“Tt will be noticed that many of the subscribers were persons 
living some distanee in the country and of those who came to the 
county during the next season. The reason that Father Dixon’s 
name was not at or near the head of the list, is, that he was away 
that winter to Vandalia, then the capital of the state. It may also 
be noticed that the matter dragged somewhat, as such enterprises 
often do, and the ladies took it up, Mrs. Dixon giving the largest 
subseription on the list, and Mes. Tlannlton a generous amount. 
Avain. it may be noticed that one John Q. Adams, not our present 
John Q. Adams, but an nnworthy bearer of a great name, mm sub- 
seribing, put two 00 where the dollars onght to have been, making 
his subscription but ten cents. When his attention was called to it 
he said it was just as he intended to have it. His name was dealt 
with as was fashionable at that time: it was expunged. 

“The old house was built during the summer of 1837, of the 
size and form specified in the subseription paper, about twenty 
rods west of the cemetery, on or near lot one, block sixty-nine, now 
oceupied by Harvey Snuth. [twas built perfeethy plan, without a 
cormee, and enclosed with undressed oak siding and a hard weod 
shingle roof. The imside consisted of two rooms, one six feet hy 
twenty extending aeross the end of the building, serving as an 
entrance way or vestibule to the main reom, which was tweity by 
thirty-four feet. with three windows on cither side and one at the 
end of the room opposite the entrance. Tt was plastered on the 


inside with a single coat of coarse brown mortar, and was warned 
Vol, I—12 
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during winter with a wood five in a large box stove. In 1889 it was 
moved down on the north end of lot 5, block 17, on the west 
side of Ottawa street, just sonth of the residence of Doctor Nash, 
now occupied by Daniel Mehemey, fronting to the north upon the 
alley. There it reniained for several vears and was used for school- 
house, meeting-honse, and courthouse (the first three terms of the 
ciremit court of Lee comuty were held in it) ; elections and political 
meetings and conventions were held i it, and it was always ised 
for whatever other purpose the people night congregate. 

The old sehoolhouse was very plain, rongh and nninviting to 
look upon, but there are many recollections associated with it which 
are always dwelt upon by the early settlers with great interest, and 
should make the memory of it dear to the people of Dixon, It was 
within its rough brown walls that the venerable and revered 
Bishop) Chase, then senior bishop of the American Episcopal 
Church, first preached to the scattered members of lis fold as were 
hereabont, and broke to them the bread of the sacrament, and 
where Rev. James DePui, a man of rare culture and gentle, and 
geiial social qualities, preached for more than twelve months. It 
was there that the Methodist and Baptist churches of this place 
were formed and mtured in their infancy. The Rey. Dv. Hiteh- 
cock and the Rev. Philo Judson, who for nearly half a century have 
been among the foremost laborers in the great and beneticent organ- 
ization to which they belong, then in the vigor of early manhood, 
each preached his two vears there. The Rey. Thomas Powell, a 
devoted missionary of the Baptist denomimation, well known 
mnong the early settlers of no imMeousiderable portion of the state 
for his indefatigable and faithful service in the rehgious mterest 
of the people, then often living remote from each other, and either 
destitute or but poorly supplied with competent religions teachers, 
often held sexvices in the old schoolhouse, and offielated at the 
formation of the Baptist Chureh of Dixon. Also the Rev. Burton 
Carpenter, the remembrance of whose labors here is cherished by 
miuiy of the old settlers, and who, in the high standing he after- 
wards attained in the denomination te which he belongs, and ma 
life of great usefulness in another part of the state, has not dis- 
appointed the expectations of his early friends, commenced Iis 
labors in the ministry and preached about three vears in this same 
old schoolhouse. During neatly the whole time religious services 
were held in the old schoolhouse, the Methodist and Baptist congre- 
gations occupied it alternate Sundays, the Methodist clergyman 
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preaching at Inlet Grove or Sugar Grove, and Aly. Carpenter at 
Buffalo Grove the intervening Sabbaths. 

“in the gine of Jet0, there was a -caivention of the wie 
party of the Jo Daviess representative district which embraced the 
whole northwestern part of the state, held at the schoolhouse, and 
Thonits Drmnaimond, known in this generation as Judge Drnimn- 
mond of the United States court at Chicago, then a voung huwyer 
of Galena, was nominated as a eandidate for member of the House 
of Representatives in the State Legislature. Ile represented an 
extent of territory now constituting nearly two congressional dis- 
mies. Amie the teachers 1 the old schoolhouse was tlie lite, 
fmented WV. W. Fleaton, who the citizens of Dixon have scen 
rise by his industry and legal aequirements frou the schoohnaster’s 
chair to the bench. 

‘‘In the beginning of the year 1845, the Methodist church was 
finished and dedicated and the courthouse was so far completed 
that the courts were held in it and it was used for religious and 
political meetings, and the old schoolhouse fell mite comparative 
disuse. 

“Sometime during the vear 144, it began te be noised about 
that John Van Arnam claimed the old schoolhouse as his property, 
as he had purchased the lot upon which it stood, One day the 
people were notified that upon a tap on their windows the mght 
following. thev unght know that they were wanted at the school- 
house, and the Jess said about it the better, Upon arriving there we 
found it surrounded by a great crowd, busy at work. Some were 
raising the building with crowbars and levers, others adjusting 
planks and rollers under the sills. There was that priace of movers 
of old buildings, N. G. 1. Morrill, as usual directing operations, not 
eiving authoritative orders to others, but by taking hold and show- 
ing them how, by doing the major part of the work himself. The 
industrious crowd tugged away in silence or talking in whispers 
or suppressed tones, now moving the heavy oak building au iach or 
two and again making a more fortunate meve and getting ahead 
several inches or one or two feet, until it was thonght the building 
was entirely over the edge of the lot. but by pacing from the street 
and mmaking observations in the dark, it was thonght best to give it 
just another little shove to make the thing sure. Soe all took hold 
with a will, and the old schoolhouse began to move again upon the 
rollers and made a lunge of twelve or fifteen feet, creaking and 
groaning as it went, as if couseious of the ignoble uses of trade to 
which it was destined, for the time eame—iny pen grows shaky as [ 
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write it— when it was used tor Hquor selling. Upon this last move 
of the old schoolhouse every tongue seemed loosened, and all gave 
vent to their satisfaction in a wild shout ov cheer, which rang 
through the darkness and by its heartiness (so { was informed) 
quieted the feavs of some of the ladies whose husbands bad at the 
tap on the window so mysteriously bouneed ont of bed and left 
them without saving a word. About this time, Ma. Morrill npon 
a vote of two frecholders at an election held for the purpose of 
voting upon the question of bmilding a new sehoolhouse, was 
building the stone structure for that purpose baek of the Nachusa 
flouse. so the old binlding was sold and moved down onto the corner 
of Mian and Hennepin streets, and was used for various purposes 
of trade, and finally burned in the great fire on Main street im 
1859." 

Doctor Everett refers to the northwest corner of the streets, 
the comer new oceupied by W. EE. Prein. 

Among the pupils tanght by Miss Loveland were Miss Helen 
Willams, later Mivs. Lenmel Mutkins; Miss Elizabeth and Master 
James Avves, children of Osear F. Avres: Frank Dixon, son of 
Jolin We Wixen amid his little brother, ihijah. 

Diving the vears already mentioned, the schools also were 
fangeht by Miss Elizabeth -ladnson, later Mts. .). B. Nash, aid a 
Miss Curtis, sister of Mas. Seavey of Palnivra. 

During the winter of TR43-4, the school was taught by Lorenzo 
Wood, one time probate jndge. During that season the following, 
mnong others, attended: Miss Svbil (. Van Arnam, later AMLrs. 
Has B. Stiles; Mrs. A. R. Whitney of Franklin Grove, as well as 
A.R. (Randolph), who later became her hnshand. 

Between the vears 1846 and 1849, the school was taught by a 
Abe. Cross and dames Linn, the former iu the publie school and 
later a private school, The hands of Cross were deformed by 
rheumatism and as a hair-pulling artist he was dreaded. His term 
in the publie sebools ended in 1847 when Linnm’s hegan. Ie too 
was a strict diseiplinarian and his severity ereated many com- 
plaints to the directors, Nevertheless, the school rose steadily. 

lie was a devoted student of natural history and he assisted 
Doctor Everett aaterially in inaking his splendid collection of 
botanienl geologiea! and omuthological specimens. In 1849 
he removed west to Oregon, Several vears later, a Dixon man 
traveling te the coast songht ont Lum and found him in an 
lnnable cabin, surrounded by Ines, birds and annnals, Subse- 
queuthy he removed the collection to Califommia and sold it for 
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£30,000. From the vear 1842 to 1849, O. F. Ayres and J.B. Nash, 
directors, bore all the burdens incident to maintaining good schools 
in a new and somewhat negligent commiunity. In 1848-9, a Mr. 
Melay succeeded Linn. Ife was fall of learning, but just as full 
of eccentricities, and though he had the knack of imparting knowl 
edge, lis period and his school was not a sneeess. In a state of 
mental abstraction, he would lock the door and leave the children 
behind. Many times, too, he had novel ways of pointing a moral 
and adorning a tale. 

One day a boy came to school with a cigar in his mouth. MeWway 
appropriated it and coolly smoked it in presence of the pupils. 

In the vear 1851, Col. Henry T. Noble began his duties as a 
teacher, at a salary of $40 per month. 

3v this time the old scehoothonse had been abandoned and the 
new stone building on the east side of Hlennepin avenue was built 
on the lot now oecupied by the blacksmith shop of A. J. Seriven and 
Son, between Second and Third streets. 

The building was constructed loosely and heated at first from a 
fireplace, built in the east end of it. At times the room was very 
eold. One lady reealls a day when she froze her heel. But the 
school was a great suecess. Colonel Noble was the first teacher to 
bring the school into a systematic business-like imstitution. 

During those years of 1851 and 1852, Noble established a 
primary department for the httle children, one of whom was Ifenry 
D. Dement, and he selected from lis older pupils, young ladies to 
teach them. One of these was Miss Jane Ann Herrick, subse- 
quently is wife: the other was Miss Marie Sophie LaPorte, the 
writer’s mother. 

3y this time the school had grown to such proportions that Miss 
LaPorte was conrpelled to teach her elass in a room of the court- 
house. 

Other pupils there were Miss Mary AL. Stevens, Miss Hannah 
Elizabeth Stevens, Ann Opheha Porter (Mis. F. A. Soulé), Miss 
Noble, daugliter of Silas Noble and later wife of Jerome Hollen- 
beck, and Miss Anna Eustace, later Mis. B. F. Shaw. 

One laughable incident is related about little John Gilbraith 
who many tines got his mother to write an exense to let him out at 
3 0elock. One dav his mother refused, and in a huff he went to 
ask J. B. Brooks to give it to him. Brooks being absent, Mr. P.M. 
Alexander undertook the job by writing these lines: ‘‘Tfere is a 
boy who needs a flogging —and if vou don't give it te him. T will.”’ 
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But Colonel Noble did not flog the boy. It afforded hin a good 
laugh and it afforded Johnnie a useful lesson. 

Jn 1852-3, Charles N. Levanway continued the school in the 
stone building. 

In 1855-4, Frederick A. Soulé continued the school in the same 
building. 

In 1854, Wilham Barge reecived from John Steveus, the 
writer's father, then school commissioner, a certificate to teach and 
he continued the schoo] wntil 1859. Under his splendid manage- 
nent the same became a graded school. For about the first half of 
his first vear, the old stone building was uscd; after that rooms 
were vented m the old ‘Land Office Building,” later demolished, 
but standing on the west side of Hennepin avenue, next to where 
the stone People’s church stands now on the northwest corner of 
Second street. 

Dixon was enjoying a tremendous boom at this time and at 
times it Was Impossible to rent rooms. Under these cireumstances, 
after several public mectings had been held it was decided to build 
the ‘Union School Building” on the west side of Peora avenue, 
where the home of Jason C. Avves now stands, near the corner of 
Fifth street. This building was built in 1855 at an approximate cost 
of $6,000, and through Ma. Barge’s untiring efforts Chase’s patent 
school seats, the best then made, were installed and Dixon enjoyed 
the proud distinction of possessing the best equipped school rooms 
in Einois. 

To Mr. Baree belongs the honor of organizing the first graded 
schools in Lee county. 

Sehool childven had multiplied so rapidly that both rooms were 
filled quickly. 

Tn 1858, a high school department was established in the old 
Methodist church building on Second street, opposite the court 
house and next the present Baptist church. Of this high sehool 
A. EL. Fite was made principal. 

In 1859, James Gow was made principal of the heh school, and 
A. M. Gow was made superintendent of schools, then consisting of 
five departments. These gentlemen worked together until the vear 
1862, when Eli (.) Smith was cleeted to fill both of these offiees. 
Fora while rooms were rented, then the little frame building just 
north of the Union school, and in the same lot, was built (in 1860) 
and used as a primary room. Tt was taught for vears by Aliss 
Swinhurn. Vhe granunar school was installed in the basement, 
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under the high school, and one of its first teachers was Miss Seplite 
Gardner, later Mis, I. C. Smith. 

About 1866, it became necessary te make more room for the 
Mereasing numbers of pupus and the old Lutheran chureh was 
rented and three departments were installed there. 

In the veay 1867, a vote was taken on the proposition to Jauld 
anew and adequate building. The vote in favor of it was over 
whelning. Two sites were proposed, one on block S8, owned aud 
backed by Col, John Dement, and one further eastward on ‘the 
hill,’ numbered 102.) Phe former won and today the three-story 
and basement brick lh C. Snuith school stands on block S88. The 
cost Was $30,000, A Ma. Randall, of Chicage, made the plans, and 
the contract for building was let to W. EF. Bushnell & Co. Tn 1868 
the building was begun and in September, 1869, school was opened 
in the new building. 

The sehool board during the construction of the building was 
composed of the folowing members: Tlenry D. Dement, James A. 
Hawley and David Welty. 

For the vear ending July 31, 1871, the Dixon schools consisted 
of ttn erades, the primus, intemiehate, &ramimay, and hich 
schools. "The course of study contemplated ten grades, one vear 
to each until the high school was reached and four years for it. 

The teachers at that time were: High School—Principal, E. C. 
Snuth; assistant, Miss Abbie Purvis; first grammar, room B, Miss 
S. IF. Gardner; seéund eranimar, room C, Miss H. E. Gardner; 
first mtermediate, room D, Miss H. lL. Brewer; second intermiedi- 
ate, room 1, Mass R. MM. Mlead: first primary, reum F, Miss EF. LL. 
Babbitt; second primary, room G, Miss Addie TL Welty: third 
primary, room H, Mrs. M. A. Johnson, First ward primary, Miss 
A. Georgia Curtis; Third ward primary. Miss E. I. Anderson. 

Following ave the names of graduates since the adoption of a 
course of study down to and including 1880; 

1864—William IT. Boardman, Clarence A. Howell, Rebece: 
Story and Madgie Brooks. 

1866-—W. Lafayette Davis, Shephard G. Patrick and Josephine 
Goble. 

1867—ITenry Brooks, Wenry J. Stephens and Annette Sinmon- 
son. 

1868—Nathan MeKenney, John Hine, Adelia Huntley, Libbie 
Kimball, Mary Pickard, Mary Stephens. Ea Williams, Emma 
Williams. 

1870—Lila Fargo. Hattie Barlow and Lizzie Gardner. 
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1871—livin Lewis, Henry L. Trimper, Emmet Julien, Sophia 
Barlow, Orilla Drew, Mary Dimick, Hla Hatch, Mary T. Little, 
Ea J. Pratt, Jennie Williams. 

The graduates for the year 1872 were Anna Fargo, Julia Gil- 
man, Kate Jerome, Anna Murphy, Hattie E. Davis, Estella 
Osborne, Alice ery aud Edward A. Morse. 

1873—Charles VanArmun, Fred L. Shaw, J. H. Edwards, 
Horace Fleck, Martin Curtis, Carrie W. Hells, Fannie Murphy and 
Kimma Ayres. (This was the writer's class. He did not graduate.) 

1875—Abner Barlow, Frank Judd, Sharwood Strong, and 
Herbert O. Snuth. 

1876—Georgia Herrick, Mary Bressnehan and Lizzie Miller. 

1s77—I[da Strong, Dora Eaton and Harriet O. Sterling. 

1s78—-George Vann, Charles Morey, George Bowles, Fannie 
Rosbrook, Knima Gilbert, [dell Deland, Carrie Pratt and Cornelia 
Daley. 
~ 1879—Joseph Petersberger, William O. Sterling, John Crop- 
sey, Ed Tl. Snith, Matilda Weibezahn and Sophia Deland. 

1880—A] Simonson, Jenme Hollenbeck, Homer A. Judd, and 
Cora B. Maxwell. 

following is a summary of monthly reports made July 31, 1871: 

Whole number children of school age, 993; whole number pupils 
enrolled, 695; whole number male teachers, 1; whole number 
female teachers, 10; highest salary paid male teacher, $1,500; 
highest sary paid female teacher, $500; average salary, $455; 
cost per pupil for tuition, $13.25; entire cost per pupil, including 
contingent expenses, and interest on valne of sehool property, 
$22.33; average number pupils belonging, per vear, 465; average 
daily attendance, 429; per eeut of attendance, 92; number tardi- 
nesses, 1,695; total number days taught, 83,912. 

At the time the foregoing report was made, James A. Hawley, 
John DD. Crabtree and Reuben O. Hall were directors. By reason 
of the fact that numbers of onr citizens resided on the north side 
of the river, i North Dixon, it very soon becamé apparent that 
school facilities for the clildven on that side of the river must be 
fuarmished. So carly as Dee. 7, 1854, 1 find an item iu the old Tele- 
graph to the effeet that a schoolhouse had been built by the citizens 
ni the usual way, by subseription. This building stood, and in faet 
is the present house of Amos Bosworth, facing Crawford avenue. 
Less than four years previous, North Dixon eontained but three 
dwelling houses. At the time of whieh LT write, there were seventy 
and seats had been provided in the new sehool building for one hun- 
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dred and thirty pupils. Before 1860 this school of two rooms had 
become crowded and another building for primary scholars had to 
be erected on the same lot on its north side. [n these old schools, 
the names of the teachers, so far as } can remember, were Miss 
Campbell, who subsequently marned Kngene Pinckney, Miss 
Blood; the lady who snbsequently became Mas. John V. Thomas, 
Colonel Wood, who was prmeipal when the war broke out, and 
John ¥.'Vhomas. Of quourse there were others, but not many. 

These schools in tur became erowded and in the autumn of 
1868-9 a beautiful new two-story and mansard brick school was 
built, the one stil] nsed, and by the side of which still another has 
been built since. On Jan. 15, 1569, this new building was dedicated 
with imposing ceremonies. Richard Edward of the State Normal 
made the address. This building cost the district $20,000. When 
the schools were opened, the grade svstem was installed by the 
prineipal., John V. Thomas. Following Ma. Thomas as a prineipal 
were, Mi. Hague in 1874; J. L. Hartwell in 1875; Juhus Lloyd in 
1877; C. O. Seudder in the fall of 1878. 

I have just found the names of the old supermtendents of the 
North Side schools from the beginning: T. AH. Wilhams, 1859; 
W. 8. Wood, N. FF. Gilbert, J. A. Flage and then in 1863, Fohn V. 
Thomas followed and continmed until 7A. 

While the early schools so far were denominated pubhe schools, 
at first they were of a private nature, paid for by private subserip- 
tion and snpported by tnition. Nevertheless they were not what 
is understood to be private schools of which Dixon had many in its 
earlier history. 

As early as 1855, several enterprising gentlemen sought to give 
to Dixon the advantages of a first class edueational institution. To 
tite end on Maw 7, 1395, WW. VW. Harsha,a Presbyterian minister 
commenced the first tenn of the Dixon Collegiate Institute im the 
basement of the Lutheran Chureh then located on Crawford avenue 
between Third and Fourth streets. 

Following him as teachers in that institution were Hh C. Smith, 
Mis. FE. A. Sinith, Mas. C. L. Harsha and Miss Jennie L. Backus. 

On July 4, of the vear 1855, after seeuring an endowment for 
the Dixon Collegiate Institute, of $25,000, the eorner-stone was laid 
with imposing ceremonies. Subseriptions in money, apparatus and 
lands made by the citizens of Dixon raised the sum to 837,000. 

B. F. Tavlor of Chicago made the principal address on the 
oceasion. John Stevens aud others delivered addvesses too on the 
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oceasion. Not verv long age 1 mearthed the one made by John 
Stevens. 

fi 1857 this institution was mcorporated by a special act of the 
Legislature. But from one cause and another the school did not 
progress as anticipated, and in 1858, the presbytery abandoned it. 

Its constitction must have been slow because on Aug. 27, 1857, 
when Prof. A. M. Gow took hold of it to reorganize it, but two 
stories and a basement were all that were finished. 

On April 18, 1861, the building then completed was pruvchased 
by Rev. O. W. Cooley, of Wisconsin, for the purpose of establishing 
a female semimary mit. Just what he did, [am unable to learn; 
but the next notice IT find of it is Sept. 8, 1863, when 8. G. Lathrop 
and M. Melkendree Tooke, two Methodist ministers opened the 
Dixon Seminary. For a time this mstitution under the manage- 
ment of these two gentlemen, flourished. Large munbers of pupils 
attended, especially from the farms. 

On Noy. 1, 1875, the name of the imstitution was changed to the 
Rock River University and O. G. May became president and AL M. 
Tooke became regent. 

But the publie school by this time had been brought to such a 
degree of usefulness that in a small town the small private school 
could not compete with it and so after a long period of reverses, 
My. Tooke lost the property and title passed to George L. Seller. 
After this the building stood empty for a long while and people who 
desired took up their residence in its rooms without molestation. 
But after awhile it beeame rumored that the old building had 
hecome unsafe aud Ma. Schuler had it demolished. 

Architeeturally if was a handsome building. Sitting on the 
brow of a beautiful hill, it was the first building seen from afar. 
From the car window, it presented a most picturesque appearanee. 
Now the site is the beautiful Blaff Park in whieh so many beautiful 
homes have been built. 

The last reference T find made to the old Roek River University 
is on the ending of the vear 1880, where the building is spoken of as 
a five-story brick and stone edifice, on a Iigh eminenee in the east 
part of town, and that the institution had praetically settled down 
toa Preparatory and Military Academy, vet giving instruction in 
the Normal. Business, Musical and Art departinents. 

The board of management and imstruetion were at that tine, 
lay KR, Uinelley, presidents Maj, 11.0. Chase imilitare matrices 
W. UE. Chamberlain, business manager; PHenry M. Douglas, Mrs. 
Jay R. TMinekley and Miss Luev Whiton, teachers. 
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On July 15, 1857, an attempt was made hy Rev. J. W. Downing 
to establish a Female Seminary under the auspices of the Episcopal 
Church. A frame house just west of the Hinois Central depot was 
rented and the school was begun, but like the other efforts to estab- 
lish a private school the efforts of Aly. Downing failed and after a 
little while the school was ¢losed never to resuie. 

In 1880, I find the schools summarized about as follows: The 
north side building already referred to is 54x65 feet, ground plan. 
Inelnding bascinent it is fonr stories igh. The first and sccoud 
storics, each 15 feet high, are divided into two school rvoms, 
25x98 feet, with a recitation room for each. ‘The mansard roof is 
one large room for study 39x48 feet, 16 feet high, having a restrun 
in the north end 10x12 feet, with an ante room entering upon it 
fruin either side, C.O. Scudder was then principal. In the differ- 
ent departments there were 180 pupils, not a heavy merease 1n 
twenty years. 

Miss Welty was the assistant principal: Mfss A. Raymond 
taught the grammar reom; Miss M. Yates taught the intermediate 
room aud Mis. A.C. Holbrook the primary room. 

On the south side in 1880 there were 459 pupils. LE. ©. Smith 
was principal and superintendent: Miss Emma Goodrich was 
assistant and taught high school with fifty pupils. The first gram- 
mar room was taught by Miss Adela Pinckney with an attendance 
of twenty-seven pupils; Miss Nellie Soule taught second grammar 
with an attendance of thirty-four. 

The first intermediate was taught by Miss Tfarmet O. Sterhng 
with an attendance of fifty-six pupils; the second intermediate 
room was taught by Ida Deland with forty-five pupils; the third 
intermediate was taught by Miss Emina Burnham with forty-nine 
pupils, and the fourth intermediate was tanght by Miss Iannie 
Murphy, with fifty-seven pupils. The primary department was 
taught by Miss Amelia MeConsev with fifty-one pupils. On Secoud 
street in the old Methodist Chuveh school, Miss A. G. Curtis taught 
primary department with forty-five pupils. West of the Central 
Depot on Seveuth street Mas. 1. 1. Woodworth taught a primary 
room with forty-seven pupils. 

The old Dement town school used before this last nanied was 
built, was held in the bviek building on the corner immiediately 
across the street, on the northwest corner. The first teacher T can 
remember teaching there was a Miss Gunn. 

Tn later vears, the Truman school in the west end of town and 
the big new high school building have been Iuult. 
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The Cathohe Chureh began in our midst a parochial school in 
the year 1872, by Rev. Father McDermott. At first it was con- 
dueted in the old chureh building, but later under the guidance of 
Father Foley it was enlarged and removed to the beautiful prop- 
erty where it stands now. 

In the year 1912, the buildings were visited by fire and they 
were all entirely destroyed. But as if by inagie they have been 
very materially enlarged and now are earing for more pupils than 
ever. 


CHAPTER AV 


EDUCATIONAL HISTORY OF LEE COUNTY SCHOOLS 
3v Prof. L. W. Miller, Superintendent of Schools 


On this dav of the happy New Year, 1914, the compiler of this 
departinent completes his work and submits his manuscript of the 
work attempted. 

A retrospection of the history of edueation within the borders 
of Lee county, Hhnois, covers a period of about eighty vears and 
records the evolution of a school system of marked efficieney. From 
the most meager and Immnble equipment in the homes of pioneers, 
through the period of the log or slab housing for pupils, to the 
matted floor of the real ** Parlor School,” with its standard equip- 
ment, ave, even further to the larger range of equiynnent to be 
found in our ‘Superior School,” on the one side of our considera- 
tions, and the splendid editices known as our eity high school build- 
ings, on the other side—all have developed within the span of life 
accorded to many an individual ving today. 

Progress lias been the keynote of effort, and the pursnit of 
ideals has ever been actuated by worthiness of motive, each vear 
providing the very best that ciremmstances permitted—eaeh 
Improved condition being secured by sacritices commensurate with 
the ideals attained, and by the cooperative organization of the work 
‘of thonsands of minds, and the translation of dominant thought 
into action. Priceless indeed the heritage, to those who now have 
opportunities, that today staud a mnte, unanswerable argument 
against the persistent assaults of destructive eritieism. 

It is well that we pause on fhis eve of greater, and still greater 
possibilities, and take inventory. Some of the early history of 
edueation in specitie school units has been felt secure in the writings 
of previous historians, and has given way for more of the condi- 
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tions permeating the school systems of the present day, and por- 
tions of certain specific accounts have been compiled by duplication. 

Doubtless, errors are here recorded, but conilicts of data have 
been presented, and revisions of date by specific contributors have 
been permitted. It is thought that, in the main, this series of 
records 18 correct. 

The first school opened within the borders of Lee county was 
that conducted in Father Dixon's home at Dixou’s Femy, during 
the winter of 1833-34. The building was begun by Joseph Ogee, a 
French-Indian half-breed and interpreter, who established a ferry 
at Dixon in the spring of 1828.) Father Dixon purchased the ferry 
in 1850, and completed the house, which probably stood at the 
northwest corner of First street and Peoria avenne. John K. 
Robison was the first teacher, beimg succeeded by a Miss Butler of 
Bureau county, and here the childven of Father Dixon were 
instructed, others cone from outside homes, as the pioneer town 
grew. There is a yecord to the cffect that the Dixon children 
attended school at Buffalo Grove, with the children of O. W. 
Iselloge, during one winter, and that the Kellogg children attended 
at Dixon during the following winter—an arrangement made mi- 
tually advantageous by the heads of these households. 

In 1836 the last of the hostile tribes of Indians disappeared 
from Lee county, leaving the country open to settlement. While 
Dixon contained but four fainilies at this time, the rapid increase 
in numbers warranted the erection of the first schoolhouse in 1837. 
This building was a one-story frame strueture, 20530 feet. It was 
erected by subscription and stood on lot 1, block 69, net far from 
the ceinctery. It was moved, in 1839, to lot 5, bluek 17, and was the 
gener) assembling place of the (then) village for a munber of 
vears. Here school opened in the fall of 1857, HH. Bicknell beiug 
the teacher, and enrolling abont twenty-five pupils. Parents send- 
ing childven to this school eontvibuted to its financial support—the 
eustoin of the day. 

Jn 1838 the first schoolhouse tn Brooklyn town was erected at 
Melngin’s Grove, near the old Chicago stage road. Zaehariah 
Melugin, the landlord of the village inn, became the first teacher, 

The oreanization of Lee county ocenrred in 1859, and Ji. da: 
Mason was the first county superimtendent of schools—then known 
as school connnissioner. [nto his eare was plaeed the organiza- 
tion of the erude beginnings of our school system, aud to the work 
of the private instrnetor and the teacher in the pioneer school was 
added the first attempts at a eourse of study, classification, and 


HislORY Or LEE COUNTY 199 


general school equipment, Ins log cabin serving the twofold purpose 
of schoolhonse and tavern fora year preeeding the erection of the 
school building. 

Further to the east, in Wyoming town, we find a sebool build- 
ing known as **'Phe Little Red Pole Schoolhouse,” not over twelve 
feet square, and erected expressly for school purposes—perhaps 
in 1836. 

Thus do we find the early beginnings of the establishment of 
schools—prineipally along the Indian trails and stage routes. 
These schools were all necessarily small, and were, in each case, 
established and maintained entirely by individual contributions, 
the pubhe school system not having then been established. Thus 
are recorded the davs of ** boarding round” by teachers, who often 
received not to exceed $1.25 per week for their services, and of the 
time when it often occurred that some pupils were older than their 
teachers. 

The history of an old schoolhouse formerly located about a half 
mile southeast of the Gap Grove schoolhouse, is very obscure. The 
building is now a milkhouse on the Howard Martin fam. On 
the southwest corner of the farm now owned by Joseph Gooch, 
near the forks of the road, once stood a log house, which some claim 
as the true historie schoolhouse, the information indicating that 
fifty pupils were once enrolled here. Jn 1863 the old chureh at Gap 
Grove was transformed into a schoolhouse, situated on the site of 
the present school building at that place. Later this building was 
sold for $20, and converted into a barn on the old H. ML. Gilbert 
homestead. The present school building at this pomt became its 
successor. 

At an early day an “advanced school” was tanght br a AD. 
Judd, in a log sehoolhouse near the John L. Lord homestead, to 
which many came froma distanee on horsehaek. In 1857 there was 
a schoolhouse at the Gap, nearly opposite the town hall. In 1838 
a small frame school building, whieh was never finished. im the 
center of Sugar Grove, was presided over for two winters by W. 
W. Bethea. 

In 1847 a frame schoolhouse was built on or near the site where 
in 1858 a brick church with basement for school purposes was 
erected. This old ‘‘frame’’ building may be seen on the Fletcher 
Seavey homestead. Thus it will be seen that these old landmarks 
are being preserved by this substantial community, who have 
erected a tablet along the publie highway—a memorial to the first 
schoolhouse in Palmyra. 


oe 
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The building erected in 1858 was soon partially rebuilt, to make 
it more substantial, only to be destroyed by fire later, 

The frame building replacing the one destroyed is used for 
ehurch purposes, and its basement is perhaps the best equipped 
one-room rural school building in Lee county, made so, largely, by 
the long period of superior service rendered to this school by its 
teacher, Mars. Gertrude Ei. Russell, who taught twenty-one years 
consecutively in this school, retiring at the end of the last school 
year, 1918. Not only one of the ablest and most efficient of Lee 
county's teachers, but one who conmnanded the highest salary, $70 
per month for nine school months, duaing the latter vears of her 
Ineuinbeney. 

As early as 1843, there was a blacksmith shop at Prairieville. 
while the village was located and platted in 1855. Here we find a 
two-story brick building erected at a cost of $3,000, some fifty 
years ago. A soldiers’ monument, costing $900 and erected by vol- 
untary contributions, in 1869, stood on the beautiful school grounds 
here for many years, only to be removed to the Palmyra eemetery 
at Sugar Grove several vears ago. No other monument to the 
memory of the soldier dead i Lee county is known to the writer. 

The ‘ Brick” schoolhouse in South Dixon, lecated three miles 
from Dixon, on the Chicago road, is notable im that it was the een- 
ter of great intellectual activity for many vears. Built at an early 
date, IX. B. Edson was its first teacher, and at ene time its attend- 
ance reached 120. 

The first regular school in Willow Creek was started in one of 
Israel Shoudy’s log houses in 1848. Martha Vandeventer was the 
first regular teacher, althongh others had preceded her in an irreg- 
nlar wav. In 1849 a frame sehool building was erected by sub- 
seription, and wlile it was being eoipleted, dwellings were used 
wher the weather was too cold for the use of the log cabin. The 
first board of examiners to pass upon the qualifications of teachers 
for this school, consisted of Jolm Sinith, in grannnar and geogra- 
phy; 10. G. Howlett, in mathematics and reading: and John Colvill, 
in writing and spelling. 

In the sunnner of 1847 a stone schoolhouse was mult on Henne- 
pin avenue in the city of Dixon, on the site new eceupied by Seriv- 
en’s blaeksinith shop. Hem T. Noble was one of the early teach- 
ers. In 1845 there were 149 persons under tweuty vears of age im 
the district, and seventy-five of these were enrolled in the pubhe 
and seleet schools. 

Tn 184 the first schoolhouse was built in North Dixon. 
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dn 1855 the *‘Dixon Collegiate Institute’? was opened in the 
basement of the Lutheran church, under the auspices of the Rock 
River Presbytery, under the care of Rev. W. W. Harsha. Later, 
in the same year, the corner-stone of the institute was laid, in what 
is now Bluff Park. This school was endowed to the extent of 
$25,000, with generous contributions in grounds, ete., by Dixon 
citizens. By special act of the Legislature this institution was 
incorporated in 1807. The school being discontinued, it later 
became the home of different private schools, and finally gave way 
to residences. 

The Union schoolhouse was a two-story brick, located on the 
site of the J. C. Ayres residence on Peoria avenue. It was built 
in 1855 at a cost of 36,000, and was torn down in 187+. Here the 
old wooden desks were replaced by the more modern type of fur- 
nishings. 

Jn 1857 a female seminary was started under the auspices of the 
Episcopal church, and in 1861 a female seminary was established in 
the Collegiate Institute building. In 1858, a high sehool depart- 
ment was added to the eourse of study of the publie schools. In 
1862 KE. C. Smith became superintendent of scheols. ‘Dixon Sem- 
inary’’ was opened in the Collegiate building in 1863. The Dement 
town sehool was built in 1566, and in 1868 the old building in North 
Dixon was erected at a cost of $20,000, and the next vear the ‘‘Red 
Briek’’ building on the south side was built. The latter cost 
$30,000. A primary brick structure served a period of usefulness 
on the North Dixon side, it being erected at a cost of $4,000, and 
gave way in 1889 to the new high school building, completed the 
next year, just west, at a cost of 815,500. 

The ‘White Briek’’ school, on the south side, was completed in 
1887, at an initial cost of $5,500, it being enlarged and improved in 
1892 at a cost of $17,000. Several years ago this was destroyed by 
fire and the splendid new edifice known as the Central school 
became its successor. 

In 1902. a kindergarten was established in the North Dixon 
schools. It has heen continued until the present time, and now 
enrolls seventy children, taught by three teachers. Manual train- 
ing was introdueed into the south side schools during the same 
year—the same being maintained on an improved basis today. The 
Truman school in Morrill town, the west end of Dixon, cost $7,000, 
and was erected in West Dixon during the same year. 

This school was named in honor of Frederick A. Truman (now 


deceased), president of the board of education, and mayor of 
Vol. T-- 13 


202 HISTORY OF LEE COUNTY 


Dixon for a long period of years. The Dement town school was 
named * Wvedwoith School” at this time, in honor of Mas. L. Lb. 
Woodworth who taught in the same room of this schvol for thirty- 
two years. At the same time the south side Red Brick selivol 
ebanged its name to Ik. U. Smith schvol, in henor of its fomuer 
superintendent. 

The Northern I]hnois Normal School and Dixon Business 
College began its existence in the Senunary building in 1881, with 
Jobn ©. Flint as president and Jesse b. Dilleas principal. 

These quarters were oecupied but one year, when, upen the 
colnpletion of the new buildings in West Dixon, the permanent 
home of this prominent institution of learning was established. 
Scholarships to the extent of $20,000 were subseribed as an induee- 
ment to secure its location in this “ty, and the eollege building, 
proper, and the Ladies’ Dormitory were completed when first 
occupied, The Gentlemen’s Dormitory was completed in 1sss, 

This new seltoel was jrepular from the very first and svew 
rapidly under its splendid business management until it registered 
nearly twelve hundred students (1891). with a corps of mstrnetors 
numbering about forty, Courses in preparatory, teachers, scientific 
elassic, business, musie, telegraphy, art, ete., were maintained, this 
institution diawing students from nearly every section of the 
United States, as well as from Canada, and enjoving merited 
popularity as the leading edneational center of northern [Hhnois. 
This seheol is today the property of Prof. T. F. Edwards, who for 
sixteen vears oceupied the position of county superitendent of 
schools of Lee county, and is still in operation, with an eneouraging 
attendanee. 

Steinmann College began its existence in 1882, under the direc- 
tion of Charles A. Steinmaim, who condneted the school suceess- 
fully for a vmnher of vears. tt is located on a beautiful elevation 
on the banks of Roek river adjoining Assembly Park, on the nerth. 
Maj. Fk. B. Floyd now conduets a military school here, with most 
gratifying results. 

Coppins’? Commercial College is located in the heart of the eity, 
and, under the skilled management of W. IT. Coppins. this school 
ministers to the needs of those desiring work in its Hines. 

St. Mary's Parochial Sehool was founded in 1897. Its loeation 
isin block 7, on Peoria avenne, on a plat of gronnd 200 by 300 feet. 
the snme having once been a portion of the estate of G. L. Selmer. 
The course includes primary and grammar grades and the teachers 
are Sisters of the Dominiean Order, The home of this erder is at 
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Sinsinawa Mound, Wisconsin. This school is prosperous, and has 
astrong attendance. Work of an excellent order is done. 

The following histury of the Lee Center Academy is from the 
pen of Mr. Sherman L. Shaw, whose abilities and residence in this 
village quality hin as the logical authority for his voutribution: 

During the period between the years of 1850 to 1860, one of the 
best known schools in this section of the state was the Lee Center 
Academy. 

The location being on one of the best known and must traveled 
east and west stage roads in northern Llinvis, made it easy of 
access frum all points. There were students i attendanee from 
Rockford and Mount Morris, towns that had acadenties, as well as 
from other towns and even from outside the borders of the state. 

The academy at one time emploved four instructors and had an 
enrolment of about two hundred. : 

The people were fortunate in securing some very able instruct- 
ors during the early davs of the sehool. The one man among all 
the list that is given most credit for building up the school was 
Simeon Wright, who afterward became state superintendent of 
schools. 

The village of Lee Center was laid out in 1846. 

Roswell C. Streeter, father of Allison JF. Streeter who gained 
prominence in the Greenback party and in the Grange, donated 
the loevation for the academy. 

About the vears 1847 and 1848 a two-story brick building was 
erected. School opened in the fall of 1848. ; 

The first teacher was Hiram MeChesnev from Trov, New 
York. His days of usefulness were few. 

Durme a noon honr one of the pupils wrote a note and dropped 
it where it could be found by the teacher. MeChesney was offended 
by the eontents of the note. One of the older hoys, an innocent 
party, was aceused of writing the note. His denial angered 
MeChesney, who attempted to administer prnishment in the good 
old-fashioned way. The voung man. however, secured a handful 
of the teacher's whiskers, separated him from some of his raiment, 
and on the whole had rather the best of the argument. The affair 
ereated so much feeling that the teacher did not finish his term. 

Following MeChesnev came TT. C. Leonard. who with his wife 
and her sister lived and kept house in the upper rooms of the school 
building. 

The attendance inereased until it was necessary to biuld a stair- 
wav on the outside of the building to make more room. 
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1t was during the time that Simeon Wright had charge of the 
school that the building of the stone part was agitated and as the 
result of his energy and work it was built. 

Jn addition to the primary and common school branches the 
curriculum included courses in the scienees, languages, and music. 

Henry C. Nash, probably the most popular and best loved of 
any of the teachers, died before his term of schvol had ended. His 
widow taught in the primary department for three or four years 
after Lis death. 

Mr. Nash was succeeded by Professor Monroe. One of the old 
students writes: ‘‘ Professor Monroe was a genius in certain ways; 
a brother was principal at the Hast Paw Paw Seminary in those 
days, and oceasionally visited the Lee Center Academy, his coming 
being in the nature of a high class entertainment. The two brothers 
were devout worshipers of Sir Walter Scott and could spout the 
Lady of the Lake by the hour. Apparently they had at their 
tongue’s end every dialogue and recitation to be derived from the 
voluminous writings of the Seot, and when they foregathered and 
unlinbered we were not obsessed pro tempore with the idea of any- 
thing but a classical edueation, the stimulus for the same being 
furnished without stint until the close ef the session for the day. 
It was customary at the close of the winter session of the school to 
have an ‘Exhibition,’ and the one whieh signalized the end of 
Professor Monroe’s winter term was the limit. The various depart- 
ments of the school entering into the preparation with unusual 
interest, the result being a program of more than two hours, 
delivered to an audience that crowded to repletion the lower room 
of the old stone building. 

The next principal, Professor Springstead, was a minister, who 
did not believe it necessary to indulge in mild theatrieals, and 
before another exhibition was given by the sehool, the war toesin 
had sounded and many of the older students had marched away to 
the ‘amusie of the fife and drum.”’ 

Among the other teachers were Reverend Barrett, Rev. James 
Brewer, Joslna T. Reade, EH. W. Newton, C. L. Nettleton, Miss 
Lottie Kellogg, teacher of music; Misses Sarah and Minerva 
Loomis. Misses Carrie and Lottie Whitcomb, Miss Spaulding, Miss 
Mary A. Wright (Mis. ©. F. Lynn), Miss Seraphine Gardner 
(Mrs. E. ©. Smith), Miss Harriette Hateh (Mrs. Dr. Frank 
Gardner). Miss Katie Franklin (Mrs. E. W. Newton), and a num- 
ber of others. 


THE OLD LEE CENTER ACADEALY 


One of Lee County's famous buildings 
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By a special act of the State Legislature, approved Feb. 21, 
1859, the Lee Center Union Graded School and Union Distriet 
No. 1 was incorporated. The first election under this act was held 
Oct. 3, 1859, and Dr. Charles Gardner, Lyman C. Wheat and 
L. Cyrenus Sawyer were elected to serve as directors. 

The old building was condemned and demolished in 1909 and a 
two-story, four-room brick structure was erected on the old site. 

The following is copied trom a cirenlar pasted in the record 
book of the district: 


LEE CENTRE ACADEMY 


This institution is now ready to receive pupils in the different 
departments of study. Thorough teaching in common English 
branehes will be secured, while provision is also made for instrue- 
tion in the higher branches of an English education, including the 
Natural Sciences, and Latin and Greek. 

Young men intending to fit themselves for admission to our 
colleges, Eastern or Western, will find here good advantages for 
accomplishing their object. Young persons wishing to qualify 
themselves for teaehing, will receive partieular attention. 

To persons at a distance, not aequainted with our school we 
state that it is situated in the center of Lee county, Tlinois, in the 
midst of a moral and well-educated rural population. Its distance 
from Amboy on the [linois Central Railroad, is four miles, and 
from Franklin on the Dixon Airline, seven miles. 

Calendar for 1861-1862: 

Fall term, September 2 - November 8, 10 weeks. 

Vaeation one week. 

Winter term, November 18 - Mareh 21, 18 weeks. 

Vaeation of two weeks. 

Summer term, April 17 - July 3, 18 weeks. 

The rates of tuition per quarter of ten weeks, will be as follows: 

For Common English studies. $3.00. 

For 1 Higher English study, $1.50. 

For 2 Higher English studies, $2.50. 

For 3 Higher English studies, $3.00. 

For Latin or Greek, or both, $3.00. 

For Latin, Greek and Higher English, $4.00. 

All tuition is to be paid within one week from time of entrance. 

Arrangements can be made for Piano Forte instruction. 

Persons wishing to open correspondence may address Josiah T. 
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Reade, prineipal, L. C. Wheat, Esy., Dv. Charles Gardner or Sabin 
Trowbridge, Esq. 
Lee Centre, Llinois, August, 1861. 


Soon after the village of Harmon was platted in 1872, a school- 
house was built on the present site; a larger frame building sue- 
eceded this one, which was burned in 1899. In 1900 the present 
brick structive was erected with three departments. Ten grades of 
work are offered here. 

The history of education in Sublette town dates back to an early 
day, when Thomas Fessenden’s Jog house was used for this 
purpose. A slab building on the Thomas Tourtillott place was 
next used. This structure, later Known as the Sheep Pen,’’ was 
early used asa shelter for those pre-empting land in this seetion. 
Maria Coleman first taught here. Following this Joseph Carey 
taught in Mrs. Tonrtillott’s house, and in about 1850 John Bacon 
taught im Mis. Richardson's house. In is44 a third school in the 
township was estabhshed, this sehool offering opportimities for 
advanced work. [In 1847 a school was held ina ‘‘lean-to”’ along the 
side of the log house of Daniel Pratt. In 1848 a school was opened 
at nox Grove, along the stage road. This log building extended 
the course of study somewhat further, and drew pupils from a 
mueh greater distanee. The village school at Sublette, econtannng 
two departments, has heen in use for a long period of vears, and 
offers eight grades of work. 

lu the village of Paw Paw, a two-story binlding received an 
addition of similar size in 1885, all being consumed hy fire in 1884. 
Jn its stead a two-story brick building was ereeted, and in 1897 
this too was constimed by fire. In 1897 the present structure was 
completed, at a cost of $15,000, This building is modern, and the 
course of study offers twelve grades of work. This school is on 
the ‘‘aeeredited list.”’? and teaches mannal training, and sewing. 

The first schoolhouse in Steward was ereeted in 1882, and eost 
$3,000. Fire destroved this building in 1903, and the present strue- 
ture, costing $7,000, succeeded it. There are fom: flourishing 
departinents here, offering ten grades of work. 

The early schools of Amboy were at Roeky Ford and Bing- 
hamton. The bnilding at Roeky lord is stil] in existence, and is 
used for sehool prrposes, while that first erected tn the Bine- 
hamton distriet has heen removed. This building stood in t) 
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eenter of section 11, on the northwest comer of the crossroads. In 
this building Reverend Ingersoll (father of Col. Robert G. Inger- 
soll) often preached, and Robert often acceompamed him. in 
Amboy city the first school building was built in 1857. In 156-4 the 
frame building in Gilson’s addition was completed. Following this 
the old Methodist church was purchased, and in 1868 the two-story 
brick on the west side was added to the system. In 1896 a moder 
building was crected at a cost of about fifteen thousand dollars. 
Some two or three vears ago the ‘*Kast Frame’ building was 
entirely remodeled and modernized. Twelve grades of work are 
offered here, besides domestie science, manual trainime, ete. 

Ashton’s new $85,000 briek school biilding is the finest of its 
elass in Lee county. This building, just completed, is now bemg 
vecupied for the first time, and replaces the three-story building 
so long the sehool home in this eity. Twelve vears of work are 
given in this school. 

The schools of Bradford town, while all rural, have made strong 
advances in their standards of physical equipment and efficiency. 
A traveler who ealled at one of these schools ealled at the county 
snperintendent’s office reeently, and inquired relative to that 
‘Parlor School, the finest one-room country school T have seen im 
Hlinois.”’ The salesman’s reference was to the Weishaar School, 
Mistrvict Ne. 89, Miss Clara (. Waener, teacher, Vhe writer notes, 
in passing, that the contrast between the crude equipment of the 
leg eabin school and sneh as this type presents, marks a distinet 
epoeh in the evolution of the rnral school. 

The schoolhouse at West Brooklyn is a two-story frame build- 
ing that has served for a number of vears as a school home for the 
ehildvenof this village. There are three departinents and ten years 
of work are completed. 

Franklin Grove’s first and onty frame school building was built 
in 1856, and enlarged in 1867. In 189+ the present bnilding of 
stone and brick replaced the former one, at a east of $9,000. Twelve 
years of work are here accomplished in the four departments, with 
added classrooms. 

Nachusa’s first school is the present one, built in 1868. There is 
a good enrollment here, and the eight grades of werk are taught by 
one teacher. 

The schools at Nelson and Eldena are similar to those at 
Nachnsa, and the schools of Reynolds and Viola towns rank high in 
proficiency, all being rural. 
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Compton accommodates her pupils in a three-room, two-story 
frame building, the suecessor of the one-room school that stood 
some twenty years ago in the west part of the village, the school 
made famous by the superior work of one of its Instructors, Will 
Farrand, a brother of Judge R. 8. Farrand of the circuit bench. 

A parochial school of two rooms at Sublette, a German Evan- 
gelical school of one room in Brooklyn town, and a Norwegian 
school in Willow Creek complete the general review of the educa- 
tional past. Elsewhere in the county, not mentioned above, the 
same general evolution of the school system obtains. 

The following is a list of the schools of Lee county to date, with 
the name of the present (Jan. 1, 1914) teacher appended: 


Palmyra 
Mound School, District No. 1, Bertha W. Herrmann; Sugar 
Grove, District No. 2, Anza Lawton: Wild Cat, District No. 3, 
Jennie Bloomdahl; Gap Grove, District No. 4, Rae L. Roberts: 
Prairieville, District No. 200, Amos IE. Kreider; Oak Forest, Dis- 
trict No. 5, William Landis; Wolverine, District No. 163, Estella 
M. Levan. 
Nelson 
Hill, District No. 6, Helen Clark; Cook, District No. 7, Marie 
Southwell; Nelson, District No. 8, Hazel E. Donagh; Walker, 
District No. 9, Johanna MeKune; Wing, District No. 10, Hazel N. 
Webber. 
ITurmon 
Kimball, District No. 11, Julia Bradley; Harmon, District No. 
12, H.C, Kissner, Julia Bradley, Harriet Sheap; Mannion, Distriet 
No. 13, Helen Talty; Lake, District No. 14, Emma McCormick ; 
Carbaugh, District No. 15, Mand QR. Weefer:; Lyons, District No. 17, 
Mayme Simpson. ; 
Tlamilton 
MelWeel, District No. 16, Julia Callahan; Merchant, District 
No. 18, Lucie M. Power: White Chapel, District No. 19, Vera 
Foley; Keigwin, District No. 212, Ellen T. Philips; Pope, Distriet 
No. 20, Mildred Larkin. 
Diron 
Ilazelwood School, District No. 206, Mary i. Murphy; Bend, 
District No. 22, Dora T. Breed; North Dixon, District No, 28, IL. O. 
Baldwin, superintendent, Lebbens Woods, prineipal high sehool. 
Helen Brown, Ella Pratt, Lora Normington, Caroline Pratt, 
Martha Waite, Muriel P. Phelps, Bertha Brass, Geila Ei. Hill, Ella 
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B. Kentner, Emma P. Kentner, Emma Carpenter, Katherine [eu- 
nesscy, Jennie Oakes, Ethel Leake, M. Mae Ruet, Olive Anderson, 
Gladys Steel, Myrtle Honey, Janette Gebhardt; Brierton, District 
No. 24, Anna Hennessey; White Oak, District No. 25, Agnes Con- 
ley; Garrison, Distriet No. 26, Edith Miller. 


South Dixon 
Dixon, District No. 27, W. R. Snyder, superintendent, C. IL. 
Anderson, principal high school, C. D. Boober, Freya Forester, 
I. E. Young, May Downing, Marie J. Ross, Gladys Gaylord, Leslie 
Homerich, W. H. Coppins, Marv L. Gantz, Mary W. Reynolds, 
Retta B. Slothower, Hazel Kenneth, Olive Shaklin, Clara Hossel- 
berg, Caroline Slothower, Anna M. Fogarty, Bess Rowley, 
Lauretta Reynolds, Agnes R. Tague, Mary A. Erwin, Margaret M. 
Clark, Florence Mulkins, Elma Erb, Muriel P. Phelps. Hazel E. 
Todd, Florence Mason, Anna Wiggins, Bess Pankhurst; Burket, 
District No. 28, Esther Young: Preston, District No. 29, Mary 
Tourtillott; White Temple, District No. 30, Dolly Fauth: Lievan, 
District No. 31, Minnie Tourtillott; Brick, District No. 32, Mildred 
Knight; Kelley, District No. 38, Ferme Manning; Duis, District 
No. 384. Vera Lynch; Meese, District No. 35, Marguerite Reynolds; 

Eldena, District No. 36, Mary L. Hogan. 


Marion. 

Stott Sehool, Distriet No. 37, Alice Ackert; Leonard, District 
No. 38, Idabel] MeDermott; O’MaHey, District No. 39, Lena Iray- 
ser; McCaffrey, District No. 40, Nellie Ryan; Palmer, District No. 
41, Anna Welty; Keefer, District No. 42, Earl Anglemier: Mor- 
rissey, District No. 48, Marea MelXune; Welty, Distriet No. 44. 
Julia Brechon. 

East Grove 

Fleming, District No. 45, Amy Hanson; Murphy, District No. 
46, Frances Downey; Hubble, District No. 47, Mary Meladden: 
Daven, District No. 48, Alice Sullivan; Armstrong, District No. 49, 
Eva Larkin; O’Neil, District No. 50, Rhea Evans; Downey, Dis- 
trict No. 51, Anna Dulin: Black Oak, District No. 21, Charlotte 
McCann. 

North China and Nachusa 

March, Distriet No. 52, Ruth Scheffler; Hillside, District No. 53, 
Emma Sehulz; Sunday, District No. 208, Clara P. Bush; Pine- 
view, District No. 54, Hazel B. Hartzell. 


South China and Nachusa 
Nachusa, District No. 55, Pearle Feldkerchner ; Emmert, Dis- 
trict No. 56, Lida Norris; Hausen, District No. 57, Maude Conlon; 
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Franklin Grove, Distriet No. 58, H. G. Anderson superintendent, 
ki. G. Weaver, Ethel Holmgren, Florence Wolleusak, Frances 
Vaughan, Beryl Skinner; Collins Dysart, District No. 59, Otie 
Sleacy; Graves, District No. 60, Clara Klapprodt; Samuel Dysart 
Selivel, District No. G1, Mlyrtle Hain; lollister, District No. 62, 
Genevieve Cheadle; Temperance Hill, District No. 63, Myrtle 
Ackerinan ; Secbach, District No. 64, Agnes Willard, 


Amboy 

Maine, District No. 65, Ethel Shoemaker; Union Corners, Dis- 
trict Nu. 66, Lila Miller; Mynard, District No. 67, Winifred Me- 
Cracken; Amboy, District No, 68, O. M. Eastman, snperintendent, 
Ruth Kecfer, Lanna Robinson, Edna Washbuin, Leota D. Brown, 
Myrtle Kenney, Jennie Carrell, Josie Neho, Margaret Hammond, 
Lena Seranton, Catherine Clark; Binghamton, District No. 69, 
tuby Leavens; Green, Distriet Ne. 70, Rose MeCatfrey; Shelburn, 
Distiiet No. 71, Theresa 1a, Rourke; Surith, Distriet No. 72, (0 


teacher); Holeomb, Distriet No. 73, Elizabeth Kenedy; Elliott, 
District No. 74, Mila Huneventt. 


Maytown 
Avery, Uistier No. Fo, Amma Harvey: Hall, Distinct 3 a. 16: 
Mary Langley: Loan, Distriet No. 77, Frances MeFadden; Dorsey, 
District Nc To, xeva Adams: Piizpatama Unetiiet No. (0 oslo 
MeGovern; Gov, Distriet No. 80, Nettie Hannan, 


ulshton 
Sanders School, District No. 81, Ora Griffith: Ashton Sehool, 
Distriet No. 82, John 8. Noffsinger, superintendent, Eva Noeleh, 
Florence Allen, John Abshex, Minnie Sehade. Pearl Billmire, Lena 
Bode; Dimmmnond, District No. 209, Margnerite Roesler; Fell. 
Distriet No. 83, Ada Kersten. 


Bradford 
Mong, Distriet No. 84. Edith Stephens; Killmer, District No. 
85, Minnie Kiug; Wagner, District No. 86, Chloe Hudson; ITart, 
District No. 87, Ahee Helmershansen; Eisenberg, Distriet No. 88, 
Tena Stephan: Weishaar, istrict No, 89. Clara C. Waecners 
Tlarek, Distriet No. 90, Emma Simpson: Wellman. Distriet No. 
91, Nelhe Burns; Ventler, Distriet No. 94, Edia Nattress. 


Lee Coiler 
lice Centers, Distiet Nu, 02. Elfieda Stimaker, Eoily oe 
hams, Grae Starks; Inlet, Distriet No. 93, Mattie Perry: Ward, 
District No. 95, Edward Morrissey; Shaws, Distriet No. 96. Gladys 
Sinith; Wedloek, Distriet No. 97, Anna Haves; Tngalls, Distriet 
No. 98, Mae Broeffle; Black, District No. 99, Mae Tiffany. 
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Sublette 

Gentry School, District No. 100, [lernnna Heeker; Ingalls, Dis- 
trict No. 101, (no school) ; Clink, District No. 102. Carolwn Iwueh- 
na; Sublette, District No. 103, Lulu B. Long, Verna Wood; 
Austin, District No. 104, Clara Erbes; M1isworth, District No. 105, 
Inene Inarwes; Areicr Mtstiiet No. 106, Henrietta Erbes; Reis, 
District No. 107, Marie Noesler; Bartlett, District No. 108, Mar- 
jorie Snider; Henkel, District No. 109, Lydia IX. Steder. 


Reynolds 

Gooch, District No. 110, Estella Krug; Alenz, District No. 210, 
Marguerite Donagh; Hawkins, District No. 111, Iva Maley: Sul- 
livan, Distriet Nn, 112, Liele Taylors Wenner, Distrivt No. 113, 
Blanche Gale; Stone Ridge, Distriet No. 114, Anna O° Rorke; Mil- 
ler, Distriet No. 115, Matilda Pfetzing: Salzman, Distriet No. 116, 
Eva Walter. 

Viola 

Dunton, District No. 117, Blanche MeDougall: Van Patten, 
Distiiet No. 118, thavel Titus: Ross, Distfict No. 119, Kathryn 
itone: Bernardin, Distict Sa. 120, Bertha Nontavon; Webber, 
Mietrie, No. 21 laviie Tuilliss Van Campen, Districe vo, 122, 
Eva Holdren: Adrian, District No. 123, Ruth Yoewn; Fairview, 
District No. 164, Gladys Fairehild. 


Brooklyn 

West Brooklyn School, District No, 124, Francis Morrissey, 
Jennie ITammond, Anna MeCormiek; Melugin Grove, District No. 
125, Winnie Abell: Davison, District No. 126, Louise Grandjean: 
Carnahan, District No. 127, Annie Bernardin; Compton, District 
No. 128, R. J. Claypool, Libbie B. Parker, Nellie Oderkirk; Bauer, 
District No. 129, C. F. Marshall: Kestler, District No. 130, Celia 
Byrne: Foulk, Wistrier No. 131. Kimma Swope: Politsch, District 
No. 132, Frances Craigmiles. 

Alto 

Carey, District No. 133, Marguerite ©. Kirby; Thorpe, District 
No. 134, Clara Ekanger: Finnestad, Distriet No. 155, Tda Larson; 
Steward, Distriet No. 186, F. D. Chadwick, Nellic M. Bowles. Belle 
Houston, Clara Trottnow: Peterson, Distriet No. 187, Mabel 
Rosenkrans: Grimes. District No. 188, Genevieve Lally: Bly, Dis- 
mete Na, 129, Pearl Audes. 

Willow Creck 

Twin Grove, District No. 140, Eunice Fisher; Byrd, District 
No. 141, Hazel Vetter; Risetter, District No. 142, Julia Sehoen- 
holz: Hilleson, District No. 143, Lena Warner; Miller, District No. 
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144, Ruby Cradduek ; Moffatt. District No. 145, Emma Kirby; Lee, 
District No. 148, R. O. Warburg, L. Maude Reynolds; Howlett, 
District No. 154, R. Nellie night. 


Wyoming 

Beemerville School, Distriet No. 146, Maude Rilev; Jonesville 
School, District No. 147, Mae C. Pierce; Pawpaw School, District 
No. 149, W. C. Suft, Mas. W. C. Suft, Elizabeth Turner, Gertie B. 
Smith, Evma Lowery, Avis Adams, Esther Hatz; Ralley School, 
District No. 150, Henrietta Pulver; Cottage Hill, District No. 151, 
Cinme Guffin; Bridge, District No. 152, Luev Burnette; Cyclone, 
District No. 153, Alice Lynch; South Paw Paw, District No. 161, 
Margaret Ball. 


Following is a list of the county superintendents of schools in 
Lee county from the time this office was created to the present 
timie: 

County Superintendents of Schools 
(First known as School Commissioner ) 

E. R. Mason, 1839-1840; Joseph T. Little, 1340-1843; Daniel B. 
McKenney, 1843-1846; Lorenzo Wood, 1846-1850; John V. Eus- 
tace, 1850-1853; John Stevens, 1853-1855; S. Wright, 1855-1857; 
James A. Hawley, 1857-1859; John Monroe, 1859-1861; W. 1. 
Gardner, 1861-1863; B, F. Atherton, 1863-1865; James H. Pres- 
ton, 1865-1873; Daniel Carey, 1873-1876; James H. Preston, 1876- 
1880; Samuel] J. Howe, 1880-1886; P. M. James, 1886-1890; Jay 
C. Edwards, 1890-1894; I. I*. Edwards, 1894-1910; L. W. Maller, 
1910, present incumbent. 

The matter of inprovement of school conditions generally has, 
for a number of vears, been given eareful attention. Under vary- 
ing forms of specific requirement, state diplomas have been issued 
to such schools as met certain requirements. On Jan. 1, 1910, sixty- 
seven Lee county schools had reecived state diploinas. Following 
is the list of such schools, which ineludes rural, village and high 
schools: 

District No. 1, sound; District Mo. 2, Sugar Cirove; Distrie: 
No. 3, Wild Cat; District No. 4. Gap Grove; Distriet No. 200, 
Prairieville; District No. 5. Oak Forest; Distriet No. 6, Hill; Dis- 
tiiet No. 7, Couks istrict No. S, Nelson: District No. 9, Walker: 
Distriet No. 40, Kine: Distriet No. 11, Nimball; Distriet No. 12; 
Harmon; District No. 15, Carbaugh: District No. 16, McKee; 
District No. 17, Lyons; District No. 19, White Chapel; District 
No. 22. Bend; Distriet No. 25, White Oak; Distriet No. 28, Burket; 
District No. 30, White Temple; District No. 31, Lievan; District 
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No. 32, Brick; District No. 36, Kidena; District No. 5%, March; 
District No. 53, Hillside; District No. 54, Pineview; District No. 
o0, Nachusa; District No. 56, Jimmert; District No. 59, Collins 
Dysart; District No. 60, Graves; District No. 61, Samuel Dysart; 
District No. 62, Hollister; District No. 80, Gay; District No. $1, 
Sanders; District No. 84, Dicrdort; District No. 86, Wagner; 
Mrstwiet No. St, Hart; District No. 90, Harck; District No. 96, 
Shaws; District No. 98, Ingalls; District Nu. 100, Gentry ; District 
No. 104, Austin; District No. 105, Sublette; District No. 106, 
Angier; District No. 118, Weiner; District No. 114, Stone Ridge; 
District No. 115, Miller; District No. 116, Salzman; District No. 
117, Dunton; District No. 118, Van Patten; District No. 120, 
Bernardin; District No. 121, Webber; District No. 124, West 
Brooklyn; District No. 141, Byrd; Distriet No. 142, Risetter; Dis- 
trict No. 148, Lee; District No. 149, Paw Paw; District No. 161, 
South Paw Paw; District No. 64, Secbaeh; District No. 88, Kisen- 
berg; District No. 89, Weishaar; District No. 91, Wellman; Dis- 
trict No. 33, Kelley; District No. 136, Steward; District No. 29, 
Preston. 

Plans for the reorganization of the standards of schools, and 
for classification of different tvpes of the same, materialized about 
the year 1908. These revised plans provided for standard one- 
room schools, superior one-room schools, and standard graded 
schools, a diploma and door-plate being issued im each ease. The 
new requirements for the standard one-room schools included 
special consideration of seat sizes and seat arrangement, heating 
and ventilating, and a general advance in school equipment and 
paraphernalia. The prerequisite conditions were first established 
by a personal inspection of a number of schools by a state imspector 
of schools who visited such schools in company with the county 
superintendent of schools, and met the direetors of such schools at 
the schoolhouse for special conference. This occurred in 1911, 
since which time the recommendations of the county superimten- 
dent have been accepted by the state superintendent on Jan. J, 
1914, the following one-reom schools, forty-three in number, have 
complied with the added requirements, and have reecived the new 
diploma with the designating doorplate, whieh has the words 
“Standard School’ sect in gold eolor upon a black haekgronnd : 

District No. 8, Nelson; District No. 2, Sugar Grove; District 
No. 3, Wild Cat; District No. 32. Brick ; District No. 140, Searhoro; 
District No. 54, Pineview; District No. 61, Samuel Dysart: District 
No. 161, South Paw Paw; District No. 10, King; District No. 25, 
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White Oak; District No. 42, Neeter; District No. 142, Risetter; 
District Nu. 208, Sunday; District Nu. 113, Weiner; District No. 
29, ieston; District No. SO) Weishaar; Distnet No, 96, Slinwes 
Iistiivt No. 7, Cook; District Nu. 90, Harek; District No. 9, 
Walker; District Nu. 121, Webber; District No. 1, Mound; District 
Nv. 33, INelley; District No. 97, Wedlock; District Nu. 30, White 
Tempie; District No. 147, Jonesville; District No. 145, Moffatt; 
District No. 31, Lievan; District No. 88, Kisenberg; District No. 
145, Hilleson; District No. 163, Wolverine; District No. 141, Byrd; 
District No. 91, Welhnan; District No. 209, Drummond; District 
No. 93, Inlet; District No. 36, Eldena; District No. 14, Lake; Dis- 
wich wor U1 Kimball: District So. Is; Vint Pattens Mister, No: 
S54, Mong; District No. 87, Harck; Distriet No. 86, Wagner; Dis- 
trict No. 20, Pupe; District No. 122, Van Campen: District No. 60, 
Graves. 

Twelve schools are nearly ready to enter this lst, and will in 
all piobability, be so registered before the cluse of the preseut 
school vear. Additional to this there is a long list of those who 
have made the start, they having installed new seats, and provided 
bupreved physical equipment, at a cost of hundreds of dollars. 
Verily the rial school is coming more nearly into its very own, and 
Hnproved conditions are indicating in an immistakable manner the 
progressive sentiment that today permeates every avenue of life’s 
activities. 

The ‘Superior School’? diploma is issued for modern arehitee- 
ture, and for general requirements far in excess of those indicated 
for “Standard Sehools,”’ it being the intention to make such 
schools models for the guidance of new strnetiures to be built in the 
days to come, This diploma is issued upon personal inspection of 
the state inspector, only. 

In receiving from the state educational department, the third 
diploma to be issued in the great State of Hhnois, for perfection 
of physieal equipment as exemplified in a school building, and 
proficieney in regular school work, Lee county regards with pride 
the new “Superior School”? at Searhoro., 

The honor shown its directors in sending from Springfield a 
representative from the state superintendent’s office to deliver a 
diploma anda doorplate is an henor quite unusual. 

Tt was through the tireless energy, and the beautiful philan- 
thropie spirit of Miss Tda M. Ditvin, of Searboro, daughter of one 
of Lee comity’s foremost pioneers. that the realization of this 
splendid type of school areliteeture became possible. 
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dn the suminer of 1911, Miss Durin notified the county superin- 
tendent of schools that she would contribute one-half of the cost of 
anew modern schoolhouse, provided the school district would raise 
the other one-half of the cost, and proceed at once with the erection 
of the building. 

This preposition was accepted, and the distriet’s portion of 
funds was also nade immediately available, by the purchase of the 
district bonds at a low rate of interest by Alss Divin. 

Plans for the including of sanitary features, and all regulations 
for comfort and utility, were developed by Miss Durin, who super- 
intendented every detail of the construction, in person. 

This building conforms to every modern item of perfeetion. la 
architecture, it is amodel. In sanitary appointments it seems to 
be more than perfect. The lavatories established therein have 
poreelain and mickel frmmishines. The Hbrarvreom is a little gem 
by itself, stored with just such books as the school demands. The 
wardrooms are examples of perfect arrangement. The seats are 
all graded to adapt themselves to the size of the pupils to oeenpy 
them from the first to the eighth grades. All ight is admitted te 
the room from the rear and left-hand side of the pupils. ATL out- 
buildings are approached by broad cement walks, the grounds are 
beantified by trees, shrubbery and flowers, and the school is pro- 
vided with pure sparkling drinking water from a well, equipped 
with modern bubbler dvinking apphances. 

The mmnber 3" indieated on the “Superior Diploma” issued 
to this school indicates that it is the third one granted by the state 
superintendent’s office to anv school within the borders of [hnois, 
amost vratifving and remarkable fact. 

The capaeity of the new sehool building was far inadequate to 
contain those who had assembled to assist in the formalities of the 
occasion, and the auditorium of the ehnreh adjacent was used for 
this purpose. 

Conspicuous on the program was the ‘f History of Our School,” 
by Ma. G. T. Noe, clerk of the board of directors. Tfis notations 
showed that the first schoo] at this plaee was tanght in Janes 
Thompson's original log eabin. Tn this deskless sehool-reom the 
seats were slabs without backs. placed around the walls of the room, 
Tn 1854 a schoolhouse was built by subseription. and three years 
later beeame the property of the schoo] distriet by purchase. Fire 
destroved this strmeture in 1864, and the Ellsworth schoolhouse 
replaced it in 1865. 
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The first teacher in this school was Mrs. Maria Kilsworth, and 
it was beautifully appropriate tu have her present, and to listen to 
her reminiscences of the days when she received $1.25 per week 
for hey services, and boarded round. 

The site of this school was sume distance south of the new 
Superior School, well sheltered on the north, west, and south by 
the trees of ‘Twin Grove. In recent years, this site was changed to 
the present location in Searbore, where the old building gave way 
for the modern new one. The old building was sold by the trustees, 
aud now forms a part of a store building in the village, and is 
occupied by C. C. Fisher, with a stock of general merchandise. 

Miss Kunice Fisher, daughter of Jacob Fisher is the present 
efficient teacher in this school, she is a graduate of the University 
of Wisconsin, aud holds a lite certificate from that state. By her 
painstaking efforts, splendid judgment, and general professional 
ability, she has eaused the schoo! to maintain a standard of work 
comniensurate with expectations. Manual training, musie, sewing, 
and the elements of domestic science are taught in this school in 
addition to the regular eourse of study. 

The State Inspector, Mr. U. J. Hoffman, commented with much 
enthusiasm, on the general conditions found here, indicating, ‘*L 
find everything up to expectations.”’ Plans are now developing 
for the visit of the state inspeetor, with a view to a beginning in 
the third list of sehools, the ‘Standard Graded School.’’ Doubtless 
a school of this type will soon grace the list as a pioneer in this 
departure. 

This portion of this contribution for history’s page would be 
incomplete without due recogmition of the faitlifilness and loyalty 
of Lee county’s teachers, without whieh these splendid aechieve- 
ments would be seriously interfered with; and to the large body of 
pupils and patrons whose zeal and fidelity know no rest. All eredit 
to them, they who bear the burdens in shine and shadow. ‘The 
inspector’s compliment to those responsible for the excellent 
fouudation for achieving these results for the general welfare of 
the rising generation is most appropriate in this ehronicle. ‘‘Lee 
connty bas a grand foundation for this work of improvement, im 
whieh there is honor enough for us all.’ 

The school systems of todav are well organized. Accredited 
courses of study are given in several of the schools maintaining the 
full four-year work, while schools maintaining but two years of 
sueh work, are given fnll, or liberal eredit for the work done. 
Rural school work is specifieally planned and executed, and 
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splendid standards maintained. Monthly reports to the homes are 
general. Bi-imouthily tests are provided for prospective graduates 
from rural schools and a *‘Central Hxamination’” paves the way 
with ‘‘half-eredit”’ for graduation. ‘*Central Examinations” are 
personally conducted by the county superintendent who reviews 
the work of each graduate, prescribing in the individual case for 
defieiencies, none worthy being barred from graduation until the 
opening of schools in the sueceeding vear. One hundred and twenty- 
five out of a class of one hundred and twenty-six graduated last 
vear, and the new High Sehool Tuition Aet, passed by the last 
reneral Assembly now makes the district responsible for all 
tuition payments necessary to give all pupils a bigh school eduea- 
tion. 

Among the new sehool laws enacted by the last (orty-eighth) 
General Assembly, we may note the following: The addition of 
$1,000,000 to the distributable fund for the distribution of 1914. 
The act to provide high sehool privileges for eighth grade grad- 
uates, the home district becoming responsible for the payment of 
the tuition of all such pupils. during the present (1915-1914) 
school vear, and each vear thereafter. The act to provide for the 
certification of teachers, to take effeet Jay 1. 1914, whereby the 
eounty will issue nine different forms of teachers” certificates, 
instead of two, at present. and whereby the exaninations for 
teachers’ certificates will be wholly in the hands of the state exam- 
ining board. The act relative to the cleetion of members of boards 
of education provides for nominations by petition, such petitions to 
be filed at least ten days prior to the eleetion and all ballots to be 
furnished by the district. 

The first annual report of the county siperintendent of schools, 
now evailable in the office of said officer, bears the date of 1869, 
and was made by Superintendent James H. Preston. The follow- 
ing items of interest are taken therefrom: 

Total persons under 21 vears of age, 13.513; number between 
6 and 21, 8,862: number enrolled in schools, 8,310; number of sehool 
distriets, 144; nuniber of sechoolliouses, 145. 

Male teachers, 93; female teachers, 164; total, 257. 

Highest monthly salary of men, $120; lowest monthly salary of 
men, £20: highest monthly salary of women, $50; lowest monthly 
salarv of women, $10. 

Amount received from distributable fund, 810,299.12. 

Total expenditure for all sehool purposes, 885,027.29. 
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One section of school land in Taniulton town, and one section in 
Viola town were yet tmsold. 

The annual report of the same officer for 1878, forty years ago, 
shows nnproved school conditions. Five hundred and sixty acres 
of the school section of Viola were sold during this vear for about 
$12.50 per acre. The remainder was sold later at about the same 
price, and the }Lamilton section was sold in 1892 for about $7.00 
per acre. One cannot help thinking that if the sale of these Lee 
county lands wlich were set aside for the perpetuation and main- 
tenance of schools, night have been deferred, our schools would 
have profited immeasurably thereby. 


Items of interest in the annual report of the county superin- 
tendent of schools for 1913 are as follows: 


Ninuber of kindemearian pupils .......2..022-.- 70 
NC ed Gre RclOls ay ode nas oa 4 
Number of teachers in private sehools .......... 14 
Foo nie niin Gee ie ee fy 22 oa ae cate as 411 
Dumber at pile selionl disticts ...,27.es..2e. 163 
Ninmber of publie schon) binldines ......624 4.64 169 
Number of teaching positions in publie schools. . .263 
NTE eC ae PONCE 405 kcav 0-0 wavs sok So wen =o 
NiMey Ot woe TUABCTS .., u. c55065 eres aren 240 
Tota valet SeNOML PPO eCTIY sca as eee $455,512.00 
ASCII TAG ee ee 153,697.00 
Citi tranierery ed anise ov. ua. 2. 176.64 
Pombtur tras pottatin of pips 2... ... OD 
Paid for new growmds and buildings .... 10,001.75 
Peltor er edn MCN 2). sccad ao eer eo ? 920.64 
Net expenditnves for school purposes.... 17149446 
Distributed by county supermtendent 

Prom <istiibiwel fd ..........2. 7,949.76 
Cash on hand—school funds ............ 84.515.57 


The following statisties pertain to numbers as per column 
explanation. 
Tota Total Enrolled 
under between in pubtie 
“Tyre. Guile]  sehools 
ESE EAS 0 sah eae eee oe erecteg gree Hag 278 254 
eC Valet ace ase agains eeae 264 181 132 
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UG Oates ta Ge waien aver a 25d lot ales 
PORK MUNC epg ewicas S455 60 4109 east) 
Sy howe Cele oe een ees yen well 266 108 
Pe Neer ON ets Saly un dalennau a oot aml 167 
MMM TOI « ce oe aeaink shee os lio 118 oe 
TMM oe ete a ae ee ome 303 261 134 
OC EOUiNe pianos d ea oe Shoe oot 240 17S 
EE SINS ieee consis Sen Yee 270 193 106 
Pete WWW IS” ete ee Wane es eo FA ~Alal Aaa 120 
IMMA ON oe eee oaebaw Hee Sale. 206 teas 
BSI) tare ete on et Le, heh P11 1,554 907 
(Conti ix Oli es ose eae: 1282 $43 630 
PC SONU). = Gu Su Salem oe wre ned 245 164 131 
USSy ull (0 na nee Ye Oa ot S47 635 485 
South China and Nachusa.. 535 363 294 
North China and Naehusa.. 9 115 82 oD) 
SOGS1) 10) eet aren See eee aa 389 211 Dad 
Gee WM ay . os cadena a aoe 397 251 181 
Aint Aw hs 2 eee ae 248 191 
BASU een g cite cen ieee nea ors oes 411 31) 249 


10,697 7496 D178 


Of those enrolled in public schools 617 were im high schools. 
There were 103 high sehool graduates and 124 graduates from the 
connnon schools. 

Tn 1931 an exhibit of the produets of the counties traversed by 
the Hlinois Central railroad was held at the Hlimois State Fair. 
My. Ernest J. Heeker of Amboy, Tilinois, had charge of Lee 
eounty’s exhibits on this oceasion, and took some fine prizes. 

Co-incident with this event, and maintained each vear there- 
after, a Bovs’ State Fair Sehool has been maintained by the Tlh- 
nois State Farmers’ Association, to which Lee county has sent 
representatives each vear—the same being hovs from the conntry 
and city schools. 

The 1911 class consisted of C.O. Rosenkrans, Miles Leavers and 
Charles W. Jeanblane, from Paw Paw. Amboy and Lee Center 
respectively. F. B. Waley and Ernest J. Heeker, both of Amboy, 
constituted the 1912 class, while George King and Roy Thomp- 
son, both of Amboy, composed the 1913 class. 

Tn all rural schools, and in several of the high sehools. the Mh- 
nois State Course of Stndy is frmdamentally the basic guide for 
the classification of pupils and for the work preseribed for study. 
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The subject of agriculture is now required for graduation from the 
rural schools. he subjects of manual training, sewing and domes- 
tic science are also fast becoming popular in rural schools, while 
drawing and voeal musie are taught in a large per cent of the coun- 
try schools. Exhibits of such work in local centers, and at the 
county fair, indicate that the popularity of these subjects is radiat- 
ing from thie cities and villages to the smaller rural centers, where, 
too, the larger training of voeational faeulties blends harmoniously 
with mental profictency. 

Standing, as it were, upon an eminence, from which we review 
the splendid records of the past, warming the heart with a glow 
of satisfaetion, and making plain, and ever more plain, the duty of 
all into whose eare is entrusted, during the plastic formative years 
of childhood, the moulding of character—the great leadership in 
matters of a better citizenship for the unborn days, and we pledge 
ourselves, one and all, to a rededication of faithfulness of effort, 
and a continuance of worthy motive in the great cause of education 
—for the children’s sake. 


CHAPTER XV 


HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE SWAMP 
By George A. Lyman 


The drainage of Inlet Swamp, comprising about 30,000 acres 
of land in the townships of Alto, Willow Creek, Reynolds, Viola, 
Bradford and Lee Center, in Lee county, Illinois, is one of the 
most stupendous undertakings in the history of northern Illinois 
—not alone from the magnitude of the work itself, but from the 
great difficulties that had to he overcome. The dam of solid rock 
half a mile thick, at Inlet, presented a barrier that had been looked 
upon as insurmouutable. 

Action for reclaiming these lands had been taken as far hack 
as the early "70s. The writer has been on at least three drainage 
assessinent juries sinee 1870; but all attempts proved futile and 
brought uo good results from the fact that there was no sufficient 
outlet. The ditehes cut at vartons times at several thousand dol- 
lars’ expense, through land that is practically a dead level, served 
as channels in which the water could accumulate during the sum- 
mer and fall, when the land was not overflowed; but they provided 
no current, and aided but little in removing the water. The ledge 
of roek at Inlet had to be ent throngh and a deep channel made as 
the first move in anv snecessful svstem of drainage. It took time 
and costly experiment to convince the majority of swamp-land 
owners of this. 

To Ira Brewer, one of the earliest settlers of Bradford town- 
ship. helongs the eredit and the honor of being the pioneer in 
reclaiming the swamp lands of Tnlet. He first recognized the pros- 
pective valne of the lands and was always active in protecting 
public interest in them. The old Dewey dam, eight fect high, set 
the water back ahont twelve miles and overflowed about fifteen 
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thousand acres of land. All these lands were given to the county 
by the state, which received them from the Government. A move 
Was made in the early days to have the 15,000 acres of over- 
fiowed lands given to the mill owners for a perpetual miil- 
pond. The action was well meant, and at that time appeared to 
be a wise and judicious action; and but for the personal efforts 
of Ira Brewer it would have been consunnnated. He stood at first 
almost alone i bis opposition to 1t on the county beard, and was 
the only member that was determined mm his opposition to it. The 
scheme was finally defeated by a majority of one. 

Following this action came the removal of the Dewey dam at 
Inlet and the lowering of the water level all over the tract of 
30,000 acres. In place of the waste of water in which grew gigantic 
rushes, Indian rice and other worthless vegetation, the home of 
milhons of geese, ducks, swan, brant, pheasant, grouse, wild 
turkey and other wild game, there came in gradually a growth 
of coarse slough grasses, some short and mingled with weeds in 
great variety, other kinds rank and tall, growing to a height of 
ten or twelve feet. The land was overflowed during the spring 
and early suinmer, but later tniess the season was wet, the water 
drained off and the sod, which was of the very toughest nature, 
wonld bear up a team and loaded wagon. During the fall of the 
year, after the grass had been killed by frosts, magnificent prairie 
fires prevailed until snow came; the flames at night, when there 
were high winds, lighting up the sky with surpassing grandeur, 
enabling a person to read by the ght niles away, and bemg 
visible for a distance of nearly one hundred miles. These mag- 
nificent scenes of thirty vears and more ago remain imdehbly 
nNupressed upon the memories of those who witnessed them. Dur- 
ing the winter months there were unlimited skating facilties. 
It continued to be the home and nesting place of wild fowl, and 
ol deer, wilt, and other eame, aid was a paradise for lnmters: 
During the grazing season the eastern part of Viela township 
was headquarters for an immense herding ground extending 
throughout the entire eastern part of the swainp, where thousands 
of eattle and horses were herded by a troop of herders—eattle for 
one dollar a head and horses for two dollars a head during the sea- 
son. Robert M. Peile of Reynolds township handled the herding 
many vears, and aman by the name of Collins also had a large herd 
there. Hnelosed pastures were almost tnknown in those vears, and 
almost everv farmer in the eastern part of the county, and many 
from a greater distance, had cattle in the herd during the sum- 
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mer season; and notwithstanding the swarms of ‘green-heads’ 
and other aunoving isects, stock came out in good condition the 
first of October. 

The swamp, especially about the edges, began to be drver; the 
quality of the grasses became better and better. Atteuipts were 
made to ratse crops on lands that a few years before were under 
water; the wild grass unproved in quahty, and dry seasons after 
harvest hundreds of farmers from miles around conld be found 
vn the swamps" cutting “tsprangle-top”™ hay. At first it cost 
nothing but the labor of cutting, curing, aud hauling; but in a few 
years its value became known to the land-owners and it sold for 
from fifty cents to one dollar and fifty cents an aere standing. Dur- 
ing the extremely dry summer of 1887 the marsh was nearly all eut 
for hay, farmers and liverymen coming from Polo, Oregon, and 
even farther, buying the standing hay for from one dollar to one 
dollay and fitty cents an aere. ‘‘Pond hav’? sold the following 
winter as igh as eight doHars to ten dollars a ton. 

About this stage in the transformation of the marsh lands, 
the project of forming a Ihnnting park was agitated hy Mv. Val- 
entine Hicks of Bradford, who owned what was formerly the 
Breanen Chnk fam, now owned hy W. &. Frost, Iv. He is a 
native of Long Island, a practieal hunter with much experience 
in such matters, having organized the first hunters’ club of New 
York city and was the fonnder of a hnuting park at Currituck 
Somd, North Carolina. After several vears of agitation the 
“Rising Sun Park Association’? was organized and incorporated 
with a capital stock of $50,000, comprising 500 shares of $100 
‘ach, with the principal office at Ashton, Lee county, Mlinois, the 
dnration of the corporation to be ninety-nine vears. The object 
was to preserve the lands—inelosing a traet about seven miles 
square—for game and fish, for hunting and pleasure for mem- 
hers of the association. The Rising Sun Park Assoejation was 
Incorporated Dee, 24, 887, and papers issued, Henry 1). Dement 
being Seeretary of State. The incorporators were Samuel Dysart, 
John Nelles, Samuel F. Mills. U. Grant Dysart, Valentine Ticks, 
Willian A. Hunt, Dr. Nicholas Rowe. A constitution and by- 
laws were adopted and books for snbseviption to the capital stock 
were opened, 

There were eight direetors: Samuel Dysart, Franklin Grove; 
Samuel F. Mills, Ashton; John NeHes. West Brooklyn: Valen- 
tine Hicks. Bradford; Div. N. Rowe, 3483 State street. Chicago; 
Dwight Townsend, 187 Broadway, New York; Mr. H. S. Bergen, 
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Bay Ridge, L. [.; Mr. M. C. Clark, Washington, D. C. The officers 
were: President, Samuel Dysart; vice-president, Valentine 
Tlicks; treasurer, N. A. Petrie, Ashtun; seeretary, U. Grant Dy- 
sart, Franklin Grove. A part of the stock was subseribed and a 
lively interest was taken in the enterprise by gentlemen in Chi- 
cago, New York and other places. There arose a contest for 
supremacy between those favoring a park and those favoring 
reclaiming the land for agnienitural purposes. Tt is still thought 
by some that a game preserve would have been a good thing, and 
fully as profitable in the long run as te dry up the great source 
of water sipply in that seetion. The advantages of a game park 
and preserve as contemplated by Mr. Hieks and others were 
never understood by the landowners and the public. We are too 
practical and would tirvn everything to profit, regardless of pleas- 
ure and other considerations. A game preserve, as contemplated, 
eomprising about fifty square miles, would have been a souree of 
profit to farmers in that seetion, in the greatly enhaneed value of 
land whieh would follow the attractions of a park owned and 
beautified by wealthy men of the cities. THard reads, telegraph 
and telephone lines, fine elnb-honses, distingnished visitors with 
money to spend with a postoffice and other features most desir- 
able and advantageous would have followed in time. 

Tn this connection it is proper te eall attention te the game 
park now in process of establishment in Bureau eounty. e¢om- 
prismye about twenty thousand aeres of what is known as St. 
Peter’s maysh—a tract of land very similar to the Inlet marsh 
lands. It would not be diffienlt to drain these lands; but a park 
association has been organized, wealthy men have been interested 
in the project, and $200,000 will be used in the purvehase of the 
tract and as mueh more for attractive elub honses and for beanti- 
fying and making necessary improvements. The association will 
be organized and take possession this season, 1901. 

While these marsh lands were well adapted to the purposes of 
a game park, the idea of reelanming them for agricultural pur- 
poses had gained sueh a hold upon the minds of the landowners, 
that it prevailed, and the game park project failed. [It had the 
effect, however, of forcing the friends of drainage to aet more 
promptly and decidedty. The game park movement is an ineident 
in the Inistory of the swamp lands that is woithy of this notice. 
fad the movement been launched ten or twenty vears earlier, the 
prospect of sneceess wonld have been good. Only those who lived in 
the viemity of the swamps in the early days, before and just 
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after the Dewey dam was removed, would believe the marvelous 
facts that conld be narrated of the millions of geese, duck, brant, 
swan, and other water fowl that dnring the spring and fall cov- 
ered the swamps, vising in immense flocks that literally spotted 
the sky like flying clonds and filled the air with a noisy quack 
and cackle, flying low in the air within easy range of a shot-gun— 
with prairie chicken, quail, pheasant, sand-lill crane, and other 
game, all in such vast number as to become a nuisance in grain 
fields. Wild game was more common on the table than domestie 
fowl during the spring and fall; and a wild goose, a pair of ducks 
or a brace of chickens could often be had for the asking. 

The wisdom and foresight of Tra Brewer had become mani- 
fest, and the swamp lands came during all these vears to have 
a value, “The ides-of draiminie the lninds beean to take shajie, 
although but few beheved they would ever become equal in value 
to the adjacent highlands. Sehemes of private dyvamage and 
dramage under special acts of the Legislature were worked with 
little sneeess and net mueh profit. The landowners were not 
satisfied until they had practically demonstrated that the lands 
could not be drained with a wide stone dam at the natural ontlet 
only a few inches lower than the level of the swamp. The stone 
dam must he cut through and a svstem of ditehes dng, at an 
expense estimated by Alv. Rutledge, the first engineer emploved 
to make a full and careful estimate. of $185,000. This dismaved 
the landowners. being far more than the entire swamp was worth. 
The svstem was modified to reduce the expense to $67,000. That 
was the first outlay. The completed svstem has cost nearly the 
#185,000; and the price of the swamp lands now fully equals, and 
even execeds the price of the adjacent uplands. 

Sometime during 1885 or 1886 three men owning large tracts 
of land in the swamps—Iva Brewer of Bradford, John Nelles of 
Viola, and A. B. MeFarland of Mendota—joined in an effort to 
organize a drainage district on a seale never before contemplated. 
It was to take in all the lands that would he benefited by drainage 
and open an outlet of sufficient depth and capacity throneh the 
rock at Inlet. This was the first movement that eulminated in 
the organization of Tnlet Swamp Drainage District. They met 
with opposition and faced diffieulties that would have daunted 
men ol ees foresieht, comrace ind perseverance. To then, espe- 
mally to Mr. John Nees, of Viola, belones the eredit of having 
net only originated the work, hut of having cleared the way of 
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preliminary dithculties, secured the good will of the majority of 
landowners toward the enterprise and put it on a sound basis. 
Those who now enjoy the benefits and advantages of the drain- 
ave system have little idea of the time and money expended by Mr. 
NeHes in preparing the way, meeting the objections, and allay- 
ing the fears of Jandowners. Opposition to a seheme involving 
so chonmous an ontlay was natural, and it required the highest 
degree of patience, taet and perseverance to bring a majority of 
the landowners into acceptance of lis views and secure their sup- 
port for the enterprise. 

This prehminary work, so efficiently performed and so essen- 
tial to future suecess, was most ably seconded by the masterful 
expantive abibty and minting encrey of Mi Wesley Sreward: 
one of the first commissioners after the organization of the dis- 
trict. It is Just and proper te make special mention of the invalu- 
able services rendered by Commissioner Steward, the man of 
action and energy who bore the brunt of the work during the early 
vers and devoted the most of his time to it. Those associated 
with him in the work bear witness to his superior aetivity and 
helpfulness, and join in giving to him the place of honor as the 
excertive head of the commission. 

The successful completion of the work is not the only remark- 
whle feature of the enterprise. Seldom, if ever, has an under- 
taking of such magnitude, so far-reaehing in its results, invelving 
so many interests, and affecting the rights and property of so 
large a number of individuals, been earmed out with se little 
tigation and se few mistakes. Every move has heen well 
planned, carefully considered with referenee to all interests in- 
volved, and skillfully and thoronghly executed. There has been 
no Indeeision nor delay, and few if any errors in judgment. The 
nights of individuals have been earefully considered with reter- 
ence to the best interests of the distriet as a whole: and so mueh 
eare and good judgement has been exereised in every detail of the 
work that the district has been invelved in no litigation; some- 
thing most remarkable, and which reflects the highest eredit upon 
the wisdom, sagacity and sense of justice of the attomey for the 
strict. the Judge and the commissioners, No other drainage 
district, small or darge, can show sucha record, although the Tnlet 
Swamp Dramage District encountered all the troubles and diffi- 
culties that have beset anv other drainage distriet, and met and 
peacefully settled some difficulties of a serious nature, encoun- 
tered by no other district vet organized, 
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Many precedents have been established for other districts to 
follow; and the proecedings as a whole will be found of great 
historie value as well as of historic interest. The work will yemain 
a monument to the foresight, perseverance and good Judgment of 
the men who organized it, and the men who have borne a part m 
planning, directing and executing it. 


HISTORICAL REVIEW OF THE ENTERPRISE 


Bee Banalwell. 


In the eastern section of Lee county is a large body of land 
known as ‘‘Tnlet Swamp which until recent vears was not only 
of little worth, but seriously depreciated the tracts that bordered 
it. The more depressed portions were submerged in wet seasons, 
so that large areas were converted into lakes and ponds. The pre- 
vaihng growth in this part of the tract was slough erass horse 
high, cattail, bullaushes and the like. The land coming within this 
class had no market value. In dry seasons the finer grades of 
slough grass were cut for hay, but in wet seasons hunters enjoved 
the only revenue. It is diffienlt to estimate the acreage in the 
slongh proper, but it was probably not less than ten thousand 
aeres. 

A marvelous change has been wrought in all this section hy the 
organization of Inlet Swainp Drainage Distriet and the work it 
has been earrving on and has brought to final completion this 
winter. The district was organized in the county cont of Lee 
eounty, the Ton. R. 8. Farrand, judge presiding, by an order 
entered Aug. 5, 1887, the petition therefor having been filed on the 
10th day of the preeeding November. Mueh bitter opposition was 
aroused aud every conecivable obstacle interposed hy a large ele- 
ment of the interested landowners, whe seemed to labor under the 
conviction that the movement was destined to resnit in virtual 
eonfiseation of theiy property. The feasibihty and utility of the 
scheme was doubted by many who believed that the eost of the 
work would greatly overmatch the benefits to he derived, Int 
now that the hopes of the most sanguine have been realized. the 
work is generally regarded asa great success. Tn view of develop- 
nents, it seems unaecountahle now. that the nndertaking should 
have met the antagonism it did from the very Jandowners whe 
have since reaped rich henefits in vearly incomes from onee mnsal- 
able property, and in the consequent enhancement of values. 
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Though little has been said or known about this work outside 
the imniediate vicinity where it has been going on, and aside from 
occasional artieles in the Amboy Jonrual and brief references to 
it in other papers and the formal legal notiees appearing as 
required, the press has been silent regarding it; the fact is that 
no public work ever carried forward in Lee county compares with 
it in magnitude of wealth created or reclaimed. Tt has raised 
whole farms from the mire, and converted an unsightly, pestilen- 
tial swamp into a rich agrieultural district, where lands unsal- 
able before ave bringing from sixty dollars to eighty dollars an 
acre. 

It has added an average of nearly 40 per cent to the assessable 
value of the lands within the district. By towns the imerease has 
been as follows: 


Alto from $11,798 in 1886 to $14.722 in 1899 
Bradford from 21,791 im 1886 to 34,010 im 1899 
Lee Center from 26.219 in 1886 to 32,420 in 1899 
Willow Creck from 6.228 in 1886 to 6,402 in 1899 


Viola from 59,177 in 1886 to 120,083 in 1899 
Reynolds from 28.556 in 1886 to 47,569 in 1899 
$183,769 $255,206 


The inerease in acinal market value, as indicated hy fle price 
at whieh lands have been sold and are now selling, is very much 
greater than these figures would indicate. 

The process by which sneh beneficent results have been accom- 
plished may, therefore, be a matter of public interest, and it is 
dne to those who have encouraged and supported the enterprise, 
as well as to the officers who have borne the burdens of the task 
and simonnted its many difficulties and diseonragements, that 
the story of the task be told. 

The distriet embraces 30,079 acres, all of which was found 
by the conrt to need drainage, although much was fair pasture and 
hay land in other than wet vears. The four main ditehes or ehan- 
nels have a total length of thirty-two miles, into whieh empty over 
seven and one-half mules of smaller ditehes and ‘laterals. ”’ 

Prelnunary toe the order organizing the district the eourt 
appointed I. CG. Parsons, Wesley Steward and Jolin Nelles, eom- 
missioners fo lay ont the proposed ditches and repert plans, pro- 
files and estimates, including the probable cost of the work. They 
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first called to their assistance the county’s old rehable engineer, 
Wilham MeMahon, Esq., but he soon discovered that he could not 
go on with the work to the end. Mr. A. E. Rutledge, a thoroughly 
competent young engineer of Rockford, took lis place and Mr. 
MeMahon contributed sueh counsel as was needed. As far as 
weather would permit advantage was taken of the frozen condi- 
tion of the ponds the following winter to make the surveys, and on 
Aypiil 21, 1887, the commissioners submitted their report. The 
engineer estimated that the proposed district drained a watershed 
of about one hundred and fifteen thousand acres, and that the eon- 
struction of the ditches as located by his survey would require 
the removal of 1,544,817 enbie vards of earth and 79,700 eubie 
vards of stone. The commissioners reported that the work. inelud- 
ing all expenses of the district, would probably reach $185,000. 
When the report came up for hearing the protestants were numer- 
ous. Every available lawyer in the county, and some from neigh- 
boring counties, were enlisted and the eourt room was crowded 
with indignant Jandowners from far and near, clamoring for pro- 
tection against what was characterized as a high-handed outrage 
on the part of the commissioners. 

After patient hearmg the court ordered the commissioners 
to estimate and report the probable cost of a modified svstem, ter- 
minating the ‘‘Main Ditch’’ 2,600 feet below the Birdsall bridge, 
instead of at the Badger dam, as recommended by the commis- 
stoners, lessening the depth and width of the rock cut at Inlet, 
generally contracting the size of the ditches throughout the dis- 
trict and reducing the estimated immaterial to be removed to 
640,000 cubie yards of earth and 10,400 eubie vards of stone. The 
commissioners reported the probable cost of such work at $67,000. 
On the basis of this report the court granted the order organizing 
the district. the purpose being to construct the ditches according 
to the modified svstem. Time has shown that the one first advanced 
by the commissioners should have heen followed, but pubhie senti- 
ment in that as in most matters had to be edueated up to the point 
of wisdom. Drainage was then in its infaney and nmust needs 
slowly win its way to publie favor, as it has most triumphantly 
done. The ditches, as at last constructed, conform substantially 
to the lines and dimensions laid down by these first commissioners 
and their young engineer. 

The contract to do this first work was let Feb. 15, 1888. in two 
portions, the larger to Pollard & Goff who sublet it to MeGilhis & 
Company, the lesser to Gilbert F. [lenning. 


230 HISTORY OF LEER COULEWTY 


A jury composed of William MeMahou, foreman, J. C. How- 
lett, James Kirby, John Fruit. Jehn Holdren, Abram Bennett, 
Jerome Bennett, Jolin Nass, George Carey, G. A, Lyman, E. W. 
Pomeroy and James Wing, was impaueled to spread the assess- 
ment on the lands of the district for the required $67,000, This 
work was done during the fall of 1887, and was very thoroughly 
performed, every tract threughont the entire distriet being 
inspected carefully by the jury in a body, the work covering a 
period of nearly three mouths. The land in tracts was classified 
In proportion to the benetits to be received from the drainage— 
from 5 to 100; that is, those tracts reeciving the least benefit were 
marked 5, the next im order of benetits 10. and so on, the tract 
receiving the greatest benefit being marked 100, The $67,000 was 
then apportioned to cach tract from these figures aceording to the 
muimber ef acres ina tract. Work was begun and was pushed 
vigorously during the vear 188s, 

A year Jater, Feb. 15. 1889, the eoumiissioners made a report, 
based on the actual rest of the vear’s work, to the effeet that 
the first assessment would fall short of completing the ditches, and 
asking for a seeond assessment. After due hearing at which the 
prior opposition was renewed, the court ordered an assessment of 
$17,000 to finish the work undertaken, and a jury te make the 
sie Was again mmpancled, composed of William MeMahon, fore- 
niu A.C. Wowlett, Jerome Bennett, A... Tompkins, Abram Ben- 
nett, John Toldren, James INitby, Jolm Fruit. George Carey, 
Jolin Nass, G. A. Lyman and A. B. Fiteh, and their labors were 
coufimmed by the comt Mav 6, 1889, In the course of that sum- 
mer the ditehes were eompleted. 

Ane. 3, 1891, the court ordered the commissioners to extend an 
assessment of S2,800 for purposes of repair, and their action was 
confinmed by the court Dee. 7 1891. 

As the season went by it became more and more apparent to 
the comnissioners and to the ardent friends of the work, that the 
ditches were entirely inadequate to thoroughly drain the swamp 
ad give the owners of lands the relief sought. The swamp was 
avast basin of wet or sogev land, dominated hy ledges of rock at 
Tnlet. the only place of eseape. The level of water was ganged 
by the lowest point in this barrier. Below this the water saturat- 
ing the soil contd net fall, excepting by evaporation, any more 
than a fall barrel could empty itself’. As completed, the open- 
ing through the rock was eighteen feet wide at bottem, and about 
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five feet deep. Through this aperture the floods of the rainy 
seasons were conipelled to pass, and it was impossible for the 
water tu get away quickly enongh and lower the water level in 
the soil sufficiently to render the wetter lands reliable for til- 
age. This was evident to any unprejudiced person. 

With the hope of remedying this radical defect the commils- 
sioners petitioned the court, July 18, 1895, for authority to widen 
the reek cut to the width of twenty-four feet at bottom and. to 
deepen it four or five feet, and to extend the ‘Main Ditech” to 
the Badger dam to secure the necessary fall. But at the hear- 
ing the opposition on the part of many of the landowners was 
so stubborn that the court was compelled te refuse the petition 
of the commissioners; and thus did the contesting landowners once 
more accomplish the temporary defeat of thovengh drainage, and 
postpone the benefits ultimately to be attained. It will be seen 
that at no time was it the fault of the commissioners that the 
svstem stopped short of the highest efficieney: but by a strange 
blindness to self-interest, and an unaccountable disrespect of the 
law which prevents water from runing up hill, the contesting 
proprictors obstinately set thenelves against the necessary in- 
provements. This was in 1893. At this writing (December, 1900 ) 
an ontlet of much greater capacity than here proposed is carrying 
away the water of the district. 

Restive under the restraints and Josses inflicted by a policy so 
short-sighted, a number of owners of lands in the district, residing 
in the central part of the state where the value of drainage had 
been demonstrated, generously offered to pay the expense of 
widening the roek cut. The proposition was submitted to the eourt 
and the commissioners were authorized to accept the proffer and 
do the woik. The eut was thus made twenty feet wider down to 
a line within a few feet of the bottom at a cost to these people of 
€10.241.81, for whieh they have received no reimbursements other 
than the benefits resnIiting to their holdings in eommon with the 
rest of the Jands of the distriet. These non-resident landowners 
were 1epresented by Alr. KE. FL Nichols of Delevan, Fl.. whose 
intelligent Judgement and persistent labors in supporting the com- 
Inissioners and promoting the imterests of the district deserve to 
he here recognized as well nigh invaluable. 

Tn July. 1895, the commissioners reported a shortage of funds 
needed to keep the ditches in good condition: that trees were 
becoming reoted and bars were forming. After due notice and 
hearing the court Hupancled a jury to levy a fourth assessment 
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amounting to $9,000 on the lands of the district—James Nirby, 
foreman, Abram Bennett, Warren Smith, Dennis Bradshaw, John 
M. Sterling, F. KE. Rogers, George Carey, W. B. Merriman, Hi- 
vam Hetler, MMM. Avery, H. EK. Chadwick and W. We Gilmore, 
comprised the jury. Their work was contirmed by the court Nov. 
4, 1895. 

In 1897 the commissioners made a third and suecessful effort 
to extend and enlarge the outlet and increase the capacity of all 
the ditches to proportions adeqnate to carry off the water as 
quickly as possible. Proper profiles, plans and estimates were 
made and presented to the court with their petition May 19, 1897, 
It was noticeable on the heaving of this petition that the grounds 
of opposition had shifted. The ditches had been for vears argu- 
ing the canse of drainage, and their logic had eompelled recog- 
nition, Now the qnestion did not turn on the advisability of 
vreater capacity and switter flow, but on the adjustment of the 
tax umong the different owners. 

On the hearing of this petition the court found “that it is 
necessary that the ditches of the district be widened, extended 
and deepened, as herematter ordered, in order to secure the proper 
drainage of the lands of the district ;’’? and that ‘‘the probable cost 
of said work, together with charges and expenses necessarily inei- 
dent thereto will be fifty-five thousand doHars."” Accordingly 
the court ordered the commissioners, June 7, 1897, to extend an 
assessment of that amonnt on the lands of the district for the 
purpose of lowering the cut through the reck four to five feet and 
widening it to the width of thirty feet and extending the ‘‘Main 
Diteh”’ to a point 100 feet below the Kreiter dam and lower- 
ing correspondingly the North Diteh, Fourth Diteh, Middle Ditch 
and South Ditech, as well as certain laterals. This work has now 
been conipleted: and thus has been vindicated, by both eorrt and 
pubhe sentiment, after a long and often disheartening struggle, 
the poliey recommended by the first commissioners and their engi- 
neer and advocated by their successors. The loss eaused by its 
belated victory has fallen on the property owners. 

This fifth assessment made by the eommmissioners was confirmed 
by the eourt Sept. 18, 1897, and on the 16th day of the same 
month the contract for the work was let to John W. Bover of 
North Manchester, Ind. Mar. Boyer’s proseention of the work was 
so dilatory and unsatisfactory that the commissioners rescinded 
their coutract with him and relet the job to Mr. Jehn E. Burke 
of Chieago at the same figures. Notwithstanding the many unex- 
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pected difficulties encountered by reason, prineipally, of unfavor- 
able weather, he hung manfully to his task and fullfilled his eon- 
tract to the letter, execpt in the date of completion, which was 
extended as the necessities of the situation required, Mr. 
Burke’s work showed him to be a thoroughly reliable contraetor. 

But the money raised by the fifth assessment proved insuffi- 
eient to finish the job and the eommissioners were forced to peti- 
tion the court for a sixth assessment. After due hearing, at which 
many landowners appeared, the court ordered that $15,000 more 
be raised to complete the work and repair the ditehes. This order 
was entered Jan. 13, 1900, and a jury to extend the assessment 
was impaneled, consisting of James Kirby, foreman, Jesse Cole, 
Hiram Hetler, Edward Lamb, Abram Bennett, E. L. Thorp, F. L. 
Childs, F. E. Rogers, Frank Messer, George W. Smith, William 
V. Jones and B. I’. Lane, whose assessment was confirmed by the 
court July 6, 1900. 

The ditches of the system being now finally completed it only 
remains to maintain them in sueh eondition as will render them 
most serviceable. The assessments aggregate $165,800, and this 
plus the contribution mentioned must be set down as the cost of 
ditches to date, less such portion of the last assessment as will be 
left for repair purposes. 

The work done under the contract with Pollard & Goff was at 
the rate of ten to twelve cents (according to loeality) per eubie 
yard for earth, fifty-five cents for stone and thirty-five cents for 
hardpan. ‘The rate under the eontraet with Henning was nine and 
one-half to twelve cents (according to loeality) per eubie yard for 
earth, twenty-five cents for stone and hardpan; but the Pollard & 
Goff contract embraced all the roek and hardpan work. Under all 
the contracts with Boyer and Burke the price was ten cents per 
eubie vard for earth, fifty-five cents for stone and forty cents 
for hardpan. The three contraets were let to the lowest bidder 
and were considered to be very favorable to the distriet. In caeh 
instance there was sharp competition among contraetors seeking 
the job. 

The assessments were made pavable in installments. The last 
installment of the several assessments fall due as follows: Of the 
first in 1902: of the second in 1895; of the third in 1896; of the 
fourth in 1900; of the fifth in 1912; of the sixth in 1905, Of the 
first assessment $21,000 of the principal has been paid, $12,000 
of principal will be paid this vear (1900), $15,000 in 1901, and the 
balance, $19,000, in 1902. The second and third assessments have 
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been fully paid. The last instalhnent ($630) of the fourth assess- 
nent will be paid this year. The sixth assessment is payable in 
three installments, of $5,000 each, m 1903, 1904 and 1905. The fifth 
assessinent is divided into nine installments, payable cach year 
commencing in 1906 and ending in 1912. The poliev of the court in 
so adjusting the several assessments Was to postpone the heavier 
payments until such time as the owners would be receiving the 
benefits of the work. The amount dne this vear, eluding interest, 
is substantially the same as last. Next year it will be $1,600 more 
and in 1902 the climax will be reached, the amount then falling due 
with interest being $20,140. After that the burden, exelusive of 
interest, which will lessen with every payment, will average about 
&7,000 a vear (not taking into account pavments made in advanee), 
ov about 25 per eent more than the rate of 1897. The assessments 
all daisy interest at the rate of per cent per auniuni. 

Inasmuch as the payment of the assessments was postponed, 
and it was neeessary to have funds available to pay contractors 
and meet the general expenses of the distriet, the court directed 
the commissioners to borrew money on the bonds of the distriet. 
payable out of the several assessments when collected, exeept the 
last. Of this last assessment $8,945.39 has already been paid by 
the Jandowners and they have received their releases from further 
Habihty on aceount of the sixth assessment. 

Six series of bonds have been issued, all bearing interest it. 
6 per cent per annum, but all exeept the first issue of $6,000 were 
sold at such a preminmn as in effect redueed the interest much 
below this rate. 

The tax on the lands of the district if distributed equally 
would be approxunately five dollars and fifty cents per acre, but 
as the constant effort has been to adjust the load aeeording to 
benefits, many tracts are charged with much more and many nineh 
less than this. The reeord shows that the largest total asscssinent 
paid by any one is ten dollars and forty cents per acre. 

The work of the eivil engineers who laid out the ditehes and 
supervised their eonstrnetion has been from the first extremely 
sitistaetary. Mi G. 1. T. Shaw af Dixon sneceeded Nh Rite 
ledge, and by his ability and fairness has added to a well earned 
repitation m beth respeets. 

Josiah Little. the old-time and always reHable banker of Ai- 
how, was early appointed treasurer of the district and still securely 
holds the purse, the details of the office heing discharged by his 
efficient cashier, Mr. TF.N. Vaughan. 
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The district has been fortunate in its comparative imninity 
from litigation. Portentous clouds gathered in the early days, 
and various mutterings such as the lawyers of the county com- 
bined were eapable of, disturbed the air, but im due time the 
clouds drifted away, the threatenings subsided, and ecaln pre- 
vailled. One landowner appealed from the assessment of damages 
awarded him. he contest ended with the verdiet of a jury in 
the county court. 

The failure of Glann & MeDonald, subcontractors under 
Boyer, to comply with the terms of the contract, and their aban- 
donment of the job leaving workmen and material—men mnpaid— 
forced the commissioners again into court. Something over $2,000 
was due Bover on final settlement. Glann & McDonald insisted 
that the money should be paid to them, and the people whom they 
owed also contended for it; while Boyer, who was disposed to 
pay the men, but refused to pay the defaulting subcontractors, 
demanded the money. Under this sort of eross-fire the commis- 
sioneis were compelled to bring an interpleader suit in the eiveuit 
court whereby the rights of the contestants should be deter- 
mined. Glann & McDonald, claiming to be non-residents, removed 
the case to the United States Court in Chicago, where it is still 
pending. 

t™ extending the ditches bevond the original boundaries of the 
distiiet as required hy the court's order of Jan. 7, 1897, it was 
necessary to condemn the right of wav or aeqnire it by purchase. 
Not being able to come to an agreement with the owner of the 
Badger dam, the destrnetion of which was necessary, a jm'v was 
called to assess the damage. Only one other contest has been 
experienced. Indeed it was the only gennine lawsuit in the his- 
tory of the district, and was occasioned by the erection of a tem- 
porary dam at Inlet to produce backwater sufficient to float the 
dredges. A portion of the farm of Austin Willis was overflowed 
and he sned the commissioners personally as wel) as in their 
official capaeity for damages. He recovered in the cirenit court, 
but the appellate court reversed the jndgment and dismissed the 
smit. A. C. Bardwell, of Dixon, has been the attorney for the 
disthict from the first. The organization was effected, all assess- 
ments were made and all bends were issued under his divee- 
tion. and he has had charge of whatever litigation has ocenrred. 
Tt may he fairly said that he has alwavs faithfully seeonded the 
commissioners in their poliev of patience and conciliation. by 
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which the district has been safely steered through and beyond 
the shoals of complicating litigation which frequently threat- 
ened it. 

But eredit for the successful development of Inlet Swamp 
Drainage District is chiefly due to the court and the commis- 
sioners—a court that had faith in the possibilities of drainage 
and at the same time proper regard for the views of the land- 
owners and conunissioners who were steadfast in their purpose to 
accomplish the thorough drainage of the lands of the district. It, 
doubtless, would have been much more economical if the required 
finds had been raised in one or two assessments instead of six, 
and greatly to the benefit of the proprietors if the work as first 
proposed could have all been done under the first contract; but 
conditions which could not be ignored demanded a slower, though 
more expensive process. 

As already noted the first commissioners (the ones who may be 
justly said to have laid the foundations of the work) were E. C. 
Parsons of Dixon, Wesley Steward of Steward and John Nelles 
of Viola. On the organization of the district the court appointed 
William 8. Frost of Bradford, Henry B. Cobb of Viola and Wes- 
levy Steward, their successors. Frost was made president and 
Steward secretary. The board as thus constituted continued with- 
out changes until Sept. 12, 1899, when Xavier F. Gehant was ap- 
pointed in Mr. Steward’s place, and succeeded him as secretary. 
They have all accounted to the county court for every dollar of the 
funds expended by them, and every expenditure, item by item, will 
be found spread upon the records of the court, where he may read 
who eares. That these several commissioners should each be some- 
what proud of their part in the work as finally consummated is not 
strange. No better nor more enduring monument marks the faith- 
ful services of publie officers in Lee county. 

Tn 1901 the 30,000 acres comprising and bordering the 
old Inlet Swamp will take their place among the most pro- 
ductive and valuable agricultural districts in the county to which 
thev belong. The only solicitude now to be indulged is that a 
network of drainage on which so mueh has been expended may not 
be properly eared for. If not kept elear of the industrious and 
prolific willow, and if bars are allowed to form, its service will 
rapidly decline and the Jands will suffer accordingly. It is to be 
hoped that in maintaining the ditches up to the highest state of use- 
fulness the commissioners will receive the active cooperation of 
all persons interested thercin. 


JOUN DINON 


CHAP TEREX I 


JOHN DIXON 
By Henry 8. Dixon 


John Dixon was born at Rye, Westchester county, New York, 
Oct. 9,1784. His father, likewise named John Dixon, was a native 
of Neweastle on Tyne, England, and eame to America during the 
War of the Revolution as an officer in the British Army. He 
married an American woman named Elizabeth Purdy, and did not 
return to England after the war but remained in Westehester 
county, New York, until his death. It is said that the wife of the 
first John Dixon was disinherited by her parents because of her 
marriage to the British offieer. Of this marriage ten ehildven were 
born, viz.: Thomas Dixon, James Dixon, Phoebe Dixon Minuse, 
John Dixon, Ehzabeth Dixon Boyd, Margaret L. Dixon, Catherine 
Dixon Fisher and three others whose naines are now unknown. 

The birth place of the first Ameriean John Dixon was at his 
parent’s residenee, then on the North Street road, a few rods back 
from the Boston post road, and afterwards known as the ‘‘Corn- 
ing’’ property, in the Village of Rye. It is said that the first house 
from the post road, on the northeast side, whieh was still standing 
as late as 1886 is the identieal house in which he was born, but there 
is no certainty as to this. It is certain, however, that 1t was upon 
this same property the house of his birth stood, and the house in 
question is either the Corning cottage or a house remembered by 
old residents of Rve which stood in the hollow behind the bluff on 
whicb the Corning house stands and whieh was taken down years 
ago. 

John Dixon, married Rebecca Sherwood of Peekskill, N. Y.. at 
New York city in 1808. He had removed from Rye to New York 
city in 1805 and engaged in the business of clothing merchant and 
merchant tailor, his place of business being on Chatham street. He 
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was one of the founders of the Young Men’s Bible Society of New 
York, which was organized Feb. 16, 1809. There is still in exist- 
ence a paper in the hand writing of John Dixon, giving the names 
of the first officers of this Society which reads as follows : 

‘Members of the Young Men's Bible Society of N. Y.: Cha. C. 
Andrews, president; Griffith PJ Griffiths, vice president; Llenry 
Johnson, seeretary; William Colgate, treasurer; Board of Direc- 
tors, Francis Hall, Edward Gilbert, Ja, John Dixon, Benjamin G. 
Barker, Joseph George, Jr, Charles Mais, Asa Whitney, David 
McClure, Instituted Feb. 16, 1809.) Mr. Samuel Colgate, No. 55 
Jolm street, N. Y.’’ 

During his residence in New York Mr. Dixon became well 
acquainted with Robert Fulton and was one of the party who took 
passage on the Clermont on the occasion of its first trial trip, at 
which time he paid Fulton one dollar for his fare and whieh pay- 
ment was without doubt the first money paid by anvone for trans- 
portation as a passenger on a steam driven vessel. 

In 1820 My. Dixon sold his business and departed for the West. 
He was accompanied by Mrs. Dixon and their children, James P., 
John W., and Elijah, by his sister Elizabeth Boyd and her husband 
Charles S. Boyd. The party left New York with a single covered 
wagon drawn by a team, whether of oxen or horses is now unknown, 
although it is a matter of family history that an ox team was the 
motive power, and passing through the States of New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, in dne time reached Pittsburg. The household 
goods of the two families were not taken overland, but were shipped 
by vessel to New Orleans and thence up the Mississippi river to 
L}inois. 

At Pittsburg a flat boat was purehased fox the sum of $30. 
They partitioned off a part of the boat for living quarters and 
stored their wagon, oxen or horses and other goods in the other 
part and floated off down stream. When they reached Cineinnati 
they stopped for a short time to rest and purchase provisions, 
among other things getting a barrel of flonr at the eost of two 
dollars and sixty-two and one-half cents, as some documents now 
in the possession of the family show. At Cincinnati they engaged 
a pilot to take the boat through the Ohio River rapids, which were 
passed in safety, and Shawneetown, in the State of [Hinois, was 
finally reached. The time oeenpied in the jonrney from New York 
city to Shawneetown was seventy days. The boat used on the Ohio 
river trip was sold for $5 and the party went overland to Madison 
county where they stopped for a time at the plaee known as the 
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**Marine Settlement,’ so ealled because it was first settled by 
retired sea captains and mates. 

The Marine Settlement was located between the cast and west 
forks of Silver ereek, in Madison eounty, about twelve miles east 
of Edwardsville. Here they made inquiry concerning the country 
and soon went on to a point on Faney ereek in what is now Sanga- 
mon eounty about eight miles north of the present ety of Spring- 
field and neay the present village of Sherman. 

John Dixon and his family remained at this plaee until 182-4. 
Until 1823 the nearest postoffice was Edwardsville, about eighty 
miles distant and the mail for the settlers in that neighborhood 
was carried by Mx. Dixon from Edwardsville in a hack whieh he 
would send down there whenever he could seeure a load of pas- 
sengers. ; 

Sanganion county was established by an aet of the General 
Assembly passed Jan. 30, 1821, and three county conimissioners 
were clected who qualified as such on April 3, 1821. On April 10, 
1821, a county commissioner's court was held at the house of John 
Kelly, on the waters of Spring creck, at the present site of the city 
of Springfield. Mr. Dixon was the foreman of the first grand jury 
iopaneled in this county after its organization, at the cormrt held 
at the Kelly house. 

Soon thereafter Peoria county was organized embracing all of 
the territory in the northern part of the state. Judge Sawyer in 
the year 1825 requested Mi. Dixon to take the appointment of 
eireuit elerk of that county, whieh he did and became the first 
incumbent of that offiee. About the same time he was appointed 
by Governor Coles as recorder of deeds of that county and he 
removed to what was then called Fort Clark, now Peoria. While 
living there he was eleeted justice of the peace of Peoria county 
and duly commissioned by Gov. Ninian Edwards, his commission 
as such, whieh is still in existenee, being dated Sept. 6, 1827. 

While living at Peoria, Mr. Dixon beeame a rather extensive 
contractor for the ecarrving of the mails and there is still in exist- 
ence a copy of a settlement made by him with Col. E. B. Clemson 
for services rendered in such matters which reads as follows: 


‘‘Lebanon, Jan. 23, 1830. 
“EK. B. Clemson, to John Dixon, Dv. 


“For earrying the mail on Route 529, from 
Springfield to Peoria, for the quarter end- 
ing Sept. 30, 1829, at $500 per annum..... * $125 .00 
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‘For ditto on Ronte 530, from Peoria to 
Galena, for the quarter ending Sept. 30, 
ap OOO ee mnie ee Ae ake ae ees ae 225.00 


“Por ditto on Ronte 142, from Danville to 
Fort Clark, for the quarter ending Sept. 


0 aite00 per ammniuin, <2). 42 .01e en ae ae 75.00 
$425 .00 

Cr. 
‘*Bv payments made up to this date........ $192 .32 


‘*By land seript to be remitted to said Dixon 
at Springfield, sav on or before the 31st 


Pe Be Nc aatearietgh ttle iid tn ae te rea ees Rem 160.00 
Soe .02 
ABM EaeeChWvey as ge aoe eee a8 OL $ 72.68 


“To my order on Governor Hidwards at sight 
Pek Seid CC Onli eae $ 72.68 
“Settled Jan, 23, 1830, 
‘i. B. CLemson.”’ 


During the period covered by his mail contracts Myr. Dixon 
sometimes did the carrying himself, but the greater part of the 
driving was done by men Jired by bin for that pnrpose and by 
his sons, partienlarly his son, James P. Dixon. 

The only river of any importance between Peoria and Galena 
was the Rock river. This offered a great obstacle to the carrying 
of the mail and in order to afford safe passage it was desirable that 
a ferry beiraintained. Ju the year 1827 a man by the name of J. L. 
Bogardus of Peoria, established a ferry aeross this stream at the 
present site of the eity of Dixon, but he remained only a short time, 
when he was driven away by the Didians. 

There was even at that early date a considerable travel from 
Fort Clark to the lead mines at Galena and the Indians resented 
the intrnsion of the white man who would take away from them 
the ferry monopoly that they then had. Bogardus had built a log 
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hut said to have been about 8x10 feet in dimension and two work- 
men employed by him had the ferry boat nearly completed when 
the Indians attacked them and burned their boat, the workmen 
leaving the country without any delay. 

11828 a French Indian half-breed named Joseph Ogee erected 
a cabin on the bank of the river at the present site of Dixon and 
operated a ferry there until 1830. Ogee’s wife was a half-breed 
Pottawatomie woman by the name of Madeline. She was the 
daughter of a Frenchinan named LaSallier, who was probably the 
first white man to make his home on the banks of the Rock river. 
LaSallier built a trading post on the south side of what is now 
known as the Franklin creek, about thirty or thirty-five rods from 
the Rock river. This point is in Lee eounty and aeross the river 
from the present village of Grand Detour and about five miles 
northeast of the city of Dixon. The rnius of this cabin were visible 
as late as 1835, when they were observed by Joseph Crawford, one 
of the early settlers of Dixon. LaSallier was one of the agents of 
the American Fur Company. 

Joseph Ogee, the son-in-law of LaSallier is known to have been 
in I]hnois as early as in 1823, on Jime + of which year he obtained 
a license from Fulton county to operate a tavern. He lived in 
Peoria in Mareh, 1825, and owned the house in which the county 
commissioners of that county held theix first meeting. He was on 
the first panel of petit Jurors of that county and is believed to have 
been the representative of the American Fur Company, at its 
trading house at what is now Wesley City. 

In the spring of 1828 Ogee came to the Rock river. His wife 
being of Indian blood he was permitted to establish and operate his 
ferry without being molested or driven away as Bogardus and his 
emplovees had been. 

Ogee continued to operate the ferry alone until Nov. 21, 1829, 
when he sold a half interest therein to George Schellenger, who is 
deseribed as a resident of Jo Daviess county, for which Schellenger 
paid $700, and they became partners in the enterprise aud remained 
such for a few weeks. On Jan. 29, 1850, the partnership was dis- 
solved and Ogee bound hinself to pay to Sehellenger $1,060 for 
his half interest in the establisInnent, to be paid $100 in thirty days, 
#60 on or before the first of the next September. $400 in twelve 
months and $500 in two vears, and gave to the latter his chattel 
mortgage on the ferry premises, which mortgage was filed in the 
office of the recorder of Jo Daviess county at Galena on Feb. 18, 
1830, and recorded in Book A, pages 71, 72 and 73. 
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indorsed on the back of the mortgage was an assignment by 
Schellenger to Laurent Rolette for an expressed consideration of 
$900. ‘There also appears on the same instritment an undated 
receipt, signed by Laurent Rolette and Joseph Rolette, by J. P. 
Nash, their attorney in fact, acknowledging reecipt from John 
Dixon of the sum of $400 by note at ninety days ‘in full satisfae- 
tion and liqnidation of the within mortgage.” 

In 1828 Av. Dixon with his faunly left Peoria and loeated at 
what was called Bovd’s Grove in what is now Bureau county, where 
they made their home near the family of his brother-in-law, Charles 
5. Boyd, until their removal to the present site of the eity of Dixon. 

In Mareh, 1830, My. Dixon made a lease of the ferry from Ogee 
with its rights, privileges and appurtenances and soon thereafter 
moved tu Ogee’s Ferry, as it was then called, with his wife and 
family, reaching there April 11, 1830. He eontinned to operate 
the ferry under this lease until Jan. 27, 1832, when he purchased 
it for the sum of $550, giving to Ogee two notes, one for $150 and 
one for $400, both due in four months after date and assuming the 
hen of the ScheNlenger mortgage. The deed conveving the ferry 
property was filed for record in the office of the reeorder of Jo 
Daviess county and reeorded in Book A. pages 163 and 164, on 
Mareh 1, 1832. 

Ogee at about the time he purchased the Schellenger interest 
in the ferry was evidently being pressed by his creditors for there 
is still in existence another chattel mortgage given by him. This 
mortgage is dated Feb. 10, 1830, and conveys to Laurent Rolette 
to secure a debt of the firm of Ogee & Sehellenger amounting to 
the sum of $258.02 and the individual debt of Ogee to Rolette of 
#84.35, the following property belonging to Ogee, to-wit: ‘The 
eqnal and undivided half of a team of five horses, waggon and 
harnis of the value of $250 (the other half of said team, waggon 
aud harnis being held by a eimelar artical to this by the firm of 
Henry Gratiot and company) * * * and also four fether beds 
and beding complete, towit, one paix of sheets, one pair of pillows 
and slips, one blanket, one quilt and stand of curtains to each bed 
and each bed of the valne of eighteen dollars and fiftv nine cents, 
one whipsaw of the value of twelve dollars and one cross eut saw 
of the value of six dollars.” 

Ogee remained in the neighborhood of the Rock river for a few 
years after selling the ferry as is evidenced by charges against him 
for goods purchased of John Dixon and noted in his aceount book 
which is in the writer’s possession, der date of May 18 and June 
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3, 1832. Later than the last date Ins histury and future where- 
abouts are now unknown. 

The entry in question is found at page 52 of the account book 
and reads as follows: 


‘Jos. Ogee Da 
Talo oe: 
Wied Uo. 3 osu ket kes epee, 
Die lee UO tree creer e tiki eae tt let tO a bik 3714 
“Jie atl o:2 (pe OCS isons yl an tle 
eS! Clare eee en ast, Sia ee tenes B25 
Tin beeswax and nails to mend canoe.... 1.00" 


Ogee had built a log cabin near the ferry landing, and My. Dixon 
after his arrival added to the building. The ferry landing as oper- 
ated by both Ogee and Dixon was at what ts now the foot of Peoria 
avenue in the city of Dixon. The log house stood about three hun- 
dred feet south of the river bank near the present intersection of 
Peoria avenne and First street and upon what is now Jots 5 and 6 
in block 7 of the original town of Dixon. 

The log cabin was in two parts, a one-story structure erected by 
Ogee and a two-story portion built by Mr. Dixon. Between the two 
houses and forming a part of the one-story building was a teu or 
twelve-foot hallway with a door at either end, facing the north and 
south. Entering the hall from the south, on the west was the 
family sitting room and on the east the travelers’ aud hired helps’ 
rooms, each about eighteen feet square. The furniture of the west 
room consisted of two beds, a number of chairs and a table extend- 
ing nearly across the room. The east voont contained four beds, 
one in each corner. Father Dixon lived here until 1836 or 1837 
when he moved to a house which stood a few rods southeast of the 
present location of the Chicago & Northwestern railway station. 
The original log cabin stood until 1845, when it was destroyed. 

The store room in which he traded with the Indians was in the 
east part of the cabin, in the two-story portion, aud there he sold 
powder, lead, shot, tobacco, pipes, cloth, blankets, guns, beads, 
traps, ete., or exchanged them for furs and deer skins, whieh: he 
would ship to St. Lonis, Peoria or Galena. 

When John Dixon reached the Roek river and established his 
house at Ogee’s ferry he was forty-six vears of age, strong, hearty, 
vigorous and thoroughly aeqnainted with the frontier. He had 
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had ten years experience in the West. Le had traveled the then 
new State of Hlinois from one end to the other on horseback and on 
foot. He had met and lived with and among the Indians, had be- 
come their friend, and was recognized by them as such. Though in 
the prime of life and in the best of health his hair was white and 
was worn long, giving him the appearance of age. The Winnebago 
Indians, with whom he was always on terms of friendship, called 
him, ‘‘Nada-chu-ra-sah,’’ or ‘‘Head-hair-white,’’? which term in 
common speech was soon contracted to ‘‘Nachusa.’? The early 
white settlers not long after Ma. Dixon’s arrival at the Rock river 
began to call him ‘‘Father’’ Dixon and from thence on he was so 
termed and in speaking of him since his death it is usual to so char- 
acterize him. An old friend and early settler, John K. Robison 
said: ‘‘ILis personal appearance was almost unchanged from 1827 
to 1876, his hair being white during all those years; age dealt 
kindly with him.”’ 

In addition to operating the ferry Mir. Dixon carried on the 
business of an Indian trader, exchanging blankets, knives, guns, 
powder, traps, cloth and other necessaries for furs and selling or 
trading such articles to the white settlers as well. He also con- 
ducted a tavern in his cabin and kept overnight the travelers to 
and from the Galena lead mines. 

In 1827 or 1828 Charles 8. Boyd and his family moved from 
Springfield to Boyd’s Grove in the present county of Bureau and 
about the same time O. W. Kellogg and family settled first at Kel- 
loge’s Grove in Stephenson county : later at Buffalo Grove, in order 
to be near the Dixons. Buffalo Grove is now a part of the town of 
Polo, Ogle county and twelve miles from Dixon. The Dixon, Boyd 
and Welloge families were the first permanent white settlers in the 
territory between Peoria and Galena. After that settlers became 
more nmnerons, a few locating in the neighborhood of the ferry 
and others at eligible spots in the neighboring country. 

Ogee’s settlement was first known as Ogee’s Ferry and a post- 
office by that name established, a man by the name of Gay being 
the first postmaster. Mr. Dixon was appointed postmaster of 
Ogee’s Ferry by commission dated Sept. 29, 18380. Afterwards 
in 1834 the name was changed to Dixon’s Ferry and he was 
appointed postmaster of that place and served as postmaster until 
1837, 

The log eabin of his son James P. Dixon, which stood on the 
south side of First street between Galena avenue and Ottawa ave- 
nue and which was built in 1834 was for many years, in part used 
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as a postoffice. It had a room built on the side as a ‘‘lean-to’’ about 
10x10 feet, where the postoffice was kept. Before that time the 
postotfice was at the John Dixon eabin. 

Reference is several times made in this sketch to Jolin Dixon’s 
account book. Two books were kept by him and are still in exist- 
ence. One is an account of sales and other transactions with the 
Indians and whites and begins very soon after he settled on the 
Rock river. The entries in the other book are principally during 
and immediately after the Black Hawk war period. 

The first entry in the older of the two books is as follows: 


‘Wi. Kirkpatrick, Dr. 


"1820, 
‘April 29, Self and horse one night and fer- 

NICH SV BQO ae Peet prtcrs tir nae menea a Geter ee mee ae 1.25 
pM OS amie 2 aes agen koe 1.25 
“Oct. 21, Self and father in-law and horses, 

Oue mreliognd fein 22 osguie oe was eee 2.90 
‘*Led horse ferriage and keeping and 2 buck- 

ETT ae tee a a es eee eat) ig Bs catalase 2.79 

$8.25”’ 


The name of Joseph Ogee appears frequently in this book the 
first entry under date of April 29, 1830, with many others on pages 
27-28, 47 and 48, and the aggregate charges against him for goods 
sold and money advanced being in excess of $500. Ogee evidently 
had a family as is evidenced by a charge of for ‘£214 yds. lining for 
children clothes 50e,”’ ‘2 caps for sons 82.50,”’ *2 pr. shoes for sons 
$2,’’ ‘2 pr. socks fur sons 75e,”’ ‘*2 pr. mittens for sons 75e,”’ ‘cash 
to Margaret to go to Fort $2.” 

It appears that in those davs muskrat skins were of consider- 
able value as on June 28, 18380 (Book p. 16), Mr. Dixon sold forty 
skins at 20 cents each to H. B. Stillman and on Aug. 22, 1830, sold 
eighty-five more to the same person at 15 cents each and on Sept. 
20, 300 more for $60. 

The usual charge for ferrving of a man and horse, as shown 
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by frequent entries on the book was 25 cents, for each meal 25 cents 
and for a meht’s lodging the same amount. 

By this book it seems (p. 24) that on Sept. 10, 1830, he loaned 
to J. M. Strode, who was a character of some note in those days 
the sum of $5 and afterwards on Oct. 20, made a charge against 
hnn of 62!. cents for dinner, horse feed and ferriage. There are 
no eredits of payment of this account and indeed a large number of 
the accounts seem to be still due and unpaid. 

On page $5 is funnd a record of a sale of furs to P. Menard, Jr., 
under date of Mav 30,1831, as follows: 3 ‘‘rats’’ 4 ‘‘auter,’’ 5 coon, 
6 mink and **buneh rabit.” 

There are a large number of entries of this character. “July 
10, 1831, Edward lal] Dr. Fermage of waggon, four yoke of oxen 
and one hors $2.75. Cr. By cash $1.00.” 

Many travelers were apparently ferried across the river and 
paid but a part of the bill as money was scaree and he took the 
chances of being paid the remainder some other day. 

The last half of this book is made up of charges against the 
Tndians for goods sold to them, among the names of those with 
whom he dealt are: 


?atehunka Chicf Crane. 

Old Quaker. 

Old Blue Socks son. 

Old Grey Headed Pottawatomie. 
Old Grav Heads fat son. 

Tall rawboned Pottawatomice who came with the gambler. 
Old White Head Pottawatomiec’s son. 
Tall Pottawatonie. 

Plump Hace. 

Amerivan Woman. 

Chief Jarro. 

Great Dancer. 

Man That Has A Siek Sqnaw. 
Wa-Wa-Coekera. 

Crane’s son. 

Daddy Walker. 

Mother Flat Faee. 

THo-we-kah. 

One-eve Old Man that come with Crane. 
A Young Yellow Man. 

Chief Crane’s brother. 
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Bhnoky. 
Raw Boned Black Face Stayed A Long Time. 
Limpy. 


Jarrvo'’s oldest son. : 

Old Blue Coat Man Caine With Teabon. 
Young Part White Squaw. 

Yellow That Came With The Blind Man. 
Sour Eads Ox. 

Paschchunk. 

Saurrel Cheeks. 

Preacher. 

Good Singer 

Yellow Lad. 

Bhnkvy’s brother 

Jarrvo's secoud son. 

Long Sober Man. 

Daddy Walker. 


The name of Chief Jarro is found the most of any and from 
the aecount it would seem that the chief has eredit for having paid 
for what he purchased. 

The following extracts are typical of the entries of the pur- 
chases made by the Indians. 


“W. Lock old man (Ogee says he is good) 


eos 11021) anne gaa ae ye eT eR $6 
Oe ere hel Men SAN) AON a toe BR soe Eo dat 1 
LCL TEI gehen oc aoe Ree Ne Ne le ne ocr 1 
Sea ee ree te ae ee Utes i Pe he Sea ea Ary 6 
TEESE Aes Geka ig agree ere tes ete Re ee a ge er ac ee 2 
PLEASED [Ti REO ce LO gn 2 
MO Ite vase amen eee ee ln eters ae, cane 2 
DR are te Ae Re oes a a tee 50 
BEC ULC PEIN os Meer ery ae ca oe een We awe oe es 2 
CLOTS Sg Retest gay oh re eat, ar ECO am mn PI SIRES Re rae Natt a 
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Ie Glories. ve oe eta oss 18 ene eee $20 
TSO EG ere eee fee eet csi gente eae 20 
Zp SIMMS ee cate nn Se ea gk eset ean ee 6 
I Cai aa arta ere open a hk Ak tia, al ays ed, (ota Don 
MONO Ci cues eee eo eis is Cone nr) Gee eee 1 
ONC acee gure. ae @ aah tn 9. eet eee ae 8 
= 7 C10) | I) Aaa Reg a cena RODE BOE RRR REO Se eee rer 2 
Tare ae arcades a aleve hla asa a cee nae nea 10 
APOSTITA Ovex ca. etna eT eke a Ae eae tet RS ote eg Qe 


The other account book begins in 1832 and covers a period of 
three or four years. 

One of the names found most frequently in this book, as well as 
occasionally in the other one, is that of Col. Wilham 8S. Hamilton, 
the son of Alexander Hamilton. Colonel] Hamilton’s aecount 
begins with July, 1882, extends to as late as May, 1835, at which 
date he apparently owed Mr. Dixon $359.55 and which, at least as 
far as the book shows, yet remains unpaid. ‘This bill embraces 
charges for eash loaned, for ferriage and for corn, pork, tin buek- 
ets, tents, flour, postage, bacon, buckskins, and other items. 

H. Gratiot has also an extensive account, among other things 
in 1882, purehasing 853 ‘‘rats’’ at 25 cents each. Mr. Dixon also 
makes a charge against him as follows (p. 31): 


“To sending to the Mlinois River for two stray 
horses and bridles, ete. and sending them 
UNG 2s tas Nate a sie a ate eda sk ae NAD Oe ce $10.’’ 


On May 10 and 15, 1832. Col. Zachary Taylor ineurredia bill 
amounting to $11.50. of which only one item is stated, namely: 
4 shirt patterns $5. The shirt patterns charge is marked out, as 
was Mr. Dixon’s custom in giving eredit. but the remainder of the 
bill is footed np at 86.50 and marked ‘settled by note.”’ 

A great many entries are found of goods furnished to the army 
dnving the Blaek Hawk war, for instance, among the charges on 
May 20, 1832, being the following: 
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AS Wianileets at 4 Ollate 222 vue hia ban dae es $172.00 
AAT eg" OAH | Se ARGU Ra eV Onto Or ea 14.00 
Wee EN ait O00 dan, oetin sou eice wane ed 75.00 
Pee eM ret a igs iach kee as GS 16.00 
jag al EES REL) ICN cntee Re BA Oe gt ae a 20.00 
Tee Mis rN cB 4 sales Sai Oe ay gy tes ne i re On a 33.00 
TUG Ul, et a hn a Aik oat Sig hee & VU 
ECO ACUICE SS MG PeN a aan ee Rete A RE 8 fates PW a 10.00 
$360.50’ 


THE CHILDREN OF JOHN AND REBECCA DIXON 


John and Rebecea Dixon were the parents of twelve children. 
The names of but five of these twelve are now known and a most 
diligent investigation fails to diselose the names of the remaining 
seven, or anything of historieal value concerning them. 

The oldest child was James Purdy Dixon. He was born at New 
York city on Mareh 6, 1811, and eame to Whnois with his parents 
and continned to reside in this state until his death, whieh occurred 
at Dixon on April 5, 1853. THe was married to Fannie [eel at 
Buffalo Grove, Jo Daviess county. Hlinois, Dee. 7, 1854. Fannie 
Reed, who was the daughter of Samuel Reed, was born at Middle- 
ton, Delaware county, New York. July 23, 1815, and died at Chi- 
eago, Hlinois, Feb. 15, 1898. They were the parents of eight 
ehildren. 

Another son was John W. Dixon, who was born in New York 
citv in 1816 and died at Dixon, Tlinois, Mareh 19, 1847. Tle mar- 
ried Elizabeth A. Sherwood at Dixon in 1839. She was born in 
New York city on Jan. 12, 1819, and died at Dixon, Jan. 27, 1895. 
They were the parents of three children. 

Flijah Dixon was the third son of John Dixon and was born 
at New York citv in 1817 and died at Janesville, Wiseonsin, of 
pneumonia, on Mareh 15, 1843. He had never married. 

Franklin Dixon died at the age of sixteen at his parents’ home 
in Dixon. Both the dates of his birth and death are unknown. 

Marv L. Dixon, a daughter, the date of whose birth cannot be 
ascertained, married Tsaac 8S. Boardman at Dixon in 1840, and died 
in 1850. They were the parents of three children. 


Vol. I-16 


250 HISTORY OF LEE COUNTY 


Two children, whose names or ages can not be ascertained, died 
at Galena during the Black Hawk war. 

A gil whose name cannot be learned died of searlet fever at the 
age of thee and one-half vears while the fanuly were living on 
what was afterwards known as the“ Doctor Everett arn” ou the 
north side nt the river, a short thstanee west al the tity of Dixon, 
In addition to the foregoing, four other clildven were born of 
this marriage whose names or places of birth or death have long 
ago been forgotten and of whom no record now remains. 

Tu addition to the foregoing, practically nothing 1s now known 
or can be learned as to the hfe of John Dixon prior to the time 
when he and his family settled at Dixon’s Ferry. Subsequent 
to that time for many vears he was a historie character in [inois. 
His log cabin home on the banks of Rock river was an open house 
for all kinds of people, Indian and white, pioneers, settlers, adven- 
turers, indeed for all of the persons whom business, pleasnre or 
love of the wilderness brought to the frontier. He operated the 
ferry, kept a tavern, acted as postmaster, was a guide, Indian 
trader, and in general was the leading character and first citizen 
of this part of Llinots. 

During the early years of his life here there were no neighbors 
but the Indians, and the strangers passing through the country 
were primecipally en route to the lead mines in the vicinity of Galena. 
During this period be traded extensively with the Indians, exchang- 
ing guns, ammunition, cloth, knives, axes, and other necessaries 
of lite, for furs. This eontimued until after the Black Hawk war. 
Prior to the outbreak of this war he had established himself in the 
confidence of his Indian neighbors to sueh an extent that there was 
but little or no danger of harm to himself or his family even though 
the Indians might have been disposed to do violence to the whites 
in general. When Blaek Hawk and his followers went up the river 
immediately before the hattle at Stillman’s creek, they stopped at 
Dixon’s Ferry and Black TTawk with others of his followers had 
dinner at Dixon’s home, under the following cireumstanees: 

Mr. Dixon was at Galena, having gone there before he knew 
that there was any probahility of their leaving the vicinity of Rock 
Tsland. Mis, Dixon was at home alone with their children. The 
Indians erowded in, filling the house. She sent for Old Crane, a 
Winnebago chief. Te immediately eame to her assistance and 
with the aid of Wischick, one of the clnefs of the Saes and Foxes, 
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got the intruders out of the house. At the suggestion of Old Crane, 
Mis. Dixon prepared a meal for the chiefs of the Sacs and loxes 
and he, Black Hawk, Wisehick and Naapapi had their dinner 
while the remainder of the band went into camp at the large spring 
on the south bank of the river nearly opposite the present site of 
the Dixon waterworks. 

Afterwards it was thought desirable for Mrs. Dixon and her 
elildren to go to Galena and remain until peace had been restored, 
and she did so. John Dixon remained at the ferry for a time and 
later on went with the army into Wisconsin and acted as eom- 
missary, scout and otherwise until the close of hostilities. During 
this campaign he was in the personal service of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Taylor and messed with hin and his officers. Dining this period 
two of the small children of Ma. and Mrs, Dixon, whose names 
cannot now be learned, died at Galena. 

The Dixon homie at the ferry was not closed during all of this 
period, however. Mrs. Dixon was there during a portion of the 
time and their sons, James and Elijah, were there or in the vicinity, 
so that the doors were constantly open for the entertainment and 
care of those who came. Many men of note during that period and 
others whose names are found on the pages of subsequent history 
spent days and sometimes weeks at this froutier cabin. Goy. John 
Revnolds, General Atkinson and Lieut.-Col. Zachary Taylor were 
the leaders at that time, and among the many others of later note 
were the then Lient. Jefferson Davis, Capt. and Private Ahraham 
Lineoln, Lient. Robert Anderson, Hdward D. Baker, Albert Sid- 
ney Johnston, Gen: Winfield Seott and his aid, Lieut. Joseph FE. 
Johnston. In later years many of those whose names are men- 
tioned in telling of their experiences in those days have related 
their kindly feeling and gratitude towards Father Dixon for his 
kindness to them while they were at his home. 

John kk. Robison in an article entitled ‘‘ Karly Times at Dixon’s 
Ferry,’’ published in 1880, has to say: 

“While Father Dixon carried the United States mail from 
Springfield to Galena the streams were unbridged, not even ‘cor- 
duroyed ;’ swamps undrained ; roads almost impassable ; houses few 
and far between. Snow storms were more severe and the cold more 
intense than in later vears. In the winter of 18380 and ’31 (the 
winter of the deep snow) the snow averaged three feet deep from 
New Year’s dav to the 15th of March. No track was kept open 
from one settlement to another, and it was with great difficulty 
that roads were kept open even in densely settled districts. Fifteen 
and eighteen to twenty-seven miles were the usual distances 
between the homes along the route. On one of the longer routes 
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during this memorable winter, Father Dixon and some of the stage 
passengers were so beunmbed with cold and nearly frozen, as to be 
unable to get out of the eonveyanee. After a good warming and hot 
coffee, however, all were able to resume their Journey. 

“During the Black Nawk war Father Dixon had the contraet 
for supplying the avy with beef to the time of the final battle of 
the Bax Axe river. His place on the mareh was in the rear of the 
army, and from the time Wiseonsin river was erossed many times 
he was left so fay behind as to be out of supporting distanee. It so 
happened on the mareh, that at one time midnight was passed 
before he came to camp. Tle was hailed hy the sentinel with the 
snap of the lock of the gun im the sentine!’s hands, and these words: 
‘Who comes there?’ Father Dixon replied: ‘Major of the Steer 
Battahon.’ The soldier gave the order: ‘Major of the Steer 
Battalion, march in.’ This sally of wit on both sides was the found- 
ation of Father Dixon’s military title. Another time he had been 
off the trail hunting one of his beeves, and on again returning to 
the trail he suddenly found himself face to face with two Indians, 
who were as much astonished at the meeting as he was. It was no 
time for eeremony. All were armed; Father Dixon lowered his 
gun, and walking abont five rods, gave his hand to the nearest 
savage, saluting lim in Winnebago. The Indian replied in Win- 
nebago. Father Dixon and both the Indians were alike overjoyed 
at this unexpeeted good fortune—Father Dixon, that he was per- 
mitted to save his sealp for another dav; the Indians that they had 
found some one understanding their own Janguage, under whose 
influenee they eould safely be introduced to General Atkinson, for 
whom they had important dispatches. Their life was in danger if 
seen by a soldier, and they felt their peri] and were in serious 
embarrassment about how to approaeh the arniy. 

“Father Dixon’s age, and experienee with all classes of men, 
shonld have qualified him to safely criticise and distrust humanity, 
but he had no apprehension of imposition; he took human nature 
as it fell from the hands of the infinite God. His estimate never 
tallied with the evil; never tired of being wronged, and as a con- 
sequence he was often disappointed in men. Obliging to all, hos- 
pitable and kind to the needy and helpless in every eondition, he 
often trusted strangers and travelers from whom he never received 
anything in return. Tt was no unusual thing, when the eireum- 
stances of travelers were told Father Dixon, for him to allow his 
ferry and hotel bills to remain unpaid, and to give them provisions 
aud funds necessary to complete the journey—many dollars were 
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given away in this manner. His unselfishness mamfested itself 
in good will to all men; the Indian or the child looked to him for 
favors and kindness and was not turned away empty. 

“Nis. Dixon was one of the few women, who could and did 
adorn any position in life in which she was placed. Her person 
was rather under size, exhibiting no marked peeuliarity. She was 
intelligent far above the age and eireumstances surrounding her, 
and had a warm heart and ready hand for every good word and 
work alike. Devout and fervent in all the holy exereises of rechgion 
and morality; ardently attached to the elnrceh to whieh she 
belonged, she gave her hand to all who bore the name and charaeter 
of that great Chiistian body. Ler moral worth, talents, virtue 
and her whole life, was one of devotion to Chiistianity. She was 
Solomon’s ideal of glorious womanhood before he was eorrupted 
by the false glare and glitter of a false rehgion and an impure life. 
IT veeord her life as the one to whom [ owe more than any other, 
except mother and wife. As aun early reminiscence of Mrs. Dixon’s 
rare tact and knowledge of character, shall I venture to write that 
in the dead of winter, preeeding the Black Hawk war, the Prophet 
from Prophetstown, Black Hawk, and a elef from Rock 
Island whose name I have forgotten, held a eouneil at Dixon’s 
Ferry, and then and there negotiated with the Pottawatomies for 
the oceupaney of the Spotted Arms’ town near the present site of 
Rockford. Meal time came three times a day, to whieh the chiefs 
at the Council fire were invited as guests of Mis. Dixon. She pre- 
sided as waiter, and to allay any fears of her guests, sat down and 
ate and drank with them. The perfeet ladv was reminded by Black 
Hawk as spokesman, of her goodness, and he called the attention 
of the other ehiefs to ‘her eare and politeness to them.’ ”’ 

Many vears afterwards a bill was pending in the Senate to 
award Mia. Dixon a quarter section of land for services rendered 
during this war. Some opposition was encountered and Senator 
Jefferson Davis taking part in the debate did much towards seeur- 
ing the passage of the measure. The following extract from the 
debate in the Senate indieates verv clearly that Senator Davis and 
Senator Trumbull felt well acquainted with the services rendered 
by Mr. Dixon in the early days: 

“Ay. Lyman Trumbull: T ask that that bill may be put on its 
passage. T will remark that the ehairman of the committee on 
publie lands, with whom T had a conversation, stated that he 
reported adversely on this bill to grant a land warrant to Mr. 
Dixon, for the reason that the testimony before the committee did 
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not seem to be sufficient of his having rendered any service. He 
was not enlisted in the service, but he performed valuable service 
in the Black Hawk war—tfurnished supphes, and acted as a guide 
and interpreter. He is an old man over eighty years of age, and 
is now in very reduced circumstances. Some of his frends have 
made this application to get the old man a Jand warrant; and he 
comes, | think, within the spirit of the law. The Senator from Mis- 
sissippi (Mr. Jefferson Davis) who served in that war, knows 
him personally, and perhaps he would make a statement to the 
Senate of his knowledge of the services for which it is proposed to 
grant a land warrant to this poor old man. 

‘Ma. Jefferson Davis: As stated by the Senator from Ihnois, 
J do know this individual personally, aud believe him to be a very 
honest man, and | should have great contidence in his statements. 
He was one of the tirst pioneers in the country near what is now 
the town of Dixon, formerly known as Dixon’s Ferry. He lived 
there in an isolated position when .L first knew him. His house 
was reached by crossing a wide prairie country inhabited only by 
Indians. He was of great service in the first settlement of the 
country. He was of service to the troops when they aseended the 
Roek River in the Black Hawk War. Hor some time a post was 
established at or near his house. He was of service at that time 
furnishing supplies and giving information in regard to the coun- 
try, and afterwards taking care of the sick. In a liberal spirit 
towards camp followers, we have sinee that time provided tor 
packmen, for teamsters, and for clerks, giving them bounty land 
warrants equally with the soldiers who were serving in the same 
eampaign. IL think the only objection in this case is the want of 
testimony; but I have such confidence in the individual together 
with my recollection of the eireumstanees, that I would say that 
he was within the spirit of the law, and L should be glad because of 
his many services in the first settlement of that country, to see him 
thus rewarded.” 

Tn 1834 a Government survey was made of the present township 
of Dixon and shortly thereafter Mv. Dixon entered from the Gov- 
ernment and afterwards aequired patents to the lands now com- 
prising the ‘‘original town’? of Dixon and the ‘original town’ of 
North Dixon. 

Tn 1835 at his request, a survey and plat of the town of Dixon 
was made by a man by the name of Bennett, of Galena, and the 
original plat filed at Galena which was the county seat, Dixon then 
being a part of Jo Daviess county. This survey ineluded about 
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forty aeres of land extending from Rock river to one-half block 
south of Third street and from one-half block east of Ottawa 
avenue to one-half block west of Peoria avenue. 

Afterwards, in the year 1840, a new survey and plat of the 
“original town’’ of Dixon was made by Joseph Crawford at the 
request of John Dixon, Smith Gilbraith, and 8S. ML. Bowinan and 
Lane, who owned the land which was thus subdivided, and this plat 
is the une that was subsequently used in the conveyance of town 
lots. In 1842 Mr. Dixon had Joseph Crawford survey and lay out 
the tewn of North Dixon on land belonging to him on the north side 
Of the river. 

The tracts now oecupied by the courthouse square, market 
square and John Dixon Park were dedicated by lin to publie 
use and many lots now of great valne were viven away by 
him to settlers. When the first courthouse was built in Dixon, in 
addition to furnishing the site, he donated eighty acies of land 
whieli was sold and the proceeds used in helping to erect the build- 
ing. Other lots were sold at small prices so as to induee settlement 
and building until finally he had disposed of practically all that he 
owned without any particular profit to himself. 

In 1838 after a general svstem of internal nnprovements was 
adopted by the state, Mr. Dixon was appointed by Governor Dun- 
ean as one of the board of commissioners to fill a vacancy caused 
by the death of Colonel Stephenson and subsequently he was 
eleeted by the Legislature as a member of the board. 

The State of Hlinois entered ito an extensive scheme of public 
improvement, consisting largely in the eonstruetion of railroad 
and of river improvements in aid of navigation. A railroad 
through the state was projected which, among other places, was to 
rn via Dixon, Elkhorn Grove, and Savanna to Galena. A vast 
amount of work was laid out and but little completed, although a 
debt of over ten million dollars was ineurred by the state. 

From Galena to Savanna much of the grading for the proposed 
railroad was completed. My. Dixon as commissioner had charge 
of the payment of the wages of the men engaged on this work in 
northern Ilinois and it was his duty to get the money at Spring- 
field and bring it or cause it to be brought to the place where the 
men were employed. 

He drew a draft for £11,500 on the Treasurer at Springfield 
and intrusted it to a man by the name of Hamlin for collection. 
Hamlin made the collection and immediately absconded. Hamlin 
was pursued for weeks by James P. Dixon, Ehjah Dixon and 
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Smith Gilbraith and finally captured at Baltimore, Maryland, but 
when arrested had disposed of the money. John Dixon in the 
meantime had made up the loss with his own funds and was never 
reimbursed for the loss. 

In 1840 Mir. Dixon went to Washington to make application 
for the removal of the United States land office from Galena to 
Dixon and through the influence of his friends there with whom 
he had become acquainted in the Black Hawk war times be was 
presented to President Van Buren and sceured the order for the 
removal of the office. 

An instanee of his courage and self-possession is told in connec- 
tion with the early history of Ogle county. [n 1838 in what Is now 
the town of Pine Creek, in Ogle county, a claim had been ‘Syumped” 
by some men who had no right of possession of the property. 
Courts were searee, the law did not always afford a prompt and 
certain remedy for wrongs sntfered, and, as a consequence, the well 
disposed and honest people of the frontier as it then was were 
obliged to enforee the law themselves without the aid of the proe- 
esses of the courts. 

The clan had been taken possession of by a party of men with 
a known reputation as lawbreakers and whose names ave familiar 
to those aequainted with the annals of the ‘ Banditti of the Prai- 
rie.”’? They were notorious characters and had built a log house 
with loopholes for their rifles and had laid in a supply of provi- 
sions and numbered ten or twelve of the worst charaeters of the 
country. 

It was thought necessary for the peace and seenrity of the 
neighborhood that they be captured and their rendezvous 
destroved. 

Under Mr. Dixon’s leadership a foree was organized. The 
body met at Washington Grove, about two miles distant from the 
eabin. The men in the party gathered from Dixon, Grand Detour 
and Ovegon, among those from Dixon beng John Dixon, his son. 
James P. Dixon, Smith Gilbraith and others. Thev were armed 
with ens and axes and when they approached the fortified eabin 
were warned by the inmates that if they advaneed bevond a eer- 
tain limit they would be shot. 

At this ehallenge John Dixon and Hngh Moore of Grand 
Detour volunteered to break in the door and they ran past the dead 
line up to the eahin itself. reaching it withont injury. Dixon and 
Moore hattered down the door of the eabin and the other members 
of their party coming up attacked the walls and roof. pulling them 
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down. ‘The men inside seeing that it would be useless to continue 
the fight, surrendered, the building was torn to pieces and burned 
and its inmates escorted out of the county. 

On another oceasion a few years afterwards four men took 
possession of a log cabin standing upon a preemption clain belong- 
ing to another person near the place where the Chicago and North- 
western Railway Company station at Dixon now stands. A party 
armed with ritles went to dispossess them. Aly. Dixon went with 
the party but was armed only with his pipe. The men inside of 
the cabin were amned and threatened violence. Aly. Dixon alone 
walked up to the door of the cabin and was told to leave or he 
would be shot. However, he held his ground and through mich 
patienee and persuasion on long pipe smoking finally induced the 
immates to surrender. 

Immediately after coming tou Ogee’s Ferry Mr. Dixon found 
that the Indians were drinking whiskey to excess and he mterested 
himself in their behalf by attenppting to discourage that practice. 
He had ardent supporters among seme of the Indian leaders and 
equally as determined enennes. One of the latter named Dah- 
Shun-Kera, while drunk, attacked and attempted to kill hin with 
amuskrat spear. Dixon stood his ground and after a struggle dis- 
arined the Indian, althongh for a time in great peril. His coolness 
at this time of danger and his evident willingness to fight when 
necessary gave him a high standing for courage with the Indiaus. 

Mr. Dixon in his early hfe was a whig but became a republican 
when that partv was formed. He attended the first republican 
convention at Bloomington in 1856 and made a speech at the con- 
vention at the time of the organization of the party. 

The last public office held by him was that of president of the 
board of timstees of the town of Dixon. On March 7, 1853, he 
was elected as one of the trustees of the tewn and was by the 
trustecs chosen as president of the board, and served as such for 
one year. 

Mrs. Dixon died on Feb. 11, 1847, and their son John W. Dixon 
died but a few days thereafter, on Mareh 19, 1847. The oldest son, 
James P. Dixon, died on April 5, 1853. His decease left John 
Dixon childless. The father of twelve children he had outlived all 
of them. The remainder of his life he made his home with Pliza- 
beth A. Dixon, who was the widow of the deceased son, John W. 
Dixon, in North Dixon, at a house belonging to her, at the imnter- 
section of North Jefferson avenue and Bradshaw street. 
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For many years after the Indians lett Lihnois some of them 
eame each year to visit him. This continued for years after he 
moved to the home in North Dixon. <A delegation would come 
nearly every summer from their home in Wisconsin, by canoe down 
the Rock river. They would go from the river to his house, make a 
eunp in his yard and remain there smoking their pipes and visiting 
for a few days and then take their canoes back up the river to their 
homes. It was on one of these visits that Father Dixon presented 
one of the Indians with what was said to have been the only over- 
coat that he ever had. Ie never wore an overéoat, so it is said, but 
in his old age some one presented hin with one, but he declined to 
use it, claiming that he never had used and had no need for such 
things and as he felt that it was useless to him he presented it to 
his Indian friend. 

Mi. Dixon was to the end of his life in exeellent bodily and 
mental health. As late as in 1878, when eighty-nine vears of age, 
he served on a grand jury in the United States District Court at 
Chicago. 

Shortly before the death of Mrs. Dixon and when nearly sixty 
vears of age he divided the greater portion of the veal estate which 
remained in his possession between Ins two surviving sons, and 
during the remaimder of his life was not particularly active in 
business affainvs. His physieal and mental vigor, however, were in 
a great measure retained until his decease. 

Tn May, 1876, he was taken ill with what was to be his last sick- 
ness and in July 6, 1876, he died, at the age of ninectv-one years, 
eight months and twenty-eight days. His body was taken to the 
courthouse in Dixon, where it lay in state until the funeral. In 
the newspapers published at that time it is stated that upwards of 
ten thousand persons attended the fineral, the courthouse square 
and the streets adjoining being crowded to sneh an extent that the 
voices of the speakers at the ceremony could not reach the outskirts 
of the crowd. 

The Dixon Sim in reviewing his eareer and paying tribute 
to his memory, in its issue of July 12, 1876, among other things, 
said: 

“Jol Dixon is dead. On the 11th of May, nature with a snd- 
den stroke disengaged the cord that bound hin; the old ferryman 
softly drifted away from the shore of tine over the ripphng waters 
and on Jast Thuvsday morning at half-past seven he landed on the 
other side—never to veturn. John Dixon. His name ts memory. 
For mental gifts, mild disposition and performing purpose there 
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will cluster around it the same recollections that now enshrine and 
hallow the name of Washington. Some great men may be honored 
for their success, others may be praised for their achievements; but 
this humble man gained that which transcends all loner and 
exceeds all praise—that which wealth cannot coumuand or position 
bestow; that which is due only to virtue and honest worth—our 
affection and esteem. 

“We will not attempt his culogy, it 1s inscribed in every heart 
that knew him—his deeds are a portion of the country. 

* <> live in hearts we leave behind 
Is not to dic.’ 

“His name need not be inseribed in the Pantheon of history; as 
long as the waters of the Rock river continue to flow; as long as its 
valley blooms or this city lasts; as long as there is a pen to write 
or a tongue to utter; and when towering monuments with which 
grandeur now mourns over departed pride have lost their marble 
pomp and are erumbled into ruin and deeay; when inen now great 
for their wealth are forgotten and their earthly labors and deeds 
have perished John Dixon will live in memory, cherished and 
Deere.” 

Ou the day succeeding his death a pubhe meeting was held and 
the following resolutions, drafted by Judge John V. Eustace, were 
passed and were subsequently passed and adopted at a meeting of 
the city council and recorded in the minutes of the proceedings of 
the council : 

“We, the people of Dixon, called upon to mourn the departure 
of him who gave our city its existence and its name, desire to place 
among its records tlis testimonial of our appreciation of his 
virtues. His neighbors, many of us who have known him for a 
third of a century and who, during all that time, have looked up 
to hini and loved him as a father, with one accord have assembled 
to pay this tribute to his memory. 

“John Dixon, after a lite extended far bevond the limit ordi- 
narilv assigned to man, at the ripe age of nearly ninety-two vears, 
one-half of which had been passed in this town, so loved by hin, 
which he had made, has departed from this scene of his earthly 
labors. He outlived all that were by the ties of blood nearest and 
dearest to him, his weary pilgrimage at last is ended. Ife has gone 
to them in the summer land. 

‘A man of great strength of mind. foree of character and 
determination of purpose, vet he has lived and died without an 
enemy. Forgetful of himself he lived for others, a pure and 
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unselfish life. He was the noblest work of God, an honest man, 
and he 


*¢ «So lived, that when the summons came to join 
The innumerable caravan that moves 
To that mysterious realm where each shall take 
His chambers in the silent halls of death, 
He went, not like the quarry slave, at night 
Seourged to his dungeon, but sustained and soothed 
By an unfaltering trust, approached the grave 
Like one that wraps the drapery of his conch 
About him and lies down to pleasant dreams.’ 


‘Pure and simple-ininded, faithful and true in all the relations 
of life, he has gone to his rest and his works do follow him.”’ 


CHAPTER XVII 
AITO TOWSS ELL? 


Traveling northward from Willow ereek, along the east county 
line, Alto is reached. The origin of its name does not seem to have 
been preserved. At all events the oldest settlers can give me no 
information upon the point and the so-called histories written years 
before overlooked that important feature. 

At a meeting of the citizens of Alto township, held in the school- 
house of district 3, April 3, 1860, Hiram C. Holeomb was 
appointed chairman, Charles R. Tall was made moderator, and 
James Tyler, clerk. Justice H. C. Holcomb administered the oath 
and the polls were declared opened at 9 o’clock. 

At this meeting, it was ordered that the township be divided 
into four road districts and that a tax levv of 40 cents on the 
hundred dollars he levied for road purposes. A motion was also 
carried to raise a tax of 2 mills on the dollar for town purposes. 
The long period of herding cattle had become so inveh of a nuisance 
to the increasing settlements that drastic measures were taken to 
compel eattle owners to fence their cattle. A motion was carried 
to the effect that all cattle should be kept up at night and if damage 
followed from leaving them at large, the owner was to pay for all 
damage done for the first offense and for the seeond offeuse the 
owner was to pay double the damage done. And to enforee the rule 
summarily, every man was made his own poundimaster. 

Forty-seven votes were polled. ©. R. Hall was elected the first 
supervisor; James Tyler, the first town elerk; Josiah Carpenter, 
the first collector; James Tyler, the first assessor: Daniel Carey 
and H. C. tloleomh, the first justices of the peace; Josiah Carpen- 
ter and John Dorson., the first constable; Jedediah Loneridge, the 
first overseer of the poor; and James A. Smith, Roan MeClure and 
M. Mills, the first highway commissioners. 
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The first settlers of Alto were Mr. and Abs. John Grimes who 
same to Alto in 1843 and settled uear Phin Thicket, the only grove 
in the township. The house of Mi. Grimes, the first one built in 
the township, was built, we are told, in 1847, four vears after he 
settled in the township. The second settler came in 1845 and his 
name was J. Wood, a Baptist preacher. He remained two or three 
years and then removed to Karlville. About 1852, Jedediah Lon- 
eridge came next. He remained about twenty vears and removed 
to Nebraska. Following Loneridge, *‘the basket maker,’’ eame the 
families of James Holcomb and his father, Hubbell Wilhamns, 
Naso |lervick, the Mhils’ family, James Tele, Ko bball, thie 
Kirbys, the Stewards, the MeDonalds Cor MeDonnels, as spelled 
sometimes), and the Carpenters—Williamn FF. Carpenter eame to 
Alto in 1857. 

Alto township is a praime township and like ether prairie town- 
ships. did not settle rapidly. Tn fact it may be said of Alto that its 
population was sparse until the Jate sixties. And it exeited Uttle 
attention until the railroad came through, 

But since that date, Alto has given an excellent account of itself. 
It is a wonderfully rieh township and nntil httle Searboro was 
created, Steward was the unlv village or city, for that matter, in 
Northern Uhinois to market over a million bushels of grain vear 
after vear. Ieven now, with Searbore feeding on its old territory, 
Steward has marketed 800,000 bushels of grain. In the vears 1869 
and 1870, when every community in Northern [hnois was agi- 
tated by the prospeets Con paper) of having a railroad or two, Alto 
experienced those same thrills. It was said that Francis KE. Hinek- 
ley desired to build a railroad from Forreston to Chicago, to run 
through Alto township. he rumor created great excitement of 
course and when it was proposed to bond the township for $32,000, 
payable when cars were running over the rails, the proposition 
provoked the usual antagonisin. Patriotism was appealed to on 
the one hand; the fellow who thonght he was paving taxes enongh, 
opposed the venture. A meeting was had and a vote was taken 
which was carried favorably to the honds by a vote of ninety-three 
for, to fifty against. Grading was commenced on Monday, Sept. 26, 
1870, and on Dee. 31, 1870, the road was finished to Roehelle and 
trams moved regularly to that point. After that date trains ran 
rather irregularly mntil April, 1871, and only one per day until 
1872. The Chieago fire and the financial distress prevailing over 
the country interfered with the plans of the company considerably, 
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but eventually the Chicago and Iowa railroad caine to its own and 
enjoyed a prosperous business. 

Naturally there was a fight over the question of the bonds, but 
this question was compromised by the issuanec and acceptance of a 
$25,000 issue, and ata less rate of interest. 

For a time the railroad offices and the warehouse or freight 
house were located in the barn of Wesley Steward. 

Now, the Chicago, Burlington and Quiney company controlling 
the road, runs some of the most beautiful trains in the country over 
this line ot railway. All its northwestern business is carried via 
that route. This service inchides two beautiful through trains each 
way, each day. The freight traffie over it now is enormous. 

In 1904, the importance of Steward was recognized by the 
Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul company. That corporation 
enjoved a joint occeupaney of the strip of road running southerly 
out of Roekford, and when the latter company desired to reaeh 
further south into the coal fields, Steward was selected as the 
junetional point from whieh to bear off te the southwest. Tmnme- 
diately this new road established two new stations in Lee county. 
Searboro in Willow Creek township, and Roxbury in Wyoming 
township. With the up-building of Steward, the township of Alto 
took on an unusual degree of activity. Projects of improvement 
in every diveetion were formulated, not the least of whieh was the 
extensive svstem of drainage more partienlarly mentioned in other 
parts of this work. But here in Alto they were agitated first and 
here in Alto they began to materialize under the dyedge and the 
spade, and an Alto man, Weslev Steward, was made a member of 
the first drainage board of Lee eounty to begin those operatious 
whieh since have been made so stupendous. 

The village of Steward stands upon the corners of four sections, 
16, 17, 20 and 21, and Main and Dewey streets form the dividing 
lines. The town site was selected hy Weslev Steward, on his lands, 
and he platted the village in 1870. Wilham MeMahan, the then 
county surveyor, made the survey of the plat, and S. O. Barnett, 
still a vesident of Steward, assisted him in the performance of that 
job, as ehainman. 

The first house on the new town site was built by Patrick Carey, 
from the first a section foreman for the Burlington company. This 
was in 1874; it was built on John street, where it stands today, and 
was used as Mr. Carey’s residence. 

The first place of business was erected in 1871, by Witham 
Guthrie who used it for a restaurant. 
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The second business house was biult by Henry A. Robinson in 
1871, and he used it for a store of general merchandise, 

In 1875 P. A. Billion & Co. opened the first hardware store. 
They sold it to G. A. Ruckiman, who conduets it today on the same 
spot and in the same building. 

In 1877, Edward O'Neil erected a building on Main street and 
opened therem a general store. Doctor Gardner opened the first 
drug store, but finding a drug store would not pay, he moved the 
stock upstairs and rented the store room to Yetter and Healy, who 
put ina stock of general merchandise. 

In 1859 the first schoolhouse was built m Alto, and Miss Carrie 
Whitcomb was the first teacher. Miss Carrie Norton sueceeded 
her. The last named Jady married Mi. Merritt Miller, who was a 
teacher, and afterwards My. Miller taught during the winter 
mouths and Afvs. Miller during the summer months. In the old 
schoolhouse, Misses Thurber, Holmes and others, followed. This 
same old building stands today on Main street and is used for a 
store building. 

In 185], at a cost of $7,000, a new sehool building was built. On 
Feb. 8, 1903, this building was destroyed by fire and for the rest 
of the school vear sehool was econdueted in the rooms over a Myr. 
Foster's store. Diving the sunnner of 1903, the present beautiful 
building was erected, and by November Ist the schools were opened 
with Miss Ida Van Patten as prineipal, Miss Nona Floyd, teacher 
of the intermediate departinent, and Miss Valeria Whetston (Mas. 
F. J. Beardsley) as primary teacher. Among those who have 
taught in the Steward sehools ave Delos W. Baxter, of Rochelle, 
and Messrs. Sensor, Fillmore and Miller as principals; Miss lilla 
Wileox, now Mars. Robinson of Lowa, Mis: Nellie Bowles, Doctor 
Fauser; Ilenry HW. Hagen, principal; Miss Nora O’Neil, primary, 
and Miss Dora Ackland, intermediate. 

The postoffice was established in Steward in 1871 and Mrs. 
Merritt Miller became the first postunstress. Through the intrigue 
of cheap emnity to the founder of the town, the name of the post- 
office was nade ‘ TLeaton,”’ professedly in honor of Judge Wilham 
W. Ifeaton of Dixon. But this inconsistency and troublesome 
feature was short-lived. The department changed it to the name of 
the plat and the railway station, “Steward.” just as it should have 
been called from the first. The first postoffiee was in the old depot, 
the scene of other interesting beginnings. After about a vear, Mrs. 
Miller gave up the office and TT. A. Robinson was appointed. Those 
who suecceded to the office have heen William Preston, G. A. Ruck- 
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man, and John P. Yetter, the present postmaster, although on 
Clevelaud’s second election, Ruckanan was returned and then in 
Turn, Petter vane returned. In T90L two rnral deliveries were 
established fron: this office, both of which continue to this day 
The two first carriers were S. H. Diller and Patrick O'Neal. 

In view of the enormous quantities of grain produced at this 
point, Mr. Steward erected tn 1872-73 an elevator to handle it 
and he engaged in the grain business. A coal and Tnmber business 
Was connected with the grain business. 

In 1880, C. Jorgens & Co. ereeted another elevator. These 
people sold out to Miller and Emmitt and thev in turn, in the vear 
1894, sold to Titus Brothers. In 1904 this old elevator was torn 
down and rebuilt, much enlarged, on a new site furnished by the 
new Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul company. 

On April 13, 1913, the village of Steward was mcorporated and 
officers as follows were elected: 

President, U.S, Slieawer; trustees, JM. Durmn, J. . Yetter, 
John Tavior, F.P. Barmett,.L. fb. Birdsall and Thomas I. Kivby: 
elerk, Edward T. Corwin; treasnrer, Zeno Wise; police magistrate, 
S.J. Whetston: marshal, Jay Stiles. 

One will find in Steward a peculiar situation in the business 
field. The grain dealers have always done a banking busmess and 
to this dav Shearer Brothers receive deposits and write exchange 
toa very large amount in the course of the vear. 

The Tins National Bunlewas oreamzed Jan. 1, 1903, with a 
capital stock of $25,000. Its first officers were: E. L. Titus, presi- 
dent; 1. R. Titus, cashier; R. W. Hough, assistant casmer, and 
Ea. Tite, t R. Vis, WV estes Stewart, GW. Thompson, <. MM. 
Durin, R. W. Hough, A. B. Titus, George E. Stoeking and G. W. 
Dunin, directors. 

The Neola Elevator Conpany operates the old Wesley Steward 
elevator. Alto township contains one of the best herds of pure 
bred Hereford eattle in the State of Hhnois, owned by W. E. 
Hemenway. The annual dispersion sales from this farm are events 
in Lee county history. For imany vears, Morris Cook, son-in-law 
of Mv. Hemenway, owned a rare herd of the same breed, but on 
aecount of his large landed interests, he dispersed them about four 
Vears ago. 

Mr. Hemenwav’s farm is the old Plum Thicket and it has heen 
named ‘The Grove Farm.”’ 

At the International Live Stoek show held in Chicago in 1905, 
“Nasquerader™” tied with another bull for sweepstakes honors, 
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which tie had to be decided by casting luts. In this test, Mr. 
ILemenway lost and so was given second. At other live stock shows 
this herd has achieved great distinction with ‘Right Lad*’ and 
other noted animals. 

Coneerning the churches of Alto, their carly history is much 
the same as the Distory of Malugin’s Grove in Brooklyn and 
Willow Creek. All were in the same eenit and the same cireuit 
riders visited each, although ciremit riding had been abandoned 
practically when Alto began its church history. 

The veay 1874 seems to mark the beginning of church life in 
Steward as a distinetive feature. Of course there were other 
church services in Alto township, bit just where [ have not been 
able to ascertain. 

In April, 7-4, a meeting was held in the railroad depot for the 
purpose of matnring plans to build a Methodist chureh in Steward. 
1. CO, I A. Robinson, oH, VaarPatten, ¥. Wh VW ells) derennal 
Tyler, James A. Smith, Merritt Miller, Robert M. Peile and John 
Yetter were cleeted a building committee. M. L. Barnett was made 
treasurer and J. C. Curvy was made clerk. Perkins Richardson 
of Anrova draughted plans and to T. J. Labdell was given the 
evntract for building the new elmyveh. By September it was 
finished and then the question avose as to whe should be given 
control of it. It was voted to the Methodists. On Sept. 6, 1874. the 
ehureh was dedieated by Prof. Miner Rayvinond of the Garrett 
Biblical Institute of Hyanston. 

My. Steward then was superintendent of the railroad and to 
secure a large attendance he caused free trains to run into Steward 
from Chicago and Mount Morris. The ladies furnished free 
dinners. At the meeting Messrs. Steward and Curry agreed to 
pay the deficit after all the sibseriptions had heen made by the 
volunteers. 

Before this period Willow Creek framished about the only 
chureh services to be fonnd in that vicinity. 

North and south through Alto township the old Ottawa-Rock- 
ford tral ran. Tn 1896 a read was viewed and laid out from Paw 
Paw to Rochelle. 

The lands in Alto average high in price and fertility. 

The Phin Thicket min is the only natural stream runnig 
through Alto township, and that is so unimportant that it is little 
known. Water is reached easily. Uvive wells reach an easy flow 
of water at a depth of 100 to 200 feet. 
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The very large Norwegian Evangelical chuych in the south- 
eastern corner of the townsInp already has been noticed in the 
account of Willow Creek. It is known as the North West church 
and is not far from Lee. 

It is so close to Lee that it is regarded as a Lee institution. Lt 
was orgamzed June 20, 1870. At the mecting Michael Kimtsou 
was made chairman and Rasmus O. Hall, secretary. After prayers, 
articles of faith were adopted and officers were elected. Peter O. 
spe, Peter O. Hill and thas O. Espe were elected trustees and 
Michael Knutson, Rasmus O. Till and Ole O. Hill were made 
deacons. 

[ts size is 36x56, 16 feet high, and has a seating capacity for 400. 
It is surrounded by a large yard and ample shed room for many 
teams. The cost of construction was $2,300 and the society is free 
from debt. While the Fertile Valley church is considered as a 
Steward church, it is in realitv an Inlet swamp church over in 
Revnolds township and will be considered there. 

The very best of citizenship is found in Alto. The chureh-going 
element predominates almost to the extent of taking in every 
family in the township. 

Saloons are not permitted in Alto township. It has been dry 
territory for many years. 

The Norwegian settlement extends over into Alto considerably, 
and into its neighboring town to the east, Milan, in DeKalb county. 

Onee in the lifetime of Wesley Steward, he owned considerable 
over two thonsand acres of land in tlis township and his brother, 
Lewis Steward, owned something like one thousand three hundred 
acres. 

James Kirby, for many years supervisor, and one of the big 
men of Lee county before his death, owned in his home farm nearly 
a thousand acres of land, T am told. 

Considerable useful information concerning Alto lands will be 
found in the chapter devoted to the Tnlet drainage scheme, one of 
the biggest in the state. 

Lands in Alto township run up to two hundred and fifty and 
three hundred dollars, and T doubt if the latter figure conld buy a 
single acre of the beautiful Morris Cook farm, just east of town. 
Mr. Cook is a splendid farmer and when he speaks of threshing 
a season's crop, it means anyvthme from ten thousand bushels 
upward. Myr, Cook holds to the theory that one vear with another, 
it pays to market one’s grain from the mouth of the machine, and 
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in Ins adinirvable system of keeping track of things, his figures 
prove the truth of his theory. 

The village of Steward is only six miles fron: Rochelle and very 
naturally trade at Rochelle, the larger place, would gravitate that 
way, but Steward has some splendid stocks of general merchandise 
and the merchants enjoy a splendid trade, running as high as fifty- 
tive thousand dollars in a single vear, | have been told, with one of 
them, Mir. John P. Yetter, the postmaster. 

Rev. IF. A. Grahain, pastor of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
here and at Iertile Valley, has two very substantial congregations 
and his Sunday schools are very prosperous. 


STEWARD OF TODAY 


Steward, located in the midst of the best body of land on thts 
earth almost, naturally reaps many advantages, one of which is 
that until Searboro, just below it, was platted, one million bushels 
of grain and over were marketed every year there. Tliree large 
elevators take care of it and in one of them there are three dumps 
which may be operated at the same moment, so that one man may 
come to market black oats, another may market white oats and 
still another with wheat, barley or corm may be served without 
interferenee. This grain elevator of Shearer Brothers, on one 
cecasion paid out in one day for gram, $22:000. T doubt if any 
plaee of ten times the size of Steward can make that boast. This 
is the eoneern, too, which does a large banking business as well as 
grain business and, too, they own one of the elevators at Searboro. 

What is true of the grain trade is true of the livestock trade. 
H. K. Sherloek, one of the buyers, spent $24,000 for six weeks’ 
receipts. In two other months he paid ont #22,000. Besides 
him uther deniers Iniys Sir G. WW. Dern, Peter Damn) c: 
Wagner and Thomas Kelley. 

Another elevator is owned by the Neola company, the Armonurs, 
and the third is called the Farmers, | beheve. 

The dirst SNatranal alk iswemed lareely i the Vitis tanaily. 
Ithas a capital of $25,000 and a surplus of over 85,000, 

Besides owning the harness shop, HE. 'T. Corvin rus the garage 
there and he tells me there are nearly one lindred antomobiles 
tributary to Steward. Something tke thirty were sold in the place 
last season, 

The residences of Steward are of the very highest class. 
Besides that of Ma. Steward, the founder, is one owned by A. A. 
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Richardson, costing $12,000. Cement sidewalks are laid before 
every lot in Steward. This is one of the few places which has an 
independent electric light all. mght service, called the Steward 
Electrie Light and Water Company, managed by L. D. Beitel. 
The town is ighted by fifteen 64-candlepower Timesten lights, and 
never since Aly, Beitel has controlled the plant has the town heen 
without heht. Steward also has a splendid water service furnished 
by the eleetrie hght company at moderate figures. The pressure 
ean be made seventy-five pounds to the square meh pian instant. 

Hon. Wesley Steward, who founded the httle place, died not 
long ago, leaving Mrs. Steward, his widow, and Miss Bertha, lis 
daughter, two charning ladies, surviving lim. Miss Steward is 
a niember of the Reehelle chapter, D. A. R. She also is a member 
of the State Historical Society and is very much interested in his- 
torical subjects. Her father, before his death, kept a diary every 
day of lus life atter he came to Alto township in 1855, and therein 
every transaction was recorded just as it ocenrred, and when it 
oceurred. When he came there he bonght up 2.100 acres of land 
and lis brether, Lewis, owned 1.300 aeres more. Mr. Steward 
broke the first furrow on the land on which he lived and on whieh 
the village of Steward is situated, and ever sinee 1855, he lived on 
that Jand. During all lis lone eareer he was one of the leading 
eitizens of Tlmois and in Lee econnty, no one occupied a greater 
share of public esteem. Sinee his death. Mrs. Steward and Miss 
Steward spend much of their time in travel. espeeially during the 
Winter months. 

The business men of the place may be set down as follows: 
tt. T. Corwin, as stated already: John P. Yetter, general merehant 
and postmaster, and he runs one of the best equipped stores | 
ever have seen: William Cratty, blacksmith; William Stauffer, 
blacksmith: the clectrie light and power plant; First National 
bank: Shearer Bros., grain and banking; The Farmer’s Elevator, 
A. Coon, manager: Neola elevator. F. F. Nelson, manager: M, M. 
Fell, life insurance agent: Dr. @. Kimball: Dv. FT. M. Durin: F. P. 
Barnett, groceries; W. A. Foster, restarrant: Thomas F. WKirhy, 
farm implements; The O'Neil Estate, general merehandise, a very 
large store; C. O. Raymond, painter; G. A. Ruekman, hardware; 
Will Danm. phimber: W. W. Holton. barber: City Hotel, and the 
Telephone Exehange. 

Among the most suecessfnl farmers ave Morris Cook, Ole JJ. 
Prestegaard, the very wealthy family of Herrmann. some of whom 
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live over in Willow Creek, Iva Cooper, Elmer Smith, and the 
Henning Brothers. Peter Daum is another. 

Farm lands of Alto have gone out of sight m price, so that 1t 
is impossible for me to quote it. 

Just now, two railroads pass through Steward, the old Kinek- 
ley road, now the Chicago, Burlington and Quincey, and the Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee and St. Paul running north and south. 


STREET SCENE, AMBOY 


OLD DISTILLERY AP ROCKY FORD. ON TIE GREEN RIVER, NATnoy 


CHAPTER AVI 
AMBOY 


This claimed for a Frenchman named Filamalee, that he was 
the first settler of Amboy townslip and that he lived in Palestine 
Grove about a mile south of Rocky Ford. It has been said that in 
a burr oak stump, he placed mortar and therein he pounded grain 
into meal and flour for bread. He left the country as soon as set- 
tlers began reaching the country, and John Dexter im 1835 beeanie 
the first settler. He came here from Canada and made his claim 
on the northwest quarter of section 13. The cabin whieh he built 
immediately, was twelve feet square. In the spring of 1836, My. 
aud Mis. James Doan came into what now is the township of Am- 
boy. With them came Johu Doan the father and Jemima sister of 
James. In the spring of 1837, Andrew Bainter, brother-in-law to 
James Doan came in and took a elaim on the Sublette read. In 
October, 1837, Asa B. Searls came up the Peoria road with a team 
of horses, bringing with him Benjamin Wasson, from Peoria. 
Both were New York people. Searls located on south half of 
section 14 and Wasson on scetions 14and 15. Later Searls laid ont 
Binghampton, a nile east of the present city of Amboy. Nathan 
Meek settled near Rocky Ford about 1837. Rocky Ford was so 
named from the ford over Green river to the southwest of Amboy 
where Frederick R. Dutcher afterwards established a store, a mill 
and a distillery and where for a time a village of respectable pro- 
portions flourished. Meek was not reputed to he a desirable eitizen 
during the days of the handitti. Three miles down stream he built 
his corn cracker mill and ground corn. He tried to make flour, 
but failed. A sawmill had been built in this township much earlier 
than in other sections of the county. When Mr. Searls first came 
here Timothy Perkins and Horace Bowen operated one at Rocky 
Ford, but later in the vear, it was transferred te a man named 
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Lee. After a brief career, Lee sold to Mason. ‘The latter died 
and John Von Arnam (or Van Norman) secured it. In 1848, 
Frederick R. Dutcher purchased it. 

Jn 1837, James Blair, and his sons, William, Winthrop and 
Edwin came here, and settled on section 29. The same year, John 
S. Sawyer and his four sons erected a cabin south of the iil 
Central shops. In 1541, Sawyer sold part of his claim to Joseph 
Farwell and the remainder to Joseph Appleton. Alexander Janes 
came in about 1837, but in a vear or so sold his claim to Chester 8. 
Badger, and moved to Bureau county. [In 18388, Abr. Badger and 
his son, Simon, settled in this township, and in 1839 Warren, an- 
other son, came out with the mother and her two daughters, Sarah 
and Rowena (or Roena). But Warren returned and remained in 
the East until 1542 only, when he came back to [hnois and set- 
tled permanently here. Henry Badger came in 1849, [En the suin- 
mer of 1838, John C. ClInieh, Curtis Bridgeman, the latter’s sons, 
Curtis and Uvial, and Wilham Hunt arrived. In 1841, Jaeob 
Doan came out from Ohie and bought the claim made by My. 
Chureh, one mile south of Amboy. Martin Wright also came in 
1838, from Massachusetts. John Fosdick, the Lee Center or Inlet 
blacksmith moved lis smithy over to Doan’s place and that be- 
come the first in the township. Later Fosdick returned to Lee 
Center, and Doan and Frederick Bainter became proprietors and 
continned the business. Doan divented a sconmng plow and many 
were made by the fi. 

Tn 1839, Cvrus Davis and his son, Cyrus A. Davis, eame here 
from Massachusetts and claimed a home on the southeast quarter 
of section 15, later Wynn's addition to Amboy. -loln and Wil- 
Ham Ibook, Irothers, loeated at Roeky Ford in 1840. Aaron 
Hook eame two vears before. The Joseph Farwell elann on the 
northeast quarter of section 22 subsequently was platted into the 
onginal town of Ambov. Jesse Hale came in 1841, and Samuel 
and Lyman Bixhy came here in 44. Among others who came to 
the neighborhood about this time, were, Joseph Appleton (41 
42); Josiah Davis: Francis TL. Northway (18+); Orris Adams 
and familv; David Searls, Alvan H. Thompson; Fliel Lewis 
(1842) ; Miles and Joseph Lewis (1845): Seth W. Holmes (1846) ; 
Ehjah and Warren THill; Henry @. Shaw, and John M. Blocker 
(1849). 

The first pubhe land sales were held at the Dixon Land Office 
in the autumn of 1844. Prior to this time of eonrse, every person 
was a squatter. But as noticed already, every community had its 
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code under which lines were regulated, settlers were protected in 
the peaceable enjovment of their claims and in the meht to buy 
the same from the Government when offered for sale, unhampered 
by speculators. The Amboy association abont 1837, centered 
around Inlet, of which Amboy was a part at that thie. Later, the 
settlers around Palestine Grove, organized and held qectings at 
the homes of Sherman Hateh and William Dolan. [i ISt7, all 
need for this latter association having vanished it was discoutin- 
ued. While individual associations existed everywhere, they all 
were confederated together for any emergencies whieh may bave 
arisen. 

Ou the 16th of Mareh, 1839, George E. Haskell, was chosen 
president of the claim association for Inlet and Martin Wright, 
clerk. The committee elected consisted of Ransom Barnes, 1). TI. 
Birdsall, Ozro C. Wright, Daniel M. Dewey and Benjamin 
Whiteaker. Mareh 20, 1841, Haskell and Wright were reelected, 
and D. H. Birdsall, David Tripp, Daniel M. Dewer, Charles 
Starks and Sherman Shaw were made the comnittce. 

In the spring of 1850, April 2d, the first annual town meeting 
was held in Amboy, Joseph Farwell acted as moderator and 
Joseph B. Appleton as clerk. Miles Lewis suggested that the new 
township be named Amboy and the name was adopted. David 
Searls was made supervisor; J. B. Appleton, town clerk; Martin 
Wright, assessor and A. WH. Thompson, collector, 

The old voad from Pern to Gvand Detour, mentioned already 
Was the first to run through Amboy township. Phe second ran 
from Inlet to Prophetstown, taking in Binghamton, and Rocky 
Ford. Main street today is that very read and the old eotton- 
woods along the edges to mark its course, were planted by Joseph 
Farwell. 

dn 1855, the THinois Central railroad was finished through Am- 
boy to Freeport, and on February 1, it was thrown open for 
traffic. The first train to reach Amboy was in November, 1854. 

During the session 1868-9 of the Thinois Legislature, Alonzo 
Kinvon of Amboy was a member of the lower House. During this 
session, he procured a charter for the Chieago & Roek River 
Railroad Company to rn from Roek Falls to Calumet. In 1869, 
Kinyon was elected president and on July 26, 1869, Amboy voted 
by 517 for, to 92 against, to issue township bonds in aid of the 
road to the extent of $100,000, January 4, 1872, the road between 
Rock Falls and Amboy was finished and Jnne 19 it was finished 
to Paw Paw. Under Kinyon, shops and all manner of good things 
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for Amboy were pronised, but when the Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy Railway Company obtained possession of the road, and 
connected it with the Chicago & lowa road at Shabbona, Ainboy 
was doomed. The bonds were fought bitterly for vears. All sorts 
of subterfuges were resorted to in the efforts made to escape serv- 
ice of process; but to no purpose. Their payment had to come 
sometime. <A settlement was made at last, and not very long 
ago the last doliar was paid off. Many times the burden became 
intolerable but with a sublime courage the citizens stuck to it until 
every cent was paid. 

Amboy always has been fortunate with ler school svstem. The 
same intelligence which pervaded Lilet, while Amboy was a part 
of that precinct, has pervaded Amboy; teachers and mimsters and 
physicians, all men of rare intelligence, came early to Ambov and 
they saw to it that the Amboy sehools were built on subtantial 
foundations and presided over by good teachers. 

Luey Ann Chureh was the first teacher to teach in this town- 
ship. The schoolhouse, built of logs, was located on the Sublette 
road just south of the railroad crossing. Leonard Pratt, Jobn 
Carey, Ira Hale, David Hale and Charlotte Doan followed Miss 
Church. The seeond school in the township was the famous 
Wasson Sehool, a frame building erected over towards Lee Center, 
in 1845. In this school Misses Rowena (or Roena) Badger and 
Roxy Wasson taught fora long while. John Scott, an able teacher, 
H. E. Badger and Lyman C. Wheat also taught there. 

Later, the tirst school was moved further south and located near 
the Lewis place. 

Private schools never were attempted to any great extent. At 
Rocky Ford, a few irregular tems were ventured, but in the faee 
of faihive, they were not continued. 

Chnareh services were furnished first by Father Gorbus. a 
Methodist, who came over from the Indian Creek country. 

The next minister to appear so far as known, was a German 
Baptist named Father Hetehler. Rev. Curtis Lathrop came along 
third. Tle was a Methodist. Father White, a Methodist was next 
to appear. 

In 1845, the Rev. Donaldson, assisted in organizing a Congre- 
gational society, said to he the first in the county. This was done 
at the house of Moses Crombie, and the name adapted was ‘The 
Congregational Chureh of Palestine Grove.” Serviees were held 
fer many years in the Wasson schoolhouse. Rev. John Morrel 

ras the first regnlay pastor. He in turn was followed by Rev. In- 
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gersoll, father of Robert G. Ingersoll. Revs. Joseph Gardner and 
a Mr. Pierson followed Ingersoll, Later this church moved to Lee 
Center. Many stories are related of Rev. Ingersell especially by 
Rev. Haney, the Methodist cireuit nider. Prom all, we can learn 
the gentleman was rather opimionated and considerably belliger- 
ent, 

The Palestine Grove Baptist Chureh was another early chureh. 
In 1847, Rev. Charles Cross became its pastor. 

The Mormon chureh attempted to seenre a foothold im this 
township and what is more, it was aetnally secured. The first 
preacher, Wilham Anderson, held his services in Jolm Hook's 
honse. Both Joseph and Hyrum Smith came up here often from 
Nauvoo. Joseph, the prophet, married a Miss Emina TLale, sister 
to Alva Hale of Sublette. and David Hale and Mis. Benjamin 
Wasson of Amboy. Asa Searls was a bovhood acquaintance of 
Smith, and had been a schoohnate. Smith visited his friends and 
relatives here often. He made it a point always to preach when 
here, using the log sehoolhouse on the Sublette read. When in 
the famous htigetion of June, 1843, the Governor of Missouri, sent 
a requisition over into Tinois for Smith’s arrest, the latter was 
visiting those relatives and friends in Palestine Grove. An [h- 
Hois constable and the Missoni agent came up here and arrested 
hon. Smith fought desperately, but after receiving many bruises, 
he was overpowered. 

The crowd beheved the proceedings were entively egal and 
many followed Smith and his captors to Dixon. Tt was agreed, 
however, that Smith was to return to Nanveo, But npon the dis- 
covery of the Missouri agent's design to take the prisoner over 
to Missouri direct, a party of Mormons collected and rescued the 
prophet. Immediately be was brought trinmphantly Into Nauvoo. 
A writ of habeas corpus was issned and Smith was released by 
Judge Stephen A. Douglas. 

Aavon Hook who had gone to Nanvoo and who had been or- 
dained an elder, returned now, to Roeky Ford. Wilham Snith, 
another brother of the prophet eame over to Lee county from 
Nauvoo about this time and a very considerable Mormon follow- 
ing was obtained in Lee county. 

Among the number were the Hooks, Edwin Cadwell, Went- 
worth Blair, Stephen Stone and David L. Doan. 

Tt was a deplorable cixreumstance, however, that none of the 
Smiths econld get along with his neighbors. This William Smith 
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was no exception. He was arrested here for bigamy, released and 
then he left the country. 

In 1860, April 6th, the anniversary of the founding of the 
church, the annual conference was held in Amboy. Joseph Sunth, 
Jv., was installed prophet and ligh priest in the old Mechanies 
Hall, where the meeting was held. 

Amboy township was peopled early by enterprising people. 
So soon as the settlers got their bearimgs, they proceeded at once 
to build their homes and schools and churches and then to estab- 
lish villages for trading and manufacturing purposes. 

Binghamton was laid out by Asa Bb. Searls and named in hone, 
of Binghamton, New York. Its location was on the sontheast 
quarter of section 14. The date was April, 1848. Warren Badger 
laid off some lots contignons. Here Ma. Searls opened aad main- 
tained the Binghamton [fonse. He erected a store as well and took 
into partnership Edward Waters. Later Henry Potter bought 
the store and he in turn seld it to the Vion Company, a cooperative 
company, conducted by James H. Preston. Robert G. Ingersoll 
was Mi. Searls’ ‘‘hived man,”’ for a considerable period. 

Binghamton beeame a foumng nil center, John Dexter in 144 
built one on Green river and the Badger brothers, Warren and 
Palmer, built another. The latter was killed by a bank of earth 
falling on him and Chester Badger took his place in the partner- 
ship. Tn 1858, Chester and Tlenry Badger took over the preperty 
and introdneed steam power instead of water power, On Thurs- 
day night, July 18, 1872, the mill was burned and a toss of 86,000 
was sustained. The ail] was vebiilt and V1. EE. Badger and son 
took it over and operated it until the evening of July 21, 1881, 
when it was struck by Hehtning and bnrned. Loss 16,000; isir- 
ance 86,000. 

John Doan started a plow factory whieh he ran fora veay and 
then sold it to Frederick Bainter. In 1846 another was started 
by the Shaws and Churehes. One of the factories, a quaint ht- 
tle hmestone building testifies to the business thrift of Bingham- 
ton, to this very day. 

There were two blacksmith shops, a shoe shop, a wagon shop, 
the Reed Touse,”? and in 1850 it had secured from Shelhurn the 
stage headquarters and the postoffice. At this time Binghamton 
was one of the prosperous plaees of the eounty. 

Binghamton is one mile cast of Amboy. There the cemetery 
wak cetablished in thegimls day aud iit, Paticuee wile of Acs. 
Searls, was first to be bnvied. She died Dev, 19, 1846. 
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Rocky Ford was settled early and became the center of manu- 
facturing interests without being platted. The old Indian trail 
from west to cast crussed the river here. Timothy Perkins set- 
tled here first. He and Horace Bowen erected a sawmill, which 
passed snecessively into the hands of Lee, Mason, Van Arnani (or 
Van Norman) and Dutcher. In 1849, I*rederick R. Dutcher plat- 
ted the property and nained the plat, Shelburn. The river was the 
dividing line. Dutcher erected a distillery at once and in 1593, 
he added a store. Jacob Doan next vear put in another store. 

The Shelburn Manufacturing Company of which Dutcher was 
president, put up a large flouring mill in 7856. Tt was combined 
with the distillery and Shelburn attracted considerable trade and 
a large business was handled. 

The mill was a stone building 60x60 feet, four stories high. The 
distillery was 40x140, two and a half stories igh. The dam was 
built of solid masonry, the whole costing 865,000. Col. Joln 
B. Wyman for 4 time was an influential member of the company. 

In 1859, by reason of an explosion, the south wall was partially 
thrown down and the boiler was hurled thirty rods across the 
ereek. ‘The engineer, Jolm Bentley was injured badly. Loss 
$4,000. Ten vears later the building was destroved by fire. A 
smal] section of wall stands today to invite attention to the former 
glories of Shelburn. Beautiful Rocky Ford cemetery is located 
here. It is owned by the Catholie church at Amboy, 

When the Illinois Central was built, Shelburn and Binghamton 
collapsed and became deserted villages. 

The first postal facilities were furnished by Dixon. hen Asa 
B. Searls became first postmaster and the office was maintained 
in his house. Warren Badger followed when Searls resigned. 
Dutcher was made postmaster of Shelburn, but when Bingham- 
ton secured its removal, Dutcher seenred its re-establishment un- 
der the name of Equator. 

Shelburn had all the opportunity to lead. When the mail 
route was changed from Peoria to Peru, Shelburn beeame the 
stage headquarters. Two lines were rim, one by Frink and Walker 
and another by Dixon and Andruss. But the Binghamton people 
outgencraled their rivals at every turn and finally secured the 
stage lines. Midway between Binghamton and Shelhurn, stands 
Amboy, made by the entrance of the Illinois Central railroad. 

In 1851, a corps of engineers under Roswell B. Mason, ran lines 
through this localitv. T. B. Blackstone, had charge of the men 
between Dixon and Bloomington. The town sites then were owned 
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in many instances, by individuals or companies, composed of 
stockholders of the Central. Very much after present day methods 
they pursued the tacties of the present day man. Af first a farm 
two miles north of the present depot, was bought and the com- 
pany sent out word that the machine shops for the new road were 
to be located there. Some stone was hauled and the place actually 
was hamed Kepatau. Tins feimt was made for the sule purpose 
of securing another farm for the town. The scheme worked very 
well and Amboy stands today just where the Central people de- 
sired, on the ‘‘ Farwell place.” 

In June, 1853, Michael Egan came here to begin work on the 
station bmildings. Plans for the machine shops were made and 
My. Egan pushed thet construction with rapidity. E:ehteen hun- 
dred and fifty-four became the birth year of Amboy. Town lots 
were sold rapidly. Parwell’s and Wayinan’s and Gilson’s additions 
were platted and residence lots went off rapidly. R. D. Peironet 
and Samuel Goldman opened the first stores; the first named had 
a small stock of knick-knacks. Goldinan sold clothing. 

In the spring of 1854, Josiah Little erected a store building 
which was opened in October and in which a stock of drugs, hard- 
ware and groceries was sold; Wileox and Wooster followed with 
a dry goods and grocery stere. Later, Ma. Wooster bought the 
interest of is partner. During these first formative vears, Am- 
hov grew very rapidly. 

David Bainter was the first doctor to settle here, William E. 
Ives, the first Keavver to settle here, came in Deeember, 185-4. 
Alfred Tooker and James H. Filch eame the next vear. Alonzo 
Kinyon, who read law here eame about the same time. Desirous 
of secnring the facilities of a enirt, Kiavon secured the passage of 
aart liv thedzemislann‘e establishing, "Phe Court of 4 onion 
Pleas of the (itv of Amboy,” with jurisdiction concurrent with 
the eireuit court, eases of mnrder and treason excepted. Ti 1869, 
Kinven was elected judge of this court and (. D. Vanehan was 
elected clerk. The conrt did not prosper. however, and in 1874 the 
law was repealed, 

Armed with a letter of introduction to Stephen A. Donglas. 
Bernard W. Trusdell came te Aimboy i 1698, te piienre laa. 
Donelas had advised Amboy. Edward Southwiek moved here 
from Dixon, but died about the time Ma. Trusdell eame here, Nor- 
man TT. Ryan came a little later. Both Trusdell and Ryan beeame 
lawyers of renown. 
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Incorporation as a town followed soon. In the winter of 
1854-5, the town was ineorporated. Allen KE. Wilcox became the 
first president of the board of trustees. H. B. Judkins beeaine the 
second clerk. 

On Dee. 23, 1856, a citizen’s meeting was held in Me- 
chanies hall to consider the question of @ity organization. J. b. 
Wyman, William E. Ives, Alonzo Kanven and Kdward Southwick, 
were appointed a committee to draft a charter, On the 30th at 
an adjourned meeting held at the Orient House, the charter was 
reported, adopted section by section and then as a whole. On 
Feb. 16, 1857, an act was approved and March 2 was sct 
for the election to adopt or ratify it. On the 8th following, Jolm 
B. Wyman was eleeted mayor, Orange D. Reed, marshal; S. 8. 
Stedman, kK. S. Reynolds, J. R. Stevens, F. B. Little, J. M. Davis 
and J. A. Jackson were elected aldermen. Two hundred and 
thirty-four votes were cast. Daniel T. Wood was made clerk; 
W. E. Ives, attorney; A. FE. Wilcox, assessor; W. B. Andruss, eol- 
leetor; Edward Little, treasurer and Arthur Pond, survevor. 

In 1854-5, the postoffices at Shelburn and Binghamton were 
discontinued and Amboy secured the same. Orange D. Reed was 
made first postmaster, 

The first birth in the new village was that of M[cdora Bell, 
daughter wf Sir. Amcl Mis. Charles Bell, Ane. 29, 1694. The 
first birth in the township was that of Simon, son of Mr. and ALys. 
John Dexter in 1836; the second was that of Wilham (. Doan, son 
of Jamex Doan, Oct. 16, 1837. The first marriage in the vil- 
lage of Ambov was that of Wilham C. Bartlett, and Caroline Bart- 
lett, Oct. 18, 1854. The first death in the village was that of 
Almiva Alelissa, infant danehter of Air. and Mis. W. B. Stuart. 
Jan. 5, 1855, 

Two tragedies ocenrred in Amboy. Owen O*Connor shot and 
killed Denms Allen, saloon keeper, Oct. 11, 1872. On April 
18, 1878, John MeGrath stabbed and killed Edward Egan. A 
negro killed anether negro in the passenger station by striking 
with his fist. 

Amboy has made several fights to seeure the county seat and 
always she has been vigilant to see that Dixon obtained no advan- 
tages. For that reason, until the erection of the present court- 
house, Dixon always had been eompelled to build and maintain 
the courthouse. Tn 1866, the first effort was made. With Dr. 
George Rvon in the Legislature it was conceded that her chances 
were better than au average. But the effort failed. When it he- 
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came known that the present new courthouse was probable for 
Lee county, Amboy made another desperate effort to secure the 
county seat; but this defeat was more decided than the first. The 
removal of the division offices and the shops from Amboy, had cut 
her population, while the territory naturally tributory to Dixon, 
as Well as Dixon herself had been enjoying a long period of pros- 
perity and increase in population. 

Amboy has been subjected to fearful tires. The first big fire 
on the morning of Dee. 10, 1863, originated under the brick 
city hall, three stories high. A 35,000 loss followed; insurance, 
$14,000, 

In 1864 a $45,000 fire followed ; insurance, $38,000. March 10, 
1865, another big fire followed. Other fires occurred April 2, 
1868; April 25, 1871, and Ang. 25, 1871, the last one entailing a 
loss of $175,000; insurance, $103,000. Tn this last fire John Shan- 
non was burned to death. He had been incarcerated in the city 
jail and was forgotten until too late. Other fires of smaller de- 
eree have followed siiee, but none of any magnitude. 

After the railroad debt had been saddled upon the conmunity, 
the struggles of Aanboy were hopeless, many times. No money 
could be secured for nnprovements. The railroad shops were take 
away. The division offices were removed; vet she strnggled for- 
ward bravely, and beginning with the administration of Maver 
John P. Harvey, splendidly paved streets made their appearance. 
Boulevard lamps followed. Now Amboy is pushing forward 
splendidly. [ de insist, however, that the splendid grasp which 
Mayor Harvey had of the situation and his wneconpromising efforts 
for order, beauty and business development, have been responsible 
very larecly for the new Aimboy of today. 

The Lewis families in Lee county are descendants of George 
Lewis, who, with his brother John, came from Hast Greenwich, 
County of Nent, England, about 1630, to Plymouth, Mass. 

George married Sarah Jenkins in England. She was sister 
of Idward Jenkins, one of the cartiest settlers of Seituate, and 
ancestor of most of that name in New Nneland. George Lewis 
was a clothier by oecupation and iu religious matters was a Sepa- 
ratist, or one of the Pilgrims, as distinguished from the Puritans 
of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Tie went from Plymouth te 
Scituate, and thence to Barnstable, being one of the early settlers 
of that town. 

Nathaniel Lewis, Ja. as he is known iu the family genealogy, 
was a direct descendant of George Lewis, and was born in Ver- 
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mont May 27, 1769, and, with his wife (lésther Tuttle), came to 
Susquehanna evunty, Pennsylvania, about the vear 1785. Six 
sons and six daughters were born to them in Susquehanna county, 
and their names, date of birth, date and place of death are as 
follows: 

Esther, born June 2, 1793; married Joshua Meine; died at 
Osceola, Wisconsin, Sept. 19, 1878. 

Levi, born Nov. 9, 1796; died Sept. 28, 1857, at Amboy, Lli- 
nols. 

Lurena, born Dee. 22, 1798; married Augustus Trowbridge; 
died Dee. 7, 1867, at Lee Center, Illinois. 

Nathaniel C., born May 3, 1803; died Nev. 27, 1864, at Genoa. 
DeKalb county, Hlinois. 

sae born Mav 1, 1805; married Sabin Trowbridge; died 
Dec. 8, 1861, at Lee Center, [Mlinois. 

Hae bern April 15, 1807; died May 5, 1882, at Amboy, 
Tilinois. 

Tinothy P., born Mareh 28, 1809: died Jan. 7, 1872, at Ambhor, 
Illinois. 

Elizabeth, born Nov. 13, 1811; married Hezekiah MeKune: 
died Feb. 7, 1899, at Lee Center, Minois. 

Ann, born Feb. 4. 1814; married Austin B. Trowbridge: died 
Feb. 11, 1880, at Lee Center, Mlinois. 

Hiel, born Dec. 31, 1816; died April 28, 1880, in Amboy town- 
ship, Lee county, THinois. 

Miles, born May 11, 1818; died Aug. 27. 1877, at Lee Center. 
Tinois. 

Olive, born Jime 17, 1823; married Alpheus G. Skinner; died 
Oct. 1, 1892, at China township, Lee county, [llinois. 

These twelve children of Nathaniel Lewis, Jrv.. were all horn 
in Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, and all, with their families. 
eae to Tlinois between the vears 1842 and 1845; and at one time, 
were all in Lee county, Tlinois. 


AMBOY OF TODAY 
By PeAE Janes 


The city of Amboy has had its vicissitudes and days of darkness 
and gloom; but, phoenix-like, it is arising from the ashes of the 
dead past and with confidenee and assurance is now looking 
straight into the future. , 

The removal of the Hlinois Central railroad shops and the 


heavy bonded indebtedness of the township. voted for the eoustrne- 
Vol. I-18 


282 Bis ORY -Orokik COUR TY 


tion of the Rock River raijroad—the two evhastly speetrves which 
for many vears hung ke a fimeral pall over our people—are now 
matters of ancient lnstory. 

The Thnois Central has in a measure returned to Amboy,—its 
monthly pay roll at the present time at this place amounting on 
the average to $15,900 with bright prospeets for an inerease in 
both pay voll and business and with a strong probability that this 
company will again make tlis place a regular terminal station. At 
the present time, the company makes Ainboy its freight terminal, 
and it is here well provided with side tracks and roundhouse. The 
business transacted by this company at this place is summarized by 
its gentlemanly agent, A. A. Carmichael, as follows: 

Eanploves at station, 16; at roundhouse, 25; on section, 15; and 
on trams and engines, 140; making a total of 196 and an average of 
over thirty thousand freight cars are handled through the Amboy 
yard cach month. 

The Rock River railroad bonds have long since been paid 
($100,000), and long vears of interest, aud from this time on the 
road coustructed, now a branch of the Chieago, Burlington and 
Quincy railroad, will be a good iivestment and a source of income 
to the entire town, at least m the payinent of taxes, which for the 
vear 1912 amounted fox the towuship to the sum of $2,692.46. 

Amboy is also the western terminal of the Northern [Uhnois 
Eleetrie Raihway Company which has its read under eonstruction 
from Ainhboy to Dekalb, and of which twelve miles. reaching 
through Lee Center and Bradford to near the Reynolds township 
line, are completed and im operation. These three railways give 
Aiboy execllent shipping facilities, but the one thing that has 
during the past few vears tended to build up Anitboy and its busi- 
ness interest has been the development of the agricultural 
resources 11 this vieinity. By a thorongh svstem of dramage by 
means of tile and open ditches, it has discovered that the farm lands 
in the viemity of Amboy may and have become very productive — 
and as a result our business men now look and depend on the 
farmer more than any other one elass of people. As these farms 
continue to improve dn valne and produetiveness it is but natural 
to beheve that Aimboyv will be benefited thereby. 


CITY GONERNATENT 


The eity of Amboy was originally incorporated under a special 
charter Feb. 16, 1857, which was amended Feb. 24, 1869, hut on 
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May 8, 1888, was reorganized under the city and village laws of 
the state. The more marked improvements during the past few 
years have been the installation of a city water system, with the 
water supphed of an excellent quahty from an artesian well over 
two thousand feet in depth, under Mayor George I. Young; the 
removal of the old Wooden awnings 1n the business section, the eon- 
struction of cement sidewalks and the instaliation of a general 
sewer system under Mavor J.P. Johnson; the paving of the streets 
in the business section, and the extension of Water niains, sewers 
and cement walks under Mayor John P. Harvey: and the imstal- 
Jation of the boulevard lighting svstem im the business seetion, 
and the nnproving and rebuilding of the electric hehting svstem of 
the entire city, nuder the present maror, Fred XN. Vanehan. The 
present officers of the city government are as follows: 

FN. Vaughan. mayor; Messrs, W. J. Keho, C. A. Fenstemaker, 
H.W. O*Toole, W. J. edwards, T. B. Fisher, James Briggs, frank 
Iprady, He batiow and A. J: bariow, aldermen.) WV. Kelleher 
city marshal; B.A, Plach, city clerk; Paul 1. Reilly, city treas- 
wren; Wuhan Le Leech, city attormer: Joh bean, +) 6. tity 
engineer; F.C. Vaughan, fire marshal: Dr. B.A. Snilivan, health 
officer; V. B. Andruss, water commissioner: H. H. Badger, J.C. 
MaeWinnon and W. J. Edwards, park commissioners. 


AESTH ETICS 


The civie pride of the citizens is shown by the well painted 
homes, the well kept lawns and the care and attention given street 
trees, shrubs and ornamental plants, by reason of which Amboy 
always presents a neat and tidy appearance. The city owns Crreen 
River Park, a tract of about forty acres ling adjacent to the city 
on the east and whieh is well shaded with native oak trees. This 
park is situated on the banks of Green river, is well cared for by 
the citv and is well patronized, not only by the people of the city, 
but also by many people from a distanee. , 

Adjacent to this park on the sonth and west are loeated the 
gronnids and improvements of the Lee County Fair Association 
with a halfanile track which is a joy to the horsemen. During the 
fair the association is granted the use of the park, and taken 
together they make an ideal place for the annual gathering of the 
people of the entire county. 
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HOSPITAL 


Amboy Hospital, owned by the Anibov Hospital Conrpany, 
Incorporated, is loeated at the comer of Plant and Division streets 
and is well equipped and has competent mirses for the treatment 
and eave of the siek and for surgical operations, and is beimg mueh 
appreciated and well patromzed by our citizens. While it is owned 
and controlled ws u private corporation, vet its doors are always 
open for any legitimate business and all reputable physicians and 
surgeons. 


SCHOOLS 


There ave three school biitdings i Ambay——a pebble dash two- 
room building located on East Main street, a two-story briek 
building on West Provost street, and a two-story pressed brick 
high school building Joeated near the center of the city. Grades 
1 to 4, melusive, ave taught im the two first mentioned build- 
Ings. and grades 5 to 12 inclusive, are taught mm the ieh sehool 
Imnlding. 

The lugh school has a regular four-vear course and imeludes 
household seienee, mannal trainme and agriculture. As to the 
character and standard of the work done in the high sehool it is 
snffiment to mention the fact that this sehool has been on the fully 
aceredited Hist of the University of THnois for many vears, and 
at the present the its graduates may obtain seventeen credits or 
two more than are required for admission to the nuiversity. 

The board of education consists of Frank P. Blocher, president ; 
P.M. daines, sever: ant dieses, Mitd No Vanrthan, Joa Bean, 
Jv. G. A. Deming, (. TT. Wooster and Charles A. Zeigler. The 
teaehers for 1915-14 are: Otis M. astmian, superintendent and 
principal of the high school: Misses Myrtle Kenney, Ruth F. 
Keefer and Launa B. Robinson in the ldigh sehool: and in the 
erades, Misses Edna Washburn, Josie FL Keho, Jennie Carroll, 
Micrearet Pinmnond, Catherine Clark, Leota Dee Brown and Lena 
lois Seranton. Mar, Eastinan and Miss Keefer are from the Uin- 
versity of Hlinois; Miss Robinson from Wesleyan University of 
Bloomington, Hlnois; and Miss Kenney a post graduate of Senth- 
ern Pinois Normal University; of the grade teachers, three are 
Normal School graduates, aid all have had nomnal school traimime. 
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CHURCHES 


To acconnnodate the various religious beliefs of her citizens 
Amboy is well supplied with church organizations, as follows: 

St. Patrick’s Cathohe Church, with a large brick editice located 
on Jones street, and with Rev. T. J. Cullen, priest, in charge; 
German Lutheran, located on Jones street; Baptist on Mason 
street, Rev. Karl A. Riney, pastor; Methodist lepiscopal with a 
stone edifice on Mason street, Rev. J. W. George, pastor; St. Luke's 
Episcopal, on Mason street; Congregational, located at corner of 
Main and Plant streets, with Rey. H. TE. Appellnan, pastor; and 
the Christian Science oceupy rooms in the Badger Block. 


NEWSPAPERS 


For many vears Amboy has had two newspapers, known as the 
Ainbov News and the Amboy Journal, but in October, 1913, the 
News-Journal Company was incorporated and took over and con- 
solidated both plants and will continue publishing the Amboy 
News. 

The names of the directors and officers of the News-Journal 
Company are as follows: 

G. L. Carpenter, president; Philip Clark, vice president; 
Andrew Asechenbrenner, H. H. Badger, George P. Miller; and 
Marv J. Burnham, secretary-treasurer. 


BANKS 


The First National Bank of Amboy, as shown by its statement 
of Oct. 21, 1913. had a capital of $100,000.00, a surplus and 
undivided profits amounting to $107,690.16, and total assets. of 
$1,155.724.17. The officers of the bank are, Fred N. Vaughan, 
president; Elijah L. King, vice president; H. H. Badger, cashier, 
and Lb. ib. Brink and W. 5. Vauelaipagsistiut casiners. lie (i- 
Peciore ive kN. Vonelin, 1. Ip, Rane, dn Price, 11, W. Elih- 
son, W. V. Jones, W. A. Green, P. M. James, Philip Clark and 
H. H. Badger. 

The Amboy State Bank, was estabhshed im December, 1912, 
WILL oF anpaital of $25,000,00; omOct. 22, 1913, it reported asscts to 
the amount of $84,624.14. The officers and directors of the bank 
ave: George P. Miller, president; F. W. Tarek, vice president; 
R. W. Ruekiman. cashier; and Messrs. F. C. Haley, Jarvis Leake, 
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George Malach, J. A. Jones, A. D. Fristue, R. W. Jamison and 
John Daehler. 
INDUSTRIALISM 


The crying need in Amboy is the establishment of industries 
that will furnish work for our young people so that they will not be 
conrpelled to go elsewhere to find employment. 

The John P. Harvey Bridge and Lron Works occupies com- 
modious quarters with high grade machinery, and is engaged in 
concrete and structural steel work. Slr. Harvey employs ten men, 
and lis pay rell for labor for 1913 amounts to $6,500.00 per vear 
and material $10,500.00. 

The Sanitary Creamery Conypany purchases milk and cream 
and sells milk, cream and butter. It has twelve employees in its 
service, and last year paid out $71,296.85 for milk and cream and 
$7,118.00 for labor. The officers of the company are P. M. James, 
president; H. H. Badger, vice president, and J. C. Mackinnon, 
secretary-treasiuver and general manager. 

The Kutorf Filter Company, Amboy, IL, was incorporated on 
April 17, 1913, with a capital stock of $15,000.00. The company is 
engaged in the manufacture of the Entorf water separating filter 
for gasoline, kerosene and similar oils. The officers are Charles A. 
Kntorf, president, and Carl P. Baird, secretary-treasurer. 


MASONIC 


Ilinois Central Lodge, No. 178, A. If. and A. M., with 112 mem- 
perks Was. Waehaw, WV. Ale GG. By ewig, S. i; J.C. Miae- 
Kinnon, J. Wo: V. B, Andyuss, seeretary: L. lL. Brink, treasurer; 
WolbeBoriannnn 8.1.7 Andrew alscrs. |. 2 WW, Palace. 2. 
Edward Movris, J. 8.; W. F. Entorf, organist; T. B. Fisher, ehap- 
ane Ve ees ev len, 

Awnboy Chazter 194, R. A. AL. with 104 members: W. J. 
Hdwardes, 6.7. Pi Join Cy Maciinnon, NK... Ws DB. Dever ss 
Jolin Reeves, secretary: WP, Lone. treasurer: J. Awe Ti; 
J. i. Jolmisay, P2aee A. A, Comuichiel), Rh. Age Ol. oer, 
AIG i. Coley, Me ee siento Tet WN ik. IE. 


Virgil, sentinel: V2 B. Andiiss, chaplain: B. B. Lyons, steward. 
AMRBOY ORDER EASTERN STAR WITH 157 MEMBERS 


Mie Pe Ott en e e l DS liiex ett, SV ole 
Mos. Mavy Davis, A. ML; Mes. Mande Brierton, seeretary: My. 
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John Reeves, treasurer; Mas. Clara Carmichael, couductress; Mrs. 
Vera Peoples, A. C.; Miss Mae Searls, Ada; Mis. Grace Brink, 
Ruth: irs. Helen Vaughan, Esther; Shs. Ella Walters, Martha; 
Miss Winvy Wood, Electa; Mrs. Fannie Doty, Warder: V. B. 
Andrnss, sentinel; Mrs. W. B. Dewey, marshal; Mas. Sarah Brier- 
ton, chaplain; Stella M. Wein, organist. 


willis AN es Dee Ne 


Ainbor Camp No. 158, W. AL of A. Meniberslip 120. KE. H. 
Barlow, counsels GoM. Pinel, icdvisor: WV, 2, Lone, banker: W. B. 
Vanghan, clerk; E. J. Condemnan, escort; Charles Nastler, watch- 
maw; Dr C. A. Acigler, pliyvsician: W. I. Graves, C. W. Wlaine and 
Ai. Tuttle, managers, and R. L. Bissell, sentry. 


Kk. OF G. 


Keenan Conneil No. 740, Knights of Columbus, was instituted 
June 21, 1913, with forty-five charter members, which has since 
increased to 147. The present officers are: 

Grand knight, Wilham iE. Clark: deputy grand knight, John P. 
Canavan; chaneelor, Charles W. Rabbitt; financial secretary, Joln 
F. Hammond: advoeate, D. M. Reillev: treasurer, Panl F. Reiley; 
chaplain, Kev. T. J. Cullen; lecturer, Rev. F. S. Porcella; inside 
cuard, John J. Edwards: outside guard, Laman T. Callahan; 
trustees, Phihp Clark, J. P. Harvey and F. W. Wtever. 


AAMEBOY COALALERCTAL CLUB 


Amboy Commercial Claib has eighty members and the officers 
and direetors are as follows: 

ty. TT. Berryinan, president: H. H. Badeer, vice jiresident: 
FE. Le Doty, treasurer: b, Gb. Brewer, sccretary; G. 1. Carpenter, 
Wb. Clark, D. L. Berry, divectors, 

This club was incorporated in 1911; has commodious rooms 11 
the Entorf building and is doing mueh for the commercial interests 
of the city. 

Te Oy -Ee 


Green River Lodge No, 999, T. O. 0. F. was instituted April 26, 
1911. at Amboy. It has seventy members at present time. 


te 
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Oificers are: TO. Clink, N. G,: Osear Wilhelm, Vo Go] a. A: 
Virgil, seeretary; J. F. Hook, treasurer; R. 8. Brown, warden; 
George I. Welch, conduetor; KS. Coates, chaplain; J. 8. Conkrite, 
inside guard; superintendents of N. G., J. A. Chureb and L. A. 
Emery ; superintendents to V. G., E. H. Barlow and E. F. Barnes; 
W. L. Eddy, P. G.; R. L. Bissell, representative; J. A. Chureh, 
Dept. 
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CHAPTER NLX 
ASHTON TOWNSHIP 


And here is another resouree of old Inlet! Until 1861 it was 
included in Bradford township. In 1861, it was set off by itself. 
It contains but one-half a government township. 

Ashton was not settled early for the reason that, knowing the 
land was exceedingly rich and fertile, speculators later bought up 
nearly the whole township. Not a single settler is known to have 
settled here in the thirties and even not until the late forties when 
in 1848, Erastus Anderson settled here. A few weeks later his 
brother Timothy followed. In December their father followed. 

In 1849 aman named Hubbard settled in the western part of the 
township, and in 1852 Daniel Suter located in the town and so did 
H. Sanders. 

Another reason for the absence of settlers was the lack of 
timber. Old settlers demanded fuel. They feared the prairies 
over which the winds whistled. Then too, there was no great road 
ov trail through that section and naturally settlers would not seek 
the country so long as claims nearer the trail were to be had. 

The entranee of the Galena and Chicago Umion railroad in 
1854, gave this region its first impetus. 

The first church erected in Ashton was the Methodist, in 1865. 
It was a temporary building to hold dewn the donation of a lot 
until a better could he built. The second chureh was a Free Metho- 
dist Church built in 1864 and it is claimed for itself to be the first 
of that denomination to be huult in the state. Among the first 
members were Jonathan Dake, Sidney and Melville Beach, Svlves- 
ter Forbes, Charles Butolpk, Isaac Martin, Samuel Walker, James 
Reed, William Martin: Rev. J. G. Terrol was the first pastor, 

The third chureh was built in 1866 by the Cathohe people with 
a membership of fiftv. The Christian Chureh was built in 1868. 
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Among its first members were F. Nettleton, J. P. Taylor and Peter 
Plantz. At first the meetings were held ina schoolhouse. 

The German Baptist church was built just ontside of the village 
to the south in 1866, 

In 1877 the Presbyterians ereeted their chureh. Their first 
minister was Rev. S. Vale. Among the carhest members were 
Samnel F. Millx, Nathan A. Petrie and Messrs. Pollock, Griffith, 
Huston and Brewer. 

Ashton is a wonderful little city. Beghming with 1863 it has 
been visited several times with very destructive tires. The grain 
elevator, loss $2,000 and the flouring mills, loss $60,000, were 
burned. In 1871, the railroad property, whieh consisted of two 
tanks, the depot and a coal house with 1,200 tons of coal were eon- 
sumed. A tumbervard and four dwelling houses went too. The 
coal house was the origin. Loss 875,000. In 1874 the hav press and 
an elevator were burned ; loss $30,000. 

Several tragedies have been enacted in Ashton, of the most 
atrocious character. A preacher named Sanmel P. McGhee, a 
married man, in 1877 became infatuated with another woman. By 
the use of stryelanne, adimimstered in small quantities he put his 
wife out of the way. When first taken ill, the doctor was called. He 
attended her constantly, but the trouble was not discovered until 
later. The last dose was adnimstered by the husband just before 
he left for chureh to preach and hold his usual Sunday services. 
He was arrested at onee and placed in jail. At first he tried to 
fasten the blane on is fourteen-vear-old danghter, and he sne- 
eceded in having her sign an acknowledgment to that effect. But 
the jury did not beheve hin. He was seen to throw the package 
contannnge the last dose onan awning. It was recovered and used 
in evidence, 

Th this trial whieh lasted about a week before Indge [Teaton 
and a jury, Jndge John V. Eustace defended the prisoner, As 
already stated it was one of the noted trials in the state, and Judge 
Kustace presented a masterful defence. Tf he had not, the verdict 
of emilty and fourteen vears, would have been for life or hanging. 

MeGhee was a sleek fellow; lis long silkv beard alinost blaek, 
was regarded with the sane affection that the peacock has for his 
Dbriliant tail During all the long trial, he stroked it eontinually. 
The other tragedy was enacted but recently Aug. 18, 1912. Tt was 
a frightful one. 

Warren Sanders had married Westanna Griffith, a voung eit, 
almost vonng enongh to he classed a ehild. She was handsonie. 
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In time a child was born, litthe Naomi. Later the couple parted. 
Sanders lacked the knack of getting along in the world. At first 
the father-in-law permitted him to ocenpy the old home farm. 

He did not succeed there and experimented with other pursuits 
in town. At last Mas. Sanders, left him and with the child, went 
to live with her parents. Reconcilements were effected, but for ne 
lasting time. About a vear before the tragedy ocveurred, Mrs. 
Sanders went to Chicago to seek employment. Sanders followed 
and tor a short while they lived together. Another separation 
followed. ALvs. Sanders procured a diverce. Later the decree was 
reopened and there the matter stood, when learning from the 
daughter at Ashton, that lis wife was to return to Ashton that 
night for a visit, Sanders waited till the train arrived that mght, 
about 1 o'clock, and when his wife alighted, he deliberately shot 
her two times and she dropped dead on the station platform. Then 
turning to his mother-ui-law, Mrs. Melva Griffith, who had brought 
the little daughter, Naonn, down to the train, he shot the mother- 
in-law twice, and then surrendered himself. He pleaded guilty to 
the indictment for murder and Judge Farrand senteneed him to 
life mmprisonment. Ma, Harry Edwards made a remarkably able 
prosecution, and Mi. John E. Erwin made a brilliant defense. 
Ashton is one of the richest communities in this part of the state. 
Way }ack in the sixties, Mills & Petrie sold $109,000 worth of 
general merchandise i one vear im Ashton and today in the httle 
village the Ashton bank presents a statement of three-quarters of a 
million dollavs, almost. Two of the very oldest, almost the very 
first business men of Ashton live there today. They are Samuel F. 
Mills and Nathan A. Petrie. 

In 1854 Ma. Mills came here and engaged in the grain and jiamn- 
ber trade. In 1858 Mr. Petrie, his cousin, Joined him and ever 
since the lives of those two gentlemen have been wrapped up as 
one. For veays it was their custom to dress alike; to wear mous- 
taches alike. Thev were married on the same evening, and for 
most of their married lives, they lived together. Now Mar. Mills is 
eightv-three vears old and the devotion of AL. Petrie, twelve years 
his junior, is even more beautiful than Jonathan’s devotion to 
David. 

About two vears ago Mas. Mills died. Mr. Malls and she had 
remirned to the ald famille lonie mpcPurrish, Sew Vurk. where, 
retired, the comforts of the old home and the glamour of childhood 
seenes might be cujoyed. On the death of Mars. Mills, the hushand 
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returned to Ashton, where, though somewhat infirm, he enjovs 
the atmosphere of his early successes. 

In 1861, these gentlemen gave up the grain business for general 
merehandizing. Iu this they made fortunes. In 1867 they entered 
the banking business. A few vears ago they incorporated as The 
Ashton Bank. 

Sidney Beaeh came out to Ogle county in 1838, later he moved 
across the line to Ashton; James King came to Bradford in 1854, 
later he moved into Ashton; Peter Plantz moved from Ogle eounty 
into Ashton in 1856; Melvile Beach, 1852; Riley Paddock settled 
in Ogle county in 1837, later he moved to Ashton; Erastus Ander- 
son settled in Ogle connty in 1846; in 1848 he moved to Ashton 
township; Henry Saunders, Jr, came here from Ogle county. 
Thus it will be seen that most of the first settlers moved from Ogle 
county, Immediately north, and Bradford, immediately south. 

What Kalamazoo is to the celery market, Ashton promises to 
he to the asparagus market. 

About twelve vears ago, Ma. Benton Drunmond planted seven 
acres to asparagus. The next vear he planted five acres, making 
a total of twelve acres, 

In three vears thne after planting, the grass began to vield a 
crop for market. By careful tillage and very heavy enrehments 
each year, the field now vields ammually three thousand cases of 
choice grass. During the season Mb. Dirmimmond hires seven peo- 
ple to ent and pack this grass. At first he shipped to CMeago, but 
the qaality of his product spread so rapidly that very soon he was 
deluged with offers in other places, and latterly. all ot his ship- 
ments have been made to Milwaukee. : 

Mr. Drtunumond’s grass is labeled “The Drunnnond Grass,” 
and is known and prized in every asparagus market. 

In every crate there are twenty-four boxes. Every afternoon 
the grass is shipped on the four o*clock cast bound train and arrives 
that evening ino Milwankee. 

Since Mar. Dimnmond’s snecess has become so pronounced, 
eight others have planted fields, so that now, Ashton ftanishes 
about nine-tenths of the asparagus which goes into the Chicago 
market. 

ASHTON OF TODAY 


Sitting snugly in the midst of land, a piece of wich seld 
recently for $300 per acre, Ashton should not be blamed if she were 


HISTORY OF EEE COUNTY 293 


vain. But she’s not. A more hospitable people cannot be found 
in the county than in Ashton. 

The people are a chureh going, industrious and well to do peo- 
ple. There are ne saloons here and there have been none for a 
long tine. There ave about one thousand people here at present 
lam told. Ashton is the home of several fraternal orders. Ash- 
ton Lodge, 977, t. O. O. FL, is a very prosperous body. Krank 
Hart is noble grand: Arthur Dugdale is vice grand; EK... Yenerick 
is secretary and Faust Boyd is treasurer. Rebekah Lodge, 497, 
has a large membership. Its offieers are as follows: Mas. Lura 
Dnedale, noble grand; Mis. Mary Gilbert, vice grand; Mas, Mvrtle 
AcNer, past grand; Movs. [da Bassler, seeretarv; Mars. Olga Howey, 
treasurer: Miss Clara Bode, warden; Miss Lena Bode, conductor ; 
Mos. Alice Haim, chaplain: Mis, Dora -Pitinan. RS. N. G.+ lies 
Ratio tairomai, 1. 5. Ne. ils. Ora Bevel, RS. V. Ge Miss 
Gertie Fell lL. m. Ve. 4.2 iliss Liev Tart, mside enardl: AUT, 
John Vaupel, outside guard, 

Following is the roster of the officers of the R.N. A., Myrtle 
Dade Camp 6061: Mis. Earl Tlowey, oracle; Mis. George Van 
Ness, vice oracle: Mys. George Putman, past oracle; Mis. Adam 
Eisenberg, chancelor; Miss Minnie Aschenbrenner, recorder; Miss 
Ida Eisenberg, receiver; George Putman, manager; Mrs. Rolaiud 
isenberg, marshall: Mrs. John Weishaar, inside sentmel: Mrs. 
Conrad Smith, outside sentinel. 

The Masonic body is very strong. Following are the officers of 
Ashton Lodge, 531, A. F. & A. ML: John Drummond, worshipful 
master: Carl Sehade, senior warden; Ralph S. Charters, junior 
warden: (coree R. Charters, treasirer; Rav W. Jeter, secretary: 
Charles Hunter, senior deacon; Jacolh B. Farver, junior deacon: 
Fred C, Mall, senior steward; Paul W. Charters, Junior steward : 
Laban 'T. Moore, marshall; Fred A. Richardson, chaplain; John 
D. Charters, organist; Charles Taek, tyler. 

O. E.S.: Alys. Lewis Sindlinger, W. M.; M. N. Glenn, W. P.; 
Mrs. Ed Chadwick, Associate Mo: Mrs. Doll Oimer secretary : 
Mis. Joseph Wetzel, treasnmer. 

M. W. A. Canip No. 48: George Prtinan is V. CL: Rot. Dean. 
clerk: Jo Mall, banker. 

Mystic Workers: W. I’. Klingebiel, prefeet; Miss Lena M. 
Howard, seeretary ; John Oesterheld, banker. 

‘ Phe Ashton churches are all handsome strictures. Of the 
Methodist Episeopal church, Rey. A. FE. Ulrich is pastor. The 
Sunday school of this ehureh is a marvel. Ralph J. Dean is the 
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very able superintendent. The Men’s class of Ale A.W. Rosecrans 
has a membership of 85 men and the average attendance is 50. In 
the school there are 201 members. 

Of the Presbyterian elurch, Rev. JleWherter is the pastor. 
He presides over the Franklin Grove chureh, too, 1 understand. 
Rey. Mack is the pastor of the Lutheran church. All of 
these buildings are frame. The United Evangelical, German, is 
a brick structure and Rey. George Walter is the pastor. Of the 
Catholic elaveh, the pastor at Rochelle ministers to its members. 
Thus it will be seen why Ashton enjoys soamueh comfort and why 
so Many good things abound there. The sehools too are of the 
highest order. 

The new school building which cost 835,000 is the best equipped 
school building in the county bv all odds. Tt is positively fire 
proof. ]t was occupied Dee. 8, last. The present enrollment is 
185.) There are eight grades and a four-vear lugh school course. 
Diplomas from this school ave recogiuzed by the colleges and wii- 
versities whieh of itself speaks volumes for the igh character 
of the Ashton schools. There are three teachers in the agh sehool 
courses, Prof. J. Nofsinger, superintendent; Mass Eva Neleh, 
principal and Miss Alice Eddy, assistant principal. bn the four 
lower rooms where eight grades are tanght, the teachers are John 
Absher, Miss Minnie Schade, Mrs. Pearl Billmive and Miss Lena 
Bode. 

The members of the school board are S. TL Zeller, president: 
Dy. H. A. Bremimer, clerk, and 16. C. Shippee. 

Wile dwelling on the schools | may as well give the following 
historieal sketch written in 1909: 

‘More than a half a century has passed since the edneational 
interests of the village of Asbton began. The early mhabitants of 
the village were largely of Trish descent. To the north it was 
entirely American while to the south there were some English 
people and a small settlement of French. The thrifty Genuan 
poplation is of more recent vears, No very learned or enltured 
classes seem to have gilded the fair name of Ashton in an early 
day. Most emphatically the people of today are descendants of 
the common people, the tillers of the soil, of whieh we have ne 
TOOUCT Si GX Tees, 

“As carly as 1899 a school election was held in the village of 
Ovle and elected James Breenmer, Daniel Suter and George Glenn 
as directors. The records have it that the first school in the place 
where Ashton now stands was taught by J. A. Andrus who acted 
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in this capacity for several terms. The first assistant was David 
A. Glenn. Among the early assistants were Maria Bradstreet, Miss 
Kate Buck, who taught for the stated stan of $10 per month, and 
Miss Margaret Cartwright who was engaged for $12.50 per month 
and turnish her own board. Miles Tennyek and George Brewer 
were also among the early teachers of the school Phe above 
teachers taught in an old stone schoolhouse with a frame wing 
located on the south side of the present school lot. 

‘Tn 1860 the board of trustees were C.J. Wilson, J.B. Wile 
Hams and TD. G. Shottenkirk. 

“The first school treasurer was Aaron Weeks. 

“Owing to the needs and increasing demand for better school 
advantages there was considerable discussion as to the possibility 
of a new school building. The agitation grew and found hearty 
cooperation among the more progressive people of the village. 
These affairs took definite shape when an eleetion was held which 
resulted in the decision fora new building. There was considerable 
contention over a location for the new building. Two sites were 
under consideration by the people. One side favered the site 
where the present school building is and the other the miore ele- 
vated location where the Catholic ehureh now stands. After a 
considerable exeitement over the contending locations the old one 
was chosen and was made larger by the district purchasing the 
lot to the north which made the present school grounds. The 
trustees at the time of the new building were Henry Glenn, Tenry 
Bly and Aaron Weeks. W. A. Emerson was clerk when the school 
site was chosen. 

The material for the hnilding was obtained in the quarry on 
the nerth edge of the village. James Quick superintended the 
work and a Chicago arehiteet designed the stvle of the building. 
Among those that worked upon the building were Isaae Earl, 
Wilburn Earl, and J. 8S. Thompson: the latter making the pattem 
work for the stone. There is no aceurate record as to the aetnal 
cost of the building, bnt upon inquiry we find that a hond of $19,000 
was given by the distriet and other additional expenses broneht 
the cost np te $23,000. The building was completed in the fall of 
1869 and school was begun in the new building the first Monday 
after New Years, 1870, with H. M. Halleck as principal. 

“No town in this part of the state conld boast of better school 
advantages at this time than Ashton. The building was a monn- 
ment to the district and was considered superior to any in this 
section of the country. Foreign scholars from a radius of many 
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miles were enrolled as members of the Ashton High School, there 
being so many that it was necessary to utilize a portion of the 
upper hall for a part of the scholars. During the history of 
the school which covers a period of torty years there have been 
seventeen principals. The first high school assistant was Miss Olive 
Rogers. Among the most successful of the early principals were 
M. KE. Phillips, A. W. Rosecrans and H. V. Baldwin. There are 
other good teachers that preceded and followed these and did 
their share towards raising the sehool to a higher standard, but 
there can he no valid objection in giving these men the honor of 
such successful effort. 

“Many able scholars and professional men have had their pre- 
paratory work in tlis school. Phe first elass that graduated from 
the school was under M. E. Phillips in 1874. The elass eonsisted 
ot Lyman Booth, Mrs. Westana Glenn Rosecrans and Mrs. Mag- 
wie Brown Byers. Since that time many goed classes have been 
graduated from the school whose members are proud that the Ash- 
ton High Sehool is their alma mater. The Ashton High Sehool 
Alumni Association is a flourishing organization and its influence 
will he a foree for eood for the seliool, 

“The influence of the former students and the general inter- 
est of the patrons of the school and the people of the village is 
the best evidence of the spirit and suecess of the sehool, 

“Perhaps some of the older inhabitants of the village, as well 
as the vounger generation, will be interested in the above sketeh. 
To the eritical reader some errors may be detected in data and 
names, but often sehool records are poorly kept and errors. in 
dates are very frequent and sometimes annovingly so, and for 
this reason mueh of the information has been abtained from 
inquiry. Mere facts have only been stated and some one after me 
has the field for enbellishment.”’ 

Possibly another reason why Ashton enjoys so mneh praise 
as not only a live village but one so mighty elean, is beeause its 
municipal affairs are conserved so cereditably by its officers: J. 
B. Farver, president; Ralph J. Dean, clerk; Harrv Pierce, E. 
J. Yenerick, Clifford Kaapp, Charles Tuek, Adam Strabe and 
J. OW. Griese, trustees. Ashton township and its surreunding 
territory are regarded as a German community very largely and 
that of itself assures Ashton of wealth and sturdiness of ehar- 
acter, 

Charles Heibenthal is supervisor; Fred Beaeh is collector: 8. 
T. Zeller, Sv. is assessor and the highway commissioners are C, 
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W. Bowers, Henry Reitz and Karl Howey. George Stephan is 
town clerk. 

Naturally in listing the business houses of a place, the banks 
come into view first. The Ashton Bank is a very prosperous con- 
cern. Its historv has been noticed already. Its published report 
Jan. 20th. last, shows loans, £420,000; bonds, #62,000; cash 
means, *79.000. Its capital stock is $50,000 and its surplus is 
#25,000. Its deposits are $482,253.10. 

The Farmers Bank was organized April 10, 1905, Its presi- 
dent is W. C. Yeneriek; vice president, Lewis Sindlinger; cashier, 
E. J. Yenerick and the directors are W. C. Yeneriek, Lewis Sind- 
linger, John M. Killmer, William Krug and Will Sandrock. The 
beautiful new Irulding fer this bank will be ready for oeeupaney in 
avery short while. Thus equipped the Ashton banks will have the 
finest homes to be found in any small town in the state. By state- 
ment dated January 19th, this bank is shown to have a eapital 
stock of $25,000 and undivided profits of $3,234.42. Its deposits 
ave $104,414.21. Its eash means are approximately $20,000. 

At the present time, Ashton markets 450,000 bushels of grain 
everv vear. Before the elevators were built down at Middlebury 
on the electric road whieh mms frem Lee Center, Ashton shipped 
650.000 bushels, and inasmneh as the Middlebury houses are run 
by Ashton people, it might be elassed as Ashton grain to this very 
flige 

The two grain elevators of Ashton are run by O. C. Baker and 
kK, AW, Jere. 

A little further up the track, Nathan Sanders has his sheep 
vards. Annually, Mir. Sanders feeds thonsands of sheep which 
are taken off here in transit and he feeds them until they are fully 
rested from their nsually long journey from the West. Some- 
times he buys and feeds his own sheep: but he prefers feeding for 
others. This business amounts to a large profit annually. 

The physicians are Drs. William Petersmyver, C. ML. Cheadle. 
H. A. Bremmer, E. M. Sheldon and James Brown. Dr. S. ¢. 
Gould is a D. D. S., and so is GC. R. Root. H. L. Winder is the 
verermarnian. 

There ave ne lawyers in Ashton; just why is inexplieable 
because in the probate eonrt at least, there is a vast amount of 
legal business for this community to be transacted. 

The business houses of the Ashton of today are: A. W. Rose- 
erans. general store: C. W. Jonker, jeweler: Flarry Pieree, har- 
her: G. R. Charters & Son, dines: Randle & Lake. shoes; M,N. 
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Glenn, hardware; The Passtime theater, picture show, by Philip 
reich; Conrad Kliebe, butcher; The H. D. Mosher candy store; 
Mrs. William Fee, gift shop; Jordan & Paddock, blacksmith shop ; 
Carl Wedler, jeweler; J. B. Farver, blacksmith; Philip Kreich, 
ca room; William Meister, livery; F. H. Boyd, garage; W. J. 
Sams, blacksmith; J. C. Griffith, lumber and coal; McCade & 
iy eishaar, implements; Charles Bode, harness and shocmaking; 
Oscar Schade, pool room; Louis Sindlinger, tinner; I. P. Hisen- 
berg, 10 cent novelty store: George Stephan, furniture and under- 
taking; F’. J. Smith, drugs; Adam Faber, lunch roon and cigars; 
Ki. S. Rosecrans, clothing; W. B. McCrea, srocer; postoffice, Har- 
low EK. Chadwick, poses Clifford Knapp, plumbe r and auto 
dealer; Joseph A. Roesler, grocer; William Leslie, implements and 
coal; Griffith & Moore, automobiles; L. T. Moore, harness and bug- 
eles: Ventler aud Klingebiel, implements and automobiles: C. 5 
Kron, hotel and restaurant; G. A. Hamel, general merchandise ; 
George Van Ness, barber; George Geyer, harness; Henry Nel- 
son: Willian Sehade, cigars, paints and oils and C. W. Jonker, 
jeweler, a very strong array of very strong business men. The 
Hlinois Northern Utilities Company supplies Ashton with clee- 
tricity and power. Ashton has the only municipal gas plant in 
the counts, “Phe streets are well liehted with s00-¢ andle power 
eleetric lights, one on each corner. Cement walks have beeu laid 
before every building in Ashton and every vaeant lot as well. 

In Ashton township there ave tive quarries from whieh the 
very best of sandstone is taken. Onee these quarries did a thriv- 
ing business. but cement now forms so strong a competitor that 
but little is quarried, 

Ashton township and village lead all other communities, except 
Dixon, and perhaps, Lee Ceuter, with maeadam roads. This town 
has spent large smms of money for roads. Only a short while ago 
£20,000 was expended in making hard roads. Every main road 
in the township has been macadamized, Ashton is blessed with 
one of the best local newspapers in the State of Tilineis. Aly. 
Ralph J. Dean, the proprietor, makes every train; he is constantly 
on the alert for locals with the vesult that every week be gives his 
readers-about eight eolumus of locals besides a front page full of 
good matter pertaining to his loealitv. Tn eomection with his 
print shop which turns out the verv best ef job work, Ma. Dean 
owns the only uok store af Ashton, Me is 4 very active wite: 4 
money maker and saver and [put him down as the most eom- 
fortable newspaper inan im the eounty. 
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BRADFORD TOWNSHIP 


Bradford! Another subdivision of Inlet! In Bradford the 
best and sturdiest of Lee county’s popwation was started—the 
Norwegians, now so populous and prosperous; the Germans too 
started in Bradford. 

John Hotzell came here about 1842, and he and Ommen Lhilhson 
kept bachelors’ hall (separately) a long wlile before marrying. 
Christian Reinhart’s daughter, Catherine, married Onimen 
Hillison and later John Aschenbremer. The mother of Henry W. 
Halhson and Remhart Aschenbrenner and Andrew Aschenbren- 
ner came in 1545. Reinhart Gross came in 1847, 

The history of the Germans is identical with that of the Nor- 
wegians. Iiends back home desiving to come to America, came 
direetly to the home of their old fricnd Hotzell. The latter was 
hospitable and he eared for them all as one by one and more came 
over, A day or two was all that was needed; then they sought work 
and later lands, always under the guidance of Neighbor Hotzell 
Whose counsel was always good. Thus early, Bradford took on its 
reputation for solidity which ever since has characterized the 
place. When one speaks of Bradford, he is known to indieate the 
township where lands always are rising in value until perhaps 
Bradford is the highest priced land in the county. 

At the last session of the hoard of supervisors, Bradford was: 
honored in the selection of one of its strongest citizens, John J. 
Waener, fox the office of chairman. 

Bradford was settled very early and Inlet was the poimt from 
which the settlers scattered into what now is Bradford. 

For along time Bradford contained its present six-mile square 
area and the present township of Ashton as well, and so it remained 
until 1861, when Ashton was set off as a township by itself. Brad- 
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ford obtained its name from Bradford, Pennsylvania, whence 
many of its population cane, 

In 1850 the town was organized at the home of Ralph B. Evitts. 
At the town meeting Elisha Pratt was made chairman, Thomas 8. 
ITulbert, secretary and Charles Starks, moderator; George E. 
Haskell, justice of the peace, swore them in, 

At this meeting Charles Starks was elected supervisor; Lra 
3rewer, town elerk; 1. W. Starks, assessor; Samnel S. Starks, 
collector; Ralph B. Evitts, overseer of the poor; Shennan Shaw, 
Stephen Clink and George Yale, highway commissioners; Samuel 
S. Starks and Daniel Barber, constables; Hhsha Pratt and Lafay- 
ette Yale, justices; Jesse Woodruff was put in charge of the town's 
litigation. 

Meetings were held in private houses till 1856, when the sehool- 
house in Ogle Station, now Ashton, was used. 

As in Lulet, Sherman Shaw was of the very fir st to build im 
Bradford, and Mr. Whitman in 1838. Jn 1840 Mr. Shaw built a 
frame house ou the northeast 31. Egbert Shaw has the distinction 
of being the first white child born in Bradford. Ounnen Hillison 
built a honse about 1840. In 1838 Charles Starks cane to Inlet 
and in 1839 laid his claim on east 2 northwest 32 and the west 14 
northeast 32. The Whipple brothers came in about the same time. 
Starks began work imuediately on his claim and in 1842 moved 
on it. 

ee pet Milo Yale claimed the northwest 6. [i 1842 their 
fat lieg, " Yale, settled on section 1; Jesse Woodnuf settled on 
oan: : f vitts on 29 and C. Bowen settled on 29. Stephen Clink 
built a stone house. 

In 1842 Elias Hulbert claimed south 1. southeast 19, and very 
soon thereafter moved upon it. Toln Owen moved in at about this 
tine. 

At the very earhest period Lewis Clapp of Lee Center, firm in 
his regard for Bradford, took aw interest in pushing the welfare 
of settlers and he firmished money for fully two-thirds of the early 
settlers to enter their land from the Govermnent. Others moved 
in rapidly; Willian: Ross, Reinhart Gross, Conrad Remubart 
(already named), Conrad ETotzell. 

Iva Brewer reached Lee Center township in June, 1845. Phat 
sane vear he bought west bs northwest 32 and east }5 northeast 31, 
Bradford. Dn 1845 he built a house, 19x24. THe became a very 
Invee Jand owner in this and Lee Center townships. Ile was one 
of the fiercest enemies of the banditti which infested Tilet and 
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his son, George W., owns the very compact which was signed by 
the regnlators of those days. 

Among the old settlers not already named were: Bebe Si 
Frost, 1838; Lorin T. Wellman, 1848; David Wellman, 1 eli 
low A. Williamson, 1850; Philip Runyan, 1850; Peter eel 
1852; Luther Baldwin, 1852; Kdwin Pomeroy, 1844; Frank and 
Nelson DeWolf, 1837; Berghardt Albrecht, 1855; Edward W. 
Pomeroy, 1845; (. Bowen, L. Shinnway, Samuel Cobel, William, 
Warren and Stephen Clink, 1841 to 1843; Ralph B. Evitts, 1842; 
Sherman Shaw, 1839; has Hulbert and kbenezer Whipple, 1842. 

The Germans which have predominated in this township ever 
since they began settling here, predominate today, and the deseend- 
ants of those pioneers are today rich, ahnost to the last man. It 
may be said of them too, that the fortunes of the first settlers have 
beer preserved down to the third and fourth generation. 

The homes of Bradford are down-to-date, steam-heated. clee- 
trie hehted, and automobiles may be tonnd in nearly every family 
in Bradford. The people are enterprising to an unusual degree 
and in no greater manner can this enterprise have been exhibited 
than by the exertions of Reinhart and Andrew Aschenbrenner, 
sons of Catherine Aschenbrenner who have put over forty thousand 
dollars into the construction of the Northern Whinois Eleetrie rail- 
road. Only the other day when it weut into the hands of a receiver, 
Andrew Aschenbrenner was made that receiver by the court. This 
road taps a fertile country and it is the only road in the world which 
affords the farmer along its line the opportunity to load eraim and 
stock at his door. 

Bradford was a pioncer in the formation of a mutual imsur- 
ance company for members of a particular community and this 
company, *‘The Farmers’ Mutual Fire Insuranee Company,’ 
always has been a model. The ineorporators were Tra Brewer, 
Ralph B. Evitts, Thomas 8S. Holbert. Charles D. Hart, Valentine 
Hicks, C. Fr. Starks and George Hulbert. It was incorporated 
Mareh 30, 1869. At its first necting of directors, held in Novein- 
ber, 1869, fifty-four applications were reecived and fifty-one were 
approved and signed. 

For many vears [ra Brewer was president of this company, 
Semuel bDysart, secretary: C. 1). Hart. treasnrer; William VY. 
Jones, general agent. A million and a quarter dollars of risks 
have been written, and the losses have been remarkably few. 

In the southeastern part of the tewnship the Jand is low; it 
was the edge of Inlet swamp. But it has been drained perfectly. 
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so that it new is valued as high as any other lands in the township. 

The people of Bradford always have been of a religious turn, 
especially the Germans. 

As early as 1850, meetings of the Evangelical church of Brad- 
ford were held at the house of John Tfotzell, who built just over 
the Ime in China township. [Lotzell fitted up a reom fer the pur- 
pose and very soon a successful Sunday school was started. These 
were the first German meetings of Lee county. The preachers 
came from Perkins Grove in Bureau county. A man nanied 
McLean was the first; William Wolp was the next. Among the 
origimal members of the congregiution were: Reinhart Gross, John 
Aschenbrenner, John Hotzell, the Conrad Reinhart family and the 
Conrad Hotzell family. 

In 1859 a chureh was built on section 17 at a cost of $1,300. Lo 
1874 an addition was made and a steeple erected at an additional 
cost of $2,700, making a total of £4,000. The membership today 
is very strong im both ehnreh and Sunday school Cntil recently 
the services were held ithe German language. 

It may be interesting to know that Edwin Pomeroy introduced 
the reaper into this commu«iuity and when he used if in the wheat 
Helds, farmers from far and near came to see it operate. 

In writing a history of thimes and conditions avotmd Inlet, 
one cannot get away from the good works of Ira Brewer and good 
old Unele (George) Russel Linn. There never was a crisis these 
sturdy pioneers feared to meet. Lighter affairs were managed 
with the same detennination to succeed. 

Mi. Brewer understood music. Smeme selools were the com- 
mon source of entertamment im every locahty. One day Doetor 
Welch handed to Ma. Brewer a subseription paper with the request 
that the latter head it and then civenlate it. Ma. Brewer did and 
very presently Mr. Brewer found himself teaching in six sehool- 
honses. he tunme fork used, he fashioned on the anvil of a 
blacksmith shop. 

Tn 1848, when $40 had been raised by Daniel Frost and Russel 
Linn, with whith to hive w teacher, it was tentlereti te Mv, Brewer 
for a winter’s work and he avceepted it. He also tanght night 
school. 

On one occasion when members of the ‘Grove Association,’ 
had been called together to settle a claim jumping ease, Mr. 
Brewer responded, The ease was over on Temperanee hill, where 
aman deliberately jumped a settler’s homestead and when the 
association decided he must leave ‘fat once,” he refused. 
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Unele Russel Linn rose and said, **Gentlemen, we have come 
here to make homes for ourselves and our families. The Govern- 
ment has held out indueements for us to come, and we have made 
our hdmes, and we intend to defend them if we die on the defence. 
Then, we hope we have boys that will arise and avenge our death.” 

The elaim jumper saw Unele Russel and his seven boys and he 
declared that if he had to kall Unele Russel and his seven boys 
before he could obtain possession of the land he would give it up 
and he did. 


MAIN STREET, FRANKLIN GROVE 


STREET SCENT, FRANKLIN Gio 


CHAP eas 
CHINA TOWNSHIP 
By Miss Adella Helnershausen 


Compiled by Adella Helmershansen Gnember of the New 
England Historie Genealogical Society, Boston, Mass.), from the 
actual reports of the early pioneers, and written records furnished 
by members of each family. 


O lovely Lee, at Franklin Grove, 
The svlvan woodlands by ; 
The wild deer there no longer rove, 
The bireh canoe no more in cove, 
The crecks and waters meh; 
There wood doves eall in twihght gloan, 
There white gulls soar to heaven's dome. 


The tract of the Black Hawk country ineluded in China town- 
ship, is nnexcelled in healthfulness of ehmate, fertihty of soi] 
and picturesqueness of scenery. From Timothy's bridge to Frank- 
lin Creck, Black Bass, Hausen Pond, passed Tron Spring, Lover's 
Leap, Whipple Cave, on to Steamboat Rock, the lover of Nature is 
entranced as one beautiful view changes into another. And when 
to this is added the fields of grain, pastures of cattle, and eommo- 
dious farm-dwellings a traveler cannot refrain from exelaning, 
“These gardens! Boindless and beautiful, the prairies!" 

But the crowning glory of China township is the high social, 
intellectual and moral standard of her pioneers. These first fam- 
ihes were descendants of the nation’s forefathers, and many of 
them representatives of the nohlesse of Europe. The pioneers had 
executive ability, dauntless courage, and striet piety as their hen- 
tage. 
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Highty years ago the first cabin was built on the banks of 
Franklin creek, and as the record of this fruitful era unfolds, 
the reader will marvel at the progress made, the narked absence 
of erime, and the sincere and noble goodness of, it seems, all the 
people in all the homes, for all these memorable eighty years. 

Who shall tell ‘ta tale of the timber lands and the old-time 
pioneers—'till the faves all shine ont in the back log’s blaze?” 

Who, but the pioneers themselves, for the history of China 
towuship from 1834 to 1854 is entirely the history of about twenty 
pioneer families, their kinspeople, the happenings in each cabin, 
the short school sessions, and the occasional chureh services. So 
far they shal] speak. 

Fox two vears after the Black Hawk war the prairies and the 
timberlands along Franklin creek lay in primeval beauty. Then 
in 1834 Jephtha Noe built the first cabin in the grove. 

In Jame, Ss5, Col. Nathan Whithes, «af Unignalie Ole, 
traveled along the north side of the grove, searching for a stream 
of running water, as far as the present site of the town of Frank- 
lin Grove. As Colonel Whitney became a settler soon afterward, 
he is regarded as the John Dixon of China township. 

“The Noe House” stood in a pieturesque, woodland spot. 

The Whitney, Hssey and Uehnershausen fannlies spent their 
first days in China township in ‘‘the Noe House.” and have 
remained permanent settlers. 

The veteran pioneer, Charles Tfarrison, and his son-in-law, 
James Holly, made the first two claims in 1835, Later in the same 
vear, David Holly made a claim of the southwest quarter of see- 
tion 35. 

James Holly built the second log-eabin which stood nearly 
opposite the Gemman Baptist chireb, and was a dandmark for many 
years, 

The third fainily hving at the grove in 1835 consisted of Jesse 
Hholly, his son David TRolly, who had a wife and two children; 
and Samuel Averhart. Jesse Holly died Feb, 29, 1869, aged 95 
years. : 

Strange to relate, none of the settlers of 1835 founded families 
which have remained a half century or more keeping their names 
Inmemory. But while the names of Noe, Warrison and Holly are 
partially forgotten, the three settlers of the next vear, Morenn, 
Yale and Minor, left large famiuies, and well-houered names. 

Also in the spring of 1836, Cyrus R. Minor purehased a elaim 
from Mr. Brown of eighty acres, cast of the grove, 
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In May, 1836, Edward .Morgan, his wife Nanev, daughter 
Willa, a small child, and baby Rachel, with a nephew, Nicholas 
Kinman, came from Ohio, and settled on the south half of section 
Zi. 

John Wesley Morgan, born in 1837, was the first child at the 
grove. 

The next log cabin in China township, was that of Jedward 
Morgan. 

Tn June, 1836, Timothy Lockwood Minor broke twenty acres 
of land, now owned by A. W. Crawford, for Col. Nathan Whitney. 

About the first of September, 1836, Nathaniel C. Yale, tis 
wife Mary, and their family permanently located at the grove. 

Milo Yale was horn Dee. 15, 1831, in New York; moved to 
Hhinois in 1836. He was an honored and respected pioneer. He 
moved to Lowa and founded the town of Yale. 

December 2, 1836, Cyrus R. Minor, wife, Louise Norton, and 
children, Sarah, Albert, Daniel and David. came from lEtha, Gen- 
esee county, New York. 

Cyrus R. Minor was born in 1782 in Massachusetts and died 
in 1846. Mas. Minor died in 1839. 

The year 1836 closed with the three families of Morgan, Yale 
and Minor permanently located, several claims made, and thirty- 
five people in the settlement. 

Rev. Barton Cartwright, a pioneer Methodist Episcopal muin- 
ister, savs. “T was born in Auburn, New York, in 1810.) | came to 
Tilinois in 1833, and met Black Hawk on his way to Washington 
prison. Rev. James McKean was our first preacher in that part 
of the country. He preached all through what are now Ogle, Lee 
and Whiteside counties. T was sent on the eiremt m 1837." 

Squire Jeremiah Whipple located near the cave whieh bears 
his name in March, 1837. 

Joseph Whipple was an old dine whig and Squire ‘Jerry’ 
Whipple was a strong demoerat, both well read in polities, so they 
made the donble log-cabin ring with party arguments. Most of 
the Jaw suits of the day were tried by Squire Whipple, who had 
been a justice of the peace in New York. 

Tn the winter of 1837, Otis Timothy drove from Buffalo, New 
York. He married, later, Sarah, daughter of Cvrns R. Minor. 

In July, 1837, Col. Nathan Whitney came a third time to the 
grove. 

On Feb. 8, 1838, Col. Nathan Whitney. his wife Sarah 
(Gray) Whitney, one son, Alexis Randolph Whitney, and their 
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daughters, Harriet, Eliza Aim, Cornelia; and Dr. and Mrs. 
Gregory, canie to the grove and located in *'the Noe House.” 

In the spring of 1838, which set in so early that wild fowers 
bluomed in Mareh, Silas P. Tolman, his wife Mis. Experience 
(Shaw) Tolman, and son Adrastus Tolman, moved to the present 
site of Franklin Grove. 

During the summer of 1838, John Nichols spent some time 
exanining the township and returned to New York to induce his 
daughter's family to loeate here. 

dn 1888, Amos Hussey, his wife Mrs. Jane Fredonia (Holly ) 
Hussey, and their two children, Marvy and Jesse, came from Penn- 
svilyania. 

In October, 1838, William Henry Tfelmershansen, Harrison 
Helnershansen, and Philip Stahl came from: Bangor, Maine. 

Wilham Henry Helmershansen was born near Bristol, Lincoln 
county, Massachusetts, Aug. 25, 1816, and died at Ns home on part 
of the original Noe clann, Dee. 6, 1901. 

Vhe seeond pioncer brother, Harrison PHelmershausen, was 
born near Bristol, Lincoln connty, Massachusetts, April 13, 1878. 

In 1839 Rev. Erastus DeWolf claimed the east one-half of 
section 21.) Thomas Brown from Newport. Rhode Tsland, came 
with lim and made a e¢laim. ¥ 

Tn 1839, Evans Campbell Thomas, his wife Mary Amn Thomas, 
and two children, Marty and William Henry, cane from Michigan 
to China township. 

The family of Cooper are especially remembered because the 
daughter, Miss Lonisa Cooper, tanght sehool at *f Whipple's 
Cave i 1839, and all traditions agree was the first school teacher 
at the grove. She married Mv. Warnsley and lived near Troy 
Grove, In 1843 the Coopers moved to LaSalle. 

This year Col Nathan Whitney was elected one of three county 
COMMASSTONCES. 

Willian Loder Girton was born in Pennsylvania, 830, Sep- 
tember 22, 1856, he married Margaret, danelter of Henry Lewin. 
He was a member of Company G, 75th Whnoeis Infantry, and fell 
while gallantly fighting at Perrvyille. Oct. 8, 1862. 

In 1859 the Henry Lewin family came to China tewnship and 
settled near Edward Morgan's. 


THE 1840 ELECTION, 


Franklin precinet i 1840 comprised the four townships known 
in T9T4 as Nachusa, China, Ashton and Bradford. Au eleetion 
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was held in the double log cabin of Squire Jeremiah Whipple at 
‘‘Whipple’s Cave.”" The judges of election were Cyrus Chamber- 
Jain, Jeremiah Whipple, and Don Cooper. 

China township was also called No. 9 district. On March 7, 
1840, Otis Timothy was elected road supervisor of No. 9 district. 

The first term of cireuit court of Lee eouity was held April, 
1840. This vear the new conrthouse at Dixon was erected at a 
cost of $7,000. The nioney was donated and China township con- 
tributed her share. ; 

Lorenzo Whiting taught school abont 1840 near Tobnan’s tim- 
ber, a short distance from the present site of Franklin Grove. Ife 
moved to Bradford township, near an old friend, Thomas Doe, and, 
from here was elected to the State Legislature, and long known as 
‘*the farmer senator.” 

In the summer of 1840, Charles Lehnershausen, Sir.. came 
from Bangor, Maine, and joined lus sons, Henry and Harrison. 

Sylvanus Cobb Helmershausen was born Oct. 17, 1825; died 
Jan. 18, 1912; married Sabina J. Fellows, of Belvidere, Dec. 20, 
1859; had five eildren, Ida, Frederick, Lillian, Grace and May. 

Norman Hehnershausen, born Oct. 2, 1881; died Nov. 21, 1908. 

About 1841 Michael Brewen, George O’Connor and Michael 
MeFarland lived on Ma. MeFarland’s claim, near the farm owned 
by Robert Sproul. They were three jolly bachelors from IJre- 
land. 

In August, 1841, the John Leake, Daniel Leake and Edward 
Willavs families came from Laverpool, England, and settled in 
the southwestern part of China township. 

About 1842 the little village of Chaplin was laid out. and 
now forms the part of Franklin Grove west of the schoolhouse. 

Mis. E. C. Thomas died in August. E. C. Thomas spent the 
winter in Galena. 

August 15, 1842, was the tenth anniversary when the troops in 
Black Hawk's war were mustered out by Lieut. Robert Andersen, 
and disbanded by Gen. Wintield Scott. So rapid had heen the set- 
tlement that there were thirty surnames and twenty families in 
China township. At that time the township was ealled Fremont. 

Harriet M. Helnershausen tanght school in Lee Center and 
boarded at the home of Russel Linn. Asa token of respect for the 
new teacher from Maine, the new baby girl in the Linn home was 
tained ““Tarivict,”? 

In 1842 Martin Eastwood located in this neighborhood, 
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Nathaniel Lewis located here in 1843. The Lewis family have 
been a credit to the community. 

In 1843, Rev. Joseph and Catherime (Avy) Enunert and family, 
and son-in-law, Rey. Christian and Elizabeth (Emmert) Lahnan 
and family, came to China township. Both men were German 
Baptist ministers. Rey. Joseph Christian Lahman was born Jan. 
24, 1833, in Adams county, Pennsylvania. 

John D. Lalman was born Jnne 22, 1834, in Maryland. 

No mention of Max, Lalunan’s family wonld be complete, if 
‘Aunt Sally’’ was forgotten. Mars. Sarah (Haughtelin) Myers, 
was born in Adams county, Pennsylvania, and has been a resident 
of the West since 1897. 

David . Lahman was born in Franklin connty, Pennsylvania, 
1837. 

This year the Cooper family moved from China township to 
LaSalle. 

This year Col. Nathan Whitney opened Ins nirserys tle 
first one in northern Illinois. The settlement at the grove was 
further ineveased by the advent of Henry 8S. Buekiman, bra Robin- 
son, and Wilham Clark Robinson. 

In 1844 William C. Robinson and MWarriet Mathilda Hehners- 
hausen were married. The family consisted of HLenry Clinton, 
Sophia (Mis. Robert MeCoy), George Russel, and Georgiana 
Hane, 

John Leake was born Apiil 17, 1808, in Leicester, england, 
and came to China township the latter part of 1845. 

In October, W450. Evans Crimpbell Thomas and Iarriet A. 
Wlutinere were married. One settler says, “At that time there 
were only about five wagons in China township.” 

Sopt. 16, 1845, Tine Perven and Sarah Anne Perren, his wife, 
“a parcel of land” mm séttion 3, aad invred avi. Dining 
this vear the settlement of China township was inereased by the 
fanuly of Jacob Riddlesharger. 

The vear 1846 saw several changes in the settlement of China 
township. James Dysart exme te the west and secured one-half 
section of Jand, a piece for each of his children. The Dysart 
brothers were all located in China township before 1860, The 
Dysart family was founded by Joseph and Alexander Dysart of 
north Lreland, who located at Lancaster county, Penasyvlvania. 

Tn an enlogy on Ion. Saumel Dysart it is stated, “He made 
farming his chief oeeupation. Always an admiver of fine stock 
he early learned to distinguish the good points of a horse and te 
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judge of the merits of cattle and swine and even in boyhood had a 
desire to raise thoroughbred stoek. bn 1855 he settled in China on 
the * Pines Stock Farm.’ ” 

William Dysart began to farm his land in section 21, China, 
in 1850, 

On April 1, 1846, a son named George W. was born into the 
family of Martin Kastwood and his wife, Mary Jfisher. 

Abont 1847 Mrs. Savah (Kdmonds) Nettleton taught schoo] 
in China tuwnship. One of her schools she taught in the school- 
house east of Amos Hussey’s homestead. 

Reinhart Gross was born Sept. 26, 1829, in Kur-Hessen, Ger- 
many. His wife, Martha Reinhart, was born in 1835, came to 
America 1848. Ile died Oct. 7, 1902. She died Jannary, 1882. 

Ezra Withey, his wife Abigail (Bradberry) Withey, and chil- 
dren, George C. and Abigail, settled at the grove. The family 
eame from Maine in 1847, 

Mr. and Mis. Withey were able supporters of the Methodist 
Episeopal chureh. 

In this vear China township suffered a tragedy from the hands 
of the handitti of the pranies. At least the closest search and 
earetul investigation could offer no other plausible cause except 
that a band of the banditti on the way north ona horse raid, saw a 
hight in the eabin of Moody Thompson, a man with no family, aud 
sacked the house and murdered lim and Olig Gannerson, his 
vuest. In fact some vears later one of the band of handitti then 
under sentence confessed to having slain two men alone, with a 
jiece of timber, 

Abont 148 John Durfee came and settled sonth of Col. 
Nathan Whitney's ¢laim. 

Nathan Whitniore tanght a sehool in) Timothy Lockwood 
Minor’s cabin, Only large beys attended it and it was a subserip- 
tion school. 

During this vear, Rey. Christian Lalaan laid out ten acres for 
the site of a town. The township was called Fremont. aud the 
town Chaplin. The Minor Hotel, Charles Ambrose’s store and a 
blacksnith shop are all the buildings ‘‘reeollected”’ as standing 
at this time. 

Rev. Take Hitecheock, who preached in the schoolhonse, in the 
cabin, buried the dead, and kept the scattered pioneers together 
for divine worship, was born Apri] 13, 1813, at Lebanon. New 
York: joined Oneida conference 1834; re-adinitted to Rock River 
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conference 1541; supply for Rock River conference in 1839; 
stationed at Dixon 1841; sent to Chicagy 1544. 

Members of the Stevens fanuly came in 1549. 

In 1848-49, a postoffice was established, with Abram Bruwn 
postinaster. The third postmaster was A. R. Whitney. A. L. 
Merritt, Charles B. Bill and Charles Ambrose assisted frum tine 
to time in the postoffice. 

The Breeunier family came in 1849. Peter L. Breeumer was 
born in Hunatingtun connty, Pennsylvania, Feb. 14, 1834, and 
departed this life at his home in Franklin Grove, Hhnvis, Oct. 14, 
1913, aged 79 years, 8 months. 

This year the people of China township became interested in 
an act of the General Assembly of the people of the State of Lh- 
nois entitled ‘‘an act to provide for the construction of a plank 
read by general law.” Approved Meh. 12, 1849. To exist thirty 
vears. The road made travel easier and many of the people sub- 
seribed to the stock. 

With the vear 1850 a new era scemed to dawn. Organization, 
commerce, and general business developed. Up to this date the 
history of the township had been the loeal history ef pioneer fam- 
ihes. From now on we notice township and tewn organization, 
and municipal hfe. 

About this thne John M. Crawford taught sehool at the grove. 
The James Holly cabin was used as a schoolhouse. He is remem- 
bered as an able teacher. 

BPramont tarnish was 21, 8, R. 10, Gast and south parieor 
T. 22, 8. R. 10 cost in Bee county, On April 2) 1R50, the tewn- 
ship of Fremont was organized as China township. July 19, 1850, 
the organization was completed. George Russel Lyin. who lived 
near Lee Center, named the township for China, Maine, on May 
14,1850. From 1850 to 1855 town mectines were held at the farm 
of Henry S. Buekiman. 

Tn 1850, the following vote was polled: There were forty-six 
voters, Supervisor, George Russel Lv, 30 votes; Clerk, Josiah 
Wheat, 45 votes; Assessor, Rev. Christian Lalnnan, 39 votes: Col- 
lector, Moses 8. Curtis, 22 votes; Supervisor of Poor, B. Han- 
nmu; Commissioners of Tighways, Jesse Hale, William Clark 
Robinson, Col. Nathan Whitney: Justice of the Peace. Robert 
Sproul: Constables, Moses S. Curtis and William Clark Robinson. 

Ten highway distriets were laid out. A fenee law was passed 
hy common eousent. 

Tn 1851 a log honse was built east of the Amos TTtssev heme- 
stead for school and ehurch purposes. Tt was built hy subs. ip- 
tion, 
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At the town meeting this vear there were seventy-seven voters. 
China township has six schoo] districts, the Dysart, the Helners- 
hausen, the Franklin Grove, the Pine View, the Sunday and the 
Hillison. 

This year the blaeksmith shop on State street in the center of 
the block, north of H. {. Lineoln’s, was built by George W. Pense. 
By his industry and obliging manners Mr. Pense maintained a 
good trade for many years. 

Webster located in the village and took charge of the hotel. 

Davis came, and rented the log house built hy Cvrus R. Minor. 

Webster built a small stone store on the corner south of Pense’s 
blacksmith shop. Charles Ambrose opened a dry goods store in 
this building. LaFayette Yale clerked in the Ainbrose store. 

Milton A. Crawford was born Aug. 8, 1852, in Lee county. son 
of John M. and Mary (Dysart) Crawford. He married Mary M. 
Emmert, daughter of Solomon and Mattie (Kving) Emmert. 

Charles B. Bill was born at Braintree, Vermont, June 15, 1825; 
eame to Franklin Grove in 1852, where he ult the first shoe shop 
of that plaee. 

Henry T. Lineoln came to Franklin Grove Mav 1, 1853. His 
wife died, leaving him a son, Frank. who married Etta Keyser. 
He married seeond, Helen M. Nay. 

James Welsh was born Jan. 7, 1824, and died Oct. 11.1910. He 
was a carpenter by trade, and a good citizen. He located in China 
township ‘‘in the fifties’? and was married three times. 

Lonis M. Blaisdell started in the limber business, and pros- 
pered. 8S. J. Smith & Co. also tried the same business, but one 
hunbervard was all the village could support, and the firm went 
out of business. 

Tn 1853 Adrastus W. Tolman, F. D. Robertson and Rev. Chiris- 
tian Lahman laid out the village of Franklin Grove. The name 
was given to the town by John Dixon in honor of his son, Frank- 
lin Dixon. Dixon, Franklin Grove, and Naehnsa, are namesakes 
of the Dixon familv. Tt is said Col. John Dement had an inter- 
est in the new village for several vears. 

In 1854, Reuel Thorp began to buy grain and soon built up a 
good business, 

John D. Chambers built a small store north of the track on 
Elm street and William J. Leake started a harness shop. 

Samuel Simmons, Louis M. Blaisdell and Reuel Thorp put up 
residences. 


Vai I-99 
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A grain elevator was built south of the track. Wilhams 
opened a grocery store in one end of the elevator. 

Dy. Uviah Crittenden Roe, son of Dr. John and Elizabeth 
(Lyons) Roe, was born at Eddyville, Lyon county, Kentucky ; 
died at Franklin Grove, I. In 1846 he married Almeda Brown, 
awoman of many estimable qualities. 

George W. Hewitt was one of the prominent factors in the 
early history of Lee county, one of the leading physicians of his 
time; possessing a knowledge and skill in medicine and surgery 
that caused his ability to be recognized not only in Lee county, but 
far beyond its boundaries. Dr. Hewitt was a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, born in Middleburg, Dee. 25, 1830. In the spring of 1854, 
the same year, in seeking for a wider field of operation than was 
to be found in the older states, he came to Mhnois and on the tirst 
day of May opened an office in Franklin Greve. [tere he not onlv 
established a large practice but became intimately associated with 
the business and social interests of the county, 

Dr. Henry Miller Hewitt married Ida Eliza Jane, daughter 
of Conrad and Mary (Jones) Durkes, and had three children, 
George Washington, Mary Durkes, and Henry Miller Hewitt. 

The vamily of Dr. David H, and Sirah (Wagner) Sspiekier 
resided several years in the village. 

This vear Rey. Christian Lahman purehased several short- 
horns and began to improve his stoek. 

Dr. George W. Hewitt located in the village and opened a 
small diug business, 

Henry [. Lineoln purchased the store built by Charles Ambrose 
and went inte the drv goods business. Charles Ambrose then built 
a store north of Pense’s blacksmith shop. This stere he sold to a 
new arm, “ila adil 

During this memorable vear the Dixou Air Line of the Chicago 
& Galena Union railroad was finished, and the first train run 
through the village, Dee. 3, 185-4. 

Col. Alvah B. Fitch came as the station agent of the company 
and remained in this position for vears, until his health failed. 

The William Watson family were early settlers. 

The Benjamin Velie family consisted of 1, Grace Velie Fox- 
evoft; 2, Jennie Velie Guy, had Roy, Ross, and William GQuv: 3 
Charles Velie. ) 

The Jones family loeated in the viemity of Franklin Grove. 
Augustus Jones, 1807-1857, was an early pioneer. 
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The blacksmith trade was followed by Solomon Sunday and 
his sons from 1855 to 1914 for fifty-nine vears in Franklin Grove. 
Farming was inelnded, and the sale of agricultural implements. 

Joseph Winebrenner was a tailor in Franklin Grove from 1855 
until the war broke out, when he enlisted, 

An industrious and honest stonecutter came to town in T8956, 
and his work aided mueh in erecting the buildings going ip rap- 
idlv.— George Engel, 1824-1905. 

The Trottnow family have been in business many vears, on the 
streets of Franklin Grove. Ma. Trottnow was a cabinet maker by 
trade and opened a furniture store. 

George Fischbach was an honest and industrions carpeuter, 
who eame to the grove in 1857, 

A well-known shoemaker of many vears’ service was Michael 


Eckhardt. 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH AT FRANKLIN GROVE 


James McKean was the first preacher sent on this charge. 
He preached in Morgan’s and Miner’s cabin. In 1840 Barton 
Cartwright succeeded him, Ab. Mehean died Sept. 5, 1855, at 
Macomb, Illinois. Mr. Cartwright died April 3, 1895, at Oregon, 
Thnois. 

1841. Rev. Luke Hitchcock of Dixon. 

1853-54. Robert KK. Bibbins of Light Honse Point preached 
once in four weeks. He died Mareh 22, 1898, at Sandwich, Ol. 
He entered Roek River conference in 1847. Miss Atmns Nettleton 
wrote that she remembered Ma. Bibbins and his family very well. 

1854-1855. Wenry L. Martin of Lighthouse Point organized a 
Class, James Welsh beimg class leader. Miss Nettleton wrote that 
Mh. Grant was junior pastor with her cousin, Ma. Martin. The 
cireuit eluded Ashton, Mount Pleasant and Rochelle. On his 
eighty-third birthday he (Ab. Martin) preached at the morminy 
service in Court street church, Roekford, to a great congregation. 
His thought was distinet, his voice clear, aud his sermon was a 
masterpiece. He and his wife were permitted to celebrate the six- 
tieth anniversary of their wedding. 

1855-1856. Miehael Decker was sent to Lee Center and Frank- 
hn Grove. Tle entered the conference in 1842: died at Crete. TIL, 
Nav. 21, 187-4. 

1855. Luke Hiteheoek, presiding elder, lield the first quarterly 
meeting, 

1857. Alvaro DP. Field preached on this charge. He died Dec. 
19, 1903. at Indianola, Towa. 
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lso8. H. Richardson. 

1859. Bro. Pentield. 

1860. William T. Havlow, principal of Rock River Seminary, 
Mount Morris, [linois. 

1861-1862. Calvin Brookins; died Sept. 25, 1881, at DeKalb, 
Uhnois. 

1863. CU. W. Wright built the tirst ehnveb. 

1864. Calvary M. Webster; died Oct. 6, 1867, at Dixon, Il. 

1866. Henry J. Huston, June 8, 1907, at Elizabeth, Colorado. 
He organized a Sunday school this vear, 1866-67. 


Postmaster during Grant's adininistration: Henry A. Black 
was bor Oct. 8 1843, in Maine, and died June 26, 1912. He 
located In Franklin Grove mm 1855. 

George Dallas Blaek kept a vrocery for numy vears. Le mar- 
ried Clarissa Dow, a most estimable woman from Maine. 

A. le. Merritt pmiechased the stock of drugs of Dr. G. W. 
Hewitt and took into partnership, Jolin C. Black. 

Charles Ambrose left China township for a more congenial 
chmate, but the dread toe, consumption, pursued him, and he died 
in Texas. 

Rufus Covell opened a furniture store next to Wilhain’s gre- 
ecrv. He died at Nevada, Lowa, Angust, 1565. 

This vear on Angnst 30, 1855, Andrew MePherran and Maria, 
lus avife, sold a quarter of section 11, and left the grove. Ther 
are spoken of as honorable and hospitable settlers. 

Thomas W. Brown loeated in Franklin Grove in 1856 and 
condueted a tailoring establishment until 1891. 


THE UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY 


This society met at the house of Jonas CHsbee. In 1856, a sub- 
stantial chureh was built opposite the schoolhonse on Elm street. 
Rev. T. J. Bartholomew preached first; Rev. T J. Carmeyv wrote 
the constitution. The other ministers were: J. O. Barrett, C.F. 
Dodge, TIidsou Chase, Bro, Cook and B. F. Rogers. 

Joln (. Black gave np the drug business with A. L. Merritt 
and was chosen postmaster, 

In 1856, William Tlenry PHelmershausen nest purehased thor- 
oneghbred eattle and improved his herd on the “Grove Stoek 
Farm.” This vear, Lalman built a store on the eorner east of the 
Hughes Tlotel Te closed the store in the fall and moved west. 
Rohert Seott built a warehouse and a residenec. Conrad Durkes 
opened a dry goods store, Which he continued for many vears with 
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success. Mix I, Losey opened a dry gouds store but soon sold out. 
Carl H. Lagerquist opened a shoe shop which he and his family 
continued successfully for many years. Josiah Tughes and Jonas 
Clisbee built hotels; both were well conducted and won words of 
approbation from strangers. 

On May 11, 1857, the first village board was elected. Presi- 
dent, homes Al. Blaisdell; cleri, S. J. Smiths trustees, A. 3V. 
Tohnan, Josiah Hughes, Jonas Clisbee, Louis M. BlaisdeH, 5. J. 
Smith; street conmissioner, Jonas Clisbee; treasurer, Conrad 
Durkes (elected December 28, 1857). 

This vear a Presbyterian Sunday school was organized. Prof. 
T. W. Scott was the superintendent. 

Other comers were: Edward and Julia (Gloss) Marvin; 
Frank D. and Jane (Plessinger) Kelley; Oscar W. and Mary 
(Dick) Hughes; Calvin and Susan Koontz resided many years in 
Franklin Grove and vieinity. , 

The O'Neil family eame in 1857. Barton, Sarah Jane, and 
Jonas O’Neil remained permanent citizens. 

John D. Sitts was in the limber business with Sitts, Thomas 
& Company until 1872 when he opened a grocery store, which he 
continued for many vears. The Cyrus Thomas family were resi- 
dents of the village for many years. 

On Oetober 6, 1858, the Franklin Grove Lodge, No. 264, A. F. 
& A. M., was organized. The charter members were: Jouis M. 
Blaisdell, Daniel B. McKinney, Col. Nathan Whitney, A. Ran- 
dolph Whitney, William Forbes, Reuel Thorp, Conrad Durkes, 
John C. Black, George W. Hewitt, Alvah B. Fitch, Peter C. 
Rooney, Michael Decker, Tsaae T. Forbes and Thomas Lewis 
Wood. 

The price of real estate was increasing. On September 16, 
1858, Samnel H. Beardsley sold his farm of one hundred and sixty 
acres in section 29 for $2,560. On July 19, 1858, Charles B. Bill 
and Catherine, his wife, sold lots 21 and 22 in Chaplain. for a con- 
sideration of $600. 

The Gilbert family are numerous in China township, and are 
good farmers (1859). 

In 1860, Tlenry T. Lincoln erected a large stone store on Elm 
street near the track. On June 3, 1860, a great tornado swept across 
the south end of China township, tearing up large trees and ruining 
crops. The roar of wind could be heard twenty-iniles north of the 
path of the storm. The lightning was incessant and the darkness 
appalling. 
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On January 1, 1861, the Presbyterian church was organized in 
Franklin Grove by Rev. W. W. Harsha, Rev. E. Erskine and 
Charles Crosby, a ruling elder. The church was affliated with 
Roek River Presbytery. 

Rev. Thomas J. Carney was pastor of the First Universalist 
Society, during the Civil war. His parysonage stood on the land 
now included in the north part of the schoolyard. He was an 
able man of fine presence and sterling character. 

Jn 1861, Louis M. Blaisdell of Franklin Grove was elected 
one of three connnissivners to expend the sum of $6,000 voted by 
Lee county, to ‘equip the volunteers of Lee county”* enlisting to 
vo to the front. Mr, Blaisdell was an able man and his exeentive 
ability was mueh needed at this time. 

In 1861-1862 George W. Brayton was postmaster in Pranklin 
Grove. The family consisted of Frank, Alice and Lucey. 


THE “G’? oF 1862 


July 6, 1862, Abraham Lincoln issned a call for 300,000 men 
and [hnois was asked for 52,296, 

The Company °° G"? was raised in China township. Every man 
who enlisted knew that it was a hard and deadly combat. The 
romance of the war was over. Twenty-seven men in Company G 
left unprotected wives at home. Joseph Williams and Robert LL. 
Tnwin did good service in organizing the company. Lincoln's hall 
rang with cheers, aud the schoolhouse fairly trembled with stamp- 
ing, as the patriotic gatherings assembled night after might. The 
captain was Joseph Williams of Franklin Grove, The second 
lieutenant was Robert 1. Lewin of China townslip. The sergeants 
were Manley 1H. Brown, Charles 1. worbly and Wilham Vanee. 
The corporals were C. Brinkerhoff, Joseph Winebremer, Walter 
Gilbert, Caleb Forbes, James Dysart. Of the privates from China 
were Jeremiah Christman, Clayton Chromster, Wallace Hast- 
wood, Wilham PD. Forbes, John Feaster, William L. Girton, Noah 
Nay, Ger W. Petse, Daniel Spatiord, Thomas levi, Andrey 
Timothy, John Wingert, William Watson. Fer nearly a month 
after being mustered they drilled, and on September 27th they 
joined the troops at Leffersonville, Indiana. They beeame part of 
the Thirtieth Brigade, Ninth Division, Third Army Corps of the 
Army of the Ohio, On October Sth they met the eneniw at Perry- 
ville and snffered a terrible Joss. Charles TH. Twombly fell and 
was reported “missing.” Willian Loder Girton was shot on the 
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battlefield. Until the captain of the nation fell, and Abraham Lin- 
coln had joined the martyred dead, until peace was declared and 
“the grand review" in Waslington had disbanded, the brave boys 
in China township sacrificed their all, and hailed again an mndi- 
vided nation and an unsullied flag. 


The Franklin Grove Cemetery Assvciation dates from 1863. 
Isaac Twombly was president; Conrad Durkes, secretary ; Joseph 
Wilhams, George H. Taylor, Willian S. Thompson, trustees. It 
is one of the ueatest and best kept cemeteries in the state. The 
location is beautiful; the view from the west with sinking vale 
and rising bluff being one of great beauty. Many fine montmnents 
mark the last resting-places of the dead. 

Mrs. Holly’s was the first burial. Mis. Cyrus R. Minor who 
died this year was interred near her home, and her remains not 
brought to the cemetery until later. , 

The Carl HL. Lagerquist fanuly conducted a general boot and 
shoe shop for nearly a half century in Franklin Grove. Carl H. 
Lagerquist died 1887, aged seventy-three years. 

fu 1864, as an insnranee agent, Wilham T. Pear) was well and 
favorably known. 

Mr. Hussey, a Universalist minister, his wife, and two daugh- 
ters, resided some years in the village; left Franklin Grove for 
Oregon; and then Wisconsin. 

Dr. Christy had a large practice in the village before he moved 
away. lls sun, Bayard, was lost at sen. 

In 1864, the village bmilt up a nimber of sidewalks, fixed the 
crossings, graded the roads, and opened up the alleys. 

In an attack on, Conrad Durkes, president of the village board 
by three men who wished a license to rina gambling den, Samuel 
Simmons was severely injured. No small praise is due to Myr. 
Durkes* memory for the noble and heroie stand he took in keep- 
inga igh moral standard in the conmunity. 

A large elevator was erected this vear by the firm of Frost & 
Hanger, who did an extensive business. 

The Geriuan Lutheran church was organized by Rev. William 
Uhl during 1864. Tn 1865, the society united with the Presby- 
terians in building the echnyreh whieh later they purchased, and in 
which they have sinee worshiped. 

Daniel Moore Bradstreet was a patriotic orator during the 
Civil war, and Clarissa Dudley Todd was his wife. THe was a 
fine Biblical scholar, a close historical student, a humble Christian 
and an old school gentleman. 
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Mary, fitth daughter and eleventh child of Major Danicl MLoore 
Bradstreet and Clarissa Dudley (Todd) Bradstreet, was born in 
Ulysses, Tompkins county, New York, Jiuy 2%, 1541. In 1544 she 
moved to Llinois; attended Mt. Morris Seminary; tanght school 
in Ogle county; assistant principal in High school, Polo, [thnois; 
hired as principal High school, Franklin Groye, Whnois; married 
June 27, 1866, Henry Charles Frederick Hehnershausen, Jt. 

The Don Campbell family were engaged in the millinery busi- 
ness for years in Franklin Grove. The John Coyle family resided 
may years in the village. Mis. Roche, a widow, her son, and 
two daughters, Mary and Hannah Alice, resided some years in 
the village. 

Ata town meeting held March 1, 1865, seventy-mine votes were 
polled. The first election under a special charter oceurred March 
1,1865. The new village board were: President, Conrad Durkes; 
clerk, Osear W. Hughes; treasurer, William Clark Robinson; 
trustees, Josiah Hughes, J. J. Liehty, Joseph Williams, Jonas 
Clishee, George W. Brayton, George H. Taylor. 

This year the German Lutheran and the Presbyterian Societies 
united in an effort to build a church to be ocenpied by both societies 
alternately. A substantial and commodious building was erected 
on Elm street, and services have been held in it until 1914. The 
chureh is a cherished landmark of the village. 

Gabriel Miller conducted a dry goods store for many years. 
The W.N. and Julia Baldwin family were well known, My. Bald- 
win being in business many vears. The Spafford family were 
patrioti« and loval. The father and three sons fought in the Civil 
war, Daniel Spafford, Sr., Joseph B. Spafford and Thaddeus Spaf- 
ford. A family with interesting recollections of Abraham Lincoln 
were the Silas Yingling and Hannah (Reigle) Yinglne family. 

In 1865, Chillon Buek kept the thour and feed mill on Brad- 
ford street south of the schoolhouse, and was well and favorably 
known. Tle afterwards purchased a threshing engine and he and 
his sons threshed for the farmers in the vieitv. Harry Bratton 
has been well known in Franklin Grove as a furniture dealer, and 
undertaker, The Webb family eame April 1, 1865. John Webb 
was bor April, 1827, and Mrs. John Webb, May, 1834. They 
were married November 11, 1851, in Tyrone township, Blair 
eounty, Peunsvlvania. 

Tn October, 1866, Baltus T.ookingland, lis wife and family, 
eame to Naclnsa township and from there te China township 
where he rented the farm elaimed by John Durfee. 
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During 1866, the church of the First Universalist Society was 
served by Rev. Mv. Hussey. His family consisted of lis wife, and 
two daughters, and they are spoken of with respect and affection. 

Among the enterprising farmers in the vicinity at this time 
were, Hreeman Elsworth, Levi Hostetler, I¢iglehard Penna, 
Philip Nlinetob, Joseph Bruner, Henry Cosh and others. 

The Seerist family came to the village of Franklin Grove in 
1866 and were actively engaged in the social and business interests 
of the town. The Brewer family consisted of the parents and one 
son, Lorenzo, who married Anna Gans and moved to Chicago. 

In 1867, Wilham Henry Helmershausen and Samuel Dysart 
purchased thoroughbred cattle, red Durham shorthorns. 

The only newspaper up to this time was *'The Franklin Grove 
Gazette’? which was printed on a Dixon press. When it stopped 
its issue, there was no paper at the grove. 

Joseph Graff was born April 28, 1845, in France, of French 
and German parentage. The Graff family came to Tiffin, Ohio, 
and from there to Dixon. 

November 28, 1868, Luther F. Ranisdell purehased the I. L. 
Fish farm of 160 acres at $50 per acre. 

William Crawford was well and favorably known as an wnider- 
taker for many vears. 

Oi Oeicher 0) i1s0s, the Natham Whither Chapter No. 129, 
Roval Arch Masous, was organized. The charter members were: 
Col. Nathan Whitney, A. Randolph Whitney, Alvah B. Fiteh, 
George W. Hewitt, Reuel Thorp, Wilham Forbes, Jerry M. 
Forlies, Al. Blint, Sainnel Dsesart, A. HY. Glenn, W. Fl. Eurerson, 
John L. Strock, Peter C. Rooney. 

The Isaae T. and Naim B. Forbes family came to China town- 
ship in 1868, 

“Bhe I’ranklin Reporter,’ was started by Mr. Jolin Blocher 
and published from 1868-1871; Dr. David H. Spiekler from 
Isdl-lsi5. Prof, Thomas 2. Scott, 1875-1876: Ker. LD, 4B. 
Senger, 1876-1886; FE. EK. Manning, 1886-1889; Prof. Seott 
again, 1889-1891; Singleton W. Reigle, 189] as administrator: 
Prof. T.@¥. Tuttle, 1891-lsd": Geance W. Gaver, 1894: C. A. 
Bancroft, I. P. Harrison, Simon 1D, Remley, J. C. Cooke, Bela R. 
Halderman. This paper is the oldest weekly in the county. 

The Lott family came to Lee county in 1869. Mas. Kate Donn 
came to Lee county Mareh 28, 1865. In 1869, Curtis Dunn and 
Katherine Strausner were married. 
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dn 1870, China had included township 21, and the south one- 
half of section 17 and 18 of township 22, north, range 10 east of the 
fourth prineipal meridian. During this year the west one-half 
was set off and named Nachusa, the Indian’s name for John 
Dixon who had long white hair. China townsinp then contained 
twenty-seven square iniles, lying nine miles long and three miles 
wide, 

After 1855, the town meetings were held im Bishop Hughes’ 
hotel. At the election this year, 262 votes were polled out of 450 
legal votes. 

Sanmel Dysart iitroduced the pedigreed Berkshire swine and 
succeeded well with them on lis stoek farm. 

On October 11, 1870, Lodge No. 409, Independent Order of 
Odd Iellows was organized. The charter members were: Single- 
ton W. Reigle, George Fischbach, George Engel, Wilham H. Bass- 
Jer and Nelson Stroug. 

This year Warren Kneampiment, No. 122, was organized. 

Among the enterprising farmers who rented land in this 
vicinity were Witham H. Myers, Conrad Steen, Charles Kerst, 
George Hoffman and others. 

In 1871 Isaac Twombly wid Henry A. Black built a double, 
two-story store north of the Robinson building. 

On June 13, 1872, the Lady Franklin Chapter, No. 22, Order 
of the Eastern Star, was organized. 

This vear Richard Archibald Canterbury built the Canterbury 
bloek, which added materially to the appearance of the town street. 

George W. Newcomer, born February 3, 1838, married Juha 
A. Walter of Polo, April 8, 1878, died August 24, 1906; was a well 
known pioneer, 

In 1875, China township had ninety per cent less delinquent 
tax than any township in Lee. This same year, William Henry 
Helmershansen wou premiums from the Rochelle fair on his ev 
tire exhibit. 

The Lee County Old Settlers’ Association was organized Au- 
gust 30, 1873, and for fort vears the settlers of China township 
have attended its sessions and contributed to its suecess. 

Jacob R. Gronp was a wagon-lnaker and carpenter, anda faith- 
fal workman, 

Tn March, 1874. the Daughters of Rebekah, Astoria Lodge, No. 
67, was oreanized. 

The Abraham and Frances Troupe family eonsisted of Mar- 
garet M. and Frederick. 
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dn 1874, the Band hall was built for the pleasure of the band 
boys and their friends. 

dn 1874, at an innnense cost of over $13,000 a finely equipped 
wind gristmill was erected by John L. Strock, Joseph, John and 
David Lahman. 

Rev. Johannes Heinrich Stauffenberg preached for thirty-tive 
years in Franklin Grove, in China township. He served longer 
in his pulpit than any other minister mm China township. Ile 
fonnded the congregation t1 Ashton and Dixon, preached im 
Rochelle and Rock Falls. Besides this he did mmteb teaching of 
German. 

During 1875, John D., Joseph C. Lahman and John L. Strock, 
organized the J.D, Lahman & Company, manufacturing firm. The 
output was the Great Western Seeder. 

dn 1875, the assessment value of horses, cattle, sheep and swine 
Was set at $70,000, which gives an idea of how the progressive farm 
ers of China township improved their stock. 

This vear the wind gristnull was built. 

The vear of the Centennial of the signing of the Declaration 
vt Independence, 1876, saw several aitizens journeying to Phila- 
celphia. 

The Frankhn house was built and had a good patronage under 
C. L. Anthony. Lt was called the best hotel between Chicago and 
lowa. 

Alpheus Meredith and Barbara Middlekautf were married May 
1, 1870. In February, 1878, they moved to Franklin Grove and 
condueted a bakery and iee cream parlor with snecess. 

(. Walter Trostle was cngaged in the sale of farm implements, 
Wavon-naking and blacksimthing. 

dn 1879, R. A. Canterbury began the hardware business in 
Franklin Grove. He was in a firm with Isaac Twombly. 

P.O. Sproul started a newspaper called ‘The Enterprise” 
which was issued from June, 1879. It was a clean, newsy little 
sheet. | 

Outside of Franklin Grove the census of 1880 showed 681 set- 
tlers. At the election this vear, 298 votes were polled. The census 
of 1880 showed a population of 730. 

In November, 1880, “The Enterprise’? ceased its publication. 

In February, Warren Eneampment, No. 122, was removed from 
our village to Amboy. 

Through the efforts of Rev. Anthony Hashronek Schoonmaker. 
the Dixon Distriet Camp Meeting Association was located on a 
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ten-acre strip west of the Methodist Episcopal chureh in Franklin 
Grove, July 12, 1881. 

The Woman’s Christian Teniperance Union was organized in 
August, 1882, and named the Frances It. Willard Union, 

In April, 1884, August F. IXoh] and Caroline I. A. Bettin, his 
wife, and their family, came from Schoenwerder, Germany to 
Franklin Grove. On Mareh 22, 1913, they celebrated their golden 
wedding with forty-five descendants present. 

The Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal chureh was organized in the home of Mais. Emma Caro- 
line Crawford in May, 1885, by Alrs. Adeline (Bowman) Stuff, 
wife of the pastor, Rev. G. L.8. Stuff. Four of the charter meim- 
bers belonged in 1914. having a record of twenty-nine vears’ 
service, 

In 1885, at the fourth commencement of the Franklin Grove 
High school, the following program was given Jine 12, 1885: 

Music, Quartette. 

Recitation, ‘The Relief of Lucknow,’ Cora Kick. 

Ussay, “Take Ye Away the Stone,’ Tillie A. Graff. 

Recitation, “The Ride of Panl Venarez,”’ Clytie C. Dow. 

Solo, ‘Ah, 1 have sighed to rest me’’—Verdi—Minnie Ada 
Hughes. 

Recitation, ‘The Bishop's Visit?” William MeQregoy. 

issay, “The Why and the Whither.” Maud Minme Adella 
Helnershausen, 

Recitation, "The Mountain Lamb,” Nettie Trottnow, 

Die, heres a maveet Wild) hose, Blix lora Chilo 
Timothy and Ka de. Bill. 

Reeitation, ** Little Steenie” Vinnie Hick. 

Hissay and Valedictory, “Silent Workers,” Gertrude Gifford 
Sitts. 

Guitar Solo, Tome, Sweet Home.’ Reuben ly Brackett. 

Awarding of diplomas, John DD. Sitts. 

During 1887, the Presbyterian congregation and their friends, 
erected a church at a cost of nearly five thousand delays. Since 
then a good pipe organ has becu installed whieh adds to the beauty 
of the church. The building is sviametrical and in good propor- 
tion. thus adding to the appearance of the village. 

Old Settlers’ Day was held August, T887, on the camp greunds 
at Mymiiklin (ireve, 

The Franklin Grove Bank under the state law with a capital of 
$25,000 Was orennized in 1889. 
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In 1890, the population of China township according tu the 
census was 1,361. That of Franklin Grove was 736. 

The Lee County Telephone Company was incorporated April 
JG, 1307. 

Jn 1900, the poptlation of China township according to the 
census was 1,315. That of Franklin Grove was 681. 

On July 17, 1900, many citizens of China township attended 
the splendid exercises on the oecasion of the laying of the corner 
stone of the new courthouse at Dixon. 

On Saturday, August 16, 1902, TLenry £. Lincoln was eighty 
years old. 

June 18, 1902, Mary, second wite of Charles Henry 'Twoubly. 
mother of Carrie and Sophroma Rebecea, second wife of Jerry 
M. Forbes, died in Concordia, Nansas. 

The new Methodist church was erected at a cost of over cight 
thousand dollars, and dedicated October 6, 1902, with aaposing and 
appropriate services. 

Jn 1894, a fine brick school building was erected at a cost of 
$9,000. Later the trustees purehased several lots of Charles 
Hebnershausen, Jv, and new have the entire frontage of the block 
for a school playground. The appearance of the building and 
the grounds is a credit to the town. 

The tirst banquet of the Franklin Grove High School Alumni 
Association was held in the Assembly room of the school building, 
June 7, 1913. 

Dr. Walter L. Moore, dentist in Franklin Grove. married 
Minetta Pavtine Roe. 


1845-1914 
THE GERMAN BAPTIST CHURCH 


Rey, Christian Lahman and his father-in-law, Rev. Joseph 
daumert, were ministers in Pennsylvania, and maintained family 
worship after they moved to China township. 

In ISH, the Jacob Riddlesbarger family came to the grove. As 
new settlers were added. a church building was erected in the 
Emmert cemetery. This was enlarged as the congregation in- 
creased. <A large chureh building was ereeted north of the village 
and services alternate were held in the two buildings. 
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It should be no trouble tu write of this beautiful spot at any 
stage of its life. rom earhest boyhood L have roamed around 
Franklin Grove. A few of the old settlers remain; that is, the 
third crop. One, Ma. Charles Hausen, of the first, remains, alone. 
Hor views and valuable assistance [ am indebted deeply tu Mr. 
Bela R. Halderman, of the Frankhn Grove Reporter, one of the 
oldest and one of the best and inost reliable institutions in Lee 
county. He loaned me cuts; hunted and obtained information and 
was my faithful friend and adviser. So, too, Mr. C. D. Hussey, 
the oldest business man in the village in point of business career. 

The conneil is constituted as follows: Dr. FL M. Banker, presi- 
dent of the board and inavor; A. B. Wicker, village clerk; Wil- 
ham Bueher, village pohee: Samuel Herbst, A. J. Stewart, Dr. 
W. L. Moore, Simon 1D. Remley, Albert Carpenter, trustees. 

The population is about 750. The main street is Nehted hy 
boulevard lamps. a group of three to each lamp. An all meght 
service of eleetiie Hehting and power is supplied by the [hneis 
Northern Utilities Company; Glen Wright, manager. 

very inch of town lot frontage has a cement sidewalk. The 

early fathers of the place beheved in tree planting, and now Frank- 
hin Grove isa grove indeed; a veritable forest of elms and maples, 
hard and soft. In that respect, this village is most beantifully 
ornamented, 

The sehools here have a splendid reputation. Supermtendent 
Miller gives them great praise. Nine months schooling in’ the 
vearis given. The enrolhnent is 180, 
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The salary account is $3,100 per annum, outside the janitor. 
Prof. HW. G. Anderson is supe eee Miss Bery] See 1s 
principal; Miss Ethel Tolmeren teaches the grammar school: Miss 
Florence Wollensak, the intermediate: and Miss Franees Vaughan 
the prnnary. The directors are Fred 1. Tausen, president: MV. 
Peterman, clerk; and F. D. Lalman. 

Some of the largest landholders of the eomty live around this 
place, and the land is very high prieed. Among the number are 


é ee al 
ar SRC TEES ao RE. PS RENE OE LTO — 
omen ena BS ae : — 


INTERIOR OF CAMPAMER TING TABERN ACLE 


EXTERIOR OF CAMPMER'TING 'TABERNACLE 


‘. _ 


’ 
iD 


= 


= 


a 


y 
“ 


HISTOR OF Ih COUN Ty on 


Christian Gross. His relative, Henry W. [Hillison, the first born 
Norwegian child, owns over one thousand acres of the best land in 
Lee county. He lives on his farm on ‘Temperance Hill in the south 
end of the township. The Dysart brothers are very Targe land- 
owners; Fred H. Hausen; Ira J. Trostle; Jolm Reinhart; Henry 
Reinhart; Mareus Wingert; Willis Riegle; Mrs. John Aliler; 
Luther EF, Ramsdell; John Mong; John Buek; Earl Buek; Tra 
Buek; Oliver Buck; C. D. Hussey; Charles Weighbright; Milton 
Crawford; A. W. Crawford; Mrs. Carrie W. Crawford; Mrs. 
August Petrie; Peter Breeunier; the David Miner estate and 
Thomas Gilbert ave among the largest landholders in China town- 
ship, and most of them live in Franklin Grove, The community 
is very wealthy. 

Franklin Grove from time immemorial has been dry territory. 
It is a chureh loving and chureh going comunity. 

The Dunkards here are very mmnicrous, and theirs is the largest 
ehureh in the village. costing 7,000, Rev. Cyrus Suters is the 
clergyman. The M. E. church cost $10,000. Rev. A. BE. Ulrich 
is pastor. The Presbyterian cost $8,000. Rev. R. L. MeWherter 
isthe pastor. There is also a German Lutheran ehurch here. All 
the ehureh buildings are frame; but architecturally speaking, they 
all are beautiful. 

The camp-meeting and assembly grounds here ave features of 
great importance in chureh life. The grounds contain fifteen 
acres, Thereon are forty or fifty eottages permanently bit. 
Annually large nuinbers bring their tents and famihes and make a 
sunmer outing here. To those who do net care to take the trouble, 
there is situated convemently, a boarding hall with sleeping apart- 
ments above. The average attendance on Sundays at the camp- 
meetings is 750. On big Sundays as many as 10,000 people have 
been present. The camp-meeting occupies July: the Chautauqua, 
August. The assembly hall seats 2,000 comfortably. A. M. 
Newcomer of Mount Morris, is the superintendent; Andrew IF, 
Dierdori ;.C, Pave: 1, Ritnus: Rottert Adams: Fred Lk Stone: 
A. B. Peterbaugh; N. G. VanZanat, are directors: A. I, Ulrich, 
secy. and treas. J. M. Phelps is president, and W. B. Doble is 
vice president. 

The grounds primarily were designed for eamp-mecting pur- 
poses, and in earlier vears, these meetings were attended by thou- 
sands of people. Noted preachers always have been present to 
preach, which in Javge measure carried the Chantanqua features, 
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Far and wide Ivanklin Grove has been known for vears, for its 
successful camp-meetings. 

Rev. A. M. Sehoonmaker was the founder of this suceessful 
institution. His faith was sublime. In 1883 he went ahead and 
built the buildings. He bought the ground and platted it into lots. 
Jt was an instant sueecess. Hor twenty miles around the people 
flocked to the meetings. When the Chautauqua feature came 
west, these grounds so readily adapted themselves to its purposes, 
that after a seasonable period from the adjournment of the camp- 
meetings, franklin Grove was placed in the cireuit and its annnal 
features are of the very highest quahty. 

The Franklin Grove Bank enjoys a remarkable record. Since 
it Was organized in 1889, the original officers have been reelected 
annually, exeepting only the rare cases of death. I believe the 
only death has been that of Conrad Durkes. It is a very rieh 
bank, with deposits above 8300,000. 

its officers ave: John D. Lahman, president; W. C. Durkes, 
viee president; S. A. Durkes, cashier; Robert Johnson and Chris- 
tian Gross, besides the officers named, are directors. 

The business men are all substantial men, and nearly every 
one has been engaged here a lifetime; C. D. MTussey perhaps the 
longest. Lis father was one of the very earliest settlers of the 
township and Mr. Hussey lives on the old homestead to this very 
day, just on the edge of town. He is in the limber and coal trade. 
M. V. Peterman is another lifelong merchant of the place. Drv 
goods exclusively are sold by him, LL. A. Trottnow has one of the 
best grocery stores in Lee county. He is tremendously active in 
business hfe. He is interested in every movement that will 
impreve the village. He is a power. The genial postmaster is 
James TH. Lincoln. The Phenix Hotel is managed by Mrs. Lou 
AZocller, A. WKullmer is proprietor of the bakery and restaurant. 
Frank PD. Kelly has a large dry goods and hardware business: 
George Ives’ ding store is one of the best in the county. Ed TB. 
Lott has the meat market; Frank Maronde, hardware; Phillips 
Bros., barbers; George Westfield, barber shop; IT. N. Brattan, 
furniture and undertaking; Robert Jacobs, livery: A. Meredith, 
ice cream and confectionery; TT. W. Dysart is one of the big grain 
buyers of the county. Tle also sells seeds, flour and feed. The 
Farmers’ elevator, run by FE. A. Pegram, manager, is the other 
elevator, and also sells seeds and grain: coal too. In the neighbor- 
hood of 600,000 bushels of grain is marketed here per anmun. J. 
S. Tompkins has the paint, oil and wall paper store; G. W. Ling. 


HISTORY OF LES COUNTY 29 


feed sheds; William Trottnow, shoe repairing; Andrew Dicrdortt, 
real estate and Juans; O. E. O. Orner, farm imiplements; Will 
Miller, harness; Linnie Bratton, ‘‘Home Restaurant’?; John 
Maronde, shoes; Henry A. Dierdorff, plumbing and heating estab- 
lishment; Joho Welly, blacksmith; Henry Sunday, iniplements 
and blacksmithing; Charles Howard, cement blocks; vank Lager, 
jeweler; Charles Hunt, harness; H. C. Stultz, grocer; Fred 
Blocher has a remarkably tine clothing store; New Colonial 
Theatre, J. C. Cook, proprietor; Glenn Wright, pool and billiards. 

Way back to the days of Dr. Hewitt, Franklin Grove abways 
has been provided with the best of surgeons. Dr. FF. M. Barker; 
Dr. W. C. Smith, Dr. Adam Grim. Dentist: Dr. W. L. Moore. 
Veterinarians: J. H. Rest and William Elepfir. 

The Sterling Tea & Produce Co., Bert Morgan, manager, does 
an enormous business in poultry and eges and ice. 

Societies and club life always have been features of this vil- 
lage. Franklin Grove Lodge 2264, A. F. & A. M., is very pros- 
perous. So too Nathan Whitney Chapter 129. Officers of the ble 
lodge ave: Charlee sells, Wea WW. la Wooo, 8... -G. ms. Lees, 
J. Wie G. 1D. Glwek, Treas., N. A. Whitey, Saeretary; J. I. 
Desart, Tyler. Othe Chapter: -). Rol vehrt, FL. Paes Ik. North- 
rip, is,2 Hoke, Scribes i A.Grim, Preas. N. A.V int- 
nev, Seev.; G. Lookingland, Sentinel. Of the O. E.S.: Mls. Nel- 
lie Stewart, WOM.: N. A. Whitney, 4¥. P.: Mrs, Katherine Gover, 
A. M.: Avs. Drucilla Banker, Conductress; Mrs. Mattie Ramsdell, 
Assoe, Conduetress; John W. Cover, Treas.; Annis ML. Roe, Seey. ; 
Mis. Carrie Rim, Ada; Miss Marjorie Grim, Ruth; Mis. Zilpah 
Peterman, Esther; Mis. Edna Trottnow, Martha; Mars. Lilla 
Dysart, Electa; Mis. Grace Remley, Chaplain: Mrs. Grace Stultz, 
Marshal; Mivs. Vera Gross, Warden; Fred C. Gross, Sentinel. 

Knights of Pythias, Grove Lodge 504: Foster Mattern, C. C.; 
Remit We bunth, Vo: Sinen De Reiners Prelate (irover 
Lott, AL. of A.; Robert W. Crawford, NL of W.; John W. Cover, 
Niece I; Mens W. Suuday, Me-of EL. Rebert Reamedall, 1. G.: 
Amos Wilson, O. G.; George E. Sehultz, K. of R. & S. 

The clubs, the Clio, the Priseilla, and the Sorosis, are very 
active and influential. Of the Clio it mav be said Chautauqna 
work is its specialty. Mrs. Nellie Hansen is president; Mrs. Jen- 
nie Sunday is vice president; Mrs. Maude Phillips. seeretary ; and 
Mrs. Grace Stultz is treasurer. The membership is limited toe 
twenty-five and it is filled. 
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Of the Priscilla Embroidery Club, Ms. Jennie Riegle is presi- 
dent; Ma's. Jennie Sunday is vice president; and Mrs. Hannah 
Voulon, secy. and treas. The membership is lunited to thirty, 
and filled. 

Of the Sorosis Club, Mis. Hannah Conlon is president; Mars. 
Klizabeth Crawford is viee president and librarian; and Miss Lula 
Miller, secy. and treas. Study for 1913-1914: ‘Taming of the 
Shrew”; ‘All’s Well That Jénds Well’’; ‘‘Comedy of E1vors.”’ 
Required reading: William Shakespeare; a critical study. Jim- 
ited membership: 20 active; 20 associate. Special days for Lh- 
nois and its Jaws; current events; American and other countries. 

Besides these, there are the M. W. A., the strongest order in 
the village, abont 200 members; the Stars of Equity; and the 
Mystic Workers. 

Grove City Camp No. 49: Cousul, Foster Mattern: Worthy 
_ Adviser, Robt. Ramsdell; Banker, Henry A. Dierdorff: Escort, 
Don C. Hussey; Clerk, William I. Miller; Watelmnan, Amel] Bet- 
tine; Sentry, Harold Nelly; three trustees, 8. D. Remly, W. O. 
Sunday, W. W. Phillips. Officers M. W. A. Camp. 

Mystic Workers of the World: Prefect, W. E. Trottnow; 
Monitor, Miss Marv Brown: Seey., Mis. Annis Roe: Banker, 8. A. 
Durkes; Marshal, Mas. Maud Phillips: Warder, Miss L. M. Weit- 
zel: Sentinel, N. A. Whitney; Supervisors, Mis. Harriet Ains- 
wo1th, Mrs. Hannah Conlon, Mrs. W. B. Holley. Membership 71. 


GALENA AVENUE, LOOKING FROM A POINT BETWEEN THE COURTIIOUSE AND 
THE NACHUSA HOUSE 


From an old photograph 
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CHAPTER: SEL 
DIXON 


In sneh a frontier outpost as was Dixon, in its very early 
years, the life of the settler night be said te have been more or less 
precarious, especially after the Indian war of 1832 and the threat- 
ened Winnebago outbreak of the vear following. Dangers, how 
ever from Indians were less to be feared than dangers from the 
thieves and counterfeiters and clain-jumpers, who songht the new 
conntry as an asylum, and for the purpose of plying their craft. 

In each commmnity associations were formed by settlers and 
these associations adopted constitutions and by-laws and amalga- 
nated themselves with the associations of other conmunities se 
that at a moment's notice, if the local body found itself unable to 
cope with the offenders, others reinforced still others. Tt was a 
sort of endless chain. 

Almost everything of local and general worth pertaining to 
Dixon, has been noticéd, except perhaps the Bull-Anderson claim 
jumping ineident. A poor settler in Sublette township was hold- 
ing down a claim. A neighbor named Anderson, who owed tim a 
grudge, came to Dixon and representing to one Bull, who bought 
claims onee in a while, that he was the owner of the claim, sold it 
to Bull and the latter at once stepped over to the United States 
land office and paving the money, entered it in his name. 

The moment the news reached Sublette precinet, the loeal 
association started to Amboy, where layvge reinforcements joined, 
and together the mass of men jonrneyed to Dixon to pay their 
respects to Bull, 1mocent of wrong as he was. Just south of 
Dixon the greater mumber of the committee tarried in the tim- 
ber while a committee went into the old Western Tlotel to get 
Bull. To represent Bull in the proposed trial, Messrs. Badger 
and Blaiy were chosen and, when Bull was ealled, he very natnr- 
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ally was indignant. Ile was picked up and passed over the heads 
of the people and thrown wneeremoniously mtoe a wagon. At 
this time the committee poured out from the woods. The wagon 
had started for the jail to lodge Bull there for safety. 

At that partienlar time the notorious Bridge, of Ogle county, 
was confined, pending his trial. Constable N. G,. H. Morrill when 
he saw the crowd, thought it had come over from Ogle 
to lynch Bridge, then in jail here, and he demanded that 
they release the prisoner to him. But Constable Mor- 
iil was tossed aside uneeremoniously. Bull at dast was 
enabled to vet a hearing and when Badger and Blair 
learned that he was a respectable man who at times bought 
Claims in a Jegitimate manner, he was aequitted and later the 
neighbor settled the account by giving to Bull his note for the 
money paid for the clann. But not all the defendants got off so 
-asily. Many were ordered out of the county and not one instance 
is recorded of the man who failed to go when ordered. The claim 
jumpers claimed that so long as title to the land was in the 
United States, there was no property in bare claims and so their 
sale was iNegal and after the claimant had abandoned the elaim, 
it was anvbody’s privilege to take it up. The ela jumpers 
somety held otherwise and subsequently the Legislature aeknowl- 
edged property rights in claims and sundry laws were passed to 
protect the claimant in those rights. 

hiv 1857 the elain asseciation was dried at Dixons Pemer 
and the following persons were made members by signing the 
agreement: Samuel C. MeCTure, Hugh Moore, John Chamberlin, 
Samuel Anthony, John Tf. Champlin, James Moore, A. Alenten, 
S.N. Anthony, Henry Soon, Cyrus Chamberlin, William G, Elder, 
Josiah Moore, J.D. Pratt, Robert Murray, Edwin W. Tine, Tsaae 
S. Boardman, J. B. Dills. Alanson Diekerman, Jolin Richards, 
Caleb Tallmadge, Charles Franks, Sinith Gilbraith, Ohver Ever- 
ett, foseply Crawford, Vimothsy 1. Miner, sanmel Of. Bawiian, 
Janies Went, Moses Crombie, Major Chamberlin, Daniel KNeons, 
Nehennah Unmtton, Tames M. Santee, William P. Burroughs, 
Thomas S. banner, Cliarvies [. Hubbard, Jolin Carr, Willan 
Criaham, iawn Basin, 6 WWetmlen Jo Caldwell. ale iaomine, 4h 
P. Dixon, John Dixon, J. Murphy, dames Evans, (by John Dixon, 
his agent), James W. Stephenson, John W. Dixon, Joseph Conrt- 
wieght, B. B. Browne, Samuel Johnson, Jesse Bowman, James 
Holly, Thoinas MeCahe, W. C) Bostwick, Jolin Wilson, John 
Bindon, ide WW. Hamilton, Ward hathhoune. aime! rien, 
Stephen Fuller and Jesse P. Bailey. 
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The reader will notice that this ist of names contained men 
from Galena to Peoria, and that Moses Crombie fron: Inlet, is 
ineluded. 

But very few of those men actually lived in Dixon, Most of 
them were hold-claius and when this large class of men came to 
the ferry on business, it then was a very busy place. 

During the Black Hawk war, a man, and army sutler, named 
Tilson, established himself in the Dixon cabin as sutler and 
trader and in the winter of 1833-4, John Ik, Robison taught the 
Dixon and Kellogg and one or two other children in one of its 
rooms. 

Ogee built the tallest part of this cabin, of hewn logs and this 
was the part used by John Dixon for merchandising purposes, 

When My. Dixon bonght the ferry from Ogee, this upright 
portion was all that was built. Immediately upon taking posses- 
sion, Mr. Dixon built a double cabin of rough logs close to it. Sub- 
sequently when he finished the block house portion and made it 
habitable, he joined it to his double cabin by a connecting portion 
of spht shakes. 

The root was built of shakes; the chimneys were built of stone, 
partly on the outside of the house, A small lean-to was built on 
the north side, which latter was used for a kitehen. 

By looking at the picture of it presented in this book. a small 
biilding will be noticed on the north side of the river. This 
was the fort built by Zachary Tavlor and his regulars while 
eneamped duving the Black Tlawk war. It was built for the pur- 
pose of protecting the ferry during the war and be named it Port 
Dixon. This building was rather longer than wide. Arornd it 
port holes were left through which to fire in ease of attack. 

Ayvound all this, an embankinent of earth was thrown about 
five feet high and covering a square of ground about 500 feet. The 
fort stood about 350 feet north of the present north end of the 
bridge and about seventy-five feet to the westward. 

Up until about the vear 1843 the old fort stil] stood. Phe old 
Galena stage road ran to the westward along this south embank- 
ment and between it and the river. Then it turned at the south- 
west corner of the embankment and traversed a northwesterly 
course through Ogle and Carroll counties and on into Jo Daviess 
county. To this very day, the old diagnoal road is used for a con- 
siderable distance throneh Carroll county between Milledgeville 
and Lanark and T have traveled it many times. 
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TIns old log house, the first to be erected in Dixon, faced south, 
being placed at a shyght angle to the river and directly across the 
old trail from Peoria, now Peoria avenue. It stood about 200 feet 
from the river. The next honse built in Dixon stood immediately 
to the east of the corner now occupicd by the Citw National Bank, 
on the spot on whieh the directors’ rooms rest today. It was a log 
building, bult by James P. Dixon, and was about sixteen feet 
square, with a small lean-to built against its cast side. In this 
building the postotfice was located when Mr. John Dixon was 
postmaster, This house disappeared about the vear 1855, Some 
have maintained that the old north side bloek house stood natil 
that vear, but this is a nustake. In the vear 1836, onr first regn- 
Jar merchants, Chapman & ILamilton opened their store in the 
block house part of the original mansion and Father Dixon who 
had done a limited amount of trading and had continued to run 
the ferry, removed to his claim, a few rods sonthwest of what now 
is the Chicago and Northwestem: passenger station. 

In the autumn of 1836, the size of the place had increased by 
the appearance of the first frame house built by Jude W. Hamil- 
ton, the merehant just aeross the street from Mr. James P. 
Dixon’s house. As a matter of fact, the little house had been 
erected in 1835. It was a little mite of a thing; not more than 
fifteen or eighteen feet across the front and perhaps twenty 
feet running baekward to inelnde the little kitehen built on 
its north side. Another house whieh in 1836 had been 
built was the one binlt in 1835 by James Wilson for a 
blacksmith shop and whieh has been more particularly 
deseribed in that portion of this work apportioned — to 
the courts held early in the county while we were a part of 
Ogle county. Another log building, afterwards eovered with sid- 
ing, Was Jocated on the southwest corner of River and Crawford 
strects. Ft was built by a Doctor Forrest, who was the original 
claimant of the subsequent Woodford farm up the river on the 
north side. Subsequently Smith Galbraith lived in it and one of 
the old settlers made the statement that when he reached Dixon, 
he handed over all the money he possessed, $800, to Smith Gil- 
braith to keep for hin, because the house was the only one that 
hada cellar, and cellars those days were considered impregnable, 
Later this house became a saloon named ‘Phe Hole in the Wall.’ 

One Colonel Johnson kept boarders or private tavern ina log 
building built on the southeast comer of Galena avenue and River 
street where the Eli Baker Jiilding stands today. 
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Such were the physical proportions of Dixon im the autumn 
of 1836, not a very healthy six-veay old! 

At the same time the census showed the following residents 
ot Dixon: James P. Dixon, Peter MeKenney, Samuel Julie 
son, Jude W. Haniulton, James B. Bary and Edwin W. Ifine. 
These gentlemen had families here with them. The remainder 
of the census, wunarried were, Dr. Oliver Everett. Sith Gil- 
braith, James Wilson, Daniel B. MehKenney, who was a member 
of Peter Melkennev’s family. On farms immediately contignous 
there lived Stephen Fuller, Caleb Palhnadge, le. W. Covell, John 
Dixon and George A. Alarshall. 

There was not merchandising enough im those days to make 
it profitable. Tavern keeping was the most lucrative business of 
the early days and that accounts for the seemingly large naiber 
of taverns which were to be found in the very newest settlements, 
and for that matter, all along the great thoroughfares lke the 
Chicago road. 

The first hotel built in Dixon was the Western, already men- 
tioned. It was opened in the winter of 1856-7 by Peter Melven- 
ney and Horace Thompson and that same old hostelyy stands 
today, on Hennepin avenne, next south of Beier’s bakery.  Sub- 
sequently it became known as the Mansion House, the Revere 
Hoonse and half a dozen other names. 

Over on what now is known as Adclheid Park, a townsite 
was platted called Burlington, and for a time it contained as 
many or more houses than Dixon. Stephen Fuller lived there 
when first he came to the country. In 1836 it still had three log 
houses, so that it will he seen that while the movement of people 
to a common center was slow, townsite speculators were active 
and very wide awake for the future. 

Two very important things happened in Dixon in the vear 
1834, for Dixon: the name of the postoffice was changed from 
Ogee’s Ferry to Dixon’s Ferry and the Government surveved 
what then was called Dixon township. 

Bitte return fo the year 1636; the six fannhes for a little 
while were reduced to four by the removal of two of them. Caleb 
Tallmadge lived on the Peoria road, a mile south of town, E. W. 
Covell and George A. Martin lived on claims on the north side 
of the river, Joseph Crawford lived on his elaim in the bend of 
the river from the day he Janded in Dixon ijn the vear 1885. And, 
too, the vear 1836 was the vear Stephen Fuller was living in Bur- 
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lington. While Thompson and Mcelkenney operated the West- 
ern, they also managed the old tavern in the Dixon mansion. 

Considerable mystery has been allowed to accunmulate 
around the location of the old Phenix House, whieh in the early 
day was built here. Jn the vear 1837 the old Rock River House 
was built on River street, about fifty feet west of the southwest 
corner of Galena avenue and River street. It was run first by 
Crowell and Wilsen, then by George [lolly and Isaac Robinson; 
afterwards in 1846 it was destroyed by fire. 

About the year 1840 followed the famous old Dixon House, 
built on First street at the southeast comer of the alley between 
Galena and Hennepin avenues. This was built by Henry Mclen- 
ney, father of Uriah Mehennev of this city, and was run as the 
Dixon House until about the vear 1855, possibly 1857, when it 
was mnoved around to the spot occupied at this time by the KE. J. 
Countryman store on the west side of Galena avenue. There it 
remained as a hotel, rim under many names until it was torn 
down by the purchaser, I. B. Countryman, who built the present 
Countryman store there. 

Tn the vear 1837 the first dry goods store was opened by 
Samucl M. Bowman & Co., on the southwest eorner of River and 
Galena. This firm continued in business there until the winter 
of 1839-40 when Joseph T. Little and 8. G. D. Howard opened 
the second dry goods store in the building. Bowman, by the bye, 
made the first temperanee speech in Polo which ever was deliy- 
ered in this part of the country. 

On River street, a Frenehman named Calneze, kept a grocery 
store in 1838-9, from which he seld candles of unusual length, 
and whieh, according to tradition, contained whiskey. This 
building was loeated east of the corner of Galena avenue and 
subsequently was oceupicd by Elias Bovey as his lumber office, 
and has been referred to as The Hole in the Wall. 

Jn 1837 the number of families in Dixon had inereased to 
thirteen and Dixon considered herself a very likely place. In 
the vear 1843, when incorporation was desired, Dixon had forty- 
four voters, every one of whom east his vote in favor of ineer- 
poration. By the vear 1845, the place had a population of 400, 

The vear 1840 was a great vear for Dixon. Through the 
instrimentality of Mr. Dixon, the land offiee was removed from 
Galena to Dixon. The removal was the sensation of the state. 
Tn 1888 Father Dixon had been appointed Comnniissioner of 
Tnternal Tmproevements, a great honor, and from his appoimt- 
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ment he was presumed to carry considerable weight in Illinois 
polities, but to secure the removal of the land office seemed 
incredible for a long time. 

At that time Colonel John Dement was receiver of the land 
office, and with the removal to Dixon of Ins office he was coi- 
pelled to come along. This vear was an important one in secur 
ing Colonel Dement; just as important a factor in the life of the 
town as the land office. Indeed, if the removal brought Dement 
here, it did a vast amount for Dixon. For fifty vears the name 
of Colonel John Dement was most powerful. Active in politics 
always, he commanded a vast amount of influence, and that influ- 
enee always was exerted first for the interests of Dixon before 
he permitted himself to consider his own interests. 

At this point it may well be said that the name Dixonville, 
applied sometimes to this place, was so apphed without any license 
whatsoever. The postoffice was named Dixon’s Ferry, then 
Dixon, Many men of learning, notably United States Senator 
Young, addressed letters to Father Dixon at Dixonville, but the 
superseriptions always contained the real name of the postoffice. 
The name Dixonville came to be used a little because certain map 
men, hearing the name, applied by rumor to the place, mimedi- 
ately placed it on their maps. T have the various maps which 
contained this name, Naturally, frequent reference to the maps 
gave the observer the false idea that this place was named Dixon- 
ville, but after a little while the map men learned their mistake 
and correeted it in all future maps. 

Attracted by reports of the beauties of Rock River, a number 
of persons of enltivated tastes, of leisure, refinement and eonsid- 
erable property, closed out their holdings in the eastern states 
and migrated to Dixon. The number included, too, others, who 
had been affeeted by the terrible panie of 1887. Among the num- 
ber were the Grahams, the Charters, the Lawrences, the Ronndys, 
the Zimmermanns, the Reardons, the Strongs, John Shillaber and 
many others. These people were all people of rave edueation. 
Some had considerable means and they surrounded themselves 
with almost feudal establishments. Al] were lavish entertainers. 
Some had been army officers, some had been sea captains. Proh- 
ably the best known was Governor Alexander Charters, a rare 
old Trish gentleman, originally from County Antrim, Treland. 

Along in other pages of this book the important features of 
Dixon’s history have been related. The details of unmiportant 
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daily events should have no place in history, vet to satisfy the 
grub, some of them must be picked up and mentioned. 

Jn 1840 the population of Lee county was 2,035. Dixon pre- 
elinet had 725; 125 persons in the latter were farmers, 17 in 
merchandising, 55 im mannfacturing, sawmills principally: 12 
professional men and one school with 30 pupils. 

November 6, 1845, Friendship Lodge, A. F. & A. AL, No. 7, 
was chartered by the Kentucky grand lodge. The first officers 
were Sammnel Johnson, W. Sl.; BE. G. Nichols, 8. W.; W. A. Mer- 
Pitt), We dl olmPAmnr, teas, AS arin, ceva: Mle Po hers 
&. De Alin Humphrey, J; 0: 

In 1845 the population of Lee had inereased to 3,282. Dixon 
had six kuvvers, four chureh societies, one church building, one 
select and one district school with combined attendance of sixty 
pupils. There were 149 school children under twenty vears old; 
three physicians, five dry goods and three grocery stores, four 
blacksmith shops, three wagon shops, three tailors, two shoe- 
makers, one painter, two cabinet makers, two saddle and harness 
shops, one bakery, two hotels, one the old Western, kept by Aaron 
L. Porter, and the Phenix, on River street. There also was a 
young inen’s vec. Whe population of Dixon was 400. dn 
1846 the first big fire swept away the store of Stiles and Eddy, 
on the southwest corner of Galena and River streets, and the 
Phemx Hotel, Just a little to the west, were Durned. 

In the autumn of 1846 Dixon’s first briek bloek was built in 
Dixon; two stores of two stories and attie were built on the north 
side of First street, where today it stands adjoining the Union 
block on the west. James and Horace Benjamin built the west 
one and A. T. Murphy the east one. 

Tn the attic of the Murphy building the first Odd Fellows’ 
lodge was organized and its ieetings were held there for a long 
while. Until stairs were built later, a ladder was used to reaeh 
the rooms. 

The first corporation to he organized in Lee county was ‘The 
Dixon Totel Company” iv 1837. The names of the imeorpora- 
tors will be found in the followme letter from Seeretary of State 
Woods; its objects as well: 

duly 19, TOI. 
Frank E. Stevens, Dixon, TI. 

Dear Sir:—In answer to vour inquiry withont date just 

received, voi are advised that “NTNON HOTEL COSIPANY 
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was incorporated by special Act of the Legislature in 1837. The 
laay is to be found on paee 242 of the’ Private laws of 1857." 

The names of the incorporators and powers granted are set 
forth in the following sections: 

See. 1. Be it enacted by the people of the State of Mlinois, 
represented in the General Assembly, That Jolin Atehison, 
James Evans, Charles 8. Boyd, Win. C. Bostick, Charles Chap- 
mai, Jol Dixon, Smith (ulbraith, Jamies 1?, Dixon, L. &. buf, 
John Brown, and Samuel Johnson, their associates and sue- 
cessors, be and they are hereby constituted a body politie and 
corporate, under the name of the ‘Dixon Hotel Colpany,”” to 
be located in the town of Dixon, Ogle county; and by that name 
shall have power to contract and be contracted with, and may 
sue and be sned, plead and be impleaded, answer and be answered 
unto, in all courts having competent Jurisdiction, and shall be 
vested with all the powers and privileges necessary to the object 
of theiy incorporation, as are hereimafter defined and hiuited. 

Sec. 2. The said company Shall have power and be capable 
of holding, purchasing. improving, selling, and conveying any 
estate, real or personal, for the use of said corporation; second, 
to improve or erect buildings on the same; third, to rent, lease, ov 
eceupy anv or all sueh Jands belonging to said company for a 
term not exceeding the limits of this charter; Provided, That the 
real estate, owned by said company, shall not exceed one quarter 
section of land, exeept such as may be held as collateral seeunity 
for debts due said company, or may hecome the property thereof 
by virtue of such indebtedness. 

A certified copy of this Act will cost $2.50, 

Yours truly, 
Harry Woods, 
Seeretary of State. 

Nearly all the names are familiar to Dixon people. T eannot 
see where this corporation had any lawfil right to issue money, 
vet it will be seen that Nicholas Biddle of the famous United 
States Bank reeeived money in bits from it. An illustration of 
one of the pieces which came inte the editor’s possession is repyo- 
dueed in this book. 

The pame of 1837 killed it, prohably. Tt wonld he very inter- 
esting to know just how this money eame to be issued. 

The foundation was laid for the Dixon Hotel on ereund, sub- 
stantially, where the Nachusa TTouse stands today. 
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And while engaged in picking odds and ends, it nav be well 
to introduce, at this point, a list of all of Dixon’s postmasters 
No correct list ever before has been presented: 

Ogee’s Ferry Ol. Cay CEst.), Slay 25, 1829+ ian 
changed, No. 23, 1833. Dixon's Ferry—John Dixon, Nov. 23, 
1Sae; Pitith Gilbiath, Oct. 17, 1837; Janes 7, Dixons Mae Is, 
184]; naine changed, Aug. 29, 1848. Dixon—James MeKenney, 
Aug. 29, 1843; Abram Brown, Feb. 14, 1845; David H. Birdsall, 
April 1, 1846; Anderson 'T. Murphy, Sept. 19, 1849; Joseph H. 
Cleaver, Dec. 1, 1852; Eli B. Baker, Sept. 6, 1854; James L. 
Camp, April 2, 1861; Maiv A. Canip, Dee. 20, 1883: Jamies 3B. 
Charters, April 5, 1887; Benj. F. Shaw, Dee. 23, 1891; Michael 
Maloney, Jau. 23, 1896; Benj. F. Shaw, Jan. 29, 1900; Win. L. 
Frye, Dee. 20, 1909. 

In August, 1849, manufacturing interests were reaching out 
and we find a petition made to the county commissioners’ court 
asking fora jury to settle on damages to Jands upstream to result 
from the proposed building of a dam across Roek river. This 
was the first proposal to liarness the river. In the fall of 1846 
and winter of “47 a tall bridge was built across Rock river on 
Ottawa strect. The March 20th freshet of 1847 took out the 
north half. During the smmmer Lorenzo Wood and Luther I. 
Towner contracted for $2,000 te rebuild the bridge two feet higher 
than before; and they did. The directors of this Roek River 
Bridge and Dam Company were John Dement, Oliver Everett, 
John Dixon, Michael Fellows, Otis A. Eddy, J. B. Brooks, James 
P. Dixon and Horace Preston. In the spring of 1849 the iee 
took out the south half of the bridge. Once more the bridge was 
rebuilt and m 1855 it was taken out again by the ice. Tmme- 
diately another was proposed and it was Jnilt by Coutractor 
Zachariah Luckey on Galena street. In 1857 the two north spans 
of the bridge went out and in 1867 more dimage was done by ice. 
March 7, 1868, the entire bridge was taken out by ice aud the two 
south spans of the Hlinois Central Railvoad bridge were swept 
away by ice. A temporary frame bridge was built ane Jan. 
21, 1859, the beautiful Truesdell iron bridge was dedicated. On 
Sunday forenoon at just about the hom the churches had been 
closed after morning serviee, there oeeurred in) Dixon a most 
fearful tragedy. While loaded with people witnessing a publie 
baptism in the river, on its north bank and to the west of the 
bridge, this Truesdell bridge collapsed and killed outright Miss 
Katie Sterling, Miss Melissa Wilhehn, Miss Margaret O’Brien, 


THE DIXON (TRUESDALE) BRIDGE, ON THE DAY OF TTS DEDICATION 
It fell May 4, 1873, killing 43) persons 
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Miss Nettie Hill, Miss Ida Vann, Miss Ida Drew, Miss Agnes 
Nixon, Miss Bessie Rayne, Miss Lrene Baker, Miss Emily Deimn- 
ing, Miss Lizzie MacKay, Miss Millie 1offinan; Mis. J. W. Latta, 
Mis. H. T. Noble, Mavs. Benjamin Gilman, Mrs. W. W. Tooke, 
Mrs. Carpenter, Mlvs. James Goble, Mis. Elias Hope, Mrs. I. 
Wallace, Mis. E. Petersberger and daughter, Alle, Mis. Thomas 
Wade, Mis. Henry Sillman, Mrs. William Merriman, Mrs. C. 
W. Kentner, two children of Mars. Llendrieks, Misses Clara and 
Rosa Stackpole, George W. Kent, Frank Hamilton, Edward 
Doyle, Thomas Haley, Robert Dyke, Jay R. Mason. Those who 
died very soon from wounds sustained were Mrs. Philip M. 
Alexander, Alvs. William Vann, Svs. Charles Marcel and Drs. 
W, Wileox. 

A wooden Lowe truss bridge was built at a cost of $18,000 and 
the present iron affair succeeded that. 

On July 27, 1848, Dixon Ludge, T. O. O. F., was organized 
in the attic of the Murphy building, and it is one of the many 
prosperous lodges in the city. T have thought many times that 
Dixon was ‘lodged’? to death. The Elks, however, seem to be 
so strongly intrenched in the affections of the members that no 
rivalry can reduce its membership, now nearly 500. A ehh 
house costing $35,000 has been built of brick on the old Doctor 
fverett lot, the northeast corner of Second street and Ottawa 
avenne. 

The Knights of Columbus is the voungest lodge; it has a very 
large membership, and so does the Woodmen lodge. 

When the vear 1850 is reached, we find the population of Lee 
county to have increased to 5289. On Feb. 19, 1849, the 
Legislature had provided us with a township organization law 
and in 1850 Paw Paw or Wvoming, Brooklyn, Harmon, Lee Cen- 
ter, Bradford, Fremont (now China), Amboy, Hamilton, Dixon 
and Palmyra had been organized. 

On Way 1, 1851, Vhe Dixon Telegraph and Dee County 
Ifevald, the first printed paper in Lee county, appeared. 
Charles R. Fisk was the publisher, Benjamin F. Shaw was the 
editor and James C. Mead, Henry K. Strong and John Moore 
were compositors, Off and on for varving periods, Mr. Shaw 
was with the paper until his death, and the same Telegraph, under 
the ownership and management of Mrs. E. E. Shaw and the edi- 
torship of George Shaw, a grandson, is issued today, daily and 
semi-weekly. <A great many papers have come and gone since 
that far away date: suffice it to say, we have today The Telegraph, 
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The Daily News, both republican; The Weekly Citizen, demo- 
eratic; aud but lately, The Daily Leader, a progressive paper, has 
acquired a plant and very soon will issue a daily. 

In 1854 the cholera swept over the county and took from this 
connnumty thirty-four between June 20 and August 7, 

During this period lots i Dixon were selling at) fabulous 
figures. <A tirst-class boom was doing its work. <A telegraph 
office had been established and real railroads were promised. In 
1859 a city charter was adopted. 

On Jan. 10, 1836, the Galena & CIieago Union Railroad 
Company was incorporated. To seeure money the first meeting 
was held in Rockford Nov. 28, 1845. Then it was the design 
to rim from Chicago to Galena. In September, 1847, the engi- 
neers were put to work, and the eastern part of the new road was 
run along the Chicago and Dixon read to the Des Plaines. Strap 
rails were used between Klgin and CIneago, December 15, 1848, 
the road was finished to the Des Plaines, ten miles. 

The Pioneer had been prrehased Mareh 5, 1849. On Sept. 
1, 1853, forty-five miles of the Dixon & Jowa Central had 
been built. On Dee. 4, 1854, the Dixon Air Line had been 
built into Dixon, sixty-eight miles from Turner Jnnetion. At 
approximately the same time the Tllinois Central was built into 
Dixon. In 1880 this read forwarded 3,668 cars and received 
1,208. Its ticket sales were $33,170.10. For the vear just past 
over ¥100,000 were collected here fox passenger tickets and over 
$400,000 for freight charges; the best reeord on the road. The 
freight colleetions show in the vear an increase of $100,000 for 
the vear. 

MANUFACTURING 


It would be insufferably tedious to go haek and insert the 
many little items which showed our efforts to build up manutfae- 
turing plants. Col. John Dement, one of the most enterprising 
men Dixon ever had, began in the early “50s the manufacture of 
plows. TTe also jomed Moses Jerome in the manufacture of 
flax bageing and until Congress removed the tariff on jute hun- 
dreds of boys and girls were given employment by the flax mills. 
Maj. O. J. Downing was the pioneer in flax bagging, entering a 
partnership with Jerome as Jerome & Downing: then the firm 
beeame Jerome & Dement and then John Dement. TTenry TD. 
Dement and Jacoh Spielman opened another on the north side 
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of the race. Wood Brothers operated for a long time a woolen 
mill and then a flouring mill. The mills of Becker & Under- 
wood turned out flour that sold from eoast to coast, but an 
explosion put them out of Jisiness two or three times, the last 
time forever. William Uhl was an old-time miller, too. 

Now we have no flouring mills, but over on the north side, in 
Swissville, we have the greatest milk factory in the world, owned 
by the Bordens. This splendid plant was built by George IL. 
Page in 1888 for the Anglo-Swiss condensed milk factory. — 1Te 
built the best plant in the world then, fully expecting to retin 
to his hovhoed home to spend the vest of his life: but pnemnonia 
took him off and later when the two big conmpanies made their 
trades of certain interests, this plant went to the Bordens. Con- 
densed milk and eandy are made here for the general trade. 
Ralph W. Chureh is siperimtendent. wo hundred and_ fifty 
people are emploved here. The milk of 5,500 cows is constmed 
every dav and the amount of money paid out approximately in 
Dixon every vear is $400,000. Thirty thousand tin boxes are 
used to box this produet. From three to four million pounds 
of caramels are shipped annually. The Central Machine Shops 
here make all the machinery for all other plants and the Central 
Can Shops make all the cans for the other shops. 

The eement plant ocenpies the biggest place in our affairs. 
W. E. Wuerth is the superintendent and there is not a single 
ingredient or a single cogwheel needed in the manufacture of Tis 
product but he knows all about it the stant his attention is called 
to the same. It is reported that he is the hest cement man in the 
world, and in all his vast plant, if called upon te go in the dark 
to repair a break, he can do it. The name of this concern is the 
Sandusky Portland Cement Co. (of Sandusky, Ohio). T believe 
the Medusa brand is the speeialty of this plant. Abont 300 men 
are kept working here all the time. The plant rns twenty-four 
honrs per day and 365 days in the vear. During the past vear 
1,730 cars of coal were burned, whieh will approximate 86,000 
tons. Jfour thonsand nine hnndred and forty ears of produets 
were shipped last vear to Towa, Dakota, Wiseonsin and 
Minnesota. But most of it goes to T[llinois. To give an 
idea of the enormous business whieh this great concern 
does, let me state that it paid our taro railroads last vear 
the enormous stun of $89,000 for freight on coal alone. The total 
eoal bill was $165,000. The annnal pay roll is $810,000, Tn 1906 
the company started to build. Tn the fall of 1907 it started its 
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furnaces. for the large tract of land owned by the company 
$300 per acre was paid. It lies along the east bank of Rock 
river and only a few days ago Fuller's Cave, known far and wide, 
was blasted. To load the stone upon trains, five steam shovels, 
monsters, ave used and five locomotives are used to pull those 
trains ;—all outside work. 

The buildings oceupy at least 1,000 feet square of ground. 
They are the most modern in the world. During the year past 
the company inereased its capacity 25 per cent and its 
output more. Another vast expenditure is for plaster. Over 
5,000 tons per vear are used at a cost of $13,000. It is a beauti- 
ful sight at night, when the dozen or more stacks are spouting 
fire. Asked if the company had enongh rock in sight to feed such 
vast appetites, Ma. Wuerth gave the assurance, ‘‘for tive hun- 
dred vears.”’ 

but recently the Brown Shoe Company has taken over the old 
Henderson plant and they are increasing their force all the time. 

The old Grand Detouy Plow Company, organized in 1837, is 
one of the rehable institutions of Dixon. Col. W. B. Brinton,,. 
the president, runs summer and winter and during many of the 
vears of drought that plow company was the only thing in Dixon 
besides the milk and cement plants that gave any employment 
to labor. 

Four vears ago Dixon began te mend. Semething like a dozen 
beautiful brick buildings were ereeted. The present vear the 
Dixon National Bank is finishing its beautiful five-story pressed 
brick building. In Maveh they expect to occupy it. 

The greatest prize that ever came to Dixon, however, was the 
location recently of the State Colony for Epilepties, whieh the 
Board of Adininistration located on the north side of Rock river. 
beginning with the F. Ee. Stevens traet upstream and coming down 
to nelnde the A. C. Warner traet. The first expenditure is to he 
$1,500,000, For this picee of rare good fortune we may thank 
ont present mawor, Col, W. B. Brinton, On Thursday mien, 
February 19, 1914, a banquet was tendered him in the Elks elnb 
by over five hundred citizens and friends. The beautiful homes 
of Dixon have been sig in story ever sinee 18387, when Willian 
Cullen Bryant came over to visit Goy. Charters. Space eannot 
be spared to eumnerate them. But the beauty spot of all bean- 
tiful Roek river was the river front tract just obtained hy the 
State and how fortunate it is that the poor sufferers may eujoy 
the brighest charms nature ever gave to man. 
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THE CHURCHES 


The Baptist church was legally organized Jan, 15, 1841, and 
here may as well follow the short church sketches. 

The nature of this work compels me to send to each locality 
a statement of each of the churches in Lee county. 

The history of the progress of the Lee comnty religious bodies 
is interesting. The earliest settlers of the county held strong 
religious convictions and it needed but the presenee of the church 
and the pulpit to attract them to chureh services, many times at 
tremendons sacrifices. Ministers of the Gospel in the early day 
reecived almost nothing for their services, vet it was expected of 
them to support themselves and the family. 

When Peter Cartwright received fifty dollars for his second 
year’s stated salary, he remarked that he considered he had made 
quite a vise in the world. If percentages were used to form an 
infallible judgment on the question of salarv raises, then Mr. 
Cartwright got an enormons raise, one hundred per cent. But 
when considered from fact instead of fignre, he only received a 
raise of $25, as $25 was his first vear’s emolument for the first 
vear of Illinois service. 

The early preachers came and went; they were on the move 
all the time. In fair and in foul weather, it was all the same; 
they traveled the cireuit, sometimes on foot, sometimes on horse- 
back. Sometimes they had food and shelter and more times they 
had not, vet in the face of hardships almost unendurable those 
pioncer men of God pushed forward with an enthusiasm alnost 
inconceivable at this distance. 

Sometimes exposure prostrated them with long sicknesses and 
instances like the one noticed in Lee Center are remembered 
where death cruelly snatched them away, in a strange land, far 
from friends and family; so very far that it was found impossthle 
to secure the presence of relatives at the fumeral. Hardship but 
inereased the fervor of those men. At first it was the enstom 
for two or more communities to group themselves together, as for 
instance the first religious services for Dixon were held at Bnf- 
falo Grove by residents of Dixon’s Ferry and Buffalo Grove. 
By resolution adopted at the first meeting, held in Bnftalo Gvoye 
May 28, 1838, the name of this first ehureh was named **The Reg- 
mar Baptist Chureh of Dixon and Buffalo Grove.” 
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At that meeting, Elder Thomas Powell was chosen moderator 
and Howland H. Bicknell was ehosen elerk pre tem. Those who 
formed themselves into that church society were Rebecca Dixon, 
Sarah Kellogg, Elizabeth Bellows, Martha Parks, Jernsha Haim- 
mond, Ann Carley and H. H. Bicknell. Sixteen articles of faith 
were submitted and adopted and Mr. Bicknell was appoimted 
clerk of the church. Rey. Thomas Powell preached for the 
chureh, holding meetings in Dixon and Butfalo Grove until May, 
1840, and during that time he baptized about fifty members. On 
June 28, 1840, Barton B. Carpenter was appointed clerk, caused 
by removal of Bicknell, and on the same day he was presented to 
the chureh by a couneil consisting of Elders Powell of Vermillion- 
ville, Headly of Greenfield and B. Carpenter of Lyndon, and 
Brethren Andrew Moffatt of Greentield, Zenas Aplington of Buf- 
falo Grove, John W. Dixon and Elizabeth Dixon, both of Dixon, 
for ordination. He was examined, approved and ordained, and 
yequested to serve the ehureh as pastor, commencing his labors 
from the first of May. Fle served this congregation until its sep- 
aration into two distinet bodies, Dixon and Buffalo Grove, by 
mutual eonsent on April 16, 1842. On the separation, Mr. Car- 
penter continned to serve the Dixon chureh as pastor. By 1841, 
Dixon having gained on Buffalo Grove very rapidly, on Jan. 13, 
1841, the Dixon clhiveh had heeome known as the ‘* First Baptist 
Chureh of Dixon.”” The last surviving member of the omginal 
ehnreh was Mis. Martha Parks of Palmyra township, who died 
Sept. 2. 1898, 

The Saptist chureh in Dixon is a prosperous congregation 1m 
Dixon today, but in Buffalo Grove it disintegrated about 1848 
or 1850, 

Karly pastors occupying the pulpit have been, first of course, 
Mi. Carpenter, June, 1840, to October, 1844; Barton Carpenter, 
from Deeember, 1844, to Mareh, 1845; William Gates oeenpied 
the pulpit occasionally and Wilham Walker about forr months 
hetween Mareh, 1844, and April, 1847, when E. 'T. Manning heeame 
pastor for a vear; S. 8S. Martin heeame pastor in 1849 for a year; 
G. W. Benton supplied the pulpit fer about six months hetween 
Martin’s pastorate and August, 1851, when John E. Ball heeame 
pastor for ahout four vears; Anson Tueker took eharge in May, 
1855, and served cleven months: W. R. Webb followed in June, 
1856, and served over four vears: William @, Pratt followed in 
March, 1861, for a vear: W. 8S. Goodnow followed in September, 
1862, for two vears: J. TT. Pratt heeame pastor in Octoher, 1864, 
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and served over nine years. D. F. Carnahan followed in August, 
dott, and 0; P. bestor in Aueet, 1577, 

The first record of a Baptist chureh building is May 5, 1549: 
“The Baptist Meeting TTonse was this day dedicated to Almighty 
God; sermon by Rev. Jacob WKnall, of Rockford.” 

This building stood on the west side of Ottawa avenue, facmeg 
east, between First street and the alley running threngh the 
block. It was used by the Baptists until 1870, when the new ard 
present strmeture on Second street was built and dedicated. 

Tn the summer of 1845 a correspondent, writing for a Rock- 
ford paper, made the statement that at that time there were four 
congregations in Dixon, Methodist, Baptist, Episcopal and Con- 
eregational, and one ehureh structure, that ef the Methodists. bu 
the summer of 1843 this first Methodist chureh building was dedi- 
eated by Rev. John T, Mitchell. presiding elder. [ts cost was 
$4,000 and the hoard of trustees were O. F. Avres, J. P. Dixon, 
C. Edson, L. G. Wynkoop. Thomas MeCabe, J. Brierton and 
Samnel M. Bowman. 

The building is standing to this day upon its original site on 
Second street between Galena and Ottawa avennes, and is o¢en- 
pied as the residence of Dr. Marian White. 

For many vears after the Methodists had moved to their second 
ehureh building on Peoria avenne, the old first church bnilding 
was used as the high and grammar sehools, the high school above 
and the grammar school in the basement. 

Soon after the dedication of this Methodist chureh in 1843, a 
Union Sunday school was organized in the ehnreh, July lo. 1543, 
which had a membership of eight teachers and sixty scholars. A 
library of ninety volumes was collected. Of this Sunday school 
O. F. Avres was superintendent, Thaddens D. Boardman was 
secretary and J. W. Clute was hbrarian. 

During the vear 1854 the second chureh Dnilding was begun 
and work was carried forward on the same nntil it was finshed. 

The first parsonage, 24530, brick. was bmlt on Third street 
not far from the then Tllineis Central depot. 

The original cost of the second ehureh was $15,000. When 
finished in 1857 it was dedieated by Bishop Bowman. In 1870. 
1 and ‘76 improvements were made costing $2,700. 

Among the old-time clergymen have been in the order named, 
Robert Dunlap, Barton Cartwright, Tsaae Pool, Riley THlL Luke 
Hitcheocek, Richard Blanchard and Philo Judson, In 1842. Ang. 
3d. Melugin’s Grove and Tnlet were added to the Dixon ecirenit. 
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which already embraced Washington Grove, Light House Point, 
Jefferson Grove, Daysville and Paine’s Point. Philo Judson 
and W. Tf. Cooley were appointed circuit riders. Then came W. 
Milcox, David Brooks, &. P. Nes, @iiltun Haney, ks WEL. 
Brent, R. P. Lawton, William Pahner, Thomas North, James 
Baunic, J. W.. Agard, Willa SMelwaie, N. ?. iiegabh, lA. San 
fords Sota. lathrop, Of Bo Tine WEL. Smith, (eS. simi 
T. C. Clenning, George KE. Strowbridge, J. H. Brown, John Wil- 
hatson, Isaie Lincharver, ( kh. Van Horne and A. We Pattan. 
Rev. F. 1D. Stone is the present pastor. 

A Unitarian ehurch or society was organized in 1850. In 
1855 through the efforts of Judge John V. Hustace, Dir. Oliver 
Everett, George L. Herrick and the pastor, Rev. Kelsey, built a 
handsome frame building tw 1855. The congregation did not 
grow and very soon the building was torn down. 

On Sept. 29, 1854, the Congreeationalists organized a chureh 
society in Tixehange Halk There were the following members: 
Mr. cdi SK, Upliain, GW. Bartlet, 3...) bardent, seal 
Brooks, George D. Cox, Ma. and Mivs. Benjamin Gilman and Mr. 
and Ale. W. W. (nitis. Rev. S, D. Peet was the first mimster 
and remained until April, 1855. Others who served were 1). 
Temple wud EE. Wesley, 1b. DoGaiy, 8. Ik. Upham and Genjammn 
Gilman were deacons. The congregation worshiped in Exchange 
Hall until 1856, when they removed to a briek chureh abandoned 
by the Methodists when the latter oceupied their new chureh 
building. The Congregational Society did not survive long, dis- 
banding in 1858, when most of its menibers joined the Preshyte- 
man ehureh. 

In the vear 1854 the Cathole chureh was organized in Dixon 
by Father Mark Antony, with abont twenty-five members. For 
the first few months church services were held in the courthouse, 
Dut later in the same vear in the first church, a frame building, 
still standing on Fifth street. The pastors in this church, hegin- 
ning with Father Antony, have been Fathers Fitzgerald, Tiemey, 
Ford, Dr. Lightner, Kennedy, MeDermott, Thomas P. Hodnott. 
Rey. Michael Foley is the present priest and Father Donohne is 
the assistant. 

The present beautiful ehuveh building was built in the vear 
1872-5 and was dedicated in the latter veay. 

Later the building was damaged badly by fire, but in the same 
Vear it was rebinit. 
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From the congregation of twenty-five of the vear 1854, St. 
Patrick's church, Dixon, under the spintual guidance of F adie 
Michael Foley, has grown tu be by far the largest congregation in 
Lee county. 

This new building, built on Seventh street on a lot donated by 
John Reilly, cost over thirty thousand dollars. he bell, weigh- 
ing 2,500 pounds, cost $900. 

St. Paul’s Lutheran church of Dixen was organized August 20, 
1848. Rev. J. H. Burket was the first pastor and the first meet- 
mg was held in his barn in Dixon township. The fellowing is 
the roll of pastors and ther term oe Service te date: 

oevesd) JE. ee me iw 1850; *phraim Aller, D..D., 1850 
to 1852; *Charles Young Pio 1eo3; ° Walliain Uhl IS53 fo 1855 
aud 1856 to 1858; “Day a Sn: 13d) towlsnG. “Jl Guand: 
$55 te 1561; “J. KH. iseiser, 1862 to teG5; *4. A, Trimper, 1369 tw 
deny ine We hills, 1370 to 187 Ae, oe Wallte, DO Uy sis te 1870; 
L. ibipe, 1879 to 1885: * JO Mv Wuthranit, DoD. 1885 io 1895; 
'). I. Dornblaser, D. D., 1895 to 1905; W. L. Rutherford, 1904 to 
1910; Frank D. Altman, D. D., 1910,— 

The first chureh was built in 185 5 during the pastorate of Rev. 
Wnt Uhl. 

The second church was erected on present location in T868 
under Pastor Rev. A. A. Trimper, and dedicated in January, 1869. 
The cost of the building was about fifteen thousand dollars. 

The eee parsonage was erected im 1876, during the minis- 
try of Rev. 8.8. Waltz, D. D. Improvements were made to the 
chureh plane in 1898 minder the divection wf Rev. 7. I. co0m- 
blaser, D. D., pastor. The semi-eentennial jubilee was held 
December 16-19, 1898. The Sixteenth Biennial Convention of 
the Woiman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Seciety of the Gen- 
eral Synod in the United States was held in the church May 25- 
28, 1909. 

The present confirmed membership is 6355. -The enrolhnent 
of the Sunday sehool the past vear (1913) including Home De- 
partment and Cradle Roll was 580. Total contributions of the 
church for all objects during the vear over four thousand seven 
hundred dollars. The business affairs of the congregation are 
administered by a elmveh eouneil of ten men elected by the mem- 
bership. 

Dixon is indebted enormously to the Lutherans for buying 
the old farm along Rock river always coneeded to be the most 


*Deceased. 
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beautiful of all our scenie spots.This they converted into a Chau- 
tauqua or assembly grounds which Dr. Altman has told about 
herewith. I have included it with our chureli life. 


ROCK RIVER ASSEMBLY. 
By Rey. F. D. Altman. 


This institution had its beginning in the summer of 1887 at 
an annual pienie of Lutherans at Llazelwood, about three miles 
northeast uf Dixon. Rev. J. M. Ruthranff, at that time pastor 
of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Dixon, may properly be termed 
the father of the movement which has developed into the present 
annual Rock River Assembly. 

With the cooperation of others on this territory a stock com- 
pany was formed. Capital stock of 10,000 was subseribed in 
shares of $25.00 each, and in 1890 a charter was seeured from the 
state. Later the capital stock was increased to $20,000. ‘Thiee- 
fourths of the shares must be held by members of, or persons 
affiiating with the Lutheran Church. The management of the 
association is vested in a board of nine dircetors elected by the 
stockholders at the annnal mecting. The object of the Assembly 
corporation is to maintain and conduct annually on the premises 
of the assembly a Chautauqua, consisting more particularly of 
lectures, concerts, Bible conferences, round tables, religious 
services, aud sueh other entertaimments and exercises for the 
mental, moral and spiritual improvement of the community, also 
to afford proper reeveation and other advantages for its people. 
Tt is not for financial profit. Its officers and board of directors 
serve without colmpensation, and any excess of receipts above ex- 
penses is used in making impreyements upon the grounds and 
keeping up the standard of the talent cmploved. 

A beautiful tract of land coutaining about forty acres was 
secured, The location is along the north bank of Roek river adjoin- 
ing the eity of Dixon on the east. Here the river banks are high 
and extend ina ereat retiring enrve for half a mile. For camp- 
ing purposes the grounds are ideal. Nature has done its best 
furnishing an attractive and restful place. The singing of birds 
lends enchantment to the seene. while families of squirrels frohe 
fearlessly about the walks and drives and upon the branches 
overhead. 

But the superiority of Rock River Assembly is in its pro- 
grams. For over a quarter of a century it has won a unique place 


ST. PAULSS LUTIERAN CHURCH, DINON 


HISTORY .OF LEW COUNTY 351 


in the number of interesting and essential features presented. 
Some of the most famous lecturers and singers and characters of 
America and other lands across the sea have appeared on the 
assembly plattorm. ‘The aim of the management has been to 
bring within the vision and hearing of the people of this part of 
the state, the best talent along different Imes that could be pro- 
cured within reasonable limitations. 

The effert has been appreciated, and the assembly has devel- 
oped beyond all expectations until it has become a permanent m- 
stitution of the city of Dixon. Thotsands come every year to 
enjoy the splendid programs rendered and have an outing in 
nature’s quict and refreshing abode.  Tmprovements have been 
made gradually and extensively. On these grounds are a large 
civelar auditormun capable of seating 5,000 persons, numerous 
school and administration buildings and comfortable cottages; 
the Assembly Hotel, on the river front, with magnificent view, 
good accommodations at moderate expense. Klectric hehts are 
installed throughout the premises. Electrie cars bring the visi- 
tors to the gates. An abundant water supply, furnished in sani- 
tary perfection from artesian wells, is distributed upon the 
grounds for publie use. The outdoor sports, boating, tennis, cro- 
quet, base ball, fishing, swimming, can be enjoved to the extent 
of one’s capacity. For sixteen days each vear, beginning the last 
Saturday in July, the assembly affords a rich feast of good things 
for the people, the best which edueation, art and science have 
to offer. Rock River Assembly probably ranks third among the 
Chautanquas of America. The following are the nembers of the 
board of directors at this time, 1914: A. E. Thuminel, president ; 
Theo. Trouth, vice-president; H. M. Rasch, seeretary; W. KE. 
Trein, treasurer; A. A. Krape, C. Kh. Derr, A. L. Geisenheimer, 
Geo, W sbrinier, F. D. Alinian. 


Saint LvKe’s Cuurca, Drxon. 
By Rev. A. B. Whiteombe. 


The first services in Dixon were held by Right Reverend Phi- 
lander Chase, D. D., Bishop of Mhinois in 1857, soon after his con- 
seeration. He had made a visit to Grand Detour, at that time a 
prosperous village. and finding a few people at what was then 
ealled Dixon’s Ferry he stopped over for a serviee. Soon after a 
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priest, the Reverend James De Pui, was settled here, but just 
when he came or when he went away are uneertain dates. 

In 1845 Rev. Abraham J. Warner was appointed missionary 
at Grand Detour and parts adjacent. He held regular services 
in Dixon, Sterling, Elkhorn Grove and other places. 

Fyrom 1851 to 1858 the services were held by missionariés gen- 
erally located at Grand Detour, whose names eannot be ascer- 
tained. 

In 1858 a parish organization was effected by the cleetion of 
the following wardens and vestrymen. <A small frame chureh 
was erected on Peoria avenue, near Third street. In 1871 the new 
stone church was built. and consecrated on October 18, 1872. The 
rectors of the ehurch have been as follows: The Reverends John 
Wilkinson, Abraham J. Warner, George C. Street, James W. 
Coe, H. H. De Garno, D. W. Dresser, D. D., William A. Wil- 
lams, Marison Byllesby, Samnel Edson, W. Henry Jones, Wil- 
ham W. Steele, John Wilkinson, Henry ©. Granger, John C. 
Sage, John M. Ericeson, Albert B. Whitcombe. 


CHAPTER SATE 
EAST GROVE TOWNSHIP 


Hamilton’s immediate neighbor to the east, was nearer the 
Peoria trail, and so was much sooner settled. In the thirties David 
Welty, while building his log honse just over the line in Marion, 
lived in East Grove. When set off in 1865, Fenwick Anderson was 
elected first supervisor. 

Tn 1836 “Squire”? Charles Falvey purchased a claim from one 
Wilham 'T. Wells, and the next vear he moved npen it, the nerth 
14 of section 54, in a grove, from which the township derived its 
nane. Over in Marion, six niles away, lived his nearest neighbor, 
a Mr. Robinson, who in 1839, sold Ins claim to David Welty. Mr. 
Falvey lived right there until the dav of his death, with brief 
exceptions when he stepped over into Burean county to lands he 
owned there. In 1852 he enlisted im the company of Thomas Cav- 
lin, later Governor, and served in the Black Hawk war. 

And right here appears probably the most interesting character 
in Lee county's history, Joseph Smith, ** Dad Joe,” as he was ealled 
famiharly. Dad hada voiee like a fog horn and it was said of him 
that people thirty miles away knew when it was 4 o"cloek im the 
morning because they could hear Dad Joe ealling up Ins eattle. 

In 1833 he settled in the grove bearing the name Dad Joe's 
erove just into Burean county, to the southwest of East Grove, 
some three nijes. Under the older bondaries, he was about the 
same distance into Jo Daviess connty. He too was a Black Tlawk 
AVAL Vell. Fervine gerspy inder Col. Zachary Vavier, FL. VW. 
Bogardus too was a very prominent old settler, 

Fenwiek Anderson was another old settler. From Canadaigua, 
New York, he migrated to Dixon in 1844. There he remained until 
1849. In that vear he moved down to East Greve and settled on 
the south 14 of section 34. He purchased his elaim from Robert 
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Tait, who had been a workman for John Deere in his plow shops 
at Grand DeTour for many years. The rude log house on this 
place was the stage house for years on the old Galena, Dixon, 
Peoria road. In 1852 Fenwick Anderson, with 8. P. McIntosh, put 
up a kiln of 200,000 brick in the south part of the grove, which 
when burned proved to be a first class article and from them he 
built lis residence in 1853. This experiment may be said to con- 
stitufe the whole range of manufacturing effort in East Grove 
townslnp, although it may be asked why it was not continued when 
such excellent results were seeured, 

Thomas Shehan came to Bureau county in 1844 aud moved to 
section 55 in the year 1549, having bought a claim from John 
INasbier. 

S. P. Melntosh came up from Alton, Hlinois, to attend the 
Dixon land sates and in the course of his visit he bought the east 4 
of 36. But he did not move here until the vear 1856. 

John Downey, A. A. Spooner, John Fivnn, ML. Coleman, A. Bar- 
low, D. Sulfvan, Henry Hubbell and Simon Tubbs settled soon 
afterwards. 

East Grove has been the scene of more than one tragedy and it 
furnished a Lee county grand jury with the first murder for whieh 
an indictment was returned. 

John W. Harrison, in 1842, was a deputy sheriff from Toronto, 
Canada. While on a visit to this country he was murdered by 
James S. Bell, on a spot near the northwest corner of section 35. 
David Welty, justice of the peace, bound Bell over to the grand 
Jury and the fellow was taken to Dixon and lodged in jail. 

Sept. 13, 1842, the indictment was returned into court. Motions 
tv quash the indictment and to continue the case were made by 
counsel and were denied by Judge Thomas C. Browne and on a 
motion for a change of venne the case was sent to Whiteside county. 
There he was tried and convicted of manslaughter and sent to the 
Alfon penitentiary. After serving a part of his sentence he 
escaped and never afterwards was heard from. 

And right here is met the most dramatic erininal episode ever 
enaeted in Lee county. In the portions of this book relating to the 
old trails, the Cleaveland turnpike will be reealled. It was built 
over the ereek on seetion 3 in Kast Grove township. 

A peddler had been robbed by the banditti of the prairie and 
murdered, 

Croft's house was the end of the turnpike and was the toll 
house. Tt was situated ina lonesome God-forsaken place. Title 
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to it came to Charles Croft from the heirs of a Mr. Millard, who in 
turn bought the pike and toll house from Cleaveland. Croft eame 
into possession before the vear 1849. Subsequent to the murder 
of the peddler, strange persons visited the toll house and held many 
conferences with Croft. Living with Croft was a hived girl named 
Montgomery, aged about fifteen. 

Shortly atterwards the vonng girl went home to visit her 
mother at Dad Joc’s Grove and to her she expressed her fears and 
refused to return. As a reason, she said she feared for her life, to 
remain. But she was persuaded to return and did return. 

Shortly afterwards this Charles Croft who was reputed to be a 
member of the banditti came to one Hvrva Axtell, and the two came 
“toy honse inquiring if [had seen or heard anything of Croft's 
hired girl Her name was Silena Montgomery, aged about fifteen 
years. Neither myself nor fanily could give any tidings, not hav- 
ing seen or heard of her for some time. Croft claimed that she had 
disappeared without saving anything to the family of her intention 
of going away, and what had hecome of her was a mystery. Axtell 
took an opportunity to conmumeate with me, nnebserved by Croft, 
and said he beheved there was something wrong in the matter, and 
that the neighborhood should be informed and a search made. I 
agrecing with this snegestion, we aceompanicd Croft to his house 
(being connected with the toll gate on the south end of the tnirn- 
pike) and went with him about the premises. There were three 
men mowing not far from the house, Eh Shaw, and the names of 
the other two I cannot remember, except that the first name of one 
was Dennis. There was also in their company one Samuel Perkins, 
usually called ‘Sam Patch,” having a rifle with hin. After being 
there some time and having conversation with them im various 
phases, Axtell and myself became more fully convinced that a mis- 
demeanor had been committed. We concluded to go in different 
diveetions and inform the mother of the missing girl, who resided 
in Dad Joe’s Grove, or in that vicinity, and the neighborhood gen- 
erally. He went west and south and T north and east, and by night 
nearly a hundred people had gathered. We searched that night 
through the woods and grass and the next day until noon, and 
finally Croft’s house. Croft had stated that the girl had taken 
all her clothes with her. While searching the second story, we dis- 
covered that one of the ceiling boards had marks of having been 
moved and replaecd. We took off the board and found the best 
clothes of the missing girl, and under them miplements for making 
counterfeit half dollars. These incidents strengthened the eon- 
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vietions of foul play. A consultation of the crowd was had, and 
two (W. B. Stuart and James Blainsen), were deputed to go to 
Dixon for a boat with which to explore Green river. There was 
an clement of the crednlous who sent two, Samuel Meek, Jv, and 
Patrick Meladden, to consult a fortune teller. The search was 
continued while these comnuttees were gone but without success. 
The committees returned; the one with a boat and Nathaniel G. H. 
Morrill, the owner, and the other reporting that the fortune teller 
said a mmrder had been committed, and five persons were impli- 
cated; that the one who had committed the overt act had neither 
boots on nor was barefooted; that he was ragged and wore a straw 
hat; that the law would never be enforeed against any of them, and 
vet the public would be satisfied that they were the ones who were 
concerned in the matter. Perkins wore moceasins and otherwise 
answered the description of the first one spoken of. The seareh 
went on. This N. G. Hl. Morrill was peculiarly well adapted for 
working iu business like this. About this time Stuart and Blaiy, 
each with a party of men, went to then respective homes for din- 
ner, and when Blair arrived his wife informed lim that Perkins 
had been there during the forenoon looking pale and haggard, and 
inquired of her if they had dvageed the lower bayou. She told him 
she did not know, and he went away hurriedly. Blaiy deemed this 
portant tidings, hurried through his dinner and cane to Stuart’s 
with the information, and on consultation a complaint was made 
and a warrant was issued by Squire Stuart for the arrest of Per- 
kins, and it was placed in the hands of Constable Willard and Rich- 
ard Meek. Previous to this Perkins had been living in a shanty 
in the grove, about half way between Croft’s and the bayou. On 
the search being instituted, he removed his family and effects to 
his tather-in-law’s, Reuben Bridgeman, a little north of the pres- 
ent limits of the city of Amboy. The constable, with his assistants, 
proceeded to Mr. Bridgeman’s and were informed by him that 
Perkins had take his vithe only a short time before and gone mto 
the comfield (of about thirty acres) fo hunt chickeus. 

“More assistants were procured, and the cornfield was sir 
rounded. By this time it was about 10 o’elock at night, with a 
bright moo. Phe family of Mir Bridgeman’s were in bed except 
Perkins’ wife. The old gentleman got up and stated that Perkins 
had not vet returned since going into the comrield in the after- 
noon. tle pointed to a eettomwood tree, whieh he said was in the 
diveetion Perkins had taken; that a little before sunset they had 
heard the report of a gua which they sipposed was a shot at a 
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prairie chicken. Constable Willard, with Richard Meek, James 
Keehng, W. B. Stuart and If. R. Dutcher, went in the direction of 
the tree, and a few rods before reaching the tree they found Per- 
kins lying on bis back, dead. Notice was given to those around the 
field, and a crowd was soon there. Perkins was still grasping his 
enn with both hands, and the toe of his moccasined foot was in the 
egnard on the trigger, the mnzzle on lus breast. A portion of his 
skull was fonnd nearly a rod from his body, the inside powder 
burnt. The coroner, Solomon Parker, was sent for, who stn- 
moned a jury of igquest. They investigated the vase and reported 
the following verdict: *The midersigned, being duly summoned 
and qualified by the coroner of Lee county, as a jury of inquest on 
the dead body of Samuel Perkins, found dead in the cornfield near 
Reuben bridgeman’s, beheve the said Perkins came to his death 
by shooting hnnself with a rifle enn, through the head. (Signed ) 
Jesse Tale, francas HW. Northway, Joseph Farwell, William AL. 
Hopkins, Sanmuel Bixby, Elisha Palmer, John C. Churth, Ira P. 
Hale, John Skinner, R. P. Treadwell. Inlet Precinet, Angust 3, 
1549." Meanwhile the search for the missing girl had heen going 
on. This Mir. Morrill adopted the plan of going down the stream 
to where it loses itself as to having a channel, by spreading over 
the swamp, and by wading upward, thoroughly searcrhing every 
part. It was a dry time and the water was quite Jow. This plan 
was followed, and when the month of the little haveu Cas the eor- 
oner termed it in his report) was nearly reached, the body was 
found, The wpper part of the face was bruised as though struck 
with some heavy substance, and some insist that a bullet hole was 
in the forehead. The excitement ran high; the male portion of the 
country for a dozen iniles or more in every direction bad come ont. 
Coroner Parker was among the number and at once nnpancled a 
jury of inquest, who took possession of the body and held their 
inquest. The following witnesses were examined as the records 
show: Drs. J. B. Gregory, of Dixon, and Harmon Wasson of 
Ainboy, as physicians: Samuel Meek, Sr., EL Shaw, John Koons, 
Hyvra Axtell, N. G. H. Blorrill, Richard Meeks, T. L. Dennis, 
Charles Croft, Sally Perkins, Catherine Shaw and Lyinan ITub- 
bard. After the cxamination closed, the following verdiet was 
rendered: ‘We the undersigned, having been stummoned and 
sworn to hold a jury of inquest on the dead body of Silena Mont- 
gomery, found dead in Inlet Creck, in Winnebage precinct, Lee 
county, aud state of [inois, and having attended to their duty by a 
faithful examination of the said body, and by an examination of 
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witnesses In the case and all diligent inquiry they have been able 
to institute, do report their verdict to be, that the said Silena Mont- 
vomery came to her death by violence, and that one Samuel Per- 
kins, late of Lee county, was the immediate agent In procuring her 
death, as we verily believe. (Signed) George K. Haskell, fore- 
man; Joseph Gardner, Sabin Trowhridge, I. Means, Alva Hale, 
L. D. Wasson, Lewis Clapp, Cyrus Williams, Philip Mowry, Jo- 
seph lewis, Ozias Wheeler, and GB. F. Brandon, Winnebago pre- 
cinet, August 4, 1549." 

“he civemnstances surrenuding led to the conclsion that 
Croft, EH Shaw, and the two others that were found mowing hay 
for Croft at the commencement of the search, were impheated in 
the affair. Warrants were issued, and W. B. Stuart and 
Curtis were deputed to arrest Croft and Shaw. They, with ILyr 
Axtell. started, and on the way, near Samuel Meek’s, they found 
ateaniand hnniber wagon, and in it lay Eh Shaw, dead. One report 
is that he died from strychnine and whiskey, and that it was found 
that he had purehased some of the former at Dixon, of Doctor 
Gregory, on that day. From the records in Dixon, it is fonnd that a 
coroner's inquest was not held until Mareh 1, 1850. As his death 
vecurred so long before this he was probably buried and exhiunned 
when the inquest was held. The verdict was as follows: ‘Verdict 
of the coroner's jury, paneled to asecrtaim how and in what man- 
ner the body of KH Shaw eae to its death. We, the jury in said 
ease, do find that Eli Shaw eame to lis death from causes to the 
jury unknown. Dixon, March 1, 1850. (Signed) John Dement, 
torenanconk. li Comer. TH. tlds, leans, SF. Parner, )o Vv - 
Davis, -}. Me Cropsey, (. A. Sinith, John V. Eustace, Thomas H. 
Avres, Cyrns Willams, N. G. 11. Morrill.” After leaving the hody 
of Shaw in the care of Meeks, the three before mentioned went on 
to Choft’s house, arriving there at a late our of the night. Xcar 
the door they found a horse and spring wagon and a trunk in the 
wacu, Croft was ald ready te co away. Thronelia vit i the 
window enrtain they saw him load one pistol and lay it upon the 
table near him and take up another and commence to Toad it. At 
this juneture the door was burst open, the loaded pistol and Croft 
evabbed at the same time, and Croft duly ironed by the arresting 
party. The trunk was taken from the wagon, Croft placed in it, 
snd Sthart hurriedly drove to Dixon and delivered the prisoner to 
{he jailer, Croft’s wife and her brother, John Bryant, were in the 
house at the time of the arrest but did net attempt to interfere. 
The remaining two tnpleated ones left the vieinity, but were heard 
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of at Peoria, and the officers having the warrants for their arrest 
proceeded there, found and took them in eharge. Whey were ironed 
and placed upon a steamer for Peru, there to take the stage for 
Dixon. Not Jong after leaving Peoria, the prisoners, having the 
privilege of walking abont the boat, watched their opportunity aid 
snnultaneously threw themselves overboard and were drowned, 
ie wens pen them facilitate ty wake m1 effectual taking 
Ol mi Tis wav. OF the five implicated, only Croft now 
remained alive. Tle remained in jail, having been indicted by the 
grand jurv Ang. 25, 1849, and the case continued to the next 
term. His wife visited him oceasionally, and a few days before 
the term and shortly after one of these visits the Jailor, calling at 
the cell, found Croft with his throat cut, and life extinet; a razor 
lay by with wlich the deed was done. The next day, a coroner's 
inquest was held, which resulted in the following verdict: ‘Upon 
the view of the body of Charles Croft, now lying dead in the jail 
of Lee county, at Dixon, Ilnois, we the Jury of imquest duly impan- 
eled and sworn diligently to inquire, and a true presentment make, 
how, in what mamier, and by whont or what, the body of the said 
Charles Croft. which here lies dead, came to his death, do find that 
the said Charles Croft came to his death by catting his own throat 
with a razor, on the afternoon of the 22d of November, A. D. 1849, 
while confined in the jail of Lee eounty. (Signed) William W. 
Heaton, foreman; Charles Dement, E. W. Hine, J. B. Brooks, 
James Benjamin, A. M. Pratt, R. B. Loveland, James Camphell, 
Horace Preston, BE. B. Blackman, Gilbert Messer, Eas B. Stiles. 
Dixon, Lee County, Mlinois, November 23, 1849." The theory gen- 
erally held in relation to this matter, which caused the murder of 
the girl Salina, is as follows: Croft’s premises was considered 
a rendezvous of the banditti of the prairie of those times. Croft 
owned the tnhrimpike across the Winnebago swamps aud kept the 
toll cate at the south end, it beme near the center of seetion 3, 
of East Grove. Several individuals had been known to pass over 
the turnpike from: the nerth and were not heard of afterwards, 
especially a peddler, whe had formerly freqnented those parts, and 
it is supposed this hired girl knew so mueh of the workings of this 
Handith, that they cone ‘Tnded it Was not safe for her to hve and as 
‘dead men tell ne tales.’ they murdered her. Croft planned the 
mode of the proeceding, Perkins was emilty of the overt act. and 
the other three helped to secrete the hody. So all were, as princi- 
pals or accessories, participants in the matter.” (From the papers 
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The conclusion of this series of fearful tragedies is best related 
by the late Mis. Grace Everett Jolson, daughter of Dr. Oliver 
Lverett, who lived on the corner opposite, to the north. The jail 
at that time was located upon the southeast corner of Second street 
and Ottawa avenue. Across the street to the north, where the 
present Elks clubhouse has been built, was the location of the old 
liverett home. 

“Phe county Jail m those days was in the northwest corner of 
the lot now owned by Mir. George Steel, and just across the street 
from our house. When Croft, one of the men who committed those 
terrible immrders on Green river 1m the early days, cut his throat 
with a vazor accommodatingly supped him by his wife, the sheriff 
rushed over for my father. When he got there he at once saw that 
nothing could be done to save the man’s life, and, indeed, it was 
but a few minutes until he breathed his last, thus closing another 
chapter im that teile wecarah erinie. 

The manner of supplying the razor was'as follows: The wife 
had been pemnitted to visit him at the jail many times. At last 
just before his trial was to be called, she baked the razor in a loaf 
of bread and with it the wreteh ent his throat. 

In some places the name has been spelled Crofts; in others, 
Croft, but by far the best authorities spell it Croft. 

It will be noticed too that the gil’s given name is spelled in two 
ways. J would think the one used in the verdicts was right. 


CHAPTER XXIV 
HAMILTON TOWNSHIP 


Hamilton is comparatively new in the matter of history, for 
the very good yeason that for a long period, most of it was under 
water. Winnebago swamp covered it until a general system of 
drainage brought the land into a state of cultivation. 

T iiiaiy Siv just a word here to the effect that for years at first, 
Winnebago swamp was applied to both the very large swamps 
which lav in Lee county. After settlements grew, however, the 
eastern portion was called Inlet and the western portion was still 
called Winnebago. Inlet creek or Green river conneets them. 
Between, for a distance of six or eight miles, the land was not sub- 
merged. In fact the city of Amboy les midway between them. 

For a long while all that territory now embraced within the 
township of East Grove, May, Hamilton and the south half of 
Marion, was called Hamilton. Later, East Grove and Hamilton 
were thrown together and known as Hamilton. Until Lee county 
was organized, this territory was a part of old Inlet. 

In 1856 Mav was organized; in 1859 Marion was organized and 
in 1865 East Grove was orgamzecd and taken from Tamilton. Sinee 
that date, Hamilton has remained six miles square; a government 
township. 

The earliest Instory of Hamilton has not been preserved and 
dates at first will be found but seldom. 

Either Charles or Ross Freeman, brothers, was the first man to 
build a house in Hamilton. He built on the south half of section 
32, but the date is not known. Subsequently this house was moved 
to another location and converted into a sehoolhouse. 

Jacob Pope, a German, was the first man to build a house and 
make a home. and he built on the southeast of 26 in 1854. Morris 
Logue from New Jersey came in 1854. David and John Knight 
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from Ohio eame in 1854. David Griggs, another Ohio man, settled 
there in 1857. J. McMurray, «a Pentisylvanian, arrived there 
in the spring of 1857. In 1856 Amos 'T. WKeigwin bought the north- 
west of 27 and in 1858 built a house thereon. [le came from Wind- 
ham, Conneeticut. In 1858 IE. D. Carpenter built for Anos Stone, 
a house on the northeast of 26. J. SInelds bought and moved upon 
land in 15 and 24, in 1858. Wilham Seully settled on the northwest 
of 241in 1858. Michael Dunn settled on 24 in 1859. Bennett Havens 
came about the same time. LL. B. Moore and AMI. Fleming eame in 
the early sixties. 

3y reference to the old maps it will be noticed that the Rev. N. 
C. Collins was a conspicuous figure in Hamilton lands. Ie bought 
swamp land heavily and held it for many years. He lived in 
LaNoille at the time. 

All of the above named settlers moved inte the township from 
the south and settled on the south side of the swamp. The north 
side remained vacant for some time longer, evideneing the oft 
repeated story that the settlers worked outward from the highways 
and even then ventured but slowly because of the fear of the prai- 
ries. In sucha town as [amilton, which not only was treeless, but 
covered with water, it should cause no surprise at its lateness of 
settlement. 

On the north side of the swamp Arold 'T. Anderson, of Polo, 
opened up a farm on section 7. Wilham Rink of Dixon was the 
first to break up land on the north side of the town. He owned part 
of section 3. The first settler there was John D. Shafer, a baehelor. 
He built a eabin on section 8 and herded vast numbers of eattle 
over the unoccupied lands. That was a favorite spot for people 
from far and near to send their cattle to be pastured for the sum- 
mer. From as far as Dixon stock was sent down there. 

James Durr settled on the northwest of 19 in 1862. 

William B. Stuart served Hamilton as its first supervisor. R. 
B. Viele sueceeeded him. Tn 1855 Stuart was elected again. 

Though slow to settle, Taniulton was alive to its needs from the 
start. Mars. Cornclia Mavona, daughter of A. T. Keigwin taught 
the first school of the township in a room in the house of what later 
beeame the David Griggs house. Miss Lizzie Larkins and Miss 
Lavina Swisher followed. When McMurray moved back into 
Burean connty, his abandoned house was converted into a sehool- 
house and Mis. Mavona taught there. Up until the fall of 1863 
teachers were paid by subseription. Then distriet nuniber one was 
formed and the next spring a building was bought from Ross Free- 
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man on section 62 and moved over on section 34. This was sed 
until 1874 when a new school building was built on section 35. 
District number two was organized at the same time as miniber one 
and Miss Lydia Havens taught the first school in a part of Thad- 
deus May’s dwelling. In 1864 the first schoolhouse was built in 
the southeast corner of scetion 25, Afterwards it was moyed to the 
southwest corner. 

In the carly day the settler generally took his gun out on Sun- 
days. Game was more than abundant. It was almost a nuisance. 
Water fowl almost clouded the skies when in flight over the swamps 
of Hamilton. Large flocks of ducks, geese, sand hill cranes, snipe 
and plover night be had almost with a sling shot. Tor years Han- 
ilton was the sportiman’s paradise. 

Meeting houses were not well attended in conseqnenee. One 
was started over in Bureau county just over the line, in the Dodge 
schoolhouse. In order to interest the Hamilton people in chureh 
matters, several men took the matter in hand. They were David 
Griggs, William Griges, Solomon Welch, J. F. MeMurray, Joln- 
son Griggs and J. H. Knight, who contributed the salary of Rever- 
end Ford, a neighbor, who consented to preach. And pray, what do 
you think he was paid per Sunday for preaching? Fifty eents! 
Yet he succeeded in getting together a congregation. Prof. |. B. 
Dodge led the singing with his violin. Many of the congregation 
were not devout at all times. But the services were attended regn- 
larly and they had a beneficial influence on the community. 

Religious services later were held irregularly at the homes of 
A. T. Keigwin, John H. Sayers and Ezekiel Savers. 

The Hamilton of today is a township of wealth. Only a few 
days ago one solid section of Jand sold for $100 per acre. That was 
a rare bargain. 


CHAPTER XAXV 
HARMON TOWNSHIP 


Like other towns fay removed trom the old lighways or stage 
lines, Harmon was one of the newer towns in point of settlement. 

John D. Rosbrook is said to have been the first settler in this 
township. He bought a tract of land in the eastern part of the 
township, subdued it and very seon other settlers followed. But 
My. Rosbrook had few neighbors for a very long tine. 

Tn 1853, with three sons, he came from Niagara county, New 
York, and settled at the ‘*Lake,’’ a clear body of water covering 
something like forty acres of land. The following spring the two 
other sons came ont. George Rosbrook held the plow that broke 
the first sod in Harmon township. Pretty soon Mrs. Robert Tuttle 
brought hey family from Knox county and settled in Harmon. 
Mr. Tuttle, who had come from New Hampshire, settled in Knox 
county. Tle had been a tamberman, and desiring to obtain employ- 
ment in the forests of the North, he started to walk northward. 
At Dixon he was taken very sick. A man named Henry Stores 
drove down to Knox county and brought Miss. Tuttle back to Dixon 
just in time to see her husband before he died. She was a sister 
of Mitchell Rosbrook and very soon she with her five children 
located in Harmon and built a good house. This was in 1854. Very 
soon she opened a private schoo] in her house; Miss Vienna ‘Tuttle 
taught, and many a good old-fashioned dance was given in the 
early days by that same estimable lady, Mrs. Tuttle. 

Ox teams were used to break the sod. Fortunately sod crops 
prospered with the new settlers so that no especial hardships were 
encountered. 

Tn the early days of the country snakes were very plentiful and 
to some of Harmon’s early settlers it seemed as though there were 
many more in that township than in any other town i the county. 
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Rattlesnakes especially were a souree of great annoyance. Blue 
racers would erawl over on the sod to bask in the sun and remain 
until the ox team came along to frighten them away. The blue 
racer many times grew excessively familiar. So much so that he 
would wind himself around the ankles of the plowboys and frighten 
them half to death, 

In 1854 Thomas Sutton and his large family came to Tlarmon 
and settled a mile south of the lake. It is said of Sutton that there 
were nineteen childven in his family and often he lamented because 
LiGre Were Not an even Twenty. 

In 1854 Mitchell Rosbrook came to Lee county from New 
Hampshire with his family of wife and six children and two years 
later settled in Tarmon. This devout gentleman founded the first 
Sunday sehool in Harmen township. It was held in the granary 
of John D. Rosbrook. This same Mitchell Rosbrook built the first 
house erected on Mount Washington in the White Mountains. 

Lewis Hullinger, John 1. Porter and James Porter, Jr., came 
along soon after. The first two elections were held at the house of 
Mitchell Rosbrook. 

Tn 1856-57 Austin Balch with his wife and two children moved 
into the township. So did Joseph Julien, C. H. Secifkin, Israel 
Perkins, George Stillings, Henry and Louis Isles. 

At this first election just mentioned, James MeManus was 
elected supervisor; Mitchell Rosbrook, town clerk and George 
Stilhngs, constable. 

Bogs, swamps and unpassable sloughs bothered the [larmon 
people fearfully in the early day; more perhaps than alnost any 
other people, and the stories of miring down and the difficulties 
encountered in dropping into the mud, taking off the load and then 
taking the wagon apart to get it ashore, world baffle the autoist of 
today. 

Game abounded in the township during its infancy to sueh an 
extent that to repeat some of the stories related of Inmters would 
set down the person telling the story today, as an extravagant Har; 
vet those stories were true. 

Mr. C. J. Rosbrook is the reliable authority for the statenient 
that Charles KK. Shelhamer shot one hundred geese down there 
in one day—a wagon bex full, A hunter from Dixon, named hipp 
who will be remembered by some of us older people, shot and 
killed thirty-six mallard ducks with one shot. Five deer out of a 
gang of thirteen were killed by a party of hunters. Cattle herding in 
Tlarmon was done on a seale as large as in Hamilton. TTarmnon too 
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seemed to be in the hne of cattle drives and Ma. Rosbrook has told 
us of one band of five thousand Texas eattle passing through Har- 
moun on the way to the Chicago market. 

He also has told of us onee seeing a colony of sandhill cranes 
not far away which covered nearly one thousand aeres. Game was 
that plentiful. 

When Alonzo NKinyvon projected bis road from Rock Falls 
through Lee county, it was graded through Harmon. 

Lewis Hidlinger, who came to the township in 1855, was super- 
visor at about the time the railroad demanded the issuance of bonds 
in consideration of the building through the township. Amboy, 
Brooklyn and Wyoming had voted the bonds and issued them. 
They litigated their legality, but ultimately the bonds had to be 
paid. Not se with Lewis Hullinger. [Le opposed the bond scheme 
and the issuance of anv bonds and TLavmon was spared the hability 
which nearly bankrupted Amboy, Wroming and Brooklyn, largely 
through the pertinacious fight put up by Lewis Hullinger. 

But the [armon of today is a splendid body of land. Large 
sums of money have been spent to drain the land, and while some 
portions of the Harmon lands ave sandy, the great majority is black 
loam, rich, and great crops are vaised. Asa grain market Harmon 
keeps pretty well in the lead. I doubt if there is more than one 
other town in the county whieh ships more grain than Harmon— 
something hke six hundived thousand bushels last vear, by the 
Neola and the other elevators. 

D. D. Considine does an enormous business in general merehan- 
dising. Thomas P. Long also does an enormous business in agri- 
eultural implements. W. EL. Kugler and Frank Kugler each enjoy 
a fine veneral trade. Uarnian has a bank, of winel: Mit; WV. EL. 
Kugler owns controlling interest. 

The Harmon sehools long have been noted for their efficieney. 
The building isa beautiful brick. Hf. J. Durr also runs a niee hard- 
ware business. 

Harmon has one of the best plants for fire protection and 
domestic use in Lee county. A very modern standpipe produces 
a force sufficient to throw four streams over the tallest building. 
Tt is also foreed into varions homes and business blocks in the 
village. 

At present. TTarmon has a population of 350. Jt is located on 
the Chicago, Burlington & Quineyv Railroad. 

It was through Harmon that the big tornado crossed before 
devastating so many homes further east. But in Harmon not a 
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bit of damage was done. Of course not many people dwelt in this 
township then; but those who remember, say the storm had lost 
control of its force while crossing Harmon. 

Reeently, the Northwestern Railroad in reaching Peoria, 
entered Harmon township, but no station has been established in 
this township along the line of the road. 

Harmon early learned the benetits of hard roads and now, year 
by year, her people are spending considerable sums for macadam 
for her muddy roads. The rural schools of Harmon township 
nuniber six, I believe, and I am told that they rank just as high as 
the splendid village schools. County superintendents tell me that 
Harmon for years has had the best of schools and that the children 
rank high in all their examinations. Onlv a few months ago, St. 
Flannen’s Catholic chureh burned down. Nothing was saved. Yet 
with commendable perseverance, the congregation went to work 
and in less than three months arrangements had been perfected 
and the funds had been provided to build the present beautiful new 
chureh and parsonage. Church work in Harmon and Marion takes 
front rank among the towns of Lee county. The new church and 
parsonage were dedicated last fall. 


CHAPTER KAYI 
LEE CENTER TOWNSHIP 


Seldom indeed, does one mnect in fact or in fiction a spot around 
which so much and such intense dramatic interest has centered. 

In the field of human activities, Lee Center township has wit- 
nessed scenes ranging from the very highest social and intellectual 
refinement and culture, as well as the sweetest religious privileges, 
down to revolting crimes and a veritable reign of terror. 

Inlet, the first settlement of Lee Center township, in section 
9, on the banks of Inlet creek, was the rendezvous of thieves, 
counterfeiters, fenee-inen and even murderers. 

The house of one was made a common hiding place for stolen 
property. On the broad highway of the great state road, men came 
and left by night. Strange horsemen would alight; their horses 
would yemain tethered in the deep grove near by, until the small 
hours of the morning, when as if by magie, horses and riders would 
disappear. The noise of loud voices would be heard, and behind 
those doors plans were concocted for all manner of crime from the 
stealing of peddlers’ packs to their last erime, the murder of Colo- 
nel Davenport, July 4, 1845. 

Did a settler at Inlet own a fine team, the circumstance was 
learned in Nauvoo, a favorite retreat, very soon, and very presently 
the settler’s team disappeared. Did the settler remonstrate, a 
letter attached to a stone was thrown at meght, through a window, 
to the effect that any further demonstrations by the settler would 
be followed by a hasty exit of the settler, dead or alive, from the 
settlement. 

The ravages of this banditti of the prairie extended from Ohio 
and Kentueky to Towa, Missouri and Wisconsin. Tnlet heig a 
eentral and well known point, and favored by nature as well as by 
a small number of the first settlers, it early beeame a rendezvous of 
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its members. Of those who at last resolved to take their lives in their 
hands and make the attempt to rid Inlet of their presence, were 
Sherman Shaw, Charles F’. Ingalls, Rev. Luke Hiteheock, Dr. R. F. 
Adams, Moses Crombie, Lewis Clapp, Benjamin Whittaker, a Mr. 
Starks and his sons, and through their heroie efforts Inlet was 
cleansed. Those sturdy pioneers of Lee Center township sent to 
the penitentiary at Alton, Joseph Sawyer, Adolphus Bliss and 
Daniel Maller Dewey, and the witness who squealed, Charles West, 
so soon as he had delivered his testimony, left the country for his 
country’s good. This drastic action was not taken so soon as the 
vigilance committees from Ovle, Dekalb and Winnebago, when in 
1841, they shot the Driscolls; hut the very instant the evidence was 
secured, that minute the Inlet branch of the banditti was dealt its 
death blow. 

The heroic bravery required of that Lee Center Vigilance Com- 
nuttee cannot be comprehended fully today, surrounded as we are 
by the highest safeguards of civilization. The Haskell robbery in 
June, 1844, and its extraordinary snecess, emboldened the thieves 
to the point of careless bravado, and in that moment of weakness 
the opening wedge was secured by which a conviction was made 
possible. 

Dewey ‘got up the sight’ for the Haskell performanee and 
Fox and Bireh did the work: Fox on the inside of the Haskell house 
and Birel on the outside. Bonney in his ‘ Banditti of the Prairie,” 
page 14, second edition, mentions the matter thus: 

“West aecused one Fox, alias Sutton, and John Baker of having 
committed the robbery at Troy Grove, and said that most of the 
goods had been secreted at Inlet Grove, and subsequently taken to 
Towa. ITIe also avowed that Fox and Bireh, alias Becker, alias 
Harris, committed the robbery for which Bliss and Dewey were 
seut to prison, and that the former was totally imecent, while the 
latter was accessory, having ‘got up the sight.” Ife further stated, 
that Fox had rebbed one Taseal, a merehant at Inlet, by entering 
the house during a very severe thunder storm, and crawlng upon 
the floor till he reached the trmmk, wherein was deposited the 
money, and having seeured it, left without being heard, although 
Mr. and Mrs. TTaseal were lying in the bed awake, at the time. To 
prove this, Fox subsequently stated the conversation that had 
passed between them while he was in the act of rifling the trunk!” 
Peat Pda S81. 

The trunk was taken to the blacksmith shop and there opened 
and rifled. 
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The operations of the banditti at Inlet contributed materially 
towards the establishment, in 1846, of the village of Lee Center, 
further to the northwest, on the Chieago road. Of course, rivalry 
and ‘‘feeling’’ had their influences, but the presence of such evil 
doers contributed most. Luke Hitcheock denominated Inlet, “A 
perfect Sodom.”’ 

Adolphus Bliss, the first settler, who came im 1834, was followed 
by Joseph Sawyer, Daniel Milley Dewey and Charles West, in 1836 
With the opportunities afforded by the stage road for making a 
httle ready money by keeping tavern, Sawyer took out the first 
license to keep a tavern ever issued in Ogle county and Bliss took 
out the second. They were issued by the county commissioners of 
Ogle county while in session at the house of F. Cushman, Buttalo 
Grove, March 6, 1827, and each paid therefor the stm of ten dollars. 
A schedule of chavges they were permitted to make, will be found 
in that part of this work which treats of Owle county. 

Bliss called jis tavern The Travelers Home. The sigu, a rough 
board, was lettered ivregularly, and nailed to the lone log cabin. 
In order to boom the same he preceeded very much after the 
fashion of the present day town site people. On the next day, 
Mareh 7, 1837, he and others presented a petition to the conunis- 
sioners asking that viewers be appointed to view for a road, a route 
past The Travelers Ifome. Tle deposited the sum of five dollars 
to pay the viewers expenses, which aceording to the rules of the 
day, was to be returned to him in case the read was located aecord- 
ing to the praver of the petition. If net, it was to be used toa pay 
the expenses of the commissioners. Those commissioners were 
John Dixon, Corvdon R. Dewey and Zachariah Meluein and they 
reported unfavorably to the proposed road. . 

On the 6th of Mareh, 1837, at that same meeting, Inlet was set 
off as an election precinet and so far as its political independence 
was concerned, that day was the beginning of Inlet. 

The judges appointed for the precinct were Zachariah Melugin, 
Thomas Dexter and the subsequently notorious Charles West. 

Jnlet took ina vast territory as must be noticed by the distanee 
these commissioners lived one from the other. It was bounded on 
the nerth by Dixon, Grand Detour and Oregou City precincts ; on 
the east by the county line and on the south and west by the *‘lines 
of said county." The house of Corydon R. Dewey was made the 
polling place. At the same mecting an election was called for 
Dixon and Tnlet, the only voting precinets in what now is Lee 
county, to he held April 12th, following, at which justices and 
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constables were to be elected. Now, notice with what care the 
interests of the gang were conserved. Daniel Miller Dewey was 
elected justice and Charles West was elected constable, each receiv- 
ing seventeen votes. Quoting from an old Ogle connty history we 
are told, “Justice Dewey, Constable West, Adolphus Bliss (of the 
old Travelers Home), his wife, Hannah, and a few others of their 
gang, because of thei ‘close’ connection and secret and suspicious 
ways of transacting publie and private business, came to be known 
to the pioneers as ‘Bliss, Dewey, West & Co.’ ”” 

Lf Dewey issued a writ against a member of the gang, Constable 
West never was able to find the offender. But he always provided 
himself with a very large supply of information as to the point in 
Jowa, Wisconsin or Indiana the culprit had fled. 

The kilhng of the Driseolls on Monday, June 28, 1841, was 
supposed by thinking men to be sufficient evidence of the deter- 
mination by the settlers to rid the country of the banditti and to 
awe the other members of it. But that action only subdued certain 
of the Ogle county members. Other robberies continued with 
shocking frequency. On the night of Sept. 18, 1848, the store of 
William McKenney, of Rockford, was robbed of a trunk containing 
between seven Iundred and eight hundred dollars. Searcely had 
the excitement over this enormity subsided when a fomr-horse mail 
coach of the Frink and Walker line, about fowr miles out of Rock- 
ford on its way to Clicago, was robbed. The eoach was full of 
passengers at the time and in full motion, vet the loss of the trunks 
and baggage was not discovered until the coach had reached New- 
burgh. Next morning the trunks and baggage were discovered, 
near the read, broken open and their valuable contents gone. It 
was a daring and a skillful robbery, but not more so than the 
one perpetrated a few weeks later, in which the house of Witham 
Mulford was entered. 

Tt had Deen rmunored that Mulford had reeeived $15,000 from 
New York. That report soon reached the Inlet and other members 
of the band. Mulford fived in Guilford township, Winnebago 
county. Part of the gang stood over Mi. and Mrs. Mulford, while 
others searched the house and found $400 which they earried away. 
Of course the countryside was aflame with indignation; but so well 
did the thieves cover their tracks that for the moment, they eseaped. 

Tn the summer of 1845, West became offended at other members 
of the firm “Bliss, Dewey, West & Co.” which faet very soon 
renehed the ears of some members of the committee. West was 
prevailed on to sqneal, and convictions followed. To repeat the 
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matter as the story comes to me, let me eopy an old diary I resur- 
rected just the other day in the family of the late J. I. Adams, of 
Amboy. It was kept by C. I*. Ingalls. No names are mentioned for 
the very good reason that it was unwise to even commit to paper 
the names of members of the gang: 


‘‘Banditti of the Prairie. 


‘These misereants had a line of operations extending 
from Texas, through Indian Territory, Missouri, the comer of 
Towa, and Illinois. The route of this gang extended through Lee 
county and directly through our settlement, and by my eabin. 

‘*Members of the gang lived among us and often supposed to be 
worthy, first class citizens, harbored, lodged and fed these traveling 
cut-throat thieves and scoundrels. Those committing overt acts of 
crime, traveled mostly by night and were unknown among us, even 
if they were ever scen. 

“The chances of theft were described to them by ow good 
neighboring raseals, and the traveling expert sinners did the rest. 

The whole stoekholders then divided the booty. 

“The gang operated mainly among people who were neither 
rich nor poor. If the settlements were poor, there was not mueh to 
steal, and if rieh, deteetion and punishment were likely to be dealt 
out to them. Dr. Adams had a valuable horse stolen, and the track 
was followed twenty-five miles to Princeton, Bureau county. A 
stream ran through a deep, tnfrequented common in the neighbor- 
hood, and the horse had slipped its bridle and eanie out to its owner 
making its seareh. 

“*George E. Haskell, a merehant of Inlet Grove, had his little 
trunk with its cash contents taken from under his bed one dark, 
stormy night, and broken open at the neighbormg blaeksmith shop, 
and of course, the money taken. Nobody conld explain the 
probable villain concerned, vet four of our best appearing citizens 
were the transgressors. 

““Proverbially, ‘Murder will out,’ and the same may be said of 
all other transgressions. 

“A quantity of merchandise had been stolen in an adjoining 
county, and samples of the stolen goods betrayed clothes of the 
same cloth in the tailor’s shop of Thomas Brown, at Tnlet Grove. 
Four of our honest neighbors had engaged garments made by 
Mr. Brown, and had furnished material corresponding with sam- 
ples two gentlemen carried who were in pursuit of the transgress- 
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ors. ‘The magistrate confided the fact of the find tu only a few of 
us until the papers of arrest were ready and the four gentlemen 
sinultaneously were arrested by the sheriff and taken to prison. 

These men, when taken before two of ot magistrates, were 
ordered to be delivered to the sheriff of LaSalle county, where the 
goods were stolen. By (their) coimscel, the verdict was declared to 
be illegal and resistance was advised. The people then came for- 
ward inavage. We took the ground that two judges had decided 
the law, and they were the best and only civil court jnst then at 
hand; so the people volunteered what necessary aid the sheriff 
miglit need to see the verdict executed. 

“The prisoners were loaded into the LaSalle county conveyance 
and the play, up to that point, was complete. After examination, 
J think three were allowed bail for appearance at the eirenit court, 
and the fourth one sent to jail for want of bail bonds. The fourth 
man im jail threatened tu turn states evidenee if bis richer con- 
federates did not bail him out. He was duly eneouraged to do so, 
and he did. Some of the guilty gang were allowed to visit the jail, 
and sleep there so they would converse and acknowledge facts the 
people wanted the jury to know. Before the final trial came testi- 
mony sufficiently fatal was gained. Three of the prisoners went to 
states prison and he who testified against the gang disappeared 
from sight and hearing among us to this day. We watehed him 
with rifles as citizens, in his and our own defense. I think he might 
have been spirited away and his valnable testimony lost, had we not 
given him needed protection.” 

With the publieation of this valuable diary, the story of the 
conviction in the LaSalle county cirenit court, of Adolphus Bliss. 
Joseph Sawyer and Daniel Miller Dewey, is told. Never before 
has it been possible to tell the story acenrately. Reasons of fear, 
or maudlin sympathy for others, has kept it from the pages of 
history until at this minute not one living person out near the old 
scenes of action knows for what erime the culprits suffered. Tha 
every single instanee T have been told that it was for fencing stolen 
property, instead of reeciving it. even by the few who were alive 
though voung, at the time. Once West had told his story and his 
companions had been removed, he disclosed other inportant stories. 
Ainong the names disclosed of other guilty participants as well as 
actors, were Charles Oliver, Jr, and William MeDowell, of Roek- 
ford, Fox and Birch, Bridge, Davis, Thomas Aiken and Baker. 
Among other revelations made by West, was the plan by which 
MelkKenney’s store was robbed, and the names of the robbers. Tn 
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Bureau county another emnulative circumstance dovetailed very 
nicely with West’s confession. 

There, the gang tried to railroad another member to the peni- 
tentiary who was feared to be getting weak-kneed. While in jail 
the fellow confirmed the secrets of the Mulford robbery, alveady 
communicated by one Irving A. Stearns and West, and in conse- 
quenee Oliver and McDowell of Winnebago county and William 
Kx. Bridge of Ogle county were indicted for committing the Mul- 
ford robbery, and after considerable strategy, all were arrested 
and taken to Roekford. Bail was refused. A month later, the 
murder of Colonel Davenport, July 4, 1545, fanned the slumbering 
anger of the people into a fury. Ang. 26, 1845, the trial of Oliver 
et al. was conunenced at Rockford before Judge Thomas C. 
Browne. Stearns, who had gravitated into the Michigan peniten- 
tiary, and West were produced as witnesses. West testified that 
while Oliver was not present, he planned the Mulford robbery and 
received a share of the stolen money. A sharp cross-examination 
failed to break his story and Oliver was found guilty and sentenced 
to the Alton penitentiary for eight years. Later MeDowell was 
convicted. Bridge took a change of venue to Ogle county, where he 
pleaded guilty and was senteneed. 

Bliss died in the penitentiary. Miller Dewey never returned, 
Sawyer, however, did return to brave public feeling and he lived 
not far from the early scenes of his activities until the day of his 
death many years afterwards. In this connection it may be 
interesting to know that Sawver was appointed first overseer of the 
poor for Lee county on April 16, 18-40. 

It took courage to combat that lawless gang; but the good people 
of the Inlet connunnity had that courage, and in a new center of 
social activity the community's refined enjovments were carried to 
loftiest poiuts. 

That removal was begun in 1844, and very soon thereatter it 
was completed. Lee Center was planned in 1846, and with the 
erection of the Academy, Inlet left the map. But before leaving 
its actors altogether T may as well add that an Inlet man, Milan 
Barnes, drove the stage coach from Chieago to Dixon which eon- 
tained Bonney and his prisoner, Biveh. 

Inlet was located on both sides of Inlet creek at the point where 
the Chicago mail and stage road crossed it. The business portion 
of the place was located on the east side, although improvised 
taverns were to be found on the west side, and Bliss and the Deweys 
lived on the west side. The Travelers Home was on the west side. 
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Oscar Dewey, son of Corydon R. Dewey, who was born in the old 
log cabin at Inlet im 1840, informed me that his father located there 
in 1856. He told me also that Thomas J. Gray kept tavern on the 
east side and also the barns where the stage horses were changed. 
Gray and his sister, subsequently Mrs. DeWolf (now of Dixon), 
kept a grocery store whose stock included tobaceos. And right here 
it should be explained that Corvdon R. Dewey, though related, 
should not in any manner be associated with Miller Dewey. He 
also is my authority for the statement that David Tripp, Sr., kept 
a log tavern on the east side of the creek, one room of which was 
used as a school room. Corvdon R. Dewey permitted his house to 
be used as a tavern dtring the California fever, but that was all. 

He erected a sawmill on the west side of the creek and a Major 
Chamberlain erected one on the east side. By a trade made soon 
after, Dewey beeame owner of the Chamberlain mill and he ran 
both until into the fifties. 

Myr. Albert Z. Bodine eontirmed the Tripp tavern and school 
room story and added that there had been three David Tripps in 
Lee Center, the grandfather of the tavern and his son and grand- 
son. 

At Lee Center, when Inlet had removed there, Myr. Bodine 
elerked in the Hitchcock store tor two vears while Luke Hiteheock 
was postmaster, in fact, the first postinaster of Lee Center; and 
during that time he reecived the mails from the stages going in 
each direction ; that from Chicago was due at 10:30 P. M., and that 
from Dixon was due at 10 P. M., when on time. When, however, 
the reads were nmddy and the gomg bad, the mails came along at 
any time of night and sometimes not until the noon following, 
pretty much as trains nowadays come along. 

He told me also that the fare from Dixon to Chicago was $5 and 
from Inlet and Lee Center, $4.50. 

Comm at market then was worth in trade 10 cents; wheat in 
Chicago was worth 35 and 40 cents; cattle on the hoof, 2 or 214 
eents; dressed pork, 21. cents. 

From Dixon, Lee Center was the first stop, then at Inlet, the 
stave still stopped to change horses; Melugin’s Grove was the next 
stop, where at John Gilmore's the horses were ehanged. Then at 
West Paw Paw. the next stop was made, it being the desire of the 
Frink and Walker people to make no more than twelve niles at a 
time. rips were nade every day but Sunday. 

At Lee Center the old Daniel Frost tavern still stands, pretty 
much as it did then. John Eisenberg ocenpies it. T also learned 
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from Mr. Bodine that groceries were bought pretty generally at 
Peru; but that Chicago was the best wheat and livestock market. 

A day and a half, or a day and half the night, were consumed 
gencrally in making the stage trip to Chicago. 

Mrs. James M. Shaw, daughter of Russel Linn, of Lee Center, 
gave me the best account of the old days [ was able to get in all of 
my Inlet work. The old red and vellow stage coaches, droning 
along, appeared to her vision as distinetly as when they used to 
travel past the home of her father, on the old Chicago road. Thev 
were of the old Concord type, rounding up front and rear, and 
given their easy swinging motion because they rested on leather 
springs, lavered together in fourteen layers. 

Mis. Shaw went through the fearful tornado or evelone of 1860. 
She and Mrs. Ik. M. Grose, who live in Dixon, and Tra W. Lewis, 
also of Dixon, all of whom passed through the storm, have given me 
the information from which I am able to give the first connected 
story of that devastating storm. 

The storm struck Lee county at about the center of the west line 
of Harmon township. It passed directly through Harmon and 
Marion townships, almost ina straight easterly direction, and aside 
from little destruction ef fencing, did nothing destructive in either 
town. In continued its easterly course Into Amboy township, but 
almost Immediately it veered to the northeast and, passing to the 
north of the city of Amboy, it did the first real damage when it 
reached the farm of Michael Morse on the northeast quarter of 
section 9in Amboy township. Here the buildings were demolished, 
Mr. Morse was badly burt and his wife, Trial, and their daughter, 
Emma, were killed. 

Continuing northeasterly, it reached the farm of Isaac Gage. 
Tn passing it shook the Linn house in which Murs. Shaw was sitting. 
like a cradle, and the vibrations of that awful evening come back 
to her in all their awful realism, whenever the dav returns to her 
memory. ' 

Every building on the Gage place on the northwest quarter of 
section Lin Amboy township was destroved, and Ethelbert, a voung 
son, was killed. Another son was injured so badly that he died soon 
afterwards. Another son, Luke, also was injured so seriously that 
he was an invalid for many vears. A daughter, Helen, by name, 
also was disabled for a long time. 

Mrs. Grose in deseribing the scene told me she felt sure the 
duration of the evelone was not more than a minute and a very 
short one too. 
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At the same instant almost, the wind struck a tenant house just 
across the road from the Gage place, on the prennses of Judge 
Lorenzo Wood, lifted it from the ground and never again did any- 
body ever hear of that house. Not a single board or splinter of all 
the debris was ever found or recognized. The homestead in which 
Judge Wood lived was wrecked a little but not mmeh. The tenants 
in the tenant building were spuled out, but not injured to speak of. 
The ceiling above in the Wood house was pushed down and it 
plumed down Judge Wood, who was lying on the bed, so that he 
could scareely move ; vet he was not scratched. The Peter LaForge 
house was Int next. His kitchen was eut off neatly from the main 
part of the house, but the damage was very shght indeed. 

The Horace Preston place was visited next. Mrs. Grose is a 
daughter of Al. Preston and she went through experiences in this 
storm which come to few people, and she earnestly prays that it 
never will come again to any members of her fanuly. Upstairs, 
Ma. Preston said to lis wife, ‘‘Go down into the cellar.” Mus. 
Preston picked up the little three-vear-old boy and started down 
stairs and Mi. Preston picked ip the little eight-vear-old daughter, 
Ella, now Mis. Grose, and the little four-year-old daughter, one 
under each avin, and started for the cellar; but before Ma, Preston 
had advaneed six feet the roof went off and he and the ehildren, 
still in his arms, were sent sailing over the tops of trees, and be 
Janded on his feet in the garden, about three hundred and fifty feet 
away. Mrs. Preston held on to the boy, Horace, Jr., and he was 
kitted in her arms. 

A sphnter was sent into the side of Mar. Preston which troubled 
linn fearfully and ultimately took him off im death. 

In the ecHar of the Preston house there were eges, pans of milk, 
and other articles, but not one single thing was disturbed by even 
so little as a hair's Jreadth. The clothes of the girls were torn to 
shreds. 

While visitmg Mrs. Grose on Nov. 21, 1913, she bronght me the 
family Bible which was sent over the fields a great distance and 
later recovered. This hook sustained seareely any damage, bunt 
another smaller book, entitled ‘The School and the Schoohnaster,”’ 
by Alonzo Potter, published by Tlarper and Brother in 1844, was 
so covered with mud that its contents were nearly obliterated, and to 
this day the nud stieks just as closely as it did the hour it was 
recovered, A ehurn was blown five miles. In the Preston house 
stood a stove. Its top was taken off as smoothly as thongh removed 
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by a cold chisel and sent half a mile away. A crock, too, was sent 
along for company and it was not cracked. 

An iron kettle which Mis. Grose owns still was thrown into the 
welll and imi it was hurled a flatiron, vet the kettle was not 
seratehed. 

Between the Preston house and barn stood a straw hog house. 
When the storm had passed it was discovered that not one straw 
seemed to have been disturbed. The cattle and horses all were 
driven away, but the horses all returned and the cattle were found 
subsequently and brought back home. 

One incredible incident occurred on the Preston place which 
has been vouched for by many who saw it. A corn stalk was driven 
cleav through one of the boards of the wagon bed. Chickens were 
plucked of their feathers and the next morning the poor things 
were running wildly about the place natil reheved of thei suffer- 
ings by shooting. 

At the Daniel Frost place next in its path, little damage was 
done. At the Martin Wright place the tornado did some very 
freakish anties. Every bit of the house was demolished with the 
exception of one part of one wall. On a conch against this wall 
Mrs. Wright, an invalid, had been lying. Wile her sister sustained 
fearful bruises, ineluding a broken jaw, Mis. Wight was not dis- 
turbed. 

The storm just grazed the village of Lee Center. From this 
point it veered northeasterly and caught the barn of Cvreno Saw- 
ver and killed a horse. On the John Lane place on the Franklin 
Grove road, not far from Lee Center, the premises were leveled off 
as smoothly as a floor after a sweeping. 

Then crossing over still further to the northeast, the Colton 
place was struck. The house was demolished and Nettie Colton, a 
beautiful voung girl in her early teens, was killed instantly. [er 
older sister, in her night robe, crossed the fields to the house of her 
unele, Cephas Clapp, for help. 

The Woodruff place was the last to suffer in those parts; but not 
extensively. The loss was sheht although the inmates of the house 
were shaken badly. Returning to an easterly conrse, the storm 
swept over the swamps and by reason of the lack of houses, no 
damage was done until it entered the town of Willow Creek. In 
that town it was very destructive and a detailed account of it will 
be fonnd in that part of the hook referring to Willow Creek town- 
ship. 
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In Lee Center the churches were moved from their founda- 
tious, but it remained for the subsequent storm of 1862 to complete 
the work of destruction of the church property. Tn that year a 
evelone destroved the Methodist Episcopal chureh and played as 
many fantastic trieks with stoves aud other articles as the one of 
60 did at the Preston house. Aside from this damage, however, 
no serious damage was done around Lee Center. 

In the storm of ‘60 everything struck by the evelone was 
plastered with mud; the Preston baby was covered in a manner 
almost to defy human skill in the efforts made to remove it. 

Mis. Grose said the storm roared very like the passing of a 
train of cars at lightning speed. The day had been exeessively hot 
and the air was mid. The destroving cloud was inky black and 
as [ have stated, it seemed to Mrs. Preston as though no more than 
one minute at the very outside was consumed in its passage from 
the Gage house to its flight across the swamps. 

Though third in point of settlement, Inlet early took on an 
iniportance second only to Dixon’s Ferry, and although the lady 
did not settle in Inlet when first introduced to Lee county, a Lee 
Center lady came into the connty m 1832. 

Mrs. 8. W. Phelps, starting from New York city, came via the 
Kellogg trail from Springfield in 1832 and her letter describing 
that joumey, found in the section of this history which concerns 
trails, will be read with consuming interest. 

In 1852, twenty vears after, she came to Lee Center to live. 

From the most reliable sources at hand, I am led to believe that 
My. and Mis. Adolphns Bliss became the first permanent settlers of 
Lee Center township. They reached this township in May, 1834. 
Mrs. Bliss was the first white woman to come to the township and 
the sceond white woman to settle in Lee county. The family lived 
in their new home about a year befere a neighbor came to settle 
near them, the Dixons being their nearest neighbors. Not far from 
their home two hundred Indians were encamped, waiting for their 
pay under recent treaties. John Fosdick was the blacksmith 
employed by the Govermnent to mend their guns. These Indians 
must lave remained some time for their money because when later 
Mrs. Tra Brewer and Mrs. Lewis Clapp had moved in, both testified 
to some quiet seares sustained from the Indians. Tn the ease of 
Mrs. Clapp, she was frying doughnuts when several Indians walked 
unceremoniously into the kitehen and ranged themselves avound 
the wall. Then the leader or ehicef relieved her of her doughnuts. 
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Fiom well anthentieated authorities, | have found the follow- 
ing settlers to have reached Inlet in the following vears. Some of 
them may have scttled just outside of Lee Center township, but 
they were regarded as Lee Center people. 

Volnev Bliss came with lis peuple in 1834. His father, Adol- 
plus, took up for claims the west half of the southwest quarter of 
section four and the northeast quarter of seetion 9, in Lee Center 
township. Charles If. Ingalls settled in the southern part of the 
township in 1836. Sherman Shaw, who drove from New York 
state all the way to Inlet with two pigs as part of his worldly 
possessions, reached Tilet in 1837. Moses Crombie came in 1837; 
Cyrenus Sawyer, 1855; Joseph Sawyer, 1835; Ira W. Lewis, 1842: 
Warren D. Clink, 1841; Orrin AML. Lewis, 1847; Ephraim Whitney, 
1845; Joseph A. Hodges, 1845; Edwin Morey, 1847; Willard Sals- 
bury, 1847; Thomas Nicholson, 1848; John Wedlock, 1848. 

Several families moved inte the Inlet district in 1835-36 and 37. 
Besides Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Clapp and Ma. and Mays. Tra Brewer, 
I find the names of John Fosdick, the David Tripp family, Sher- 
man Shaw, C. R. Dewey and Orange Webster; in 1837 Mr. Birdsall 
and his sons-in-law, Luke Hitcheoek and Osear F. Ayres, all of 
whom stopped at the Tripp house. The Tripp house seenis to have 
been a popular tavern because so many stopped with him. 

Dr. R. F. Adams, the first physician, arrived in 1837, and he 
was made welcome. 

Roswell Streeter made a claim in Lee Center, but he did not 
settle on it until the following year when he moved his family ont 
from Allegany county, New York. This man’s claim ineluded 
the spot upon which Lee Center village now stands. These with 
a Doctor Hubbard, a Doctor Weleh, Dr. Charles Gardner, Charles 
Ingalis, C. F. TIngalls, Dr. Ephraim Ingalls, C. L. Sawyer, Rev- 
erend De Wolf (who stopped at the Tripp Louse), Miss Ann Chiam- 
berlin, Otis ‘Timothy, were among the number who settled thus 
early in Lee Center township. 

Inlet comprised evervthing clear through to the western and 
southern county lines. In Inlet and Lee Center the abolition 
movement in Lee county had its origin. Tn the fall of 1846, the 
first abolition society was formed in the log sehoolhouse one mile 
west of Lee Center. John Cross, a Congregational minister and a 
man who boasted of keeping an underground station for the assist- 
ance of negroes into Canada, issued a call to meet in that school- 
honse for the purpose of forming an abolition society. 
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Owen Lovejoy was present and made a rousing speech. A Free 
Soil club was organized of which Riussel Linn was made president. 
Among the members of the society who were present then were: 
Martin Wright, Lewis Clapp, Sylvester Frisbee, Ransom Barnes, 
Joseph Jtarwell, Bonomi Hannon, Daniel Frost, lra Brewer, Moses 
Crombie and John Cross. 

So, too, the first temperance society was a Lee Center produet. 
Joseph Gardner was its president and President Francis Leonard 
of the Academy made an address at its first mecting. Among the 
members were Doctor Wasson; Rev. Charles Cross, Doctor Welch, 
Rev. John Ingersoll, Rev. Lake Hitcheoek, Rev. Erastus DeWolf, 
Rev. George Benton, Reverend Fisk, H. TH. Andrews. (Last two 
from Dixon.) These gentlemen all addressed the meeting. Other 
members present were Charles F. Ingalls, Joseph Lewis, Bernard 
Whitney, Betsey Hale, Caroline Whitney, Miranda Strickland, 
N. Peterson, Warren [enry Badger, Michael Henry Blooker, John 
C. Chureh, Wilham &. Frost, O. W. Clapp, Cvrus Bridgeman, 
Ransom Barnes, Lyman Wheat. At some of their meetings Deacon 
Joseph Farwell led the singing with his violin. On one Sunday a 
teniperance tune was struck up to the tune of Old Dan Tueker. 
The mnnister remonstrated mildly, but the tune went to a finish. 

The naine of this temperance society was the Washington Tem- 
peranece Society of Palestine Grove and its first meeting was held 
in the Wasson sehoothouse, September, 1847. Some four hundred 
signed the pledge, the first being Charlotte Doan and the last one 
Chester Badger. 

As an cdueational center, Lee Center is entitled to more than 
passing notice and comment. For many vears the village of Lee 
Center was the best known conmimnity in the county and students 
from every seetion of the country attended the Academy there. 

In respect of edueation, Lee Center was started right. Almost 
every one of the early settlers, beginning with Inlet, were from 
New England and had received more than a easual edneation, 
Many were teachers and it is astonishing to notice the numbers of 
physicians and ministers who gravitated to that place. Naturally 
their first thought was of edneation for thei children. 

So early as 1836, a sehool was opened in the Adolphus Bliss 
house, one room serving the purpose. A room in Tripp's tavern 
also was used. Miss Ann Chamberlain taught the same during the 
sumer of 18386 and thus beeame the first teacher in Lee Center 
township. 
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In 1837, I believe, the first school building was built of logs; its 
cracks were chinked with mud; the foor was laid with split logs. A 
fireplace with elamney made on the outside, of rough stones, fur- 
nished heat when the weather demanded a tive. Split logs or 
puncheons were made into seats; a desk for the teacher was con- 
structed after the same pattern as the seats. The building was 
built in the edge of the timber, not far from Ma. Bliss’s house. A 
hazel thicket on the Bliss place screened it off from the road 
effectually. Over the ereek which had to be crossed by some, there 
was no bridge, and those pupils who came from the opposite side 
took off their shoes and stockings, and fording the stream, rested 
the shoes and pushed forward ta school. Tra Brewer helped to 
build this log school. 

For three months in the winter of 1837-38, Mr. Otis Timothy 
taught in this school. Afterwards George E. Haskell, who came to 
Inlet early, taught in that schoolhouse and a most satisfactory 
teacher he proved to be. Ma. Timothy's salary was $15 per month 
and he was boarded round. Wuring his stay he had twenty or 
twenty-five pupils. A. @, Streeter was one of his pupils, a gentle- 
man of national renown subsequently, having been a prominent 
candidate for President of the United States. 

One of Aly. Haskell’s methods for securing efficiency was to 
offer 50 cents to the pupil who left off head most times in a term. 

By the vear 1843 there were several schools around [nlet. In 
one of those Mis. Sallie P. Stark, or Starks, taught five boys and 
five girls ranging in age from the lisping child to the voung person 
of twenty or a little more perhaps. This teacher taught twelve 
honrvs per day and the vear round, I am told. 

In the vear 1844, by reason of the manner of terrorizing the 
people of Inlet by the banditti, most of the settlers moved over to 
Lee Center as stated already. 

At that time a school for higher education was demanded, and 
onee the agitation was begun, it was characteristic of the people to 
go ahead with it. The subject was not permitted to slumber for an 
instant, and nothing arrested the progress of the seheme until the 
Lee Center Union Academy, bell and all, became a reality. 

With the vear 1846, the project had assumed a definite shape. 
About that time Moses Crombie moved into Lee Center. He was 
a carpenter by trade, and he contracted to do all the carpenter 
work in and about the building. 

According to the memory of Mr. Albert Z. Bodine, whieh is 
verv accurate, Messrs. Burroughs and Bull of Dixon did the brick 
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work and very soon a brick exterior academy was completed, the 
brick beg made from clay found near by and burned near the 
building. 

du the year 1853, a stone addition was made to it, during the 
administration of Simeon Wright, principal, a noted educator who 
begun lis work in 1893. THe came west from Battle Creek, Michigan. 

The first principal of this famous old school was Hiram Me- 

Jhesney. Seven trustees and tive special directors direeted its 
affairs. 

Lee Center immediately took on a great reputation. Students 
from all over the country eame here to attend. Parents who came 
along to settle thei cluldren comfortably, were astonished to find 
such an institution nestlng snugly among the pretty homes, most 
of then still standing, and to find such a cultured people. 

Oh! Those were glorious days in old Lee Center. Lyceums, 
lectures, traveling troupes giving entertainments in the chapel, 
entertained the residents and the students. The debates in those 
famous old days were fought out with all the industry of a con- 
temporaneous session of Congress. Societies then, as now in 
university towns, switched the students into little cliques. And 
what a melody of noise they made on every special function or 
socicty victory! The big university town today is not a whit 
different from old Lee Center in its palmy days. For fifteen lively 
and happy vears at least, Lee Center occupied the most iniportant 
plaee in Lee county history. College life entered into the routine 
of every Lee Center family. But with the coming of the railroads 
and their town-building influences all around, Lee Center declined 
in a worldly way, but mito this day, its people possessing great 
riches i moneys and in the better parts of Iman accomplish- 
ments, proud as Lueifer, stand as proud of the Lee Center of today 
as their ancestors were proud of old Lee Center. It is today a 
beautiful little place ; its old homes, beautifully kept, lend glamour 
and remanee, But look at the Wellman, Shaw, Haskell and other 
homes, tidily kept, and the visitor will retire with sentiments 
have endeavered to deseribe. 

During last September, one of the most beautiful buildings of 
the county, erected through the generous bounty of Mrs. Abigail L. 
Haskell, widow of the George KE. ILaskell of 1840, was dedieated 
and Mas. Haskell at ninety-three attended the ceremonies. Above, 
the Odd Fellows have their lodge rooms and banquet hall. Tn the 
basement the kitchens are located. The ground floor contains a 
commodious storeroom. 
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The furniture of walnut is designed after the latest patterns. 
The decorations of blue and gold present the most substantial as 
well as the most gorgeous lodge rooms in Lee county. 

Hand in hand with the college hfe of the old days, interest 
eentered in chureh life in old Lee Center, and it is safe to say, in 
no other community did chureh life hold such general and generous 
sway as there. 

Peter Cartwright preached the first sermon at lulet at C. R. 
Dewey’s house in the spring of 1836. During the same vear, in the 
stmnmer, the first Methodist class was orgamzed with John Fosdiek 
leader. Mo. David Tripp who settled there in 1837, was the first 
Baptist to settle in Inlet, and a man named Heyler and another 
named Tourtillott settled there and preached oceasionally im the 
Tripp house. This same Tripp was Lee county's first collector. 

When Al. Tripp built his new barn, a protraeted meeting was 
held in it and a number of converts were seeured. The first Baptist 
ehurch was organized at about that same time and serviees were 
held in the Tripp house until the schoolhouse was erected near the 
Dewey inill on the bank of the ereek in the northeast quarter of 
section 9, when chureh services were held in it. The eireuit rider 
who held services there was a voung maried man named Smith. 
His cireuit trips east and west from Inlet took generally two weeks 
and while at Inlet he stopped always at Mr. C. R. Dewev’s. There 
one day he was taken iJ] and in a few days he died, and lis was 
the first fneral at Inlet, in 1837. Luke Hitehcock tilled the pulpit 
at the time for the Methodists, and he preached the fimeral sermon 
for the unfortunate young My. Smith. That was the first fimeral 
sermon preached in Lee Center. 

Considering the privations and the meagre emolument for the 
preacher im those days, it is astonishing that so many of Tnlet’s 
first settlers were preachers. When Mr. Birdsall came there in 
1837 and took up his quarters at Myr. Tripp’s house, his two sons- 
in-law, Luke Hitcheock and Osear F. Ayres, came with him, both 
Methodist preachers. 

The cireuit rider always made Inlet. It was customary in those 
days to reecive notice that the preacher would arrive in a neighbor- 
hood about a eertain time. His entertainment was provided for 
first and then the word was passed from settler to settler to be 
present. Invariably the preacher had a good congregation. Many 
times he slept on a clay floor of a log cabin. The winds mav have 
whistled through between the wunehinked logs and through the 
windows which at best were glazed with cotton eloth. 
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Buttermilk may have constituted the drink and most of the 
victuals, in many instanees, but with such men as Peter Cartwright 
victual and drink and sleeping apartment made little difference; 
they were one and the same. The old cireuit riders were all alike 
in standing up under the most rigorous life. 

Newspapers were generally a month old by the time they 
reached Inlet; books were scarce and the Bible generally consti- 
tuted the most valued member of every library. 

Three pretty churches have been built in Lee Center, the sue- 
cessor of Inlet, the Methodist, the Congregational and the Episeo- 
pal. For a time, in the morming, the Congregationalists held 
services and a Sundav school: in the afternoon, the Episcopalians 
held their services and in the evening the Methodists. In the Con- 
gregational chureh, Deacons Crombie and Barnes took up the eol- 
lection; at the Episcopal services, Dr. Charles Gardner and Garrett 
La Forge. At each service, nearly the same congregation attended, 
thus giving to Lee Center a religious influence and character which 
1s present today. So much for a proper influence in the beginning 
of things in a community. 

The Congregational society was organized at the home of Moses 
Crombie and was called the “Congregational Church of Palestine 
Grove.”? Afterwards and until 1849, scrvices were conducted in 
the Wasson schoolhouse, after which date they were removed to 
Lee Center. 

For some time before the Lee Center churches were built, 
ehnureh services were held in the academy, the people coming over 
from Palestine Grove to join. Here are some of the names of a 
congregation preserved to us from the correspondence of one of the 
worshippers, Mrs. James Crombie: Ma. and Mrs. James Farwell, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jolm C. Church, Av. and Mrs. Crrus Davis, Miss 
Mary Barnes, Charles Iliteheock, Dr. and Mrs. R. F. Adams, 
Dr. and Mrs. Ingalls, Mr. and Mis. Lewis Clapp, Deacon Barnes 
and wife, Ma. and Mrs. Moses Crombie, Lyinan Wheat, Josephine 
and George, Mr. and Mis. Swartwout, Abram and Nelson, My. and 
Mis. Bradford Chureh, Mr. and Mays. Charles Frisbee, Martin 
Wright and Helen, Rev. James Brewer, prineipal of the Academy, 
Miss Tlarriet Rewey, the primary teacher, David Smith and two 
daughters, Mrs. Bourne and Mis, Sanecer, Mrs. Lee Clapp and 
Aliee, Ma. and Mas. Jacob Bodine, Albert Z. Bodine, Tra Brewer, 
Unele Esha Pratt and Sarah, “Squire Haskell, John Warnick, 
Sabra,and Mrs. Johu Crombie, The pastor was Rey. 8. W. Phelps, 
and it was his first pastorate. Mr. Brewer pitehed the tnnes; Jolin 
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Wetherbee, the Misses Barnes, Mis. Henry Frisbee and Mrs. 
Martin Wright composed the choir. Among the many old Lee 
Center folks who spread sunshine over the community were Unele 
Russel Linn, Uncle Dan Frost with their hfe companions, Aunt 
Abbie and Aunt Eulalia, Mas. Birdsall, her daughter, Mis. Luke 
Hitchcock, Mis. Warnick, Mrs. John H. Gardner and so many 
quiet, beautiful, heroie women, yet so deferentially unobtrusive that 
their names with their beautiful hves slipped away so tenderly that 
time has permitted them to remain undisturbed even by the ruth- 
less historian who grubs and digs into graves and garrets indis- 
eriminately. 

But old Lee Center had its troubles as well as its joys. It seenied 
as if Inlet was annoyed more than any other community by the 
terror of the prairies, the banditti of the praine. Claim jumpers 
too made life miserable for some of the pioneer settlers until in 
common with every other community, its honest members were 
compelled to bind themselves together by not only moral and 
physical ties, but by written indentures. Here is a copy of the 
Inlet doemnent : 

‘Inlet, Ogle Co., IIL, July 10, 1837. 

“The encouragement which Congress gave to the pioneers of 
this country stimuated the present mihabitants to sacrifice prop- 
erty and ease and commence a long and fatiguing journey in order 
to better themselves and their offspring; not only the fatigue of a 
Jong and expensive journey, but the privations to which they were 
exposed in consequence of the scarcity of the comforts of life and 
the exposure to the inelemeney of the weather in an open log cabin. 
Everything considered, we think it no more than right, Just and 
honorable that each man should hold a reasonable claim, and at the 
land sales obtain his lands at Congress price. 

“Therefore, We, the subscribers, feel willing to come under any 
rules and regulations that are warranted by honor and principle 
in regard to our honest claims. 

“Therefore, We establish a few rules and regulations whereby 
we may be governed by principles of equity.” 

Seven articles follow and the signatures. 

These rules were adopted July 10, 1837, after having been 
drafted by the committee coniposed of George E. Maskell, Benja- 
min Whitaker, Joseph Sawver, Lewis Clapp and Martin Wright. 

At the public sales of land, the Government required the eash, 
$1.25 per acre. One class of sharpers had invented the scheme of 
pretending to bid when the land was offered, so that he might be 
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bought off; but this was soon spoiled by one settler for each neigh- 
borhood standing near by, and where a piece of land, **elaimed”’ by 
an actual settler, was offered to ery out, ‘‘settler!’’ With the sen- 
tnnent of the home-seekers around him running strongly against 
the speculator, but one vr two instances were enough tu stop that 
ineans of trying to extort from poor settlers sight bonuses to pre- 
vent bidding. Physical force was used to stop it and when resorted 
tu the officers of the law were ecouvenicntly absent. 

When Ma. Flaskell came to Inlet, he bought the ‘* grout’? build- 
ing belonging to Mr. David Tripp and moving it nearer to the east 
bank of lulet ereek, he opened the first store at Inlet. As My. 
Haskell was the first postmaster of Inlet, that building was used 
as the postoflice. Subsequently it was moved to Lee Center. At 
first Mav. Haskell lived in a log eabin; subsequently he erected a 
frame building. [Lle, with Lewis Clapp was known always to have 
ready money at hand and so when it was ‘‘tipped off” to Fox of the 
banditti that My. Haskell had the money secreted in a trunk under 
his bed Fox planned to get it. 

These desperadoes terrorized the whole country until 1841, 
when the enraged community covering termtory from Rockford to 
Inlet and Dixon, led out the Driscolls over in Ogle county and shot 
them to death. Civilization triumphed by the same leans 
employed by the bandits. Courts and penitentiaries had no terrors 
for the bandits. Their friends and sympathizers were so numer- 
ous and so strongly were they intrenched that a Jury could not be 
found in some eounties to render a conviction. In one instance a 
jail was burned in order to facilitate the escape of a member of the 
gang. 

Tnlet was about twelve miles from Dixon. It was one of the 
important points in the state for vears and the [nlet ladies went 
to Dixon to shop when one or inore item of finery was demanded. 
But with the birth of Lee Center, that pretentious place had 
fineries of its own to sell, even to a millinery store. Miss Mary 

sarnes who had learned something of the milliner’s art in LaSalle. 
did bonnet trimming. 

When the Whneis Central railroad wanted to enter Lee Center, 
that prosperous little place may have been somewhat proud and 
unvielding in her notions of prosperity and the possibility of its 
disappearance was considered preposterons. Railroads were new 
and untried and might not be worth to a community half se uel 
aus an academy. Perhaps that inasimueh as the stage eoach had 
heen good enough to serve them in the past. the new rail invention 
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might not be able to supplant it. At all events the railroad took 
all the busmess to Amboy and in the face of the life which at once 
appeared in Amboy, Lee Center could not stand. Vor nearly fifty 
years Lee Center, so far as business was concerned, lay dormant. 

At various times efforts to interest another railroad have failed. 
Under the direction of Mr. George H. T. Shaw, an clectric line was 
partially graded between Dixon and Lee Center; but by a ernel 
stroke of fate, a death and the consequent failure to respond in 
money to the needs of the road, ent its career short and the grade 
and the project were abaudoned,. 

Undaunted by fallnres however, H!hijah L. Wing, Andrew Asch- 
enbrenner, Remhart Aschenbrenner and Sherman Shaw, provided 
funds and built an electric read between Amboy and Lee Center and 
equipped it with stock to carry passengers, eoal, grain and live 
stock. More than this, these gentlemen extended the road north- 
ward and eastward until it vtms now almost to Ashton and with 
the possibility of its going forward to Rochelle in the near future, 
the success of the road scems to be assured. 

Under present management, the farmers along the me can have 
a sidetrack run into theiv yards, if they choose and there load grain 
and stock and unload coal. Ut has proved one of the greatest bless- 
ings to the people of Lee Center and Bradford that could possibly 
come To Then, 

The progressiveness of the lee Center people has been evi- 
denced vear after year by the splendid hard voads which have been 
built in the township and today Lee Center has the best system of 
hard reads of any township im Lee county. 

The same power which furnishes electricity for the road, fur- 
nishes heht for the village and for the farmers along the Ine. 

Lee Center is a beautiful place; its homes are suggestive of 
comfort and contentment. The township is inhabited by the same 
class of sturdy people which settled there in the early days. [t is 
doubtful if there is a richer farm community than Lee Center. 
Its people always have enjoved the distinction of being what we 
term vich in property. At the time of his death, Lewis Clapp was 
the richest man in the county. This township has furmshed Lee 
county with many of its most important officers begimning with 
George EH. Haskell, who was elected clerk of the eirait court and 
recorder. Charles F, Lynn was ade sheriff. 

Lands in Lee Center now range in price from one hundred and 
eighty-five dollars to two hundred and fifty dollars per acre. Some 
of the large land holders are Sherman Shaw, 2 son of one of Lee 
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Center's oldest and best pionecrs, James M. Shaw, who in tum 
was born at Inlet in 1838. 

Instead of the log cabin, michineked and floorless, doorless and 
windowless, there are evervwhere beautiful homes, heated by steam 
and hot water and hot air. Sanitary phnnbing is installed. With 
the prevalence of electrie poles over the county, which may be 
tapped at any place, those houses are hehted with electricity. 

It may be true that in the south end of the township the land 
is more or less sandy, but the quantity and extent may be said to 
be so small as to fail to affect the average values in the township. 

The early markets for Lee Center were the same for other tows, 
Chicago and the towns along the canal. Ox teams prevailed, 
though of course teams were used by some for freight transporta- 
tion. A week was cousinned to make the trip from Lee Center to 
Chicago and return, with a horse team; with an ox team, two days 
longer were required. 

Farmers hanling their grain from Lee Center and vicinity, 
planned to reach the Desplaines river by evening of the third day. 
The next day they drove to Chicago, sold their grain and got back 
to the Desplaines river that evening, thns spending two consecu- 
tive evenings oy nights at that point. The old hotel stands today 
telling its storv in memories which every old settler carried to his 
grave. It is a long low building near the west bank of the Des- 
plaines and on the north side of the tracks of the Chicago and 
Northwestern Railroad Coupany. It is seen easily just west of 
River Forest. 

When the wagon got stuck in a slough, it was customary to 
unload the cargo, earry it to high ground, pull ont the wagon, 
reload, and withont drying one’s élothing soaked with water, to 
pursue the Journey micomplaiminely. 

Pern was nearer and after a while became popular because less 
time was eonsnmed. . 

Of conrse there was mere opportunity for company along the 
Chicago Stage read whieh rnus today diagonally across the county 
from northwest to the southeast almost as it did then, than was to 
he found along the Pern road, and that ¢ireumstanee had its infln- 
ences. Beginning with Jan. 1, 183-4, the stage ran along the stage 
road through Inlet and at intervals carried the mail from Galena to 
Chiraee and Dag. 

Frequent efforts were made to rob the stage eoaches by the han- 
ditti, and to rob passengers and the messengers who transported 
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the land office moneys, but no effort was fruitful of any degree of 
success, that 1 am aware of. 

When Col. John Dement was receiver of the United States land 
office, many plots were laid to vob his messengers, but none sue- 
ceeded. Beginning with the vear 1840, when he came to Dixon with 
the land office from Galena, it ever was his habit to study means to 
thwart the plans of the banditti, and they expressed marvel at the 
vigilance which could defeat them. In those davs the Geyvemnrent 
money was sent by Colonel Dement to Peru, from which point it 
was sent by boat to St. Louis. 

How vast was Inlet once! Three sides of the county were its bor- 
devs. Now Lalet isa tradition. Lee Center absorbed it throneh its 
avilizing agencies. Then as though to avenge the grievances of 
poor Inlet, the railroad appeared to the westward and all the glory 
of Lee Center trembled. 

But though its power might dissolve and though its people may 
have been attracted to Antboy and its railroad, Lee Center had been 
built upen foundations too massive to permit its sturdy snper- 
structure to topple. Today there remain of the old families, 
worthy sons and daughters who cannot be drawn away: Mas. Mary 
Rebecea Linn-Shaw, widow of James M. Shaw, born in the town- 
ship, a daughter of George Russel Linn; Sherman L. Shaw, her 
son; Osear Dewey, sou of Corydon R. Dewey, born at Inlet in 1840; 
George W. Brewer and Mrs. Brewer, daughter of a Tripp; James 
i. Grav; W. 5S. Frost, one of the original stock, and his son, W.S.; 
irs. Will Gray, danehter of Tripp, the tavern keeper enst of 
Inlet; Ervnest Leavens and Mis. Tsane Wood, descendants of the 
DeWolfs. They vemain. Everywhere the inflnence of old Lee 
Center remains. The pretty little stone office of Doetors Adams 
and Ingalls stands today and is nsed as a residence. On the site of 
the old academy there has arisen a fine brick school building of 
three rooms, the primary, the intermediate and the high school of 
thirty-six, twenty and fourteen pupils respectively. Presiding 
over these vrades are the Misses Grace Starks, Emily Williams 
and Alfreda Steineiker. Two hnndred and fifty comprise the popu- 
lation. The Methodist Chureh is vacant and the Episcopal Chnich 
has been converted into a Moder Woodmen hall, but the 
Congregational Church is presided over by Rev. Frederick 
Ikempster. 

Swan A. Sandberg’s blacksmithing and general repair shop 1s 
a large one and his business inchides automobile repairing. Taylor 
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& Co. sell groceries; J. J. Eisenberg sells groceries and George 
Brase] keeps a general store. 

The King Grain Company handles grain, lumber, coal, cement, 
sand, gravel and tiles. A. G. Carlson and J. B. Flatt buy eggs and 
poultry. 

Mr. L. E. Lippineott’s orchestra of sixty pieces is an institution. 
The same gentleman also has a photograph studio and job printing 
establishment. 

The telephone exchange is operated by Mrs. Lucey Utley. Frank 
Starks, the contractor, is kept busy all the time. Then too the 
powerhonse, which furnishes light for the village and power for the 
railroad, deserves more than passing mention. The Illinois North- 
ern Utihties Company have contracted to install very soon a power- 
ful generator whieh will revolutionize the service offered Lee 
Center and Bradford. 

The Modern Woodmen of America have a membership of 140. 
A. F. Jeanblane is V. O.; lu. 1. laippineott 1s WY A.s Charles W. 
Frost, clerk; Philo L. Berry, banker, and Reinhart Aschenbren- 
ner, F. W. Harek, Ji, and Ge W. Fuller are trustecs. 

There are eighty-four members of Abigail Lodge of Rebekahs. 
Mrs. Genevieve Frost is N. G.; Laura A. Bronson, V. G.; Ada Hen- 
schel, recording seeretarv; Addie Pomeroy, financial seeretary ; 
Ada Miller, treasurer, and Eva Miller, chaplain. 

There are sixty members of Lee Center Lodge 146, Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons, established in 1856. Frank Isesselring is 
W. M.; Fred Gross.is 8. W.; Warren Leake, J. W.; Reinhart Hilli- 
son, 8. D.: F. 8. Berry, J. D.: A. Aschenbrenner, secretary ; John 
C. Smith, treasurer, and J. B. Flatt, tyler. 

Haskell Lodge 1004, Independent Order Odd Fellows, has 
eighty-six members. G. Hasselberg is N. G.; H. Brunson, V. G.; 
G. L. Richardson, recording secretary; A. J. Carlson, financial 
seerctary; G. P. Miller, treasurer, and George Perry, chaplain ; 
F. Kempster is district deputy. 


TASKELL LODGE 1,0. O. F. 1004. LEE CENTER 
Dedication Sept. 10, 1915 


CAP TER a. V0 
MARION TOWNSHIP 


Although under the title of Marion township, this wealthy 
township ean date baek to 1854+ only. Nevertheless Marion’s his- 
tory began with the dav when O. W. Kellogg drove across Lee 
county in the vear 1825 to inake his trail to the lead mines. The 
trail ran through this township and the stages on its successor, the 
Perm and Peoria road, ran through this town until the [Mlinois 
Central railroad ended forever the usefniness of the stage coach 
in Lee county. The Cleaveland toll gate was loeated on that road 
in this township and the early scenes thrillingly and truthfully 
related elsewhere were enacted in this and East Grove towuships. 
But because CIneago grew so rapidky and outhid Pern and Peoria 
and even St. Louis tor business, population alone this trail did not 
settle so thickly as along the trail called the Chieago read, and 
therefore it is we have heard so little about Marion in the books. 
The first permanent settler whose name T am able to secure was 
David Welty, who started for the West in the vear 1838, from Buf- 
falo, New York, accompanied by Aaron L. Porter, subsequently 
sheriff of this county, and other friends. They rode horses all the 
way. He came west to henefit his health. All who came with him 
were robust men and yet he outlived them all. 

He reached Dixon’s Ferry and tarried until his wife and oldest 
son, Jolm, eould join him, which they did the following vear. Mr. 
and ALrs. Scott, mother and father of Mrs. Welty, came with them. 

Tn the vear 1840 Mr. Welty and the family moved to the land. 
on section 34, he had preempted on Inlet (Green) river, after 
building a double log house, the doors, sash and flooring for which 
were hauled from Chicago. The floors were covered with brussels 
earpet, the first to come to Lee eonnty and for a considerable 


time were a rare enriosity. The furniture was all mahogany and 
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black walnut and contrasted strongly against the rough exterior 
of the ubhewn logs. But those rugs, those carpets and that ele- 
gant furniture made the most luxurious home in Lee county, and 
after Mrs. Welty had her crying spell out for lonesomeness, she 
enjoyed the West so thoroughly that she never eared to return 
eastward. 

For years this home was the social center of the whole county 
aud it was no uncommon occurrence for neighbors for twenty miles 
around to hitch their teams to attend a social event at the Welty’s. 
The old stages used to drive almost past the Welty door and travel- 
ers used to alight to take a good look at that marvelous home sitting 
alone in the wildermmess. or many vears there were but three 
houses hetween Prinecton and Dixon, Dad Joe's, another south of 
Palestine Grove and the Welty house. 

Among those who made up the sleighing parties in those days 
were lias B. Stiles, Col. Silas Noble, Major Sterling, father of 
Joli MM. Sterine-of today: Auvon We Borie, “Tinn” Pore 
Father Dixon, James P. and John, Ji; Simith Cilbraith: James 
MekKennev; Damel B. MeKenmey: Wenry Afelhenneyv; Lorenzo 
Wood; George Chase; Wilham W. Heaton: Dr. Oliver Everett; 
Paul Gallup; Col. John Dement; P. Maxwell Alexander and one 
MeBoel, who was a beautiful performer on the violin and a first 
elass artist. 

Later David Welty beeame probate Judge of the county, a very 
prominent citizen and at his death a man of large means. At pres- 
ent his voungest son, Charles F. Welty, who is supervisor of the 
townslip, owns the same old home farin and he too is a ver 
prominent eitizen and a gentleman of large means. 

John Welty, the oldest son, whe went to live in Washington, 
D. C., where he held a fine position in one of the departments, was 
one of the brightest of all the bright voung men who were raised 
in the county of Lee. For wit and high elass lmmnor, it is doubtful 
if any other community could produce a match for John Welty 
and Charles Stiles, son of Ma. and Mis. Elias B. Stiles. 

The father of 1. 1. and Charles Brewster, while not dating his 
entrance into Marion so far back as Judge Welty, eame at an early 
date. 

Marion has been peculiarly fortunate in its population, WInle 
not settling up so rapidly as other parts of the county, today it is 
filled by beautifully eultivated homes, splendid houses, large red 
barns, fine stock, and contented, happy people. Tf ever a township 
of land vesponded to the efforts of the homebuilder, Marion has 
done so. 
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Settled largely by the sons and daughters of old Lreland, the 
Marion of today is one of the best exemplifieations of what toil, 
honesty and frugality linked with patience will do. 

Those heroic Ivishinen and [vishwomen reached this country 
withont money. They yearned for a country which wonld present 
them with the opportunity to carve a home and a competeney for 
their children. ‘Phe Trish love their families and for those little 
boys and girls which came along to the carly Trish of Marion town- 
ship, those parents toiled early and late, often denying theniselves 
some of the necessities of life in order that the children coming on 
might have homes without the drudgery of wresting them from the 
earth, generous though it was. 

Those parents came here penniless. [Tn the old country, they 
had been gronnd down by the band of tyvramny. They never had 
been permitted to secnre for their efforts cnongh to sustain life 
even tolerably and about the only way they could reach this land of 
promise was to club together, rob themselves of their last pennies 
to send over here one of then nmmber, who in tian worked for 
wages and who by the same process of denial sent every cent of his 
money back hone to bring over another. Thus in time, a neigh- 
borhood was landed and permitted the privilege of working ont a 
home. T have in unnd one such man. Te worked almost slavishly 
as a section hand. Little by httle he worked his way westward. 
Kyvery dollar he earned went back to Ireland. When at last he felt 
he nught be permitted to marry, he added to his long hours of labor 
on the railroad, the burdens of a garden to raise from it something 
for the family in order that he might save a few cents more with 
which later he might buy himself a home. That garden was made 
along the right of wav of the Dlineis Central. After a while the 
farm was bonglt. But at what a fearful sacrifiee of health! From 
3 o'clock in the morning nutil 10 at meht! But with the home 
always possible and always before him, he cheerfully toiled on and 
on and today the town of Marion is populated with the children of 
those heroic men and women. 

How they loved hbertv! And how they loved the country of 
their adoption! If fora lengthy story of what their love was, vou 
will turn to the records of the War Department, there in blood von 
will read what the hishman of Lee county did for that country of 
his adoption. Read over the Adjutant-General’s Tlinois reports 
and find the names of the men who composed the Thirteenth, the 
Thirtv-fonrth, the Forty-sixth. the Seventy-fifth, and vou will see 
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what the sons of old Ireland did for the United States and for Lee 
county! 

Marion township has done for the cause of religion what no 
other township in Lee county has done. Glance at the picture here 
of their beautiful church, dedicated last suminer, and their par- 
sohnage and parish hall and see for vourself. And all were paid for 
by the fammers of that township. Thomas Dwyer, Edward Mor- 
rissev, $1,000 cach; the Lallvs, the O’Malleys. 


ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH, WALTON 


As vou enter this beautiful church, the attention is attracted 
to a marble tablet, 5x5, to the left, facing west, with the names 
thereon of those whe made it possible to build so beautiful a ehureh, 
parsonage and parish hall. 

The community is altogether yural and these contributions are 
nothing short of wonderful. Father Cullen contributed the tablet 
in appreciation of his regard for the amusual work done by the 
congregation. 

Following are the names inscribed on the tablet, of those who 
furnished the funds to erect the chureh and other buildings: 
Hdward Morrissey, $1,400; Miss Mary A. Leonard, $1,400; James 
Cahill and family, $1,100; P. D. Fitzpatrick, $1,000; Thomas Dwyer 
and mother, $1,000; Patrick Lally, $700; Marv, Michael and A. J. 
O’Mallev, $600; Martin Whalen, $575; P. A. Morrissey, $550: 
J. J. Morrissey, #530; James MeCov, $510; James I. Dempsey, 
#505: Mrs. Ann O'Malley. $500; Edward Dempsey, $500; William 
Morrissey, $500; John C. Lally, $400; James McCaffrey, $400; 
Nhs. T. S. Healey, $3850; 1. J. laally, $300; P. HLMeCafirer, $300; 
John Leonard, $300; P. F. Keane, $300; John Lally, $300; Thomas 
F. Melkune, $800; Charles and Mary Keane, $300; Miss Rose 
Lyons, $250; Thomas and Bridget Morrissey, $200; Mrs. Kathryn 
Hfovle, $200; John HW. Dempsey, $200; Austin O’Malley, $200; 
Mrs. J. Convoy, $200; Thos. Burke, $150: Rev. T. J. Cullen, $150; 
Mrs. Bridget and Frank Jinn, $130; John Blackburn, $125; Owen 
inns, $1242 E,..J. OMalicy, 4125 Whamasee. Fini 100: James 
D. Murray, $100; Joseph Grohens, $100; Lawrence Denipsey, Sr., 
#100; James Cantield, $100; Peter Campbell, $100; James Harvey, 
$100; 31.3. Fielding, #100; Thos. Talligan, $100; Mas, @. 1. Welty, 
$100; Michael O'Matley, 8100; Win, Blackburn, $100; Tlenry and 
Edward Ulrich, $100; Jolin A. Greenwalt, 8100; Willian MTeCoy, 
#50; Mas. KE. Schmidt, $50; Mas. [ugh MeQGuirk, $50; 1K. 1D. Jones, 
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#50; Sarah McCoy, #50; P. HL. Dumphy, $50; Carl Acker, #50; 
Henry O*Hare, $50; John Finn, £50; Angust Grohens, $90; ld- 
ward Campbell, $50; Thomas Blaekbnin, $50; B. J. Bushman, S40; 
Anton Donvier, $30; Charles McCoy, $25; Patrick Patterly $25; 
George ITealy, #25; ‘George werclis, 2205 Do. Fitzpatrick, ss 
Thomas McCoy, $25; Frank MeCoy, $25; A. ML Head, $25; Ber- 
nard Feely, $25; - John Dumphy, #25 

The rectory is 30x34 feet, of red pressed brick, two stories, 
basement and attie, heated by hot-air furnace. Water fron a 
large tank in the attie¢ is afforded all over the house, and a splendid 
sewage disposal system has been supplied. 

The furniture is solid mahogany of the Mission style. Hard- 
woud floors have been laid thronghont. The cost was $8,500. 

The church is of the Spanish Mission style, 40x80 feet, with 
belfry. It is made of red pressed brick. ‘The pews, of massive 
dark oak, will hold 346 people. 

Steam is the heating medium. The altars and communion rail 
ave of white marble. Over the sanetuary are ten Roman arches, 
the main ones. over the altars, rest on massive pillars. The vestry 
is of brick and may de used as a chapel. 

The main altar was contributed by Miss Mary Ann Leonard ; 
the Virgin's altar by Patrick, Thomas, Bridget and John Mor- 
rissey; the St. Joseph’s altar by Patrick and John Lally; the 
communion rail by Willian Morrissey. The contributions by the 
Morrisseys make $3,200. The sanetuary Jamp was the gift of 
the Cahill sisters. The large candlestieks were given by Martin 
Whalen: the ostensorinm by Mrs. Marv O'Malley: the three mar- 
ble crncifixes for the altars by Mis. Bridget Finn. 

In 1854 a petition was presented to the board of supervisors, 
to organize a new township ont of what then composed Amboy and 
Hamilton. The petition was granted and the first town meeting 
was held in April, 1855. 

‘ne first supervisor was Alfred Wolcott: first assessor was 
Sherman W. Caldwell; tirst justices of the peace, Abram Morrison 
and A. 8. Phillips; first town clerk, Simon Dykman; first collector, 
David Morrison. 

In 1838 W. H. Blair located on section 24. Tn 1841 J. C. Haley, 
a native of Pennsylvania, settled there. In 1846 R. Scott, a native 
of Seotland, settled on section 15. 

When the Kinyon road promised to go throngh Marion town- 
ship, its managers desired the township to bond itself for $50,000 ; 
but the proposition was defeated almost wnanimously. But the 
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road was built just the same; and largely through the influence of 
Messrs, MeCrystal, Conderman and Jones, the station was located 
about in the center of the township, and it was named Walton, and 
it is the only station in the township. 

Today, besides the beautiful Cathohe church, the parsonage, 
and the parish hall, there is one general store, a blacksmith shop, 
an agricultural implement store and warehouse and a grain ele- 
vator which does a very large business, the average amount of grain 
being about two hundred thousand bushels per annum, shipped 
from the elevator. Marion raises a great deal of live stock. 

Some of the biggest wen of Lee county in all lines of endeavor 
have come from Marion townsinp. Mar. Hiram A. Brooks, now of 
Dixon, one of the ablest lawyers and one of the best trial lawyers 
of the state, was born there and so was his brother and partner, 
Clarenee C. Brooks. Charles B. Morrison, at one time United 
States district attorney for the Chicago district, was raised there. 
Kdward and Charles Brewster, two of Dixon’s able lawyers, were 
born and raised there. Connty Judge Robert H. Scott is a Marion 
boy, born and raised there, and son of a pioneer. George O'Malley, 
the clothing merehant, and Charles I. Slain, of the undertaking 
establishment of Jones & Slain, are Marion bovs. Thus all over 
Lee county the boys from Marion have rendered a good account of 
the stock which made it the rich and populous township that it is. 

Marion has had its tragedies of the air and of the earth. The 
tornado of 1860 passed right through the middle in its eastward 
race through the county. It picked up here and there a few little 
items of lanber, but no daniage to speak of was done. In the year 
1912, however, a windstorm came along which blew down the pas- 
senger station, and nearly every other building in Walton. 

Tn the early part of Jannary, 1870, an unfortunate tragedy 
occurred which shoeked the countryside. Francis Marion Spangler 
shot and killed one Timothy Keane. Both were prosperons farmn- 
ers and residents of Marion and beth were men of igh standing 
in the comnumity. Tt seems Neane’s cattle broke into Spangler’s 
field. The latter shat them up and kept them until Keane came 
over and demanded their release. In anger hot words passed and 
Keane then attempted to drive themaway. Spangler then shot and 
killed Keane with a gun, after whieh he surrendered himself to the 
authorities in Amboy and was brought to jail. 

This beeame one of the most famous trials in the story of Lee 
county. Leonard Swett of Chicago defended Spangler and after 
a terrifie battle, he sueceeded in getting an acquittal for his elent. 


OF AMT hee eV LU. 
MAY TOWNSHIP 


Stil sojourning within the confines comprehended in old Inlet 
precinet, we enter the township of May, whose history is preserved 
to us with considerable volume and aceuraey. 

The first settlers of May were compelled to go to [Inlet to vote 
at the house of Joseph Sawver, which was the polling place. May 
did not become a separate polling place until the vear 1845, 

The first settler was a man named Joseph Bay, who settled on 
section 15. The next settler was Tra Axtel, who settled the same 
year on section 6. So far T have been unable to ascertain the exact 
dates of their settlement, but it was in the early thirties. 

The town was named May in honor of Captain May, an Ameri- 
ean officer, who fell in the battle of Palo Alto. 

Of those who came in 1840 were William Dolan, who settled on 
section 14; Martin MeGowan, J. Moran and John Davey, who took 
up their claims on 14 and 23. 

Tn 1843 May was made a separate precinet, and in 1845 the land 
was surveved by the Government and thrown into market. 

The old Peoria road from Dixon’s Ferry went through this 
township, which joins Marion on the south, and along the same, at 
the residence of My. Morrison, a postoffiee was established which 
was called Mav Hill. 

As I have said, May was made an independent voting precinct 
in 1845. In seventeen vears, 1860, she had 120 votes, vet May town- 
ship furnished forty-seven men to aid in the suppression of the 
rebelhon. Company F, of the Seventy-fifth Tinois Infantry, was 
recruited almost exelusively from this little township. 

Patrick Riley, one of Mavy’s hest citizens. settled in that town- 
ship in the vear 1848, on section 23. He wasa hard working, frugal 
man and im time he had aceumulated a fortune. Tn 1860 his health 
began to fail, and. notwithstanding all his efforts to restore it, 
in 1868 he died. Ambitious to do good to Jess fortunate people, 
who might he assisted bv edueational advantages, he left 120 aeres 
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to be enjoyed by his wife during life, then Martin MeGowan and 
Patrick McCann in trust for the purposes of constructing an aecad- 
emy in Maytown. These trustees sold the 120 aeres left them and 
set to work and exeented their trust faithfully by beginning its 
construction on a piece of land belonging to the estate, on the old 
Peoria stage road, eight niles from Amboy. The main building 
was 30x48. ‘The L was 16x18 feet and the entire structure was 
twenty feet in height. The school was divided into several ecom- 
partments. On the first floor were the school rooms, music room, 
parlor, sitting room, dining room and kitchen. On the second floor 
was the chapel, beautifully finshed with a vaulted roof. The rest 
of the upper floor was divided into sleeping rooms, occupied by 
pupils who boarded at the academy. The building was surmounted 
by an observatory, from which a splendid view of the surrounding 
country was had. Young ladies alone were received as boarders, 
but boys were received as day scholars. Six sisters of the Benedic- 
tine order taught the various grades in the common branches and 
in addition tanght mnsic, drawing, French and German. 

Tn September, 1880, the academy was dedicated and for a long 
while the school was crowded with pupils. But after about ten 
years of happy suecesses, the attendance fell off until it, was con- 
sidered best to abandon it altogether. In 1895 the property was 
sold and the old academy was tom down. 

The advantages to the township were immeasurable and May 
township as an edueational center ranked very high. It seems too 
bad that so useful an institution should deeline, but then in earthly 
affairs we must accept the mevitable. Like Lée Center, rivals 
attracted the elildren. As bovs and girls read about the larger 
schools, like ehildven the world over, they felt that the ttle school 
was vot big enough for them and like the old Lee Center schoo} it 
dropped out of existence peacefully and qnietly, though leaving 
behind memories never to be effaced by the most vigorous workings 
of time. The spot was beautiful. The teachers were of the very 
highest class and all the conditions were ideal. It does seem too 
bad that idealism cannot fight its way against the intensely prac- 
tical imstitutions of today. 

The old state railroad, which was graded through May town- 
ship, caneght many a poor settler. James Darey was one of them. 
Ile worked on the grade in 1840, for whieh labor he was paid in 
worthless serip, issued by a so-called banker of La Salle, named 
A. 11. Bones. Yet in the fare of lis early adversities. Oi. Darey 
accumulated a handsome fortune. 


BUSTOLY OF LER COUNTY 01 


Through the machinations of interested parties, the stage road 
was changed and the May Ill postottice was shifted to the resi- 
denee of Daniel Beard. [In 1850 Willian Dolan laid the matter 
before the then Postinaster-General, and three months afterwards 
the route was changed again and the postoffice restored to its for- 
mer location. A Ma. Hubbard then was appointed postmaster, 
which position he held continuously until the railroad was contin- 
ued into Sublette and the pustoffice was removed to that place. 

in the year 1850 the township was organized by Joseph Craw- 
ford, Harvey Morgan and Lorenzo Wood, county commissioners. 

For a time, May township people had many good reasons to 
expect the Ihnois Central railroad would run through the town. 
In fact, the old grade, made many year's before the road was built, 
was made through May township, running southerly past the acad- 
emy. ‘The same grade, to be seen today just outside of Dixon, was 
part of the same survey and fared as the one which was made 
through May. 

The Anti Claim Jumping Association was very strong in May 
cownship. Its membership extended from May through Amboy 
over into Lee Center and the first call for action, alnost, was made 
to its members to redress a wrong done in the township of May. 

A ian named Hiram Anderson had made a elaim. Anderson 
offended a neighbor, who, representing himself to be the owner, in 
turn went to Dixon and sold the claim to Bull, who dealt in claims 
once a While. Bull it seems, as I get the story from May, also 
drove stage down the old Peoria road. 

When Anderson found that his claim had not only been sold ont 
from under hin, but that Bull actually had stepped over to the land 
office and entered it from the Government and received his receiv- 
er’s reeeipt, Anderson notified the econmittee. A meeting of the 
‘Palestine Grove Minutemen,” as the association was called, met 
in the barn of My. Fessenden, over in Sublette, and passed the usual 
set of resolutions demanding its return. 

The entire association nearly, went to Dixon. Most of them 
waited in the timber south of town while Chester Badger and a 
My. Baird went to the Western tavern, where Bull was stopping, 
to demand the return of the claim. Bull was loaded in a wagon 
and started to jail; but explanations followed; Bull conveyed the 
claim to Anderson; the neighbor gave his note for what he got. 
Anderson secured the $1.25 per aere which Bull had paid, and thus 
a bad job was straightened out. Tf it had not been adjusted the 
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angry meinbers would have seized Bull and they would have 
secured satisfaction. There was a case, which if sent to the courts, 
never would have been adjusted properly. Besides much money 
in lawyers’ fees would have been spent. This committee settled it 
fairly, expeditiously and withont expense. Border committees 
generally are needed. 

Religious influences always have had a strong foothold in May. 
Not only was the academy donnnated by the refining and enabling 
influences of religion, throngh the efforts of a noble company of 
Sisters of the Benedictine order, but the laity at large over the 
town actively supported the interest of the church. i 

The first schoolhouse in the township was erected on section 3 
and for a time it was used by the Catholic church for its services. 
A short time after the war, the German Catholics built a church on 
the east side of the township, which was named St. Mary’s. At 
about the same time the Irish members of the Catholic chnyeh brit 
a chureh on the west side of the township, which cost approxi- 
mately nine thonsand dollars. It surpassed any church building 
in that part of the county for many years. 

Subsequently, however, the building of the beautiful Cathohe 
ehureh at Sublette, by all odds the most beautiful and costly church 
in Lee county, drew to it most of the May Germans and the May 
church was permitted to remain unoecnpied. The west side church 
has prospered almost phenomenally. A parish house for fairs and 
entertainments and a handsome parsonage have been added. As 
thongh to contribute its mite, Nature herself furnishes with almost 
ho expense natural gas which is piped to the surface and into the 
buildings and there you will find the most beantiful ilhmination 
to be fonnd in Lee connty.. Rev. Father Poreella enjovs the love of 
one of the very large parishes of the eounty. 

The famners of May generally are men of large means, devoted 
to the best methods of soil culture and to the raising of live stock, 
pure bred. In fact May leads the comnty in its numbers of fine 
stuck raisers. Among those who have very choice herds are 
MehLanghlin brothers, James and Charles, who own perhaps the 
best herd of Poland China hogs in Lee county. At the fairs of last 
fall, they took nearly every bine ribbon offered by the manage- 
ments. They also own a splendid herd of shorthorn eattle. My. 
Peter J. Streit, the noted Duroe Jersey hog raiser, by the exercise 
of careful selection and judicious mating and pruning, has assem- 
bled what is regarded as one of the choicest herds in the state. Ts 
aminal sales are regarded now as famous events in Duroc annals. 
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My. Streit also has the best stables of Morgan horses in Northern 
Hlinois. Last fall nothing was able to stand before them at the 
fairs. 

Wilham J. Sharkey, James Buckley and Bernard Dorsey also 
have tine herds of the popnlar Duroe swine. 

Michael Leffelman owns a herd of Chester White hogs, which 
for a long while has attracted attention. In strong competition, 
My. Leffelman, at the fairs, has taken every one of the bine ribbons. 

One featnive of Maytown has been made especially noticeable to 
the writer. For several vears the children of James Buckley, espe- 
cially William, and the children of William J. Sharkey have been 
correspondents for the Weekly Citizen, and in justice to those 
young people, children | might say, | must say their letters are 
things of infinite deight to me. Invariably they are filled with 
sparkling wit and htnnor that would Dring laughter from a cake of 
ice. Mavtown children are exceptionally bright youngsters. 

The children of May have given good accounts of themselves 
wherever they have cast their Jot. Daniel FE. Shanahan, of Chi- 
cago, Representative in the Legislature and the power in republican 
polities for many vears, behind the throne, was born and raised in 
old May towuship. W. J. MeGuire, of Peoria, is another worthy 
son of the same township. In politics he has won fame and in busi- 
ness he has won success. Two other voung men, lawvers, are 
rapidly going forward to the same splendid goal—James Dorsey 
and John M. Buekley, another son of my old friend, James 
Buekley. 

Novimally, May is democratic; but the voters of May never per- 
mit themselves to be influenced by party affiliations in township 
matters. Mar. Bucklev is a republican, vet Ins democratic neigh- 
bors have elected him supervisor for vears. 

Maytown people ave hospitable people; notably so. Nobody 
ean call at the home of a man from May and leave before he takes 
ameal. | have seen this fact demonstrated so many times that very 
naturally my heart has been drawn towards the people of good old 
May. 

Naines of Mav's earlier settlers: Joseph Bay; Iva Axtel; Wil- 
liam Dolan, one of the most prominent of May's citizens, 1540; 
Martin McGowan. J. Moran and John Darev, 1840; Patriek 
McCann, who came with the Tlinois Central grade into the county, 
1853; Andrew Kessler, 1850; Joseph G. Hall, 1857; George Ash, 
ieo72 oilas W. Avery, 1857; Heh Fitzpatiick, 1857: Michael 
Harrer, 1862. 
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This famous trial was brought once more into the public eye so 
late as the month of November, 1913, when through Attorney John 
P. Devine, the old Keane farm, a beautiful pieee of ground, was 
sold in order that it might be divided among the heirs who all these 
year's had clung to the old home. Attorney Albert H. Hanneken, 
a special master in chancery, conducted the sale and the land was 
struck off and sold to Philip Keane, one of the heirs, for $122 per 
Vole 


CHAPTER XXIX 
MELUGIN’S GROVE TOWNSHIP 


The first settlements of this county were made in or on the 
fringe of groves, hence we tind Melugin’s Grove, Guthrie’s Grove, 
Franklin Grove, Inlet Grove, Twin Grove, Paw Paw Grove, Pales- 
tine Grove, Gap Grove, ete., and for that same reason the sections 
of Lee county dotted with groves were settled long vears before the 
beautiful prairie country which generally offered much better soil. 
The wealth of timber for fuel of course was the first consideration 
of the settler and so the groves were selected. 

The Black Hawk war, which brought thousands of men from 
all over the state to Lee county, then in Jo Daviess county, made 
strong friendships for the locality and for John Dixon. Among 
the number were two men who had much to do with Melugin’s 
Grove, Zachariah Melugin and his brother-in-law, John K. 
Robison. 

Through the influence of My. Dixon, Zachariah Melugin settled 
at the grove subsequently given his name and that point became the 
second in Lee county to be settled. 

In 1832 My. Melugin lived near Springfield. When the Black 
Hawk war broke out he was on Rock island and on the arrival of 
the troops at the mouth of Roek river, he enlisted. The country 
around Dixon’s ferry pleased him so well that after settling his 
affairs back at Springfield, he returned to Dixon’s ferry in 1833, 

Believing the new stage road between Galena and Chicago 
would open many possibilities, My. Melugin, at the suggestion of 
Mr. Dixon, selected the grove, twenty miles distant, for a stage 
station, and when on Jan. 1, 1834, the first stage traveled the route, 
Mr. Melugin took passage and stopped off at the grove and Iuilt 
his log cabin on what afterwards became the northeast quarter of 
section 4. The Indians were munerous but friendly, and without 
molestation, he kept house all alone the first winter. The long 
evelings were generally spent visiting with the Indians who called. 

405 
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In the spring his sister, Mary, came from Sanganion county 
and lived with lnm until Oct. 12, 1834, when, at Ottawa, he was 
mnarried to Mary Ross, of Ross’s Grove, DelXalb county. During 
that summer of 1834, Miss Melugin was alone many days, in the 
inidst of Indians who ditbbed her a “brave squaw.’’ The spring 
from which water was procured for the stage house was eighty 
rods away in the tunber, but never was she annoved by Indians. 
That spring played an inportant part in another particular. There 
were no churns, so in order te be busy when going to the spring, 
the empty pail was balanced on her head while with both bands the 
crea was shaken ma coffee pot until the butter **¢ame.”’ 

During tlis summer Abss Melnigin paid a visit to Alvs. Dixon at 
Dixon’s Ferry. There she met John K. Robison. JIe too had 
served in the Black Ilawk war, from [fancock county, although he 
enlisted at the month of Rock river, and at the close of the war he 
remained with the Dixon family in the capacity of teacher for the 
childven. On Sept. 10, 1835, Miss Melugin and Mr. Robison were 
married at the home of Zachariah Melugin, by the Reverend Har- 
ris, a Methodist circuit rider, and that was the first wedding cere- 
mony performed at Melugin’s Grove. 

My. Robison built Ins house half a mile from Melugin’s, of 
unhewed logs, chinked with pieces of wood and plastered over with 
a mortar made of clay. The shakes used for a roof were made of 
split trees, the same as the floor. The shelves for pans and dishes 
im this house were made by boring holes in the logs, driving in long 
pins and laying a board across the pins. 

In this honse the menage was exactly as in every other pioneer 
cabin. The fireplace warmed the room and served for a cooking 
stove; bread was baked in iron kettles with tron covers, the kettle 
being placed in one side of the fireplace and eovered with coals and 
hot ashes; potatoes were roasted also in those same ashes. Gourds 
plaved a very prominent part in the array of cooking utensils. 
They were used for baskets, basins, cups, dippers, soap dishes, ete. 
Hollow trees, sawed, were used for well enrbs, bechives and storage 
receptacles for housing grain, Troughs hollowed from trees were 
used to contain sugar sap, and during a rain storm they were used 
to eateh water under the caves and to store it, and they were used 
for milk pans. Sometimes the troughs were used as eradles to 
rock the babies to sleep. Butter bowls, ladles, rolling pins, brooms, 
ete.. were made by the husband from wood with implements of the 
ridest sort. So, too, the hushand inended his own harness and eob- 
bled the honschold shoes. Tn the absenee of clocks and watehes 
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certain marks on the doors or side of the house indicated the time 
of day and the position of the Big Dipper indicated the same by 
night. The well or the water trough reflected the features for hair- 
dressing and shaving, and with but one change of clothing for each, 
the same was washed and ironed while the child slept. And such 
indeed was the house and the manner of housekeeping with that 
same John Ix. and Mis. Robison. 

Brooms in those days were made from young hickory trees 
about three inches through, peehne off the hark, then with pocket 
knife the men-folks commenced on the end of the stick intended 
for the brush part and pecled the stiek in narrew strips or spliuits 
about a sixteenth of an inch thick and abont eighteen imeches long. 
The heart of the stick would not peel and that was ent off, leaving 
a stick about three inches long in the center of these sphnts. The 
splints being dropped back over this stick they then commenced 
on the handle end and stripped splints toward those already made, 
and long enough to cover them. When the stick was stripped, the 
splints were all tied together around the stick left in the center of 
the splints first stripped, and the remainder of the handle was then 
stripped to complete the broom. 

Flint and steel were used to kindle fire, but ‘‘borrewing fire”’ 
when learned, was much more common and mueh easier, when 
there were neighbors from whom to borrow. 

The nearest grain and five stock market for Melugin was Chi- 
cago and to go and come seldom took less than seven days. Ina 
muddy season, the time consumed was more. 

The nearest gristuall then was Green's intl near Ottawa. A 
woolen mill there sentehed and carded wool into rells fit for spin- 
ning back at home by the women. 

John K. Robison brought to the grove from Nauvoo the first 
currant bushes; he carmed them on horseback. The fashion of the 
day was for husband and wite to ride the same horse when they 
went a distance together, the man sitting ahead and the wife behind. 

Mr. Robison was not only the first teacher in Lee county, both 
at Dixon and Melngin, but he was the first Justice of the peace at 
Melugin. He tanght school in his own honse until the first school- 
house was built, in 1837: at that time he had eight pupils. 

The first tailor to loeate at Melugin was Henry Vreoman. The 
first postmaster was Abram V. Christeance: he also was first con- 
stable. Charles Morgan and son were the first merchants, and kept 
millinery. Doctor Bissell was the first physician. Cornelius 


408 HISTORY OF LEE COUNTY 


Christeance was the first white child born, John Melngin and W. 
W. Gilmore followed ; all born in the year 1835, 

Church services were held at private houses when the cireuit 
rider appeared, until church buildings or schoolhouses were built. 
In the Grove, the first chureh to be organized was the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in 1837, at the house of Melugin, and the first 
Sunday school to be organized was in 1847 or 1848, by Reverend 
Haney of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Zachariah Melugin being from Sangamon county and in the 
Black awk war, became intimately acquainted with Abraham 
Lineoln, and when Mr. Melugin returned there, Lincoln visited 
hin at his father’s home. 

So near as I ean learn, A. V. Christeance was the next settler 
here at Melugin. He took a claim in 1835, the mouth of June, on 
the south side of the stage road and used his house as a tavern. He 
and Mas. Christeanec traveled with an ox team from Schenectady 
county, New York. By the time they reached Melugin, Mrs. Chris- 
teance was so tired she declared she would go no further. That spot 
happened to be the Grove. Their son, Cornelius, born in 1835, was 
the first white child born there. 

Indians were numerous and many times they covered the floor 
of the tavern, sleeping. The prophet, Joe Smith, who seems to have 
been a familiar figure in Lee county history, also stopped there 
Upon one occasion. 

Although Ma. Christeance would be gone a week or ten days at 
a time, to market, in Chieago, Mas. Christeance never was molested 
by Indians nor by members of the ‘‘ Banditti of the Prairie,’’ who, 
then unknown, stopped inany times at their tavern. 

John Gilmore eame along at about the same time as My. Guth- 
ric, in 1834. These gentlemen selected their claims and returned, 
Mr. Gilmore for lis family and Mi. Guthrie to settle business 
affairs. Mr. Gihnore paid Melugin #50 for part of bis claim, the 
northeast quarter of section 5, while Guthrie took up a claim fiu- 
ther east, known as Guthrie’s Grove and later as Little Melngin 
Grove. 

The trip of the Gilmore family was almost identical with that 
of the Christeanee family, only the Gilnores cane west in a wagon 
dvawn by horses, About three miles east from Melugin’s house. 
the horses gave out; they could travel no further. Tt was June 4, 
1835. Mis. Gilmore and her five children had been riding; Mr. 
Gilmore and Mr. Guthrie had been walking beside the team. Rain 
had been falling steadily all day. After a eonsultation it was 
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decided that Ma. and Mis. Gilmore and the elildven should push 
forward to Melugin’s house, three miles west. Mar. Guthrie 
remained with the team. Late that night the Melugin house was 
reached by the tired and bedraggled Gilmores. The following day 
help was sent back to Guthrie and he and the team were conveyed 
easily to the Melugin home. Mav. Guthrie too had been a Black 
Hawk soldier. 

Very soon Mr. Gilmore had built a log cabin twelve feet square, 
with a puncheon floor, shakes for a roof, held in place by weight 
poles. A stick-and-inud fireplace was added as well as a door, and 
the Gilmores were permanent, and in this house W. W. Gilmore 
was born Nov. 8, 1835. 

The only work to be had at that tine was twenty miles away 
at Ross Grove in DeKalb county and the payment for it was made 
in provisions. To this point then May. Gilmore and Wilham Guth- 
rie walked forth and back; the first of the week eastward to work ; 
Saturday night backward with theiy wages on their shoulders. 

During one of these absences that winter, near Christmas, the 
mud and stick climney took fire and if pernutted to run would 
consume the house very soon. In her stocking feet Mrs. Gilmore 
rushed to and from the now frozen spring, twenty reds away, carry- 
ing water; but she made no headway. The nine-vear-old son, A. P. 
Gilmore, was sent a mile distant through the woods, at midmeght, 
to the house of Ma. Chliisteanee for help. The tire was put out, but 
the damage to the building had been considerable. That perlous - 
night was stormy and bitter cold, but the pioneer woman of Lee 
county feared nothing. 

Later Ma. Gilmore added to his house and opened a tavern and 
stage house. Al] who did so prospered, and AL. Gilmore was no 
exception to the rule. The Galena-Chicago highway beeanic a 
thoronghfare as inportant for those days as the great Northwest- 
ern is today for our community. 

In the fall of 1836 Wilhain Guthrie was married to Miss Ross 
of Ross Grove, where he had worked most of the winter before. 
Mr. Gilmore made a great event of it for his old friend Guthrie. 
Mx. Gilmore hooked up his best voke of oxen, took his wife and the 
younger children, Mr. Guthrie and two lady friends and by con- 
stant urging the oxen made the trip that dav. The Rosses were 
great people in those days and Mr. Guthrie made a great catch, and 
so that wedding dav was inade one of the greatest days the town- 
ship of Paw Paw in DeKalb county ever saw. 

Troy Grove was a place of consequence those days and it was 


the custom at times to go there for provisions. On one of those 
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trips My. Gilmore met a Methodist preacher named Luminery. 
The latter was invited to come to Melugin Gvove and hold a meet- 
ing. Accordingly in six weeks, the succeeding round of the circuit, 
the preacher came and held services in the Gilmore cabin, which 
every soul at Melugin attended and still there was room to spare. 
A church and a class were organized and ever since that early date 
the ehureh and the class have continued without interruption. 

Among those carly settlers was O. P, Johnson, who located at 
the west end of the grove and opened a tavern. He marmed Eliza- 
beth Ross, one of the historic Ross family of Delxalb county. 

Ezra Berry was another of the 1835 pioncers to settle at the 
grove. Ile married Miss Kleanor Meligin, sister of Zachariah. 

Some have said the first schoolhouse was built on the farm of 
Mr. Chiristeance in 1838, but investigation has proved conclusively 
the year was 1837, and that Zachanah Melugin was the first teacher 
suecceding My. Robison. Ma. Meligin was a man of superior intel- 
lect and ability. So early as the year 1836 or 1837 be composed a 
peem published in the Rock River Register, the first paper pub- 
lished on Rock river. lle died in 1842 and his widow married Wil- 
ham Atkinson. 

The first funeral in Brooklyn township, 1 beheve, was that of 
a My. Little, a Scotchman, whose body was the first to be buried in 
the eemetery. 

Meligin’s Grove became, for a ttle place, a place of impor- 
tanee. A Masonie lodge was organized at the house of O. P. John- 
son, in 1858, of which John (. Corbus was the first master; John 
Gilmore was the first senior warden; S. If. Finley, first junior 
warden; Jonathan N. I[vde, senior deacon; Oliver P. Johnson, 
junior deacon; J. R. Bisbee, secretary ; William Guthrie, treasurer ; 
and Robert Riteliue, tyler. 

In those halevon davs Judge R. 8. Farrand tanght school at 
Melugin and it was frum Alelngin that he came to Dixon to act 
as deputy sheriff wider Jonathan N. Tlills, elected from Melugin, 
Jonathan N. Tyvde was elected clerk of the eirenit court from Melu- 
ginzsand Melugin, wider Doctor Corbus and others of the old guard, 
became master of the political game and bossed county polities 
more or less. 

Until 1873 Melugin’s Grove prospered. Then the Kinvon rail- 
road went through Brooklyn township, ahent a mile to the south, 
and Joel Compton platted the town of Compton, a mile away, and 
all the glamour and tradition of the old grove and the stage route 
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and stage coach days disappeared. One by one the Grove people 
moved over to the railroad and Compton. Oue by one the bunld- 
ings were moved over to Compton. Love for the old place was 
stroug and the ties were hard to break, but the last had to give 
way, and to this day the entire population of prosperous Compton 
are descendants of the old Mehigin’s Guvove stock, and so closely 
nitermarricd that nearly every family is related to every other 
family. The sturdy old times established fortunes which the 
younger ones of today are enjoying. 

Compton teday is a bright, wide-awake, beautifully built and 
more beautifully kept httle village of about three hundred and 
fifty people. It seems as though every vesident of the place owns 
an automobile, It contains a garage, 80 feet long and 40 feet wide, 
operated by Sam Aregraves, a son of one of the old settlers. There 
is seareely an bony of the day this gavage is not filled. There is 
not a town lot but has its cement sidewalk. Phe [Ihnois Northern 
Utilties gives it day and mght clectrie heht and power service. 

Beantiful homes predominate. It supports one of the best 
hotels in the state, under the management of Ma. Card. The Comp- 
ton Mereantile Company store, owned by Joseph Kaufman, 
Edward A. Bennett and John L. Clapp, is one of the connnedious 
stores of the county. It earmes a big stock and transacts an enor- 
mous annual busmess. 

John Archer, just across the way, enjoys a splendid business. 

W. HH. Dishong is the hardware man. H. A. Bernardin has as 
fine a furniture store as vou will find outside of a big city. 

The First National Bank enjoys a splendid business. 

But the important enterprise of Compton is the Chandler TLos- 
pital. This institution, built by a vonng physician named Dy. 
A, W. Chandler, has sprung into national fame, and Doctor 
Chandler has become one of the most noted surgeons in the country, 
Patients from the Atlantic to the Pacific have come to the Chandler 
Hospital for treatment. [na little town, with bnt one railroad, 
Doctor Chandler, by sheer abilitv, has made himself and his hos- 
pital famous. In dns work, Mis. Chandler has been a tremendous 
help. She is one of the inost superior women one can find. When 
in his earlier years it beecaine necessary to have the services of one 
skillful and helpful enough to administer anestheties, Mrs. Chand- 
ler stepped into the breach and supplied the Doctor's greatest need. 
As a surgeon's support and counselor, Mas. Chandler has no 
superior. More dehghtful, intellectual, attractive and eompan- 
ionable people than Doetor and Mis. Chandler are not to be found. 
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Reeently they purehased in Dixon one of the most beautiful 
homes in Lee county, situated on the bank of Rock river. Here 
durme the summer months they delight in entertaining their 
friends. 

Chandler [fospital is one of the big institutions of Lee eounty, 
and for successful amelioration of human suffering 1t outranks any 
institution in the land. The imstitation has a reputation extending 
far and wide. Nothing in Lee county has so extensive a reputation 
and it is doubtful if any other spot in northern [linois is as well 
known. 

Compton and West Brooklyn are splendid grain markets and 
in both places at least 750,000 bushels of grain are marketed 
annually. 

When in 1878 the Kinvon road was built through Brooklyn 
township, the people voted to bond the town for $50,000 to help 
buildit. The bonds were issued and sold, and by reason of non-per- 
formance of promises made by promoters of the road, payment of 
the bonds was contested for vears; but in the end the courts ruled 
for the bonds and, with a comproniise, they were paid. 

Between West Brooklyn platted on section 8 and Compton 
platted on section 11a fierce rivalry existed from the first and only 
until recent vears has the old fend died down. Compton was 
platted by Joel Compton on his farm. West Brooklyn was platted 
by Demas L. Harris, O. P. Johnson and R. N. Woods. Believing 
that the factional warfare would ruin both places, Andrew J. Carn- 
ahan conecived the plan of building on his farm, the northeast 
quarter of section 9, midway between the rivals, another town and 
on June 19, 1873, he platted Carnahan and built thereon a grain cle- 
vator. But the other two places prospered and survived and after 
serious financial losses, Mar. Carnahan abandoned his plat. The 
big elevator, unused, stands today, a monument to reeall the fiereest 
town site fights which Lee county ever witnessed. The first clureh, 
Methodist, was organized in 1857 at the house ef Zachariah Melu- 
gin and Rev. 8. R. Beggs beeaine the first pastor, a circuit rider. 
Until about the vear 1850, church services were held in the sehool- 
house; then a church was built. Later, in 1860, another building 
was erected and that was meved to Comptou, and considerably 
enlarged, is used today. 

The United Brethren oecupy the other ehuveh. 

There isa Masonie lodge in Compton. 

Ma. Jol W. Banks, the supervisor of Brooklyn, operates the 
only grain elevator in Compton. The place is a famous grain center 
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and Mz. Banks has marketed as high as 400,000 bushels of grain 
ina year. 

The Chicago, Burlington & Quiney is the only read runing 
through Compton. For a tine it was expected the Chivago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul would extend its north and south branch through 
Compton, but for reasons best known to railroads, it ran a mile to 
the east and established the Roxbury station and built an elevator. 
There are no stores in Roxbury, which is mn Wvoming township, 
but a large amount of grain which found its way toe Compten 
formerly now is marketed at Roxbury. 

Only recently, Compton installed a complete water and sewer 
system. Its fire protection facilities are as nearly perfect as 
possible. The Yocum telephone system has its central office in 
Compton. 

Clemons & Clemons do a fine business in blacksmithing and 
wagon naking and general repairing. 

Mr. Harvey A. Cook tells mie as high as forty thousand dollars 
has been received by the Chicago, Burlington & Quincey road at 
that station for freight in a vear. 

Compton and West Brooklyn are in the midst of one of the best 
of farming sections. Lands run in value about two hundred dollars 
per acre. There isa voting precinct at each place. West Brooklyn 
is heavily democratic, while Compton in largely progressive, with 
republicans and democrats running along close together. When 
Mr. Compton platted this village, he reserved a block of ground for 
park purposes whieh he planted to trees. In this he eveeted a 
pagoda and there the Compton band gives simuiner concerts. 

The residenees are kept up beautifully and there are many of 
them. Doctor Carnahan, the venerable first physician of the plaee, 
still vesides at Compton, retired. Back in the dawn of things at 
Melugin Grove he practiced. 

Many retired farmers live there; while others have gone to 
Dixon, others dechne to break old home ties, and all of them 
are rich. 


WEST BROOKLYN 


By Oliver L. Gehant 


The village of West Brooklyn was laid out and platted in the 
month of Aneust, 1872, on lands belonging to Oliver P. Johnson, 
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Demas L. Harms and Renben N. Woods. These three gentlemen 
were large land owners in the west side of Brooklyn township, 
hence the origin of the name, West Brooklyn. 

At the time the present branch of the Chicago, Burlington and 
Quiney railroad was built through the township, there seems to 
have existed an agreement between the prominent citizens and land 
owners of the town of Brooklyn that the station, which was agreed 
upon with the raahvoad company was to be located within the town- 
ship as a part of the consideration of $50,000 paid through bonds 
issued by the town in favor of the railroad project. The site of 
the new village was to be at Modoe, connnonly called Carnahan 
Station, the place being almost, if not exaetly, in the center of 
the township, east and west. 

Then, as well as now, officials were sometimes aetuated by sel- 
fish motives, and the agreement was disregarded. The railroad 
officials loeated the station on the site that is now oecnpied by the 
village of Compton in the east chnd of the township. This aetion 
was the cause of the founders of West Brooklyn taking the muiti- 
ative and planning a village to suit their own ideas. 

Among the first to engage in the mercantile ife of West Brook- 
Ivn we find HE. TH. Carnahan, who conducted a general store on the 
corner of Second and Woods streets, in connection with the post- 
office. Hoerner Brothers, later succeeded by Wilham Hoerner, 
engaged in the general merchandise business on the corner of 
Second and Johnson streets, and A. Nichols & Sons soon followed in 
the same business on the south side of Johnson street, between 
Hirst and Second streets. Di. G. Ff. Sehrieber of Chicago, located 
in the new town shortly after its establishment and remained a 
resident of the village for many years. Daniel Barr was put in 
charge of the grain elevator erected by the West Andrus & Co, of 
Chicago, being sneececded after a few vears by George McCormiek. 
The latter continued in this ocernpation until about twelve vears 
ago, when ©, F*. Guifin, one of the leading business men of the town 
today, took charge of the business. 

Messrs. Albert Bieschke, Sr., and Joseph Kesel, both of Chi- 
cago, soon established shoe shops in West Brooklyn. Ma. Kesel 
retired from business many years ago, but Mar. Biesehke is still in 
the same oceupation at the old stand biult by him thirty-eight vears 
ago. Gruss Brothers, after a few vears, followed and engaged in 
the mannfacture of wagons and bugeies in connection with their 
general blacksmith shop. Ther sueceeded Thebiay Brothers and 
were in turn sueeeeded by Martin Gruss, one of the finn. Mrs. 
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Cheney was the first to operate a hotel in the new town, her first 
location being on the corner of First and Water streets. Wesley 
Hyde suceceded Mavs. Cheney, but after conducting the business 
for a time sold out to Mrs, Henry Wiguin. She continued in the 
hotel until her death, when Mrs. Katie Tressler, her oldest daugh- 
ter, became propnietor, and under her management the place soon 
enjoved a very good patronage. She erected the excellent Hotel 
Tressler, whieh adorns the corner of Seeond and Johnson streets, 
and which is recogiized by the traveling pubhe as anong the best 
equipped hotels in the county. 

Of the early men who were identified with the up-building of 
West Brooklyn, very few are stul with us. Albert Bieschke, Sr., 
and Martin Gruss appear to be the only survivors. The founders 
of the village, Messrs. Jolson, Harris and Woods, have long since 
passed away. Dr. G. F. Schrieber removed to Chicago ahout twenty 
years ago and was suceecded by our very efficient physician and 
surgeon, Dr. E, C. White. He has also served in the capacity of 
postmaster for the past sixteen years. John Gauss, general black- 
smith, returned to Chicago, where he too passed to the Creat 
Beyond. Terman Knauer has been in charge of the local shop for 
a number of vears and under lis management an up-to-date equip- 
ment has been installed and first-class workmanship is turned out. 
H. H. Carnahan discontinued the store thirty vears ago and 
removed to Towa and engaved in farming. 

Messrs. A. Nichols & Sons disposed of their mercantile imter- 
ests about the same time to Derr Brothers, and then moved to 
Minneapolis. Minnesota, where they engaged in the wholesale 
industry. Derr Brothers quit business at this place some twelve 
years ago. Joseph Kesel, one of the pioneer settlers, is residing at 
Aurora. Daniel Barr died about twenty-tive vears ago, while his 
successor, George MeCormick, died five vears ago at his home in 
Mendota, where he moved after retiring from the grain business 
here. C. L. Sunith, painter and decorator and one of the early set- 
tlers, passed to his reward within the past vear. William Tlocrner 
sold ont his mereantile business twenty vears ago and, together 
with his family, moved to Mendota. He was sueceeded by Henry 
F. Gehant of Viola township, in September, 1893. 

From this date a new epoch for West Brooklyn was soon to be 
realized. This young farmer, filled with zeal and ambition to do 
and to dare. began to take the necessary steps to imaugurate a 
movement which was intended to promote better conditions coim- 
mercially and socially in this village, which had after nearly twenty 
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years existence, less than one hundred and twenty-tive inhabitants. 
He established up-to-date business methods at the outset, and the 
best merchandise that money could purchase was placed upon his 
shelves. A good, live advertising medium, The West Brooklyn 
News, was founded by linn and a new era for the town inaugur- 
ated. Through his energy and untiring efforts the village was 
incorporated under the laws of [hnois, in September, 1894. The 
blind pigs, whieh had thrived nnintermupted for years, to the annoy- 
ance of the county court and the disgust of the law-abiding citizens 
of the village, were wiped out. The celebrated Richelieu was 
closed and Jaw and order established. Irom that time West Brook- 
lyn has taken her place in the front rauks of the municipalities of 
Lee county. 

Henry F. Gehant was the first mayor of the new incorpora- 
tion, continuing in that capacity for six years. O. P. Johnson was 
the second mayor, serving for two years and was sueeeeded by 
Henry F. Gehant, who served six years more or twelve years in 
all. EF. D. Gehant followed his cousin into the mayor's chair and 
was at the head of village affairs fur four vears. F. W. Meyer, 
our present mayor, 1s serving lis second vear and is the successor 
of My. Gehant. At the conelusion of Ma, Mever’s administration, 
West Brooklyn will have been incorporated twenty vears. 

In the meantime two grain elevators had been erected to care 
for the vast harvests each vear in the vieinity. Both original strue- 
tures were burned to the ground, but were rebuilt at once. One 
is owned and operated at the present time by Charles I. Guffin, 
while the other is owned by the Farmers Elevator Company, a cor- 
poration consisting of the farmers of the viemity. This corpora- 
tion has a capital of $15,000 and has been in existence since Dee. 
3, 1007. 

The village has a prosperous banking tistitution known as the 
Henry F. Gehant Banking Company, founded Jime 1, 1897, by 
Henry F. Gehant. At that time it boasted a capital of $10,000 and 
deposits of $50,000, but during its sixteen years of existence has 
developed wonderfully and today its statements show $25,000 eap- 
ital and deposits ranging from 8150,000 to $200,000. It not only 
serves the community dia banking capacity, but meets the demand 
in matters of insurance, real estate and farm loans. 

West Brooklyn has reason to feel proud of its ety waterworks 
plant, which is owned by the municipality and whieh supplies 
water to the entire town by meas of a system of water mains 
extending to every part of the village. As a result of the water 
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supply there has developed the West Brooklyn Vohimteer Fire 
Department, which utilizes the great water facilities at their dis- 
posal to protect the town against the fixe fiend. On several ocea- 
sions they have demonstrated their worth and their ability as 
firemen and saved the town from total destruction. Comment side- 
walks and cross walks are to be found in every part of the town. 
The remarkable fact concerning all these improvements is that 
they have been accomplished without the assistance of a corpora- 
tion tax and still the town is without debt. Not until the present 
year has a corporation tax been levied in West Brooklyn. The 
only debt which the people owe is an appreciation te those who 
have handled its affairs for the past twenty vears in such an able 
manner and nursed its financial income in such a way as to develop 
the most possible benefits therefrom for the people and municipal- 
ity in general. Their work has been remarkable when taking into 
eonsideration the small income of a few hundred dollars each vear 
with whieh they had to work. The streets are lighted with clee- 
tricity, this last convenience coming to the village during the past 
year, by granting a franchise to the Mlinvis Northern Utilities 
Company to enter into the town with its svstem. 

Perhaps two of the best general stores in Lee county are at 
West Brooklyn. Both have fine stocks and are well kept up by a 
practical management. I. W. Mever, who is the proprietor of one 
of these establishinents, came to this village cleven vears ago and 
has been very successful since that tiie. The other store is con- 
dueted by M. J. Biesehke and although a more recent arrival 
than his competitor, he has proven himself suceessful. Tle is a 
member of the village conncil and has also served his people as 
village clerk. 

Other mereantile establishments in West Brooklyn are two 
hardware and implement stores, a meat market, a restaurant, a 
plumbing shop, a barber shop, a drug store in connection with 
Dre vite Ss dince. coment black factory, a tile factors, A 
hotel, two saloons, a blacksmith shop, a shoe shop, a garage, a lim- 
ber vard, two coal vards, a paint shop, a furniture store, a livery, 
an opera house, a publie school, and two churches. 

The schoolhouse was erected in 1874 at a cost of $1,200. This 
structure was removed and replaced by a more modern building 
in 1900. Three teachers are emploved and the school has long been 
recognized as one of the best in Lee county. The first chureh to 
be erected in West Brooklyn was the Methodist, about thirty-three 
vears ago. The Catholic Chureh was built a little later, its congre- 
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gation consisting of only a few families, as follows: Francis Gal- 
lisath, Modest and Laurent Gehant, Frank and William Halb- 
niaicr, William Hoerner, Xavier Chaon, Joseph Huibsch, Leopold 
and Joseph E. Henry, Delphan and Polite Bresson, Eugene Vin- 
eent, Martin Gruss and Albert Bieschke, Sr. The first church was 
of simple construction, but as the congregation grew and pros- 
pered larger quarters were found necessary. In 1902 they erected 
a splendid church at a vost of $18,000. It was 48x98 feet in size 
and built of brick, with a spire 125 feet high. Just previous to the 
erection of the church a parsonage was built at a cost of several 
thousand dollars, so that the congregation had expended at least 
twenty-five thousand dollars with the completion of the church 
edifice, In 1908 a disastrous fire swept away the beautiful church, 
but a new and better strueture arose in its plaee, whieh today 
stands as a monuinent to a faithful congregation. Its interior 
walls have recently been decorated and new altars have been 
mstalled at a cost of $3,000. The main altar is a donation by the 
local court of Foresters, who presented the pastor, Rev. ML B. 
Karug, with a subseription of $1,000 raised among its members for 
the purpose of purchasing this altar and having it serve as a gift 
of the loeal court of the society to the church. 

The Catholic Order of Foresters is the largest and strongest 
fraternal organization in town, have an up-to-date club room, and 
an active membership, who are always boosting thei order, ehureh 
and town. During the past vear the court reached the one hundred 
mark in number of initiations and nearly all of these are still loyal 
Foresters. The Modern Woodmen of America are the next larg- 
est organization in town. This society have their own meeting 
place but no club rooms. The Knights of Columbus, the Woman’s 
Cathohe Order of Foresters, the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
Jows, the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, and several other 
societies have many members in West Brooklyn, but none of them 
have a local organization and the members must go to neighboring 
towns to attend meetings and to take an active part in the work of 
their respective orders. 

West Brooklyn is a village of music. Many of its people are 
noted for their musieal talents and as a result we find two tmpor- 
tant oreanizations having their home in this town. The older of 
the two, Barr’s Orchestra, has been reeognized throughout the 
entire county as the peer of any of its orchestras. During the dane- 
ing season they furnish the music for the vast majority of the 
dances and parties in the vicinity of their home town and are also 
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in great demand in many parts of the county. The younger organ- 
ization, the West Brooklyn Cornet Band, has perhaps aequired 
fame more recently than their sister organization, the orchestra, 
and is without question the best hand im Lee county at this time. 
Their work the past season has won this title for them and so popu- 
lar have they become that they now have engagements booked for 
an entire vear ahead. Barr’s Orchestra has been in existence for 
the past ten vears while the band was organized in September, 1908. 

The I. M. Yoeum Telephone Company is another great insti- 
tution having its main offices in West Brooklyn. This eoneern, 
started by the present proprietor, F. M. Yocum, is a great aid 
towards the up-building and convenience of the community and is 
of vast good to the village. 

West Brooklyn has been visited by several fires since its found- 
ing. One of them already has been given considerable mention in 
telling of the burning of the Catholic Church in 1908. Also the 
elevators, burned previous to this, have been touched upon. Tt was 
during the fire which destroved the west end clevator, now the 
Farmers elevator, that the biggest fire and the most destruction 
resulted. The creamery ocenpying the west end of the same block 
was burned during this fire as was likewise a hardware store, a 
meat market, an nnplement building and several other minor strue- 
tures occupying over one-half of the block. Tt was only the heroie 
efforts of every man, woman and child in West Brooklyn that 
conquered the fire and prevented the whole of the town from burn- 
ing. It was immediately after tlns terrible fire that the Volunteer 
Fire Company was organized. The Pollack department store was 
a later fire but with the efficient work of the fire company was 
prevented from spreading and confined to the interior of the build- 
ing where it had started and where it ruined everything. Many 
minor fires have been recorded, but as they are of little importance 
we will pass them by. Several residences have been afire at dif- 
ferent times and a few have burned to the ground. 

West Brooklyn's population is not large, perhaps an estimate 
of four hundred is too much. However in considering its makeup, 
it measures up to the standard of the medium-sized towns of onr 
county and were it to be suddenly wiped away, would be nissed 
immensely. It still occupies the territory covered by the original 
plat of the incorporation and has but a single addition to mention. 
We refer to the recent Gehant addition on the south side, which 
was the work of F. D. Gehant, who bought and platted seven acres 
adjoining and fronting upon Berniger street and where he is erect- 
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ing the first home, a handsome building, to be occupied by himself 
and his family as soon as completed. Many of the lots have already 
been disposed of to people who will erect residences within the next 
year or two. On this account we can expect a more rapid growth 
in the number of our population than ever before, for it was not 
due to undesirable conditions at West Brooklyn that the moderate 
growth of the past has been made, but because of the fact that there 
were no lots to be had for the erection of more homes, to permit 
all those who desired, to come here and settle. Taken in this re- 
spect, the new addition is one of the greatest accomplishments 
that has ever been made for the betterment of West Brooklyn. 


CHAPTER XXX 
NACHUSA TOWNSHIP 


Nachusa and China were together for so long a period as 
China township that to treat of Nachusa alone involves cousid- 
erable repetition necessarily.. But Nachusa history is worth re- 
peating many times. Her pioneers indeed were the salt of the 
earth and rendered to Lee county services which never grow old 
with the telling, no matter how crudely told. 

Nachusa township was organized in the vear 1871 and it was 
named after the Indian name for Father Dixon. 

On Nov. 10, 1870, Col, Alexander P. Dysart presented to 
the board of supervisors a petition praying that a new town- 
ship be erected. This petition evoked powerful opposition and a 
strong remonstrance was presented to the board by Robert Th. 
Trwin of China township (Franklin Greve) against the innova- 
tion. Both petition and remonstrance were aid upon the table 
until the next session of the board, leaving an interim in whieh to 
plan the battle royal. 

On Tuesday, Feh. 7, 1871, on motion of Supervisor Viele, 
the petition was taken from the table and the board having heard 
and considered carefully both sides of the question, ordered that 
the prayer of the petition be granted, and the township of Nachusa 
was ereated. Alexander P. Dysart, who presented the petition, 
was a hard man to defeat and he proved his generalship in this 
undertaking by winning handsomely. 

The early and easy settlement of Nachnusa may be attributed 
to the circumstance of its proximity to Inlet, muperious Inlet, on 
the south and Rock river on the north. Messrs. Bennett and 
Brown from New England were the first settlers of this town- 
slip, laving claims in section 14, which now belongs to Dixon 
township hv a recent fiat of the supervisors. This was in 1835. 
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“Squire Cyrus Chamberlain located in the same year, and in 
section 19. A Aly. Eldridge came the same year and settled in 
section 19. So too did a Mir. Hollingshead, who took up his claim 
in section 19. 

Joseph Crawford, so long and honorably known to the peo- 
ple of Lee county, came here in 1835 and for a year he lived with 
Mr. Hollingshead. From the day Abr. Crawtord struck Lee 
county he kept a diary of Ins hfe and its transactions and it is 
preserved today by his son, J. W. Crawford. It is filled with 
interesting stories which go to make up the real history of Lee 
county. After the vear spent with Mi. [lolhngshead, Mr, Craw- 
ford removed to Dixon, and ever afterwards lived in Dixon, 
becoming its mayor, a member of the Legislature and otherwise 
one of its leading citizens. 

Solomon Shelhamer located in Dixon township in 1837, but 
after remaining a short while he removed te Nachusa town- 
ship. 

Jn 1836 John Chamberlain bonght the Hollingshead clann, 
later the Stiles farm. In the same year a Mi. Fisk came ont 
from Pennsylvania, bringing with Inn a stock of goods with 
which he began a business in the honse formerly occupied by My. 
Tollingshead. 

Barelay Smith came mm 1836 and bought the lower ferry farm, 
now in Dixon township, on section 14. Messrs. Crandall, Jerry 
Miphy and Josiah Moores came a little later. 

Down in the southern end of the township, contiguous to the 
old Chicago stage road, a Air. Jones came first and loeated on 
section 20. In 1838, Dy. Charles Gardner selected a clan in 
seetion 20, He returned to his eastern home in Rhode Tsland 
and m February, 1839, he returned with his household goods 
travehng practically the route pnrsned by Governor Charters. 
From Newport, Rhode Ishimad, le shipped lis goods by sloop to 
New Orleans. From there they were taken np the Mississippi 
river by keel boat to the month of the Tllinois river; thenee up 
that stream to Pern, where they were unloaded and taken by 
team over to Inlet and the home farm. 

vey. Evastus DeWolf, fron Rhode Tsland, related by mar- 
riage to Mas. Charles Gardner, exe about the same time as 
Doctor Gardner, and bought Mi. Jones’ claim. We was an Epis- 
copal nunister and he had much to do, T am told, with the eree- 
tion of the Episcopal chureh im Lee Center, 

Alvah Hale came a Httle later and settled in section 33. In 
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1840 John Leake came; two years later lis brother, Daniel, came, 
bringing both familics from England, the parental home. 

During the vears 1839 and 1840 malarial fever and bilious 
fever prevailed to an alarming extent thronghout these new set- 
tlements. Wnle it was not necessarily fatal, deaths did occur and 
it swept nearly everybody into a bed of sickness of varving length. 
It was the fever and ague with which old books teen. 

On section 22, now in Dixon township, the first cemetery was 
established on the farm of John Hetler. It was abandoned, how- 
ever, soon after and the later one was established by Josiah 
Moores on the southeast quarter of section 23, now in Dixon town- 
ship. Sadly coincident with this Jocation, Mr. Moores was the 
first to be buried mm the new cemetery. 

Joseph Brierton came here in 1836. Inasmuch as his claim 
is now ineluded in Dixon township, it would be better to defer 
remarks about lim for Dixon, although by every association he 
should be regarded a Nachusa man along with his other neigh- 
bors of the kingdom. 

Mis. M. D. Gilman in speaking of the kingdom once bearing 
the prefix smelling of the brimstone which the proprietor’s name 
is apt to carry, mentions a fact that a brother of Emma Abbott 
built a sawnnll in the neighborhood, in which limber was sawed 
and shingles were made. This was in the spring of 1838. It was 
located on Atwood creck. The same man afterwards built a chair 
factory on the banks of the creek south of the bridge. Subse- 
quently he sold out lis holdings to Atwood. 

Along the Chicago road there settled Ludlam Ayres, Levi 
Green, Thomas Hopkins, William Parker, William Riehardson, 
James Goddard and Don Cooper, most of them in the forties. 
Some of them, however, from recent changes of boundary, would 
have to be classed old settlers of Dixon. 

The boundaries of Nachusa have been changed more fre- 
quently than those of any other township and one is led a merry 
chase to keep track of the western and northwestern boundary 
of the township for any length of time. Don Cooper sold his 
claim to Joseph Emmert, a man of means and tremendous cnerey. 
The next year he built the best improvements on the place to be 
found in Lee county. The residence was a fine two-story affair 
and the barn was a very large one, its sills and timbers all being 
hewed from hardwood trees. It was the first large barn bnilt in 
the county. In the year 1850 My. Emmert built a large flour- 
ing mill on Franklin creck. It was the first one built in the 
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township and it was almost the first one to be built in the county. 
At all events when completed it was the best and most com- 
plete. 

In the year 1847 Alexander P. Dysart, later colonel of the 
Thirty-fourth Regiment, Tinois Volunteers, purchased the claim 
of Thomas Ifopkins and entered other lands from the Govern- 
nent. In the vear 1846 John M. Crawford and Samuel Craw- 
ford came to Nachusa township and located on lands which they 
held until their respective deaths. 

These two families, the Crawfords and the Dysarts, were 
large families, and to this very day their children and grand- 
children are numerous. [T do not know the family that ever 
resided m Lee county better qualified to receive honor from the 
historian or biographer than the Crawfords and the Dvsarts. 
They were promicnt in all the useful walks of life. They were 
people of strong character. They were fearless; they were up- 
right and generous and enterprising and in the upbuilding of 
this county they have been powerful factors. The last of the old 
enard has gone to is reward, but long after the names of Craw- 
ford and of Dysart shall go down before the Reaper, the names 
of the old pioneer members of those families will live in the mem- 
orv of Lee county people. 

The village of Naehusa was platted by Joseph Crawford, 
eounty surveyor, March 1, 1851, and Col, Alexander P. Dysart 
and George Bangh were proprietors of the townsite. At first it 
was named Taylor, but with time the names of the township and 
the village were made identical. 

About the time of the platting A. P. Dysart and a man named 
Cunningham erected a store and entered the mereantile business. 
About 1860 John Dysart anda Mr. Riley sueceeded to the business 
and in conjunction they erected a grain elevator. 

The first postinaster wax Alexander P. Dysart and almost con- 
tinuously ever since some ienther of the Dysart family has been 
the postmaster. The first school in the township, built of stone, 
was erected by Cyrus Chamberlain and presented to the school 
district. Ct was located on section 19. Mfr. Chester Harrington 
was the first teacher. Prior to its ereetion, schools were taught 
it private houses by a man named Sheldon, who was the first 
teacher in the township. Cyrus Chamberlain was the first justice 
of the peace and he was the first master in chancery as well. He 
also built the first sawmill in this part of the county. 
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The second sehoolhouse was built of stone, on section 26, and 
the same later was used as a church by the United Brethren. 

When Lee and Ogle counties were wnited as one inder the 
name Ogle, Cyrus Chamberlain was one of the comity vommis- 
sioners. During all lis life he was an active, whole-souled, gen- 
erous nian of affairs, always ready and willing to contribute hh- 
erally of his time and means to push the interests of his county or 
his neighborhood. 

After reading the delightful relation by Mas. 1. ©. Smith 
(Sephie Gardner) of the trials of her parents, Doctor and Mis. 
Charles Gardner, the history of Nachusa ina eeneral way looms 
np big and forceful. The family lived on the Chicago road, six 
miles from Dixon, six miles from: Inlet Crrove, six miles frou 
Palestine Grove and six miles from Franklin Grove. Emigrants 
by the hundreds passed their home. The reputation of kind MLrs. 
Gardner had gone back cast and almost every emigrant knew 
Mars. Garduer and her deeds of kindness long before entering the 
Inlet country. Many times indeed I am afraid the dear lady 
was taken advantage of by impeenmous, though agueish emi- 
grants. Her aunt, Mis. Erastus DeWolf, came west and bought a 
place about a mile from the Gardners and in Aunt Hannah’s 
parlor the first sunday seline) ever livid in the tommshijy eas 
held. The very first school, too, ever taught in the township, Mis. 
Smith insists was taught in Aunt Hannah’s house. Prior to that 
time the children had heen sent to Mis. Edson’s in South Dixon. 
The first teacher in Mrs. DeWolf’s house was Miss Betsey De- 
Wolf, who married John Barnes, a brother of Uzal and Nelson 
Barnes. 

The first death in the township was of ‘Old Michael.’ a man 
who worked for Mis. DeWolf. This was about the vear 1840, 
and at the time Mars. DeWolf gave the little burving ground which 
Michacl’s grave dedicated, to be used for cemetery purposes. It 
was in the northwest part of the farm and is called the DeWolf 
eoimery to this day. 

In 1842, or 1841 perhaps, the first schoolhouse in the south end 
of the township was built and Miss Betsey DeWolf taught there; 
also a Miss Hunter. The sehool afterwards was moved to the 
southwest corner of the Gardner place, where it was known as the 
Locust Street place, from the numbers of locust trees crowing 
Bere. qalcured liv Wr, Gardner, 

Tn 1840 Thomas Brown hrought his bride to live in the little 


cabin just opposite the Gardners. They had been old friends 
Vo). I—27 
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back at Newport, Rhode Island. Among the good old names 
associated with the name and life of Mis. Gardner are Mrs. Wil- 
liam W. Heaton, Mrs. O. F. Ayres (who lived at Inlet for a while), 
Mis. Seaman and Mrs. Silas Noble, all of Dixon; Mis. Charles F. 
Ingalls, Mrs. Hanntm, Mis. Abram Brown and Mis. Sarah Trow- 
bridge, names to endure as long as grateful memories are permit- 
ted and as long as the Lee county chronicler will take the trouble 
to write accurately. 

T might add also the names of Mrs. William Y. Johnson, Mrs. 
Ozias Wheeler, Mis. J.T. Little, Annt Sally Herrick, Mrs. Alonzo 
Mead, Aunt Polly Hale. Never has story been told better of the 
cares of the country doctor than by Mis. Smith when writing of 
her father’s experience. 

“My father came west with the intention of becoming a farmer 
and giving up the medical work, which had been so severe a tax 
upon lim and mother in Newport, but it was simply inhuman to 
refuse to give what aid he could to the sick and suffering in the 
new country. He was far too warm-hearted to consider personal 
comfort when weighed agaist such odds. 

“So it came about that in less than a vear he was riding all 
about the county, over the trackless prairies, fording streams, or 
getting ‘sloughed,’ in a practice far more extended and diffieult 
than that of the city had been. Sometimes in a siekly season he 
got seareely any rest, except in his bugev, and his faithful horse 
learned to go from place to place with the reins lving loose on his 
baek or to find Ins way home in storms with micrring fidelity, 
when, as father said, he could not ‘see his own hands, or tell which 
way they were going.’ 

Tle often had to be not only physician, but nurse, eook, sur- 
geon, dentist, lawyer, or even housemaid when he found families 
all sick and needing these varied services. The enduring regard 
of the friends of those days proves beyond question that he filled 
all the offices acceptably, though his rewards were often of a very 
mnsubstantial character. 

“Mother often supplemented his work, going with him, or 
taking his place in milder cases or on alternate days, but some- 
times she had to sacrifice personal comfort or even more that he 
might numister to those in greater need.’ 

Ile went northward as far as Buitfalo Grove and to the east 
into DeKalb county; going, coming, nights and days, without 
reals and almost always withont pay for his services. Such a 
man was Dr. Charles Gardner, the old pioneer physician of 
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Nachusa township. Many years he has been gone. The old home- 
stead has changed hands but 4 doubt if the solitary thoughtful 
person ever passes the old homestead but he says to himself, 
‘There is the old Doctor Gardner place."” Children are taught to 
reverence it and I verily believe that so long as memories of the 
glories of the old Chicago road shall endure, so long shall mem- 
ovies of Dr. and Mis. Charles Gardner endure. 

Among the children who attended Sunday school at the home of 
Mrs. DeWolf were the Leake children and we are told that Suu- 
day school drew childven from many miles of cirewt. 

The handsome brick house on the Chicago road which to this 
day is the admiration of the countryside, was built by Daniel 
Leake. The other members of the Leake family already named 
but not nicknamed were Butcher John Leake, Miller John Leake, 
and John Leake, Jr; all Johns. Then there was Damiel and his 
children. 

I have just learned that Mauss Nancy Teal was one of the very 
early teachers of the stone school built by Mar. Cyrus Chamber- 
Jain. She was sixteen years old at the time. She was fortunate 
in ber salary, receiving one dollar and fifty cents a week instead 
of the current stipend, one dollar and twenty-tive cents. My. 
Chamberlain gave her a tin horn and requested her to blow it 
whenever she required assistance. One day the horn was blown 
and Mr. Chamberlain responded promptly. An unruly pupil was 
sent home. His irate father returned to school at once prepared 
and resolved to thrash the teacher. But a few well timed remarks 
from My. Chamberlain sent hin back home and not very long 
afterwards the pupil apologized. Ma. Chamberlain was always do- 
ing services for others; many of them of great value, and if uot 
too late I should like to add that over in Grand Detour he built 
in 1852 a Methodist chureh costing $2,500 and donated it to the 
soeicty. About 1850 the ‘*Red™ schoolhouse was built substan- 
tially on the county line. 

KKhas Teal came to this neighborhood in 1836. He was a Gov- 
ernment surveyor, He built a log house and lived on the place 
the vest of is long life. Ilis place is known todav as T'eal’s 
corner. 

On the northeast quarter of section 19 and over into the south 
half of section 18, the old trading house of LaSallier and the hig 
Indian burying grounds were located and there in 1822 as will be 
found in another chapter, a large business was done with the 
Tndians in furs. Only a little distanee from there was the big 
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Indian village in which Andrew Mack dwelt in the very early 
days and there too was Inuilt the fur press used in pressing furs 
for the Dndians and the traders indiscrinnnately. So far as is 
known Nachnsa township contaimed the first settlements or at 
least the first white settlers that ever set foot in Lee county. 
Traces of the luasalher ein, the ivr press and of the Jnidian 
village ave to be found easily at the present dav. 

The LaSalher place was on the farm of Eugene Harrington, 
whose father was another of the very oldest of the old pioneer set- 
tlers of Nachusa. tn Nachusa too is loeated the Kingdom, known 
far and wide almost from the beginning of things. Just now the 
first part of the name has been forgotten by the present genera- 
tron. Bunt itis a fact that because that section of the river country 
Was so naughty in the early day, it was called **The Devil’s King- 
dom.” 

Albis changed now. Within its contines will be found the very 
best we have of citizenship. Beantiful homes; substantial out- 
buildings, macadam roads, automobiles; verily a land flowing with 
milk and hone ae 

The German Baptist (or Dunkard) church on section 5 was 
organized by Rev. Jacob Ennunert and the chureh was built about 
the year 1850. This strnetuve was superseded by the later one, 
34x94, with basement and kitchen and sleeping room above the 
audienve rooin, The society organized with about twenty mem- 
bers, among wha were Mh. and Ms. Christapher Lahman; Mr, 
aid Mors. Jacob Riddlesbarger; Ma. and Mis. Samnel Riddles- 
barger; Oliver Edinonds anil wife: Benjamin ieee por jeasavph he 
with others. 

The name of the first preacher who can be recalled, was Benja- 
min. He preached around at the different houses. Another min- 
ister named Reed, an Englishman, preached to the early settlers 
at the stone schoolhouse near Joseph Brierton’s, 

James A. Heaton, came to this township in i844: Jonathan 
Depny arrived in this township Jame 2, 1842; William W. Darker 

eine in To; Saamel Crawford, 1848: William TT. Fiscel, 184s; 
John P. Brubaker, 1849; the Neslers in 1850; Col. A. P. Dysart. 
located in TR and settled permanently in 1847; John Leake 
landed at Dixon’s Ferry with Lsaae Means and Willian Moody; 
Daniel Leake, and Thomas Leake, sons of John Leake, brought the 
rest of the Leake family in 1841, and John C. Leake came with the 
last named in 1841; Daniel Leake who eame in 1841; Calvin Bur- 
kett, 1849: John’ Ml, Crawford. 1840: John Ro Steril, 1959; Wil- 
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liam Garrison, 1845; the Hausen fannly, 1540; George Palhuer, 
1816: Jacob Wertinan, 1838: Benjamin F. Brandon, 1837; Jacob 
Eiminert, 1841; Marshall MeNeel, 1847; Jacob Thttle, 1841; Ches- 
ter Harrington or as sometimes spelled Plerrimeton, came to the 
Kingdom in 1837. He married Miss Zerina, daughter of Cyrus 
Chamberlain. It is on his farm that the old LaSalher trading 
station was located. John Garrison eame in 1845; Alexander 
Depuy came in 1846. 

This closes the chapter of Nachusa, the first settled township of 
the county according to its present bomdaries. Of course for 
some time it was in Dixon precinet. But most of the time it was a 
part of China townslip and while the Iarvington farm during 
that period was in China township, China then might claim the 
right to be stvled the oldest town in the county. We are deahng 
with the vear 1914 however. Nachusa in this vear, contains the 
Harrington farm; consequently mn dealing with things as they are 
today, Naehusa is the oldest township in point of settlement by a 
winte man in Lee county. 


CHAPTER 2E0X1 
NELSON TOWNSHIP. 


Superficially, Nelson is a small township; but in everything 
- that makes for progress, good citizenship and home making, Nel- 
son is of the largest. Always intensely loval to its neighbor, Dixon, 
mueh of its history is so closely identified with Dixon’s that I fear, 

- one must look into Dixon’s history to get Nelson’s history. 

While referring to Nelson’s loyalty to Dixon, T should say that 
when it beeame necessary to enlarge the old first courthouse and 
make it over into our second courthouse, the burden as usual fell 
upon Dixon to meet the expense. The county board refused to con- 
sider the proposal of enlargement. Amboy always awake to its 
opportunity to wrest from Dixon that county seat opposed and 
so it became necessary for Dixon to shoulder the expense. The 
burden was heavy and in a manner superbly generous, Nelson 
township cheerfully consented to assume responsibility for part 
of the debt ineurred in the enterprise. Accordingly a tax was vol- 
untarily spread and collected. The Northwestern road passes 
throngh Nelson township in a southwesterly course, entering sec- 
tion twelve and leaving through section nineteen. On section 
twenty the village of Nelson was platted. For vears it remained 
contented with the ordinary routine of village life. No aspirations 
for big things ever appealed to its few substantial citizens, but 
when the ent off was made between Nelson and Nachusa, Nelson 
took on considerable commercial importance, because before that 
time a few vears, the branch southward from Nelson to Peoria had 
been built and the two roads made of Nelson a center of impor- 
tance. Recently when the Northwestern pushed its road farther 
into the coal fields, Nelson as a railroad center was placed in a 
commanding position. Into Nelson there come for distmbution 
over the entire system, over 800 carloads of coal per day to sav 
nothing of the other cars of general merchandise. 
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The first settler of Nelson township was Luther Stone who 
came in 1836 from Erie county, New York, and inade his elaim on 
section 29. Tlis sons, Burrill and Samuel Stone came with their 
father ‘and shared all his hardships. Abner Coggswell settled 
there in 1843. Charles F. Hubbard came there in 1837. Lewis 
Brauer, Nathan Morehouse and Charles Noble, father of Charles 
H. and Col. Henry T. Noble were among the other early settlers 
of Nelson. Mr. Charles F. Hubbard, one of the most conspicuons, 
like many others came to Lee county through an accident. 

Tn company with his brother-in-law, William Graham, he 
started for the Rocky mountains. These two voung men went 
from New York to Pittsburg, thenee down the Ohio river to Cairo; 
thence wp the Mississippi to St. Louis which was to be their point 
of debarkation for the mountains. But upon reaching there they 
found the Sante Fe wagon train had gone and no other train would 
depart fora long while. The Rock river country had a great repn- 
tation at the time and so they turned their course northward and - 
came to Dixon. Buying a claim from John Dixon, they settled on 
the south bank of Rock river and there My. Hubbard lived until the 
day of his death, on the northeast qnarter of section 11, the bluff 
of which overlooks the river for a long distance, 

The ILubbards and the Grahams and the Bavlevs and the Law- 
rences, living on opposite sides of the river were people of rare mn- 
telligence and edueation. They all were people of means. I sup- 
pose one night not offend the truth to stvle them aristocrats. In 
point of breeding, gentility, refinement and eulture, they certainly 
were citizens of the very first rank. No better ever entered the 
confines of Lee county. Nelson being originally a part of Dixon 
precinct, Pimust ask the reader to consult Dixon history to secure 
very much of Nelson's history. 

Luther Stone ereeted on his claim a large log house and in that 
he kept tavern for many vears. 

The first supervisor of the township was Abner Cogswell. The 
first Justices of the peace were Daniel Uhl and George Jones. The 
first assessor was Michael Troutman. The first collector was R. 
Tlenry Heaton, all of whom were cleeted in 1860 the vear the town- 
ship was set off and organized. 

Nelson was the home of Grandma Weed, who while alive en- 
joved the distinetion of being the oldest of the five generations of 
Meatons, ving at one time. She was 105 vears old. Fellowing 
eame Grandfather lleaton: his son, Judge William W. Teaton: 
his son, Dwight Heaton and his som, Charles. 
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The leading and [ may say the only chureh in Nelson township 
is Zion’s Evangelical chureh, Lutheran, which was organized Feb. 
23, 1867, with fiftyv-ctght members. The first elders were Conrad 
Hartman and Daniel Uhl; the first deacons were Lewis I. Long 
and Gerhart Missman. The first pastor was Rev. A. A. ‘Trimper, 
the Dixon Lutheran minister. The second pastor was Ephraim 
Miller, who assumed his duties there in 1871. Jn 1875, Rev. J. P. 
Sanderson followed. In the year 1877, Rey. J. W. [lenderson as- 
sumed charge and in 1879, Rev. J. B. Kast became pastor. 

Tn 1880 a new building was erected costing $3,500 on the land 
of Conrad Hartiinan. 

The Sunday school of Zion’s church always has been a grati- 
fving success. 


CHAPTER XXNIT 
PALMYRA TOWNSHIP 


The proximity of this township to Dixon and the warm social 
and political friendships always existing for Dixon, makes the 
township almost a common community with Dixon, and to speak of 
Dixon one seems in duty bound to include this large and wealthy 
and patriotie township of Pahnyra. To this day Dixon contains 
more sons and daughters of Pahnyra than she holds of her own 
ehildven. The home loving tendeney always has been strong with 
the old settler there and with bis childven. Few of the old settlers 
ever moved westward. They set their stakes in Palmyra and there 
nine-tenths of them remained nntil loving friends followed them 
to their final resting place in the beautiful cemetery near by. 

The drainage towards Rock river, whieh is Palmyra’s south 
boundary, could not be ordered better. Its numerous park-like 
groves furnished timber in abundance to the early settler. Its first 
settlers were sturdy homeseekers, able and more than willing to 
mect the struggle with frontier hardships. Sugar Greve, covering 
over two thousand aeres, in the northwest part of the township, was 
the largest of the groves. In partial compensation, those settlers 
found fish in the river, and game in the timber and on the prairies 
in abundance. Maple sugar was easily supphed; nuts for the 
winter, berries for the summer and for winter preserves were sup- 
plied lavishly ; and in the rear of crackling winter fires, in the glow 
of great fireplaces, the pioneer of Palmyra enjoyed all the creature 
comforts man could honestly erave. And who shall say the showier 
' eivilization of today affords a greater enjovinent ? 

Like the sister settlements of Inlet and Melugin’s Grove, those 
of Palmyra began in 1834. Members of the Morgan family, John 
and Harvey, the father, and Benjamin Stewart, with them, came 
first. 
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The Winnebago Indians from the Freeport and Prophetstown 
villages were numerous, Jut friendly. On the south side of Sugar 
Grove, the Morgans and Stewart settled. Tn November of 183 
John PH. Page and wife and Stephen Fellows; in the spring of 1835 
a large munber of settlers came along and took up claims in Pal- 
pivra. The number included Smith Gilbraith, Wooeht, Tomlin, 
Capt. Oliver Hubbard, Taines Power and sons, Thomas and 
Jephtha; Michael Fellows, Absalon: Fender with Ins large family, 
William W. Bethea, Daniel Obrist, Anson Thumnnel, Jefferson 
Harnis, Keplinger, Nathan Morehouse, Sales, Thomas and his sons, 
Enoch and Noah; Sandy (William T.) Bush, llkanalh B. Bush, 
Martin Riehardson, Wilham W. Tilton. Other early settlers were: 
Hiram P. Parks, William Miller, 141; Walter L. Rogers, 1839; 
Oliver A. Tlubbard, 1836; Franklin Wilson, 1856; Simeon T. 
Martin, 1857; Harvey I. Joblnson, 1845; Charles Lawton, 1854; 
Charles A. Guyot, 1852; David A. Holly, settled in Chinatown 
in 1855 and in Palmyyva, 1845; Eben H. Johnson, 1838; Charles 
A. Martin, 1836; Amos Goodwin, 1852; Jacob Martin, 1836; 
Matthias Sehick, 1842; John L. Lord, 183 38 in Dixon, and 1841, 
Palmyra; Charles A. Beeker, 1839 in Dixon, then in Palmyra in 
40s; Willan Myers, 1836; George L. Klosterman, 1845; John 
Tharp Lawrence and cousin, Alexander Campbell, Ang. 9, 1839; 
Charles B. Thunmiel!, 1845; Anson EF. Thuminel, 1841: Alfred A. 
Beede, 1836; Anton Harms, 1848; Ralph EK. Johnson, 1847, born 
there; igang Miller, 1838; Becker Miller, 1838; Winthrop Seavey, 

9: T. A. Butler, 1 339. John Morse, 1838; Daniel Beardsley, 
1835; John C. Oliver; Abijalh Powers; Ilenry Coe, 1836; Walter 
Rogers; Reuben Eastwood; Timothy Butler; Hngh Graham; John 
Lawrence; Abner Moon; John, father of Jolm LL. Lord; Jarvin 
N. Holly: James, Jacob and Tyler Martin; Capt. Jonas M, John- 
som; Willian Y. and Morris Johnson; Joshua Seavey and sens, 
Jesse and Winthrop; Joshua Marden and son, William; Albert 
and John Jenness; Harvey KE. Johuson: Charles and Dana Colum- 
hia: Levi Briees and father; Thonms Monk; William and Poli 
Benjamin: Truxton and Lemuel Sweeney; John and Joseph 
Thompson; John Norris; Wilham and Lockwood Tarris; William 
Bireer; Willian Stackpols Rev. William Gates: James Gates: 
Willian and Thomas Ayres; L. and E. Devo; Col. Lenan Mason 
and sons, Sterne, Volney and Rodney; Moses Warner and sons, 
Henry, Moses and George: Major Sterling; Henry and Gustavus 
Sartorius: Nehemiah, William, Fleteher and Morris Tlutton: 
Abra Obst; Abita Gln, Wesles® Milos. Viomas. and 
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Moses Seallion; John Carley; Hardin; Beach; Benjamin Gates; 
Charles A. Becker; Becker Miller; Curtis; Martin and William 
braver and William Miller. 

Tiwas We W. Bethea who remarked that he was attraeted to 
these parts because J olin Dixon was reputed to be the only man who 
had any money and who always gave cployment to hin who asked © 
for it. The first doWar carned in Lee county by Mr. Bethea was his 
wave from My. Dixon. 

Mrs. Hubbard did the first teaching in Palnyra in her own 
house, A private school taught at the Fender place by Wilhaim Y. 
Johnson in 1841, was next. At Prairieville in the upper room of a 
house Levi Gaston taught a private school, A rough building half 
way between Gap Grove and the old Fender homestead was used 
during winter months for two winters for school purposes. Willa 
W. Bethea was the teacher. But if 1 ami correctly informed the 
true historic building was the old log schoolhouse standing on the 
southwest corner of John TH. Page's tield: it was near the forks of 
the voad and was surrounded by a locust grove, This old school in 
1845 nmnbered fifty pupils. Among the teachers were William Y. 
Johnson in 1844, subsequently an Episcopal clergyman; John 
Norris; Emeline Dodd, subsequently his wife; Abigail Norris, a 
sister, who married Noah Thomas; Sarah Badger, a sister of the 
Amboy Badgers, and Calista Mason, daughter of Col. Leman 
Mason, and subsequently wife of Morris Johnson. 

Afterwards, a frame school building was built at Gap Grove, 
across the road from Mas. LLutton’s house, The Sugar Grove frame 
building was built about 1847, near the site of the later church and 
s¢hool building. Following is a description of it: ‘ft was severely 
plain, mnpainted, unfeneed and destitute of shade. Simplicity also 
reigned within. The ligh-backed benches, with their ungainly 
desks, separated by aisles, were elevated from one to two feet or 
mnere above the floor, sloping down au inclined plane, and were 
marvels of ughness. Not aap adorned the walls, nor was aly 
apparatus furmshed, with the exception of a blackboard. There 
was not even a bell to stammon the pupils rem their pkiy, the 
teacher having to rap ona window with a book or ferrule. In the 
vear 1897-55, a brick chureh, with basement for school purposes 
was built near the old site.” 

A phonetic school was taught at Gap Grove in early days by 
Rev. A. B. Pickard, a Methodist minister fron: Mount Morris. [His 
son taught the same system at the same time in the little log sehool- 
house standing near John Lord’s residence. 
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Another school was taught by the Judd brothers in the old 
town hall at Gap Grove. Advanced students only were taught; 
many from a distance attended. 

Not to be lacking in variety, Gap and Sugar Groves each had a 
singing school taught by a party named Durgeon. Spelling schools, 
too, were a source of winter pleasures and profit. These contests 
excited townslip-wide mitcrest. Fannhes were expected to furnish 
tallow dips, which were arranged in sockets at tervals upon the 
walls, and many times their drippings would drop below on the head 
of some unlneky speller. In 1857 iuminating lamps for school use 
at Sugar Grove, first appeared. Camphene was the flnid used in 
them. 

Annual Sunday school celebrations were held, generally on July 
4th, and at the Gap. Semetines the Palmyra people united with 
the Buffalo Grove people and to the latter place they went in a 
grand procession; many times with banners and flving streamers, 

Travel through Palmyra township was alnost continuous 
during the early days, and hand in hand with blacksmith shops 
the taverns for men and women and stables for horses were a neces- 
sity. Consequently along the big Inghway, taverns were scattered. 

In Palmyra Captain Fellows kept one and John C. Oliver kept 
another. 

Farmers gencrally found it necessary to make three or four 
trips to Ciheago vearly. Provisions were taken along many times 
for man to eat, and horse feed, always. Tripp’s tavern at Inlet was 
a favorite stopping place. It was the first stop. 

Corduroy roads over swampy grounds many thnes were worse 
than the swamps they were presumed to biidge. 

After loading for the return vovage, it was found generally that 
there were waiting many horseless people in Clncago, wanting to 
come out mto Lee county, and never was there a load so great or so 
heavy but that a trunk and a passenger or two could be aeeommo- 
dated. 

The first ehnreh in Pahuvra was built jointly by the Methodists 
and Congregationahsts and eceupied by them on alternate Sim- 
days. It was located on the present site of the Gap Grove school- 
house, [ts dimensions were 24x36; painted white without and 
within. A wood stove heated it: tall-hacked benches provided 
seating eapaeity; tin soekets for candles were arranged on the 
walls, with reflectors on the hack. Congregational singing was the 
vogue and John HW. Page and is tuning fork provided the momen- 
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tum. Rey. Barton Cartwright preached at times for the Methodists 
and Reverend Copelin for the Congregationalists. 

The first church services were held in the home of Capt. Stephen 
Fellows and later at a little log schoolhouse standing near the 
present Ilorace Gilbert home at Gap Grove. In 1839, Mrs. Martha 
Parks and her husband attended church there and at their first 
service listened to Rev. Arrion Gaston. This Mis. Parks was the 
last survivor of the old Dixon and Buffalo Grove Baptist ¢lureh. 

While speaking of Mis, Parks, I should state that her daughter, 
Mis. Thomas Ayres, was named by ** Mother’? Dixon after herself, 
Rebecea Dixon Parks, and for a name present gave the child a deed 
for a lot in Dixon. Mar. Parks never thought it would amount to 
anything and never got the deed recorded. The lot today is covered 
by the building of the E. N. Howell Hardware Company. 

i. b. Bush was first postmaster. After county organization, 
Willtam W. Bethea and Levi Gaston beeame the first justices of 
the peace. 

On Noy. 18, 1838, Ml. and ALvs. Eben H. Johnson wrote letters 
- back to York state. Therein Mr. Johnson savs, *‘wheat is worth 
$1.25 per bushel and corn 50 cents.” 

Six vears later he wrote and stated that Chicago and St. Louis, 
with sometimes the Galena mines were their markets. St. Louis 
was reached by Rock and the Mississippi rivers. Wheat then was 
75 cents to $1 per bushel, 80 cents at Galena: corn, 25 cents; oats, 
20 and 25 cents; butter, 12 to 18 cents: cheese, 6 to 8 cents; dressed 
pork, #3 to 84; horses, $100 to $150 a span; cows, $8 to $12; sheep, 
$1.50 to $2; wool, 31 cents; timber land, $10 to 812 per acre; prairie 
Jand, one nile and further from timber, $1.25 per acre. Wooden 
axle wagons were sold from $60 to 870 cach. In the same letter 
Mr. Johnson declares money was plenty. My. Jobnson when he 
wrote the letter, was a good Palmyra booster. 

Rev. Stephen N. Fellows, son of Stephen Fellows, in a lengthy 
letter has done much for preserving Palmyra history to us, by 
writing it down for ‘‘Recollections of the Pioneers.’’ [Tis father, 
with his family, settled in Sugar Grove, in November, 1834; they 
moved into a 14x14 log cabin in the Grove, just west of the Myers 
place, and fourteen people made it their home. In the spring of 
1835, he built a log house on the ‘‘old place,” later Peck farm. In 
1836 an addition of two stories was built, with a room between. 
The upper story was used for a school room and for ehureh pur- 
poses. Until 1837, it was the only place used for meetings. Some- 
times quarterly meetings were held here. Tn 1889 Stephen Fel- 
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lows, William Martin and Ambrose Hubbard united and with such 
help as could be got, they built the old Gap Grove church, 24x36. 
Stephen Fellows died Heb. 8, 1540, and was the first to be burned 
from that church. Ma, kecllows thinks his sister Margaret and his 
brother Samuel were the first teachers in the township. Samuel 
taught in the house in the winter of 1835-36. The first Sunday 
school was held in the first schoolhouse mentioned, and Witham 
Martin was superintendent and only teacher. 

Death claimed many in the early day. Dan Beardsley, 1839; 
W. W. Bethea’s wife and three childven; Capt. Stephen Fellows’ 
two daughters, Margaret and Mrs. Allen, who died in 1836; a 
Mr. McGee. 

Private cemeteries prevailed bere as im all new settlements. 
There were two graves on the Powers place at Gap Grove, the 
second one being that of a stranger who came from Kentucky and 
his malady was supposed to be asiatie cholera. Te died on the 
melt of lis arrival. 

The first pubhe burving gronnd was upen the Capt. Stephei 
Fellows place, on the north side of the road, on the hill east of the 
barn. But when in 1840 the Gap Grove cemetery was located, 
most of the seattered bodics were reanterred init. The first burial 
in the new cemetery was that of Captain Fellows, Feb. 8, 1840. 

In a conmunity exclusively rural, one would expect to find no 
mamifacturing or mechanical industries. No early day contrariety 
worked so boldly as this exception right here in Palmvva. Begin- 
mng with the trapper and Innter, Sales, of Sales’ Spring, the 
nilling industry of Lee county made its appearance. He landed 
there with nothing but a collection of mouths, stretched wide open 
hike young robins. But he was not afraid to work. If he would 
spht one hundred vails, his wage was one bushel of corn. The 
corn he earned home, bored a hole down the center of a log, over 
which he fastened a slender pole with an ivon wedge inserted in its 
end. Working this pole up and down, he pulverized the corn; then 
sifting it, he used the finer particles for meal; the coarser for 
hominy. With fish and water and woodfow!l and herrics and sugar 
front the maples, the family of good appetite reveled in good 
living. 

Yn the early days Wilson's mills had a reputation for timing 
out fine flour whieh spread all over northern Tlinois, and he was a 
Palmyraanan. Tt saved the northwestern part of the state future 
hardships of trips to Chicago, 
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Joseph Wilson, an old Brandywine miller, and a Quaker, settled 
on Elkhorn creek, operated his mill on that eveeck exeepting at those 
times when the ereek was dry, then Aurora on Fox river was their 
milling town. This mill was construeted by the neighbors who 
turned out ina body and built it, a rough log affair, Winter wheat 
generally was ground. 

After the death by drowning in Elkhorn creek, of Daniel Obrist, 
while seining, his brother, Abram, built a very mueh needed saw- 
mill on Elkhorn ereek and here flooring, timbers, door and window 
frames and siding were sawed out, thus saving the farmers tremen- 
dous labor. The first siding from this mill was used to build the 
first frame barn in the township, on the Ben Stewart place. Barn 
raisings were very common in those days. The entire neighbor- 
hood turned out invariably; plenty to eat was provided by the 
women; plenty of Fred Duteher’s corn wliskey was provided by 
the men; and when completed, the barn was ‘‘baptized”’ by break- 
ing another bottle over the plate either by Reuben Eastwood or 
Abner Moon, whose vigorous lung power had provided them with 
voices to echo the proper speech. 

Blacksmith shops were numerous the country over, especially 
along the Chicago road which passed through this township. A 
man named Smith opened the first shop. James Carley followed 
soon afterwards. The latter's shop stood a little west of Mis. John 
Lawrence’s house. A very talented but besotted man named 
Beach was his assistant. John Lord’s shop, a little way out from 
the milk faetory, was started in 1841. Twelve vears later his son, 
John L. Lord, succeeded to the business and for vears Lord's 
wagons were scattered all over northern Hlinois. Matthias Schick's 
establishinent followed in 1843, at Praivieville. On the north side 
of the grove Charles Columbia operated one in a log house just 
opposite Reuben Eastwood's home. This subsequently was moved 
aeross Sugar creek to the Columbia farm and was carried on by 
Dana Columbia, a brother, for many vears. Four early shoe shops 
found their way into Palnyvra. 

Before passing the subject of manufacturing, [ must copy a few 
words which tell of the man Beach who assisted James Carley: 
‘This Beach belonged to a highly respeetable family in the East, 
and had received an excellent business edneation. He kept Carley’s 
books, which were models of neatness. He also blew the bellows 
and fetched the whiskey from Dixon. Old settlers will ever remem- 
ber this mass of rags and pimples, his head crowned with a dilapi- 
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dated old stovepipe, always filled with old greasy newspapers, 
which he greedily devoured when he had leisure.”’ 

The early manufacturing efforts made in Palmyra must not be 
dismissed without reverting to E. B. Bush’s efforts. He was the 
most impractical man in the world. Ife built a saw mill. Had he 
paused there, all might have been well, but he proposed too much. 
He also built an oil mill for the manufacture of castor and linseed 
oil. To obtain grist for the latter he Induced the farmers to raise 
large areas of castor-oil beans and flaxseed, promising a dollar a 
bushel for them. The crop was tremendous. There was not money 
enough in the county to pay for it. The then manner of threshing 
was not adapted for flax. When the horses were put on to trample 
the straw, the seed was crushed and spoiled and the straw 
invariably coiled itself into ropes and tethered the horses into a 
stationary position. ‘Thus the flax and oi] branch of the business 
failed utterly. When the bean crop came on, Bush had no money 
and the crop rotted. Thus early the manufacturing languished. 
Subsequently Bush sold a claim, invested his money in medical 
books; tried to become a doctor, killed most of his patients and 
disappeared. 

Of the Palmyra boys, many reached fame and fortune. Of the 
mumhber, the Page boys, sons of John H., undoubtedly lead. 

George H. Page was born May 16, 1836, in Palmyra township. 
Soon after the outbreak of the war he obtained a clerkship in the 
War Department at Washington. Charles A. Page was born in 
Palmyra, May 22, 1838. Te attained a clerkship in the Fifth 
Anditor’s office. Later in the war he became the New York 
Tribune’s war correspondent. In 1866, George H., Charles A. 
and David 8. Page went to Switzerland and established a con- 
densed milk factory. They profited enormously. Later George H. 
returned to Dixon, bought the beautiful Governor Charters estate 
of Hazelwood, the Doctor Everett, Big Elin farm and the Wood- 
ruff farm up the river, Through his instrumentality a system of 
eood roads was built. TTe built the immense Anglo-Swiss condensed 
milk factory, now the Borden's, and arranged all his affairs to live 
again in Dixon, where all the scenes of his childhood were enacted. 
But while in New York city he canght a bad eold; pnenmonia set 
in and he died. Over in the old Palmyra cemetery beside the 
graves of father and mother and all his brothers, he was laid to 
rest close to those childhood scenes whieh he had hoped to 
enjoy somnueh. Tis plans for the futiae of Dixon were many. His 
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death eut them off. Mis. Page and son, Fred, still live, spending 
most of their time in Kurope where they have large interests. 

While not a Palmyra *‘boy,”’ yet Charles H.. Hughes came from 
Palmyra, aud Charles H. Tfughes was one of the biggest mien ever 
produced in Lee county. While mayor of Dixon, the system of pub- 
lie improvenents was commenced wlich are going forward to this 
day almust as he would have made them. Te bought the Hazelwood 
estate and while it was his, he brought it to a very high degree of 
beauty. Later he was made a Representative in the Legislature ; 
then a Senator, and that position he held at his death. He 
was a man of commanding ability. His plans for civic im- 
provement were comprehensive and practical. THe eoneeived big 
things; he aecomplished big things, and he became the biggest man 
among men. Aftera day’s work nothing refreshed him so much as 
to retire for the evening to his log cabin on beautiful Hazelwood 
and by the blazing knot fire plan out something more for Tazel- 
wood and Dixon. Now he, too, is a neighbor of the Page boys in the 
same cemetery over in Palmyra. 

Solomon Hieks Bethea, son of William W. Bethea, became a 
lawyer, a legislator in the Illinois General Assembly, a United 
States attorney and a judge of the United States District Court 
for Chicago. 


CHAPTER XXXAITIIL 
REYNOLDS TOWNSHIP. 


Leaving the township of Alto, one enters to the immediate west, 
the township of Reynolds, a beautiful body of land peopled by a 
splendid class of farmers. Here one is in old Inlet still. By this 
time, the vastness of old Inlet should be filly comprehended and 
the troubles of many of the people in traveling so far to vote must 
also be comprehended by this time, although in Reynolds nobody 
yet had settled when this territory was a part of Inlet. Reynolds 
like Ashton and Alto, being off the thoroughfares, did not settle 
until along in the fifties. At first Reynolds was part of Brooklyn. 
At the present time every inch of this township is under ewltiva- 
tion, with the possible exception of the stone quarries of fine stone 
lying just a little to the east of the west line of the township. Here, 
in the early day, the builder was compensated for the lack of tim- 
ber from which to build a cabin, by the presence of stone which he 
was permitted to quarry and earry away without thought of com- 
pensation. Later, however, when its value became better known 
aud stone became in demand, large quantities of it were sold and 
considerable quantities of it were shipped. After cement began 
to be used for building purposes, and the demand for stone fell 
off, the stone became useless and once again this stone may be had 
for the asking almost. Thus does the staple become the refuse and 
thus does the good of one day fluctuate and decline into useless- 
ness! Robert M. Peile, one of the old settlers, owned this stone 
quarry. At another time the Tlinois Central railroad sent experts 
to it to test its qualities for building piers and abutments; but after 
careful experimenting, its quality was found to lack the ingredi- 
ents wanted for great durahility. 

The first history of Revnolds has been neglected sadly. We 
know who some of the first settlers were, but the dates of their set- 
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tlement never have been recorded and so in a general way only, can 
the history of this township be given. 

Sewell Reynolds, Thomas Minier, Jonathan Whitehead, John 
Herrington, Dudley C. Whitehead, Daniel Brink, Jr., and Charles 
Gooch were among the older settlers and most of them moved to 
other parts before their deaths. However, Sewell Reynolds, who 
afterwards moved to Rochelle, was the first settler, locating in 
what was known as Brush Grove, about the only grove in the town- 
ship and in his honor the township was named. Simeon Reynolds 
was the first child born in the township and Nelson Morgan’s was 
the first death. 

On April 5th, 1859, the voters of the township met at the school- 
house in district No. 1 and organized by choosing Peter Mills as 
moderator and Robert M. Peile, clerk. At this meeting, Thomas 
Minier was elected supervisor; John C. Piper, town clerk; Thomas 
Minier, assessor; Dudley C. Whitehead, collector; Daniel Brink, 
Jr., overseer of the poor, and E. F. Gatten, John Whitehead and 
David Douthett, highway commissioners. The constables were 
Dudley C. Whitehead and John C. Piper. The justices of the 
peace were Peter Mills and Robert M. Peile. At this same mect- 
ing the voters then appointed E. F. Gatten, John Herrington and 
John C. Piper a committee to divide the town into road districts. 

This meeting was held in a little cabin, 12x16, 6 feet high, 
built and owned by Horace Stearns for a residence; it stood for 
many years thereafter on section 10 and was used as a cornerib 
and then as a pig pen. There were not many persons present at 
that meeting; the names known today are J. C. Piper, R. M. Peile. 
©. N. Revnolds, Simeon Reynolds, Silas Shippee, W. M. Hawkins. 

The low ground, for many vears a part of the great Inlet 
swamp, Was not cultivated, but with the big ditches dug since that 
tine, that land is of the very richest. It is known as the Flats. 

Previous to the building of a Methodist church, a meeting for 
organization was held in the house of C. W. Ament, in the autumn 
of 1875, with the following attendance: C. W. Ament, F. F. Farm- 
low, C. F. Van Patten, John A. Edgar, Daniel C. Miller and B. F. 
Parker who were eleeted a building committee. Very soon there- 
after the ehurch at the Flats was built, a building 32x42, 16 feet 
high to the eaves with a seating capacity of 200, was made ready 
for use. 

Tn my haste however to ereet this chureh building in Reynolds, 
T must not forget to state that that first mecting was opened with 
prayer, after whieh resolutions were passed for the organization 
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proposed. FV’. F. Farmiow was chosen chairman and C. W. Ament 
secretary. C. W. Ament was made clerk and treasurer and he, 
with I*. F. Farmlow, C. F. Van Patten, John A. Edgar, Daniel C. 
Miller and B. F. Parker were elected a building committee. Soon 
after the building was occupied, A. N. Dow was chosen treasurer, 
C. F. Van Patten, secretary, and John A. Edgar, C. W. Ament, A. 
N. Dow, C. F. Van Patten and B. F. Parker, were elected trustees. 
Sunday school was held there every other Sunday for many years; 
as many as forty members attended regularly. 

Another very strong church in Reynolds is the Emanuel chureh, 
German, situated about a mile east of the Bradford line and four 
miles south of the Ogle county line. On January 5th, 1872, a meet- 
ing was held in the schoolhouse for district 4, for the purpose 
of organizing a church. C. Gagstetter was made chairman of the 
meeting and Ernst Wiener, secretary. At the same place the com- 
mittee appointed, met on Jan. 20, 1872, and reported favorably. 
A building coumnittee was then appointed consisting of John Ier- 
sten, George Sandrock, George Boley, Martin Wagner and Ernst 
Wiener. At this meeting the following trustees were elected: 
Ernst Wiener, George Kersten, John Neuman, George Sandvock 
and George Boley, Mr. Wiener was made treasurer, George Boley 
was made seerctary of the building committee. The building built 
was 34x50, 18 feet to the eaves, with a steeple about 18 feet high 
anda bell. The seating capacity is 400, The cost was about $4,000. 
Since erecting, the building has been remodeled somewhat and 
improvements to the value of at least another one thousand dol- 
lars were added. On Oct. 13, 1872, the chureh was dedicated, clear 
of debt, the sum of $1,100.82 being raised at the time. Unto this 
day, this church is in a flourishing condition. 

Mr. Peile of this township was one of the first, and probably 
the verv first man to introduce the herding of cattle in Lee county. 
He commenced by herding something like 900. Subsequently he 
had 2,700 under his eare at one time. At this time it 1s almost in- 
conceivable how such vast herds could be cared for, vet they were 
eared for comfortably and My. Peile never sustained a loss out- 
side of the June tornado of 1860 mentioned in Willow Creek and 
Lee Center histories. During that fearful hurricane, many cattle 
and other stock were killed outright. 

Mx. Peile seemed to have inenrred the enmity of windstorms 
beeanse in the vear 1880 and the month of June too, his large barn, 
50x100 was blown down. Nowhere ean T find the date of Mr. 
Peile’s arrival in Reynolds, but by calculating from 1850 when he 
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landed in this country, adding a stay in the Hast; two years teach- 
ing near Mendota, he could not have settled in Reynolds before 
1853. At the time of his settlement, the township was called Brook- 
lyn township. 

Martin Wagner, located first at Lee Center in 1854 where he 
entered business as a tailor. Seven vears later he moved to Reyn- 
olds. John Trotter settled here in 1860. While Ernst Wiener 
came to Lee Center, then Bradford as early as 1858, he did not 
reach Reynolds until 1864. 

Thus it will be noticed that most of the first to settle in this 
beautiful township, settled first in nearby townships, and Reynolds 
was almost the last township to attract permanent settlers in 
numbers. But at this moment, Reynolds contains farms as high 
priced as any in the county. It was not so very long ago that 
Michael Sullivan sold his farm for over $200 per aere and bought 
another for almost $300 per acre. 

Reynolds is peopled today very largely by the descendants of 
those rugged old pioneer Germans who settled in Bradford and 
China at first and then when the prices of their lands advanced, 
they crossed over into Reynolds and by remaining, they have been 
made rich to the last man. From the inquiries I have made con- 
cerning Reynolds [ find that every person there is rich in worlds 
goods. 


CHAPTER XXXIV 
SOUTH DIXON TOWNSHIP 


In the treatment of the township of Dixon, manifestly, little 
can be said of the olden dav because for most of its history, the 
township was included within the township of Dixon, and most of 
the old time history pertamed to Dixon and has been told already. 
However, this chapter cannot be dismissed with any such expla- 
nation as that. Since its separation from the present township of 
Dixon, much has happened in South Dixon which deserves close 
attention from the historian. 

If no more than the old red brick schoolhouse were to be treated, 
that historian would have Ins hands full for a considerable period 
of time. Nine-tenths of the boys and girls of Dixon who have 
amounted to anything in the world have taught school in the old 
red brick. The old debates there have attracted the very best there 
was in all the countryside and in Dixon to thresh out a decision. 
The flights of eloquence which have battered those sacred old walls 
would have annihilated any built less formidable. 

Who is theve of half a century ago who does not remember the 
bursts of rhetoric supplied by Ephraim H. Groh? Who that ever 
has seen and heard him ean forget Abram Brown, one of the most 
delightful gentleman that ever entered the borders of Lee county ? 
To possess those two gentlemen and to honor them will lend to 
Sonth Dixon a history werth while. 

The old red brick stands today as modestly as it stood the dav 
it was built; [ wish T could find ont just when it was built. Mod- 
estly I say, vet vahantly, when Mr. Brown wrote his brief his- 
torical sketeh of this township, he very modestly omitted the 
sehoolhouse and its debating society. This debating society was 
organized in the year 1858, under the title, The Edsonville Literary 
and Debating Society. Its first meeting was in this old brick sehool- 
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house, so that it was standing then. The ‘‘corners’’ were called 
Edsonville. Myr. Brown who was a member of it from its birth 
until his death, was its first honored president. 

Never was there a political campaign during the old days but 
the red briek was used week after week, and from the little ros- 
trum, Elihu B. Washburne, Horatio C. Burchard, Tom Turner, 
James L. Camp, Col. John Dement, and Shelby M. Cullom have 
spoken. 

Today those same corners are ealled St. James and a chureh 
opposite the old red briek has been built, taking the name per- 
haps from the name of the church, ‘St. James Lutheran.’’ At one 
time the attendanee at this school was 120, more than at auy other 
school in the county outside the cities of Amboy and Dixon. 

Joseph Cortright was the first permanent settler. In 1839 he 
died and after that, the widow and her son, Richard removed to 
Dixon to live. Before that date, however, a young man whose 
name has not been left behind, settled in 18386. He staked ont a 
elaim near the three inile braneh on the Chicago read. Shortly 
afterwards Peter MeKenney and his good wife, Aunty Rhoda 
eae along and through some misunderstanding, they Jumped the 
young man’s claim. Unele Peter was about as hard headed as most 
men and when his head ‘was sot’’ as he termed it himself, he was 
as immovable as the rocks of Gibraltar. When told that he had 
jimped the vonng man’s elaim he refused to yield to the demands 
of the ‘Claim Jumper’s Soeiety,’’ and that body proceeded at 
onee to make him move. When a delegation reached the place 
Uncle Peter was smoking his pipe peacefully in the shade of his 
shack while Aunt Rhoda was getting dinner. Two of the delega- 
tion took Unele Peter by the arm and without much resistance, he 
was led over the boundary of the claim. But witie;mplieit faith 
in his better half, he sent back the rallying ery, ‘‘ Keep possession, 
Rhody; keep possession. They cant get ns out if vou keep pos- 
session.’’ But in spite of Unele Peter’s faith in Aunt Rhoda’s 
ability to keep possession, Uncle Peter’s eabin was loaded on a big 
wagon and wheeled away and the MeKennevs tried no more to 
secure the ¢laim. ; 

The second permanent settler was Charles Edson, who came 
with his family, of wife and sons and daughters, in 1839, from 
Pennsylvania. That family imereased to five sons and three 
daughters. 

These people were remarkably intelligent. They were just as 
benevolent and eheerfil; just the people for pioneers and to this 
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very day the Edsons are remembered for their many virtues. My. 
' Brown tells a very amusing story about Mars. Edson after she had 
her teeth drawn. Ifer chin, like Mother LLubbard’s turned upward 
toward the nose and upon meeting her one day, Ma. Brown said 
jocularly, ‘*Your nose and chin will have a meeting some day.’’ 
‘“‘Indeed,’* she answered quickly, ‘‘I’m not certain but they will; 
many words have passed between them already.”’ 

I feel it my duty to repeat Ma. Brown’s words coneerning this 
delightful family, not because they are relatives of my family’s 
relatives, but because they so truly and so’ nobly represented the 
pioneer spirit. 

‘Mors. Edson was of that cheerful, mirthful disposition that 
attracted the grave as well as the gay, while her lovely character 
bound in the ties of a wariu esteem, all who were thus attracted. 

“Mrs, Edson was left a widow before her childven were fully 
grown, but their training was begun right and it was her pride to 
sav in her old age that ‘not one of them ever caused her a moment’s 
pain or shame by any wrong-doing.’ They were all worthy men and 
women, noble in nature, honored by their fellow citizens and be- 
loved by those who knew them best. ‘To the day of her death in ad- 
vaneed age they showed the tenderest solicitude for their mother, 
and this shght tribute to her inestimable worth will find an echo 
in their hearts as well as in many others. 

“The oldest daughter, Harriet, married Otis Eddy, but was 
soou bereft of her husband aud infant daughter. She beeame a 
very tower of strength to all the family thereafter, and is to this 
day an ideal woman—practieal, unostentatious, but noble in every 
sense. She went with her brothers across the plains to California 
when the gold fever broke out. Returning, after a few vears, she 
again accompanied them to Pike’s Peak on a summer trip, made 
in the same wav. When a vonnger brother lav at the point of 
death in a southern hospital during the war, it was Harriet who 
went to lim, eared for him, and brought him home: 

“The family went to California and prospered. Their home 
lies at the foot of Mt. Shasta, and Mis. Eddy was the first woman 
who ever ascended that beautiful peak. She made the ascent about 
the vear 1854, and ten vears later she repeated the feat with her 
voungest sister, Libbie. 

‘The other sister, Luey, is well remembered as a talented musi- 
eian. Though a sufferer from a fractnye of the hip joint which 
made a crutch necessarv from childhood, she was as ready and 
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cheerful as any, and no more delightful evenings ever were spent 
by the young people than when they gathered at ‘the Edsons.’ 

“They built the house and barn now owned by the writer—one 
of the few of the original farm homes left on the prairies. They 
afterwards removed to the place near the Brick Sehool House, 
which is often spoken of by their name. ‘Their house is still stand- 
ing though no longer used as a dwelling. 

“Tere Ma. Edson died, and here the sweet voungest daughter, 
Libbie was bom. As soon as their first home was habitable, Mays. 
Edson gave up her largest room for a schoo]. This was the first 
in the vicinity. The teacher was a Miss Robinson, later a pre- 
ceptress in Mt. Morris Semmary. She married Judge Fuller of 
Ogle county, and after his death, Bowman Bacon, a nephew of 
Mrs. Joseph Crawford. 

‘Among the scholars beside Mis. Edson’s children, were Mary 
Augusta Gardner, now Mrs. James A. Hawley; Wilham W. De- 
Wolf, the genial judge of later vears; his brother Erastus; Well- 
ington Davis and Hannah Casterline, later the wife of Mi. Davis. 

“The superior schools in that district at a very early day were 
largely due to the influence of the Edson family, some of whom 
were its best teachers. Mar. Edson helped to build the first Metho- 
dist church of Dixon.’’ [Note: He also helped build the Brick 
School House and was its first teacher: Editor. ] 

The next family which came to South Dixon was that of James 

Jampbell, with Mrs. Campbell, two danghters, Ophelia and Julia. 
The latter became one of the first teachers in the North Dixon 
primary schools and later married Eugene Pinckney. 

Reuben Trowbridge settled near the present town or village 
of Hidena with his father and the family. 

Hiram and [Leman Mead came soon afterwards. Their brother, 
Alonzo settled a little further to the east in China township. Later 
in hfe, all three moved into Dixon and there died at advanced ages. 

Just another story from the pen of Mia. Brown about another 
South Dixon settler which is most interesting: ‘‘Somewhat in 
contrast to these, was aman by the name of Hammill, who brought 
with his family from the poor-house of Buffalo, N. Y., a little child. 
The child was so shamefully treated that N. G. IL. Morrill, the 
county poor overseer or poormaster, took her to his home in Dixon. 
[fer pitiable condition excited the svmpathy of the people at once. 
Her hair was dirty and matted, face unwashed and what do you 
think she was clothed in? Tt was an old coffee sack, with the 
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corners cut off for arm holes, and a hole in the center of the bot- 
tom for her head; no underelothing, shoes, or stockings. 

‘‘Hammill prosecuted Mr. Morrill for kidnapping the child. 
When the case was called, he was ready with his lawyer, whom 
many old settlers remember; Mackay by name. When thev ad- 
journed for dinner they went to the old Western Hotel. Just as 
they were through dinner, some men stepped up to Hammill with 
a kettle of hot tar, which they poured over his head and shoulders, 
the streams running down over Ins whole body; another shook 
over hima bag of feathers, and then they rolled him in the sand 
of the street. I shall never forget how he looked, lying there with 
closed eves. I thonght he was dead. But in a moment he opened 
one eye, then the other, and seeing the men busy elsewhere, rolled 
over and springing to his feet, ran to some bushes near by, then 
for home. He was a laughable sight. On the principle that the 
partaker is as bad as the thief, the men felt that lus attorney de- 
served similar treatment and attempted to administer it, but the 
tar was too cold to run easily or to hold the feathers. Ife showed 
fight and came near killing one of the bows. he muzzle of his 
gun was knocked upward by a bystander just in time. The kid- 
napping suit ended there, and so [ think, did the career of Mr. 
Mackay in Dixon.”’ 

I may as well add that when the war broke out, Mackay Was a 
violent southern sympathizer and he made so many uncomp)nnen- 
tarv remarks about the northern people and our soldiers, that a 
party waited upon him and ordered him to leave town or swing 
toa tree. He went South and never was heard of again except by 
rumors now and then. 

Mi. Brown’s account of the old prairie schooner freighters is 
interesting and it must be reproduced. 

“Tn an early day, provisions, pork and flour, were mostly 
brought from St. Lonis, Kentueky, Indiana and the southern part 
of the state in large wagons with broad tires, high wheels and very 
high, long boxes, often 20 or 22 fect long. They made a track over 
a half wider than ony common wagons. Drawn by three or four 
teams of horses, to eight voke of oxen, and carrying from sixty or 
eighty hundred pounds, they well deserved the name of Prainie 
schooners. They went in gangs of six or eight wagons, with several 
men on horseback to pilot them and help aveid the sloughs. They 
sold their bacon at from 25 to 35 cents per pound; flour from 25 
to 35 dollars per barrel. 
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‘‘A few years later, while the men were working at the now 
abandoned track still discernible in places, of the Tlinois Central 
railroad, some such traders would start from the southern part of 
the state, with large droves of hogs, carrying with them all the 
facilities for butchering—kettles for heating water, tubs for seald- 
ing, etc. When they came to a gang of men or to a village, they 
would sell, kill and prepare the meat for their customers. They 
earried their own corn, and gathered wood at the groves as they 
traveled; did their own cooking and were very independent. ‘They 
lived chiefly on fried pork, coffee and hoe eake, made of corn meal, 
wet with water and baked on a board before the fire. 

‘‘Tt is said that when the prop for the board failed to do duty, 
they cast lots or plaved lngh, low, jack, to see who should he on 
his back and prop the board with his feet.”’ 

Speaking of the old Tihnois Central of the thirties, just as one 
enters South Dixon township, the old grade shows as plainly today 
as it did sixty vears ago. The fill never has been plowed and the 
cut never has been plowed and in that cut there grows an immense 
cottonwood tree. It is Lee county’s best monument to the folhes 
of the wild eat days of internal improvements. Jacob Groh came 
to this township in 1848. Among the other old settlers whe moved 
in to Sonth Dixon township in the thirties and forties, were Uncle 
Jacob and Aunt Polly McKenney; Christon Stevens; Henry B. 
True; Caldwell Bishop; Henry Page; James Rogers; Matthew 
MehKemey; W. A. Judd; Nathan Hill; possibly some of these men 
did not get here until the early fifties, but most of them came be- 
fore that decade. 

The Illinois Central railroad mins through this township and 
the village of Eldena is located on section 36. 

The Lee County Home for the Poor is located on the southeast 
quarter of scetion 26, abont half a mile from Eldena. Clyde Wicher 
at present is the superintendent of the home and Mrs. Wicher is 
matron. 

When some vears ago, 1906, the Northwestern railroad com- 
pany desired to construct a ne or road or cut-off to avoid the 
steep grades of the main line through the city of Dixon, it was 
built from Nachusa to Nelson, and passes through South Dixon 
with a considerable curve, and in a southwesterly direction enter- 
ing section 12 and leaving the township through seetion 19. 

South Dixon is settled by the very best of farmers. In this 
townslip Mr. [. B. Countrvman’s Oak Dale farm is located. Mr. 
Countryman is a wealthy retired merehant. He lad been aetive 
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so mnlany years he could not be idle. He deeply loved a farm and so 
he purehased a farm in this township in the southeast quarter of 
seetion 5. When purehased, it was said to be the poorest farm 
in the township. Fer years it had been stripped. Nothing had 
been returned to the soil and Mx. Countryman’s many friends en- 
joyed much amusement at his expense for engaging in agriculture 
with characteristic city propensities of the agrieulturist instead 
of the farmer. Myr. Countryman enjoyed all this badinage and 
proceeded with his program. He built very handsome buildings 
on the place and purchased some pure-bred Holstein eattle. Then 
he began building up the soil. Now he is reaping handsome bene- 
fits and profits from his investinent. During the season just past 
he took from a field of alfalfa of nine and a half aeres, $100 per 
acre. Next year the field will contain twenty aeres and the pyro- 
eeeds from it will be raised to $2,000. A twelve aere field of elover 
yielded forty tons of hay and five and a half bushels of clover seed. 
The hay at ten dollars per ton made $400 and the seed at ten dol- 
lars per bushel made $55. 

From his herd of Holsteins he sold ten bulls for $1,250. Last 
season his cows averaged him $160 per head in cream. In all his 
efforts to raise the standard of productivity in farm lands, Mv. 
Countryman has kept aecurate aceount of every cent whieh has 
gone into the plaee and all that has been taken from it and he finds 
that for every dollar of feed he put into his cows, he realized two 
dollars and sixty-three cents. His butter fat cost him twelve dol- 
lars and forty-four cents per hundred pounds and his nulk cost 
.6643 to produce, 

Every day his eattle are groomed. The milking is done by 
machine into air tight reeeptacles. Then the milk is placed in the 
milk house and cooled in the quiekest possible time. After each 
milking, all tools are sterilized. Dirt is impossible. After each 
ehurning, a jet of steam is turned into each maehine which steril- 
izes it. 

Reeently a representative from the State University from 
Champaign made a test of My. Countryman’s cows. Four tests 
were made per day and samples were taken, one of them being at 
midnight. With the twenty-eighth milking the produet was sealed 
and sent to the state laboratory at Champaign. The cow especially 
tested was a three-vear-old, after delivering her seeond calf. This 
female ran sixty-four pounds in one day of milk and in seven days 
she ran 452 pounds. 
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Very reeently Mr. Countryman added butter to his Oak Dale 
produet. He puts his butter in beautiful reeeptaeles made from 
spruee pulp, holding one, two or five pounds. These are shipped 
to a speeial line of customers at figures far above the regular price 
of butter. 

Soil culture has been studied carefully by him. His land has 
been fertilized and charged with properties required to bring 
about the best results in grains and grasses and having reaped 
handsomely from his intelligent efforts Mr. Countryman elaims 
that land at $1,000 per aere can be made to pay a profitable divi- 
dend. 

Lee county may well feel proud of two enterprising citizens 
who more than ahnost any others have demonstrated what the 
farmer, the backbone of the country, may do if he will try putting 
intelligenee into the ground along with fertilizers. These two are 
Mr. Countryman and Mr. Abram Ackert, now of Dixon but for 
many years an honored resident of Marion township. 

Mr. Aekert is president of the Lee County Fariner’s Institute 
and has been for many vears. By his untiring efforts in securing 
demonstrators and lecturers here he has aroused a coneerted effort 
all over the county for soil mending and soil medieies. Mr. Aek- 
ert is the pioneer in Lee eounty. Although retired now, and 
enjoying the blessings of plenty, like Mr. Countryman, he is con- 
stantly and unselfishly devoting all his time and all his efforts to 
better the conditions of his old time friend the farmer. Latterly 
too in this same township of South Dixon, M1. C. B. Swartz, has 
bought a farm. Ife has stoeked it with Holstein eattle and Duroe 
Jersey Red Swine and by the most systematic and painstaking 
efforts, he is building up a farm whieh is doing wonderful work 
for him. Like Mr. Conntryman, he weighs eaeh ration for his 
cattle and at the end of each day and each week Mr. Swartz can 
tell how any one of his animals stands gauged by the standard of 
profit and loss. 


CHAPTER av 
SUBLETTE TOWNSELLP* 


Here is one more township carved out of old Inlet. It joims 
Lee Center on the south and its inhabitants took active part and 
stood up against the common enemy, the banditti, with the same 
courage. 

Sublette in the very earliest days was inhabited by the sturdiest 
of settlers and to this day the sons and daughters of those old 
pioneers are just as sturdy, industrious, thrifty, intelhgent and 
honorable as the old forefathers who he buried im the two or three 
ceincteries down there, Sublette village was platted as Soublette. 
Many have thought it took its name from the cireumstance of that 
particular section of the railroad being sublet. But as every other 
section of the road, almost, was sublet in parts by the original con- 
tractor, the snggestion should have no consideration. he name 
of the original plat, Soublette, should regulate the name. As to 
who the individual, Soublette, was, the oldest inhabitant cannot 
tell. He must have been a non-resident. 

The eastern terminus of Palestine Grove will be found in this 
township on sections 5,6 and 7. Knox Grove is almost exclusively 
in this township, along Bureau creek. The old Chieago read run- 
ning from Princeton ran through Sublette township. <A part of 
another old state road wmning from LaSalle to Grand Detour in 
the halevon davs of the latter, may be traced throngh the township 
to this verv day, through sections 17 and 18. The old Black Tlawk 
trail made by the army in 1882, on its trips to and from Ottawa, 
and to and from Fort Wilbonurn—the old telegraph and stage line 
between Dixon and Peru—entered the town at the nortliwest corner 


*For mueh of this valuable information the author is indebted to Paut Reis, associate 
editor. 
Vol. 1—29 
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of section 30 and left near the center of the south line of the same 
section. 

It seems agreed that the first permanent settlement began here 
in the year 1857. Jonathan Peterson came over from Ottawa in 
October, 1856. He had come orginally from New Iampshirve. He 
spent the winter of 1856-37 in Ottawa. In February, 1837, he 
started for Lee county. Droing the summer he made his claim on 
the northwest quarter of section 4. He built his cabin just over 
the line in what became Lee Center township subsequently. Then 
he returned to New Hampshire where he married and in 1838 he 
returned to Sublette. 

Tn 18387, the month of June, Sherman L. Hatch reached Dixon. 
To him, Inlet appeared more promising and to Inlet he went, to the 
house of C. I. Ingalls, who had settled there the vear previous. 
That autunin he made his claim on the southwest quarter of section 
7, where he built a log house. As thongh imitating the example of 
Peterson, he tnmediately returned to Vermont, was married. and 
the next vear he returned. 

In the autumn of 1838, Thomas and Wilham Fessenden, with 
their families, came into Sublette from New Hampshire. They 
clanned land in sections 6 and 7, built a log house on the northwest 
quarter of 7, and moved into it in December. This is called 
the first real settlement in the township. 

In 1858, Joseph Knox settled in the south end of the grove 
which took on his name. The same vear, Svivanus Peterson moved 
onto the southeast quarter of 5. Sometime before the vear 1840, 
John Morton, R. E. Goodsall, settled. [fn 1839, Daniel Baird set- 
tled on the Grand Detent and LaSalle read. 

In this same year, 1839, Phincas Rust built the first frame 
house in Sublette township, on section 30. Philo Stannard and 
Thomas S. Angier were there in 1840. Thomas Tourtillott was 
there too in 1840 and built a frame house 16x20 on section 31, and 
O. Bryant settled on the old Chicago read, on section 35. 

Ifivam Anderson, the man whose clatm was juniped and with 
which clanm Brill of Dixon was mixed up, ved in Sublette, and 
the exact deseription of that celebrated claim is the northeast 
quarter of the southeast quarter of section 33, and 1843 was the vear 
during which Anderson settled on it. 

About this time came Ephraim Reniff, 1843; Alpheus Crawford, 
1844; Daniel Pratt; Levi Camp; Prescott Bartlett: Silas Reniff; 
Mr. Rogers; John and Hezekiah MeKune. At this period, the 
year 1844, the imnigrants who came to Sublette were to throw the 
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character of the settlers from New England to Germany, and to 
‘this day Sublette bears the imprint of Jacob Betz, the first German 
settler of Sublette. He took up a clan, the southeast quarter of 
section 33, near the thuber known as Perkins Grove. Ile erected 
i log house and without loss of tine began breaking up the virgin 
prainie. Like John Hotzell of Bradtord, he became the pole star of 
old and young German friends back home. He wrote them lis 
experiences and Ins views and the next vear, 1845, Mathias Reis 
came there to live, finding with Mb. Betz a hearty welcome. ILe 
spent the summer and fall with Ma. Betz and in the winter time he 
split rails for Ma. Betz all winter for 50 cents per day. 

My. Reis was nade of manty stuff. Splendidly built; erect; a 
stout heart and afraid of nothing. 

The country furnished many surprises for him who never had 
seeh a new country. One day when Mir. Reis was busy at work 
splitting rails, he lifted his eves from his work and there opposite 
the log he was splitting, stood a deer. Instantly he lifted his axe 
and threw it, but the deer darted aside and out of sight. After 
splitting several thousand rails that winter, Mr. Betz gave him a 
raise of 10 cents per day. During the following vear, he continued 
in the emplov of Mr. Betz. By the hardest kind of work and by 
the exereise of the closest kind of economy he saved enough money 
to buy 120 acres of land. 

Timay say that with the entrance of these two gentlemen I may 
begin my work on the Germans of Lee county, so far as they eon- 
cern Sublette. In Sublette and Bradford the Germans predomi- 
nated and do to this day. Now, the children have spread over mto 
China, Ashton, and the popnlation is made up very largely of 
German people, though of course vounger; some of them belonging 
to the fifth generation. 

Tn the vear 1852, May the 6th, My. Reis married Miss Catherine 
Theiss, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bartholomai Theiss. ILe built a 
house on his land in seetion 28 and began that successful life which 
became his. 

Chicago in those days was the market place, and in eonnnon 
with all others who were eompelled to go there, bad roads, sloughs 
and swamps plaved havoe many times with their journeys. One of 
the remedies applied to prevent miring down was to place sacks 
of grain ahead of the wheels; drive over them and after a long and 
tiresome effort, the other side was accomplished and umeh good 
erain was spoiled. Groceries generally were all that eorld be 
bronght back in exchange for the grain. One of Mr. Reis’s trading 
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places was very near the present site of the courthouse in Clicago 
aud there for a long while was posted the sign, ‘‘Beware! No 
Bottom.” Later, Peru beeane the market center for the people of 
that part of Lee county. Travel was invited that way and greatly 
accelerated by the laying of a plank road for several miles. That 
plank road was regarded with the same feelings of superiority over 
their neighbors as settlers in a favored Joeality regarded the rail- 
road when it came along and superseded the plank road. This 
plank road was called the tol road and for a considerable while it 
made Peru famous. 

At the time of his death, My. Reis had raised his landed posses- 
stous to 360 acres and on Oct. 7, 1594, the date of Ins death, he still 
owned the original 120 acres on which no mortgage nor transfer 
ever had been made. Surviving were his widow and G. M., Paul, 
and If. C. Reis of Sublette, aud Carolina Schumacher, of Carroll, 
lowa; Lizzie Walz and Marv Reis of Perham, Minnesota, and P. 
H. of Joplin, Montana. 

I have meutioned the name of Bartholomai Theiss. This good 
old soldier caine with his fanily, consisting of four sons and two 
daughters, John, Jacob, Godfrey, George, Margaret and Catherine, 
to Lee county, May 5th, in the vear 1846, and located in Sublette. 
Ma. Theiss possessed great will power, courage and the endurance 
of the manu who ahvays has lived properly. For many years he 
served under Napoleon Bonaparte in the latter’s campaigns in 
Italy, Prussia, Austria and Russia. He had won such distinetion 
that he was made one of the great Napoleon’s bodyguard. ML. 
Theiss never tired of repeating his experiences during the great 
retreat from Russia, whieh was so fearful and so disastrous. He 
has the distinction of being the only soldier under Napoleon who 
hes buried in Lee county, and it is doubtful if there is another in 
the limits of the State of Tmnois. 

In the early *50s, the members of the Theiss family built the 
first Catholic chureh in Sublette township, known ever since as thie 
Perkins Grove Cathohe Chiarch, or as St. Marv’s Chureh. The old 
chureh still stands as well as the cemetery in whieh Mia. Theiss was 
buried on his death. Both the church and the cemetery are kept 
beautifully to this verv day by the descendants of the original 
Theiss. 

Bartholomai Theiss died Sept. 16, 1861, full of vears; mieh in 
lands and safely and seeurely lodged in the affections of his neigh- 
bors and femily. On his monument there have been imseribed 
appropriate references to lis vears of experience as a soldier in 
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Murope and some of the many battles he cngaged in have been imen- 
tioned. ‘This notable grave should be marked and kept forever 
ereen in the memory of the people of Lee county, especially the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, 

Three of his sons have passed away and were laid to rest in the 
Theiss cemetery. They are: Jolin, who died Jan. 9, 1899; Jacob, 
who died Sept. 20, 1898; Godfrey, who died in 1904, and one daugh- 
ter, Mes. Mathias Reis, who died Oct. 14, 1897. George, the other 
son, now the oldest settler m Sublette, stul lives im the enjoyment 
of peace and plenty. 

George Hoffman and his family, consisting of his wife and 
three sons and two daughters, came to Sublette in the summer of 
1845. They too were old friends of Jacob Betz and they settled 
near Perkins Grove. Henry, the oldest son, married, and by eon- 
sistent work and economy he aceunimlated 600 acres of as good 
Jand as there is in Lee county. The father, George Hoffman, 
died in 1909, leaving surviving him Ins widew and seven sons and 
three daughters. Tle was a republican in politics. 

Just as the Germans settled other parts of the county, so the 
Sublette Germans continued conning and settling and raising up 
famihes and these included the Malachs, the Lauers, the Wolfs, 
the Stengers, the Dinges’s, the Haubs, the Stephemteh’s, the Bet- 
tendorfs, the Biebers, the Letls, the Noehlers and so many others, 
aul so industvious, faithful, honest, and now all so rich. The big 
farms of the fathers, under the management of the sons and grand- 
sons have increased in size and value until the Germans of Sublette 
township ave the richest people in Lee county. No pieec of land in 
Sublette township needs to be advertised. The moment it is known 
that a piece of land can be bought, a purchaser appears on the seene 
with the ready money to buy it. Not so very long age by reason of 
death, one piece had to be sold to close up the estate. There 
were no children. Tt sold for $300 per acre and the buyer stood 
ready to bid higher had it become necessary. 

George Bieber landed m Sublette township in the summer of 
1852. He was a shoemaker by trade and worked at his trade until 
the vear 1858 when he returned to Germany to be married. He 
returned with his wife and bought a lot in the village of Sublette 
and built a house thereon, one room of whieh he used as his shoe 
shop. 

One dav a land agent came into his shop while he was working 
on a pair of boots; an agent from the land department of the 
Niinois Central railroad. This agent succeeded in interesting him 
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ina piece of land, about seventy acres, which a little later he bought 
for £14 per acre, payable vearly. 

The next vear he had it broken and vented it for one-third of 
the crop. Carefully conserving every cent, he soon had it paid for 
and in time he added a quarter section near Odebolt, Lowa, to his 
possessions. ‘This he sold and with it bought 150 more aeres in 
Sublette township. At the time of lis death, July 3, 1894, he still 
owned the 200 aeres which was worth a fortune. So it was with 
those settlers. They knew what the great possibilities of this 
country were and to the last one they put their moneys into lands. 

Two sons and one danghter were born to My. Bieber, George 
and Paul, both of whom live still in Sublette village. They buy 
gvain and sell coal and Imnber and do an enormous business. Like 
the father they have put large sums into Western lands and they 
are very rich. The danghter is Mrs. Kate Leffelman, also of Sub- 
lette village. 

Paul Lindstrom, another of the old time settlers came along 
with Bartholomai Theiss. His was quite a romantie career. The 
ocean journey of Mr. Theiss consumed forty-five days, during 
which ample time was afforded the passengers to get well 
acquainted. Paul Lindstrom was a sailor on that sailing vessel, 
and, attracted to Miss Margaret Theiss, he lost no time in making 
her acquaintance. Before the vovage had been coneluded, Mr. 
Theiss had consented to the marriage and Paul came west with the 
family and later was married to Miss Theiss. 

Ma. Lindstrom was a splendid carpenter. He built the Bar- 
tholomai Theiss house, which gave him a tremendous reputation, 
and unmediately he had more demands for his services than he 
could fill. It was he who built the Cathohe chureh at Perkins Grove, 
the interior finish of whieh always has been made so interesting. 
All the beautifal carving abont the finish, particularly the altar, 
was done by hn with an ordimary pocket knife. 

He built the first hotel im Sublette and very soon he and his good 
wife had the best known tavern between Chicago and the Missis- 
sippi river. Tn the management of that hotel they were very 
suiecessftd and made money rapidly. 

When the Cripple Creek discoveries agitated the eountry and 
the stones of the fabulous svims to be made with the pick reaehed 
here, My. Lindstrom determined to seek his fortune there. Aeeord- 
ingly he joimed a party and bought a claim in the Cripple Creek 
country. 
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The Indians bothered thein more or less, but the party was so 
amply equipped to meet them, the Indians soon retired and 
troubled them no more. One afternoon when Myr. Lindstrom was 
doing picket duty, he noticed mmusnal wavings of the grass some 
distance away. THe raised his rifle and fired and an Indian jumped 
up and fell dead. That was his final experience with the Indians. 

Mi. Lindstrom sold his claim, built a brewery in Georgetown 
and with it a raneh, and now he is one of the wealthy men of the 
State of Colorado. ' 

In a general way the Sublette Germans are democrats. They 
largely dominate the commercial interests of Sublette. In fact, 
I may say that with the exception of Mr. J. J. Barton, the post- 
master, son of the old settler, Jacob B. Barton, all the business men 
of Sublette are Germans. 

The Bettendorf brothers operate one of the two grain ware- 
houses and do au enormous grain trade. Close to seven hundred 
thousand dollars has been paid ont im the little village of Sublette 
in one year for grain. All of this business goes over the counters 
of the Exchange Bank of Sublette, so that one may infer readily 
that the bank is an exceedingly prosperous one. 

While George Lancer was in the grocery trade there, his sales 
were enormous and he amassed a fortune. Pan) Stepheniteh, in 
hardware and agricultural implements, does a famous business. 

Dr, B, BH. &. Angear, of Sublette, next to Dr. A. W. Chandler, 
of Compton, is a pioneer in providing for his patients a hospital, 
Dr. Angear’s, is engineered entirely by his own private means and 
isa marvel. It is justly the pride of the countryside. Provided 
with the very latest appliances this hospital cares for the com- 
forts of its patients in a manner which has evoked astonishment 
from visiting physicians from abroad. 

Doctor Angear is a physician of great ability and Ins faith in 
Sublette, by providing his hospital with every scientific apphance, 
has not been misconceived. Two trained nurses are im constant 
attendance. The operating room isa model. This hospital attracts 
patients from all points of the country. 

very one of those old Germans was a good Christian man or 
woman. During life they gave generously to their beloved church 
and in death rich gifts have been left it. 

The Catholic chureh of Sublette, by all odds, is the most beau- 
tiful and the most costly in the connty and but very few in the large 
cities are at all comparable to it. The cost has been something like 
sixty thousand dollars. It was built five vears ago. 
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The magnificent pipe organ cost 81,800, The raised pulpit has 
built over it a sounding board which so controls the voice that every 
word is heard easily in every part of the large room. 

Not long ago when My. and Mrs. Jacob Michels realized they 
must soon die, it was the wish of each that their large property 
should go to the survivor during life, after which they wished to 
give it to the church. Ma. Michels died first and Mas. Michels, to 
whom the property was willed, enjoyed it during her life. Just 
how to fix it she did not know, so she consulted her friend and 
counselor and the friend and counselor of her late husband, and 
appointing bint executor of her will, she gave him absolute author- 
ity to spend the property as he, Joseph Bettendorf, thought best. 
With beautiful fidelity, My. Bettendorf carried out the intention 
of the testatrix. Tn Germany he bought the beautiful stained glass 
windows of the church. Those windows are burnt colors; eighteen 
months were consumed in the task. When they arrived in this 
country, the Government collector sent a deputy out to Sublette to 
see that they were used for no other purpose than for church win- 
dows. A Mibhwaukee firm came down and set them. 

Ata cost of $1,800 Mr. Bettendorf installed the beautiful altar. 
He also purchased the rare vestinents wlich the church now owns, 
and by the tine he had executed his trust, he had spent between 
seven and eight thousand dollars. 

There still lacked one item; only one, and that was a chime of 
bells. So in order to complete the intention of the father and Mrs. 
Michels, Charles E. Bettendorf, son of Joseph Bettendorf, bought 
a beautifnl chime of bells, and last summer Bishop Muldoon ehrist- 
ened the bells. 

seautiful homes and surroundings those Germaus built. Thev 
raised families of patriotic, law-abiding citizens, some of the best 
m the world, and all over the township the influence of the fathers 
is felt by the children and grandehildren. 

The first postoffiee established was that of Broomfield, main- 
tained at the house of Daniel Baird. This was about the vear 1840. 

In the year 1841 O. Bryant burned a kiln of brick and like his 
Maytown neighhor, he succeeded. 

Just over the line in Maytown, taverns were kept by men named 
Richardson, Daniel Baird, Thomas Tourtillott and another named 
Movrison. 

The only Indians ever known to Sublette people were the Shab- 
bona Pottawatomies, who used to ride to and from the swamp near 
Walnut Grove along the Chicago-Prineeton road. 
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4reene’s mill at Davton, on the Ifox river, fora long while was 
the nilhng market for the settlers. 

Some httle time after Lee county was set off, Mavtown and the 
west half of Sublette was known as Bureau precinct and the polls 
were held at the house of Daniel Baird. he east half of the town- 
ship was incorperated with Brooklyn township. 

In 1849 the coumty was divided into townships instead of pre- 
emets, and this township was named Hamo. The railroad named 
the village Sublette. Tn order to secure harmony, and to get the 
name of the township changed to Sublette, a petition was sent to 
Hon. John V. Eustace, who durmg the winter of 1856-57, repre- 
sented this district in the Legislature, and the latter secured the 
desired change. 

The first town meeting was held on the second Tnesday in April 
1850. Alpheus Crawford was chosen moderator and Daniel Baird 
was made elerk of the meeting. A tax of 1214 cents was voted to 
be assessed on every hundred dollars of taxable property. At that 
eleetion Damel Baird was elected supervisor; Henry Porter, clerk ; 
Whitlock T. Porter, assessor; Silas D. Reniff, collector; Daniel 
Pratt, overseer of the poor; Hiram Anderson and W. H. Hamlin, 
highway commissioners; Samuel Averill and Thomas 8S. Angier, 
constables, and Alpheus Crawford and Andrew Bertholf, justices 
of the peaee. 


CHAPTER ARAVI 
VIOLA TOWNSHIP 


One section of Viola at least may be classed as belonging to 
the first vear of CImeago road history. T refer to that part cluster- 
ing around Melugin’s Grove and Guthrie’s Grove. Tn that little 
corner or rather spot in scetions 32, 33 and 34, near Melugin’s 
Grove and sections 26, 35 and 36 in which Guthrie's Grove was situ- 
ated; in the southern tier of sections, settlements were made very 
arly; eontemporaneously with those just over the border to the 
south, in Brooklyn township. In fact most of the claims of the 
border settlers, both sides, lapped over. The praine portion of 
the township. like all other prairie townships, did not appeal to the 
settler, and Viola further to the north did not settle until a much 
later period. When in 1851, Smith H. Johnson, father of the pres- 
eit commissioner of the Inlet Swamp Drainage District, B. F. 
Jolson went up into the prairie country of Viola to settle, he was 
nicknamed ‘* Prairie Johnson,"’ for his temerity and ever after- 
wards the name eluig to him. At first Ma. Johnson lived south of 
Little Melugin’s Grove, so that he was an old settler in Viola 
neighborhood and may be classed as one of the very oldest. 

William Guthrie probably was the first settler of Viola town- 
ship. Tn the chapter devoted to Brooklyn and Melugin’s Grove, 
his name appears many times prominently. He settled at. the 
erove which afterwards bore his name, in 1834. Mi. Guthrie like 
so many others who had been attracted to this county, had served 
in the Black Hawk war. In 1884, My. Guthrie made his claim and 
the next vear he built his cabin. The grove was laid off into small 
lots of about one aere and sold as timber lots in the early day. Mr. 
Guthrie actually built the first house, a log affair, in this township. 
He eut the logs from his grove and lived near by until Ins death. 
Tn Inter days. his grove heecame known as the Little Melugin’s 
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Grove. While John Gilmore actually lived just over the line mto 
Brooklyn township, his original lands extended over into Viola, 
sv that it would be unfair to class him as an old Viola settler. 

William Lawton came ina little later, but when Walter Little 
ene along still later, 1837, le sold Ins claim to the latter. 

In the year 1837 there came to Viola township, one of the most 
remarkable men that ever lived in Lee county. He was a man 
under size, five foot six or perhaps seven, weight not over 145 
pounds when I used to know him; very quiet; deep set blue and 
very mild eyes, yet a man of tremendous foreefulness. He was 
born in Ireland, in the County Antrim in 1815, October 15th. In 
the year 1835, after four vears’ residence further east, he settled 
in Viola township and lived there until the day of his death. 

Landing here without a dollar, he aeeumulated land so rapidly 
and so perseveringly that he held for half his hfetime the largest 
body of land owned by any mam in Lee connty. There were 
1,300 acres in his beautiful homestead in and around sections 25, 
26 and 35. He was a stock-raiser. Rarely ever did he buy steers 
to feed. He preferred to raise his own steers. He put thorough- 
bred bulls at the head of his herd and very soon he owned the best 
erades in the county and Adrain steers in the markets needed no 
advertismge. He was honored with every important office in his 
township. Though Viola was a long time settling, those people 
who took up their homes there achieved much and made great 
progress once thev had got a good start. 

Henry B. Cobb is another instance of what one man ean do 
Who possesses push and energy. T would class him as one of Lee 
county's biggest men. Exactly like Mv, Adrain, he farmed intel- 
gently and accumulated large bodies of land. Tn the year 1852, 
he bought a land warrant of Elias B. Stiles and located it on the 
piece of land on whieh he lives to this very dav. He had so muelh 
faith in Lee county land that he did net look at it before he laid 
his land warrant on it. Tt proved to be one of the rarest pieees of 
Jand upon which the sun ever shone. 

Ma, Cobb did not settle upon this land at once. When later he 
did, John Tlagardine, a brother-in-law, settled near by and so did 
one or two other relatives and friends from Connecticut, M1. 
Cobb's native state. These relatives however did not like the 
country very well and so after wintering and summering it fora 
short while, they left. But with New England pertinacity and 
pluck, My. Cobb stuek and today, he probably owns more high 
priced land than any two or three men in Lee eonnty combined. 
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Mr. Cobb always has been a feeder. But unlike Mr. Adrain, he 
has bought feeders and fed them the product of his rich lands. He 
uses the same feed lot today he has used for something like sixty 
years and today vou will see in that lot some of the shapelest 
steers the butcher would care to see. 

The old house, modest, like the houses of all the old pioneers 
were, stands today a little to the east of Ma. Cobb’s present beauti- 
ful homestead. In that little home, he and Mrs. Cobb built up this 
splendid fortune, and unless misfortune befall it, the little home 
will stand many vears more. When Mr. Cobb entered this land in 
section 13, he did not have the means to till it and so he went down 
into Bureau county, near LaMoille and did team work; also worked 
for a Mr. Edwards in a nursery until by and by he felt he had ae- 
cumulated enough to carry him over the period of waiting for a 
crop. His wages under Edwards were thirteen dollavs per month 
and board. 

3v reason of the large area of swamp land in the central and 
western parts of Viola, large herds of eattle frequented that 
section im the earlier days. 

Among the other old time settlers and farmers were Richard 
Philips, B. F. Johnson, Wilham Tripp, Henry Bennett, a man 
named Winters, another named Baker and another named 
Bucholz. 

Originally Viola was a part of Brooklyn townsiip. On the sec- 
ond day of April, 1861, the voters of this township met at the house 
of Moses Van Campen and nominated Simeon Cole moderator and 
Abram Van Campen, clerk. With their clection the business of 
organizing the township of Viola began. On a vote being taken, 
it was found that fifty-seven vetes had been cast, the great major- 
itv being for Sammet lL. Butler for supervisory; Simeon Cole, asses- 
sor: Samuel Vosburel for town elerk; constable and collector, 
John Melugin; justice of the peace, Tlenvy Maysh: commissioners 
of highways, William Toldren, Ralph E. Ford and Moses Van 
Campen; poor master, Evins Adrain; potmd master, John 
Melugin. 

By the very reason of the herding of vast numbers of cattle 
by Robert M. Peile, this township had gone by the name of Stock- 
ton; but when it came to giving it a legal name under the orgamza- 
tion proceedings, Butler, Eldorado and Elba were proposed. At 
this meeting no name was given, however, and so the officers gave 
their bonds to the township of Stockton. 
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On May 11, 1861, the highway commissioners of Brooklyn and 
Stockton met for the purpose of making the road along the eom- 
mon township hne. The name for the township must have been 
discussed at that meeting because very soon thereafter the name 
Viola was given to it. 

Willow creek is the only natural stream flowing in the town- 
ship and it empties into Inlet swanip country in seetion 16. 

The greatest enterprise carried on in this townslip, of course, 
has been the drainage proceedings which should be read carefully. 
The Panama canal is regarded properly as the engineering fea- 
ture of history. But behind that enterprise, a great Nation with 
inexhaustible resources was furmishing the necessary funds. This 
great enterprise was carried on by a small portion of a small 
county and vet the section of the county wlich paid for it, per 
capita, paid far bevond the tax per eapita paid fox the eanal. 

Evins Adrain’s wedding was the first to be performed in Viola 
township. He married a widow lady, Snnith by name, whose 
maiden name was Marilla Goodale. The marriage of William 
Hopp anda Miss Smith was the next wedding and that of Truman 
Johnson to Miss Mary Melugin was the third. 

Walter Little was the first adult person to die in tlns town- 
ship. The first child born in the township was William Lawton’s 
which died im infaney. 

Tnasmuch as Meligin’s Grove fiviished the churehes and the 
schoolhouse of the early day for Viola, it is mmeecessary to allude 
to the latter at least, exeept through the report on sehools made 
by Prof. L. W. Miller. There was a little sehool, however, at 
Guthrie’s Grove and the first teacher there was Moses Van 
Campen. 

Viola has made a great number of very rich farmers. At this 
verv moment there are dozens of retired farmers living in Dixon 
and Compton, made independently meh from Viola farms. About 
two vears ago Mr. Cobb astonished the whole eounty by buying a 
large farm near lis own for the sinn of $300 per aere, spot eash. 
When asked if he did not feel that he had got rather ahead of 
the times in paying that price, he took out lis lead peneil and in 
no time at all he proved that he had made a bargain in his pur 
chase at the price, the first time in the history of the county that 
#300 per acre had been paid for farm lands. 


CHAPTER. XXAWVTI 
WILLOW CREEK TOWNSHIP 


This township is closely associated to this very day with Wyo- 
ming, its neighbor on the south, and all the old traditions are 
treasured here because many of them applied originally to Willow 
Creek. 

The name, Willow Creek, was taken from the ereeck of that 
name, and it in turn was so named from the great numbers of 
willows which grew qriginally along its banks. 

This creck takes its source in section 5 of Wyoming township, 
crosses the line into section 32 of Willow Creek township, flows 
northerly through sections 29, 20, 21, 17, where it deflects north- 
westerly into 7 and then westerly it empties into Inlet swamp, in 
section 16, of Viola township. 

This is a beantiful township of land. Quite unnsual, it pos- 
sesses unrivaled seemie beauty and Jands of unsurpassed fertility 
at the same time. Today it ranks as one of the richest towns in 
Illinois. So too it may boast with honest pride that there dwells 
within its limits one of the very first persons who caine there in its 
trying pioneer days. His name is David Smith, and a nobler man 
and gentleman than David Simith is not te be fonnd today. [am 
under many obligations to hin. In all my researches, I have trou- 
bled many people with my inquiries. Some have been gentle and 
generous; others have been too mean and slovenly to answer gen- 
tlemanly letters and on personal requests have been found still 
worse. But Ma. Sinith has gone out of his way to assist me in my 
Lee county inquiries and Ins information proved to be of inesti- 
mable value. He settled for me the mueh mooted Joh Alcott ques- 
tion, and that of itself is of great importance to me. 

Myr. Smith eame to Willow Creek as a Jad in 1837, and with his 
parents settled at one of the fonr beantiful groves of this town- 
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ship, from whom it derived its name, Smith’s Grove. Smitlh’s 
Grove, located on sections 34 and 35, was the largest perhaps, of the 
four. John Smith, from Argyleshire, Scotland, educated for the 
nunistry, reached Willow Creek in August, 1837, and bought from 
James Armour a claim in section 35. Armour had bought it from 
one Cameron, who squatted on it originally. A few logs had been 
eut and that was the extent of the improvements done on the claim 
Wher it came into the possession of Mr. John Sith. This claim 
included all of Dry Grove, a few scattering trees, so called beeause 
no creek van near then. 

John Snuith was not the first settler of the township, but he was 
the first settler of that locality. The house, erected unmediately, 
was the second built in the township. It was thatehed with mowed 
grass and the house of David Snuth stands today almost on that 
identical spot. 

In December following, the family suffered a fearful calamity. 
Their house burned down aud cousumed all their clothing, bedding, 
money, and a very valuable library, the only private brary of 
consequence in the State of Ilhmois. The fire caught in the roof. 
Jt was the first dwelling in the township to be consumed by fire. 

With indomitable pluck and energy, characteristic of the pio- 
neer, especially the Scotch pioneer, another log house was ereeted 
a few rods east of the first. 

Fortune dealt unkindly with this worthy family at the first; 
just as it did with so many other families away from old home 
ties; surrounded by Indians; lonesome. About three weeks after 
settlement, John Suuth, the second son died and he was laid to 
rest in the family burving ground. That was the first death and 
burial in the township. Robert and David, other sons lived and 
remained and grew to manhood on the old place. There John 
Sinith died in 1860, and there David lives today. Robert moved to 
Dixon and there died. 

When John Snuith came to Lee county he brought with him the 
old all-iron plow, in the firm conviction that nothing but the Seoteh 
plow could turn a furrow of virgin soil. But as against the wooden 
beam steel plow of Dhinois, Mr. Smith coneluded he would not 
eare to compete and so he threw it away along with his mattress of 
thistles, which he thonght was the only bed in whieh mortal man 
could find sound shimber, 

How lovingly the Scotch regard the home! John Colvill, later 
of Paw Paw, caine with the family from Seotland, and lived with 
thein for some vears at first. 
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The other groves beside Sinith’s Grove are Allen’s Grove and 
Twin Groves. Allen’s is loeated on sections 35 and 36, Twin 
Gioves on Section 17. 

In the autumn of 1836, one Peter Gonzolas, from Dutchess 
county, New York, said to have been a Frenelman, came and made 
a claim at Allen’s Grove. Peter (Pierre) is‘a Freneh name; but 
Gonzolas, never. He may have been a Frenchman and probably 
was, but in tossing his name down the ages, it has become badly 
disfigured. Te remained two or three vears and then left; some 
say with the Indians. Before leaving, he sold his claim to Riehard 
M. Allen, and that was the first farm in the townslnp to reeeive 
Mnprovenments. 

The grove took its name trom Alen and if the speeeh of people 
and the written records are to be taken at par value, then that 
grove by any other name would smell much sweeter. 

Allen lived in a log house and kept tavern. His grove was 
thickly grown up to hazel bushes and chaparral, making a safe 
retreat for the horse thieves and counterfeiters who were said to 
have vendezvoused there during Ins brief sojonrn. Allen left. 
When he left is not known, because in all human probability he 
did not leave upon the order of his going but left at once and was 
succeeded by a man named Price. Allen, however, in 1839, was 
still here. 

Tn 1844 Tsrael Shoudy came and bought Price’s claim, and lived 
upon it for the most of his lifetime. 

In 1839 Horatio G. Howlett, who had been living in Dixon for a 
couple of years, settled at Allen’s Grove and he remained here the 
remainder of his life. 

Tfowlett was just the man for the nascent little settlements. 
He, like Town, of Paw Paw, feared nothing. He was elected con- 
stable when Town was elected a justice of the peace, with the under- 
standing that never would either take fees for services in civil 
Gases. 

One day Justice Town sent Constable Howlett a warrant to 
serve on aman named Lovelin (or Loveland), charged with borse- 
stealing. As the most likely place to find a horse thief, he went to 
Allen’s and was told the party wanted was plowing out in the field. 

The stolen horse, in the stable, was tied and a companion was 
placed in charge of it, with instructions to take certain aim at Love- 
lin and fire, should he, Howlett, give the order. It was ]Towlett’s 
expectation that he and Lovelin would return to the stable together. 
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Howlett read the warrant and demanded that Lovelin go with 
him to Paw Paw. Lovelin vefused. Undisturbed, Howlett then 
said he presumed Lovelin was armed while he was not; that Love- 
hin might do as he pleased about submitting; but he, Howlett, pro- 
posed to take the horse and restore it to its owner. Lovelin fell 
into the trap and went to the stable to prevent the return of the 
horse, stating that only over his dead body could that horse pass. 
The instant the two men reached the stable, the guard darted into 
sight and drew a bead on Lovelin’s heart. Howlett demanded a 
surrender and again instructed the guard to shoot when ordered. 

Lovelin surrendered, Allen gave bail and the man was released. 
A bowie knife and two pistols were taken from him. Soon there- 
after he requited Allen's kindness in harboring him, by running 
away with the wife and a horse of Ins friend, Allen. With Allen’s 
assistance he was caught; lodged in the Sycamore jail; he escaped ; 
Jay in a stream of water until nearly dead; was retaken, and sent 
to the Galena jail. 

One day while confined there, when the jailer’s little son brought 
him his meal, he canght the boy in his arms, eseaped, ran to the 
brow of a Indl or chff near by, and when the sheriff made for him, 
he held the child aloft hetween them and threatened to dash him 
to death below if not permitted to escape. Without a word of 
remonstrance he was permitted to go his way in peaee. Later the 
fellow was lodged in jail in St. Louis, charged with horse stealing. 

Judges Caton and Drunnnond, who traveled the trail through 
Allen’s Grove from Ottawa to the hunting grounds of Wisconsin, 
told Mi. Towlett of the Galena incident. 

This was the first arrest made in Lee county for horse stealing. 

Speaking of this trail—a state road was laid subsequently, 
along that trail from Ottawa to Rockford, and for southeastern 
travel if was used very largely. 1t has been said that many times 
twenty and thirty teams in procession passed Allen’s Grove. 

Twin Groves were named first, Moore’s, from William Moore, 
the carhest settler there, who began his improvements in 1837 at 
the more southerly grove, 

James Thonapsen and Levi Lathrop came together as early as 
1842, and together they bought Moore’s claim, en whieh the latter 
had thirty acres of plowing. For the timber claim, Moore was paid 
£50, the northwest quarter of southeast quarter of section 17. A 
short while afterwards Thompson bought out Lathrop’s interest, 
and there My. Thompson remained the remainder of his days. 
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Robert Blair, brother-in-law to Mas. Thompson, came at the 
sane time from Melugin’s Grove and bought a claim north of the 
grove, but he never took title from the Government. About 1850 
he returned to Melugin’s Grove. In 1881, he died at the house of 
Mrs. Thompson. The first birth at Twin Groves was that of a son 
to My. Blair, named Robert. This was in 1546. 

Ma. Thompson's first house was io more nor Jess than a peu 
built with rails and covered with straw. A log cabin, not much 
better than the pen, followed. 

For quite a wlile after this there was a lull in the advent of 
settlers. George Wise and Isaae Gardner, brothers-in-law, started 
improvements at the north grove, but very soon sold to Mark R. 
Averill, and left the country ; Wise went to Califormia and Gardiner 
to Florida. Neither did Averill remain Jong. In the winter of 
1853-54, he moved to Paw Paw, after selling his land to Jacob B, 
Fishey in the fall of 1853. 

About 1846 Cummings Noe came to Twin Groves and settled. 
His first residence, like Thompson's, was a pen. He, Ma. Thoip- 
son and James Sinith entered from the Govermnent all of the south 
grove when it came into market. 

The first white man’s road marked out, though never surveyed, 
was staked out by Erastus Noe, from Twin Groves to Tiekory 
Grove, and used many vears. Toes, running wild, estravs prob- 
ably, were found in the timber before the settlers made their 
homes there. 

James Sinith and Nathan Noons reached there in 1547, Koons 
settled in the southwest corner, while Snuth took up a 300-acre 
clan or more at Twin Groves. Joseph Barnhardt came im eom- 
pany with them. 

In the month of June Shabbona and his Padians paid them a 
visit. which was enjoyed by the lidians, notwithstanding they 
nearly froze. 

Smith carmed to lis new home a willow cane wlich, when start- 
ing, he had resolved to plant when he reached his new home. After 
cutting it into four pieces, he planted them and in time he had four 
trees from which other cuttings were taken by thousands. thus 
realizing a propheey that he should realize from his cane thousands 
of dollars, and which prophecy, by the way, was ridieuled. 

During the war a aman from Galesburg, named Platt, bonght 
those trees growing in the region, and shipped cuttings in carload 
lots to all parts of the West, to be used in planting, for hedge fences. 
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It took over two years to clean up the trees which originated from 
Siith’s cane. 

Jesse Ixoons from Ohio and A. N. Dow settled here in 1847. 
Samuel Reese and James Stubbs came in this vear or next. A mar- 
ried brother of Stubbs came too, but he died soon after and James 
moved to Mendota. About the same time Cyrus and John Goff 
eame and tarried a few years. 

Lewis H. Durin and Gilbert Durin, brothers, came from Ver- 
mont in 1849, and these two men have left an imprint for good on 
Willow Creek, which never can be effaced. The L. H. Duvin and 
Jacob Fisher estates own the north grove to this day. Later, Gil- 
bert Durin removed to Steward. The Durvins always were doing 
eood while living and it is the same today with their children. Miss 
Ida Durin of Scarboro, in this township, in the vear 19138, built 
for the school district what is regarded as the only perfeet sehool 
room and attributes in Lee county. The dedicatory exercises m the 
sunnner of 1913 attracted attention from all parts of the state. 

Wesson Holton, from Vermont, located northwest of the groves 
in 1852 and he was another strong man intellectually and every 
way; one of the grand old kind. 

William L. Smith arrived in 1853 and James A. Harp in 1854. 
In 1853 the Byrds, from Virginia, settled on the north side of the 
groves. Louis P. Braithwaite came in 1853 and Louis P. Smith in 
1854. This brings Twin Groves down to recent vears, compar- 
aLiviely. 

About 1840 Doctor Basswood came to the southeast corner and 
remained four or five vears. Nathaniel Allen and his family eame 
in 1845. TTis sons were named Harrison, Nathaniel, Chandler, 
Ephrain and Alonzo. He had four daughters. Benjamin Nettle- 
ton came in about the same time. Tsaac C. Ellsworth, from Ver- 
mont, settled here in 1846. The year previous his son, Benjamin, 
drove a herd of stock out from Obio. 

Christopher Vandeventer, from New York, came in 1848, with 
a two-lorse team and a dreve of sheep and eattle. He settled on 
the southeast quarter of section 24, and at that time there was not 
a honse between his own and the notorious Brodie’s Grove in Ogle 
county, seventeen niles northerly, 

3etween 1846 and 1855 there came to this part of the township 
Mathew, Perry and Amos Atkinson, MeNabb, Riehard R. Walker, 
Andrew Stubbs, Freeman Crocker, Daniel Maxwell, Sylvanus Sta- 
ples, Prinee Stevens, Hugh Wells, George Clark, Richard Clark, 
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John Platt and Alonzo Osborne. Jephtha Mittan, in 1550, settled 
in the southwest corner. 

Along up the east ine of the township, Jobn B. Briges came in 
1851, and Jolm H. Bacon and Ek. HE. Bacon about 1854. 

The Germans, as in Sublette and Bradford, were conspicuous 
in the early settlements of Willow Creek, although they were not 
anony the very early settlers. 

The first to come was Gottheb Dlochstrasser, i ls04. About 
the same time came Joseph LLermmann. dn 1856, Itrank Bates, 
Frank Herrmann, Jobn Herrmann, and in 1857, a second Frank 
Bates and Erhart Hochstrasser. John Yetter came in 1859 and in 
1860 George Erbes came. 

Today, dotted all over Willow Creek, you will see farms owned 
by the descendants and relatives of these men, especially the Herr- 
manns. There are in Willow Creek, Joseph ML, August, Henry, 
Edward, F. C.. and F. X. Herrmann, all splendid farmers and all 
prosperous. 

But by far the most numerous are the Norwegians of Willow 
Creek and neighboring towns, which make wp one of the very larg- 
est Norwegian settlements in the United States. It is about eight 
or ten miles Jong and about six miles wide. 

As stated in another chapter concerning the Norwegiaus of 
Lee county, Sublette got many Norwegians first. Subsequently 
they left and most of them came to Willow Creek. The first was 
Amund Hilleson, who as a single man went to Sublette im 1851. 
From his first vear’s wages he bought from the Goverment, m 
1852, the northeast quarter of 15. In the spring of 1855, after hav- 
ing saved some more money, he settled on that land. In the carly 
part of 1856, Lars Larson Risetter, who too had gone to Sublette, 
followed Hilleson into Willow Creck and settled on the southwest 
quarter of 15. When he died, he was one of the richest men in Lee 
county. He bought land extensively, cheap, and it rose rapidly, aud 
of him it was said, ‘**No man iwnade so rapidly and so fairly as Mr. 
Risetter.”’ 

Other Nowvegians coming to Willow Creek were Jacob Ed- 
wards, Taakon Risetter, Newton Boyd. 8. M. Maakestad, T. 'P. 
ide. Thomas Nelson, and Ole J. Prestegaard. the richest Nor- 
wegian in northern Tllinois, who as a poor sailor eame to Lee m 
1864. Without a possible exception, these Norwegians came from 
Hardanger. Norway: Last snmmer, 1913, over two thousand. 
from all parts of the United States, assembled at Lee, in this towi- 
ship. to hold their second annnal fest. Tt was one of the noted 
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events in the history of Lee county. For two days those Hardan- 
gers visited and sang, and in the great tent Just northwest of town, 
they assembled to bear tidings from one to another and arrange 
for attendance of the Hardangers at the home coming, back at 
the old childhood haunts in the fatherland. Without the slightest 
Meonvenicnee, that vast multitude was cared for in and around 
the little village of Lee. During the two days’ session not one 
boisterous word was uttered. Not a single police officer was de- 
tailed to care for the erowd. Tt was the best behaved crowd that 
ever met in Lee county. 

These Norwegians are industrious, frugal and hard-working. 
Withont exception they are people of means. Not a saloon ean be 
found in this township. At one time a blind pig attempted to 
foist itself upon the community, but by the time those Norwegians 
got through with the proprietors, a lesson had been taught whieh 
has not been forgotten to this day. 

Every Norwegian out here sings beantifully and the coneert 
given the first night of the fest was a rare treat to all. 

In 1866 the Norwegian parochial school was established as a 
part of the Lutheran ehureh syvsten, having for its object the teaeh- 
ing of the eatechism in the native tongue. The Norwegians all 
teach the chudven the mother tongue. 

First, sessions were held in private houses; next in various 
schoolhouses during the vacation periods. Alto and Willow Creek 
townships were divided by the Lutheran churveb into three districts 
for select school purposes. Six months® school were held cach vear, 
three of them in the spring and three in the fall. 

Those in Alto and part of those in the north end of Willow 
Creek—nine fainilies—econstituted the Alto distriet and held their 
school in Union District, No. 10. 

The third or south district occupied the schoolhouses of dis- 
tricts 5 and 7 and the one in Lee. The school was organized by 
Rey. (. G. Peterson and while waiting for a teacher, Rasmus Ras- 
inussen tanght fora month. Then Thomas Nelson, the first regular 
teacher, cane. Subsequent teachers have been Messrs. Hendvick- 
sen, Christopherson, J. Gossendel, Iver Fanebust, E. Teffre, 8. W. 
Weeks, J. J. Maakestad, and another, a student, S. V. Tveit. of 
Rochester, Minnesota, president of the Hardanger Society, was 
another teacher. These same scholars ave presumed to attend the 
English publie sehools. 

Tn 1881, the south district built a private schoolhouse, 18x26, on 
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the southeast corner of section 15, at a cost of $500. TLolden 
Risetter donated half an acre of ground for the purpose. 

The present council of Lee is composed of the following mem- 
bers: S. M. Maakestad, president, or mayor; Barney Jacobsen, 
George Beels, Sr., Marshall Edwards, L. A. Plant, Oliver TLlalsne 
and Robert G. Nowe. Kinnie Ostewig is clerk and F. A. Baelh is 
treasurer. 

Lee has its own electric Hghting and power plant whieh gives 
an all-night service. This independent plant is owned by J. EK. 
Mahnsbery. Power is generated by a 20-horsepower engine and 
Tam told five gallons of kerosene will run the plant fifteen hours. 

T. 'T. ide is the oldest merchant of Lee. He has been located 
in one spot thirty years and has amassed a fortune there. 

S. M. Maakestad has a very large general store, a handsome 
two-story brick of two rooms and filled with a very large stock of 
goods. Ma. Maakestad enjoys one of the largest business meomes 
in Lee county. 

The opera house is a very connnodious room, 60 by 90 feet T 
should judge. It is well lighted, well ventilated and surrounded by 
alnple exits In case of fire. During the winter season a course of 
entertainments is alwavs maintained. The merehants wuarantee 
the amounts needed to support them and invariably the people 
patronize them hberally. In this auditorium the Norwegians held 
their banquet last September 18th, at their Hardanger Lagets, at 
whieh nearly one thousand were fed. This is called the Nelson 
opera house. 

Three blacksmith shops doa thriving business in Lee; they are 
owned and run by Lars HH. Jordal, John Mahnsberg and Fobn 
Tonch. 

The garage and machine shops of Swan Ostewig & Co. ave the 
largest of the kind in Lee county. In all the conntry reund, this is 
the only shop in whieh welding can be done and im vuleamzing, 
Mr. Ostewig does all of it for neighboring eities and villages. Tis 
welding apparatus generates 6,300° of heat. In the immediate 
vicinity of Lee, over 150 automobiles are owned by farmers and 
erizens. 

The Lee State Bank runs its deposits up over $200,000. [t was 
organized Nov. 14, 1903. Its eapital stock 1s $25,000 and its loans 
now aggregate $175,000. The officers are Henry Johnson, presi- 
dent: O. A. Johnson, vice president: F. A. Bach, cashier. The 
divectors are Ole J. Prestegaard, O. A. Jolinson, TH. W. Jolnson, 
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J. HE. Johnson, T. O. Berg, J. M. Hermnann, H. L. Risetter and 
W. EL Pisehard. 

G. P. Peters is proprietor of the large harness shop. 

Wilham Brown, Olaf C. Brown and Thomas G. Brown com- 
pose the frm Brown Decorating Company, which does a heavy 
business for twenty miles around. 

Nels G. Johnson does an extensive paper hanging business. 

Robert G. Nowe has one of the largest hardware stores in Lee 
county. [ doubt if there is a larger one in the county. He issues 
handsome annual catalogues and does a large mail order business. 

Charles b. Wrigley is the present postmaster. Besides his 
postotfice he keeps a stock of groceries. 

Lee does an chormous grain business and the men who in the 
past have bought grain in Lee had made independent fortunes. 
Six hundred thousand bushels were marketed this vear of short 
crops by the Neola elevator and that of Mr. J. E. Johnson. This 
Mr. Johnson buys live stock extensively, too. William Minnehan 
runs the local meat market. 

George Edwards and A. A. Colby operate restanrants, and R. C. 
Flint and son operate the hotel. 

A. R. Rogde, now eighty-five vears old, is the only member left 
of the old first guard of Norwegians who came to Willow Creek 
in the “50s. He lives today on the same farin on which he settled. 
Tt hes partly within the village of Lee. 

This village has a splendid volunteer fire company, of which 
Henry Hide is the chef. 

Lee was incorporated about the vear 1875. 

The Norwegians of this big Norwegian settlement educate their 
children. The pubhie schools of Lee are of the very best and after 
the children have finished the high school, they are sent to the 
university, In one family, three brothers are professors: one at 
Yale, one at Northwestern, and another in the East, I have for- 
gotten where. 

The Lutheran chureh called the Southwest, has a pipe organ 
whieh cost nearly two thousand dollars. Rev. D. J. Borge is the 
pastor. Twenty voices comprise the choir, out of which a glee 
club has been organized. This chureh has a membership of 300. 
The Lutheran Chureh Northwest, though not quite so large as the 
other, exerts just as commanding an influence in the eommunity 
and its musical exereises command the same talent and the same 
numerical strength. The Norwegians of this colony are a temper- 
ate, happy, industrious and prosperous people and the settlement 
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is said to be the largest in the United States. Gradually extending, 
it has reached over into Shabbona and Milan townships of Delxalb 
county and over into Alto and Wyoming of Lee county. 

And only think! A few vears before, these Norwegians were so 
scattered that no more than fet church services could be held in 
the year! 

The first school of the township was held at Allen’s Grove 
in 1848 and was taught by Miss Martha Vandeventer, sister of 
Christopher Vandeventer, in one of Israel Shoudy's log houses. 
Shoudy had several log houses and was a tavern Keeper at the time. 
A little later Miss Nettleton and Miss Laura Brace kept school in 
the same place. 

In the spring of 1849, a frame schoolhouse was built by sub- 
seription on nearly the site of a later once—Shoudy donated the land 
—and the next winter Miss Clara Price taught there. Miss Smith 
of Shabbona Grove was an early teacher in this school and so was 
John Colvill, later of Paw Paw. 

Over at Twin Groves the first school ever taught was ina log 
cabin belonging to James Thompson. ‘The first teacher is thought 
to have been a widow named Mis. Stubbs, who was an carly 
teacher in those parts. Miss Maria A. Holton, later, Mrs. B. F. 
Elisworth, taught here im the summer of 1853.) The Twin Groves 
schoolhouse was built in 1854, by subscription, and im the fall of 
1857 was bought by the district at auction. In the winter of 
1863-64, it was burned down; another was built the following sum- 
mer and Miss Mary J. Fisher taught in it the first term. Now the 
beautiful school building built by Miss Jda Duvin is used at this 
point,—Searhoro. 

The Ellsworth school was built in the spring of 1855, and Mrs. 
Evsworth taught the same that summer. The finished lumber and 
shingles used in its construction were hauled from Karlville by 
Joseph MeCoy. Religions exereises were held here regularly. 

The Vroman schoolliouse was built about the vear 1855, and 
Miss Helen Vroman was a teacher there for several terms. 

Allusion has been made once or twice to the beautiful school- 
house Huilt at Searboro by Miss Ida Durin. While upon the 
subject of Willow Creek schools, | might just as well tell all about 
this famous school. At this moment, it is the only school denomi- 
nated ‘‘perfect’’ or, technically speaking, ‘‘superior”” im the 
county, and at its dedication it was the third in the state to receive 
from the state edueational department a diploma. On Sattrday, 
the 17th dav of May, last, with a splendid program, this beautiful 
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building was dedicated by Mr. U. J. Hoffman, a representative 
from the state superintendent’s office. Myr. L. W. Miller, superin- 
tendent of Lee county’s schools, was present too, and it may be said 
in this eonneetion that he has done a vast amount of work in bring- 
ing to their present high standard the sehvols of Lee county. 

This Searboro school cost $2,200. It contains a distinct library 
room, and it is filed with useful books. Its lavatory is conveniently 
arranged with reference to the two wardrooms and its mountings 
are of the best niekel. 

The schoolroom is about 25 by 40. The seats are graduated 
with reference to the size and ages of children from the primary to 
the eighth grades. Cement sidewalks lead from the street to the 
doors of the school opening to the east. The very latest model of 
heating apparatus has been placed on the first floor. Mis. Maria 
Ellsworth, the first teacher to teach sehool in that distriet, in 1852, 
was present and told the story of the first sehool already men- 
tioned, and for her services she received the sum of $1.25 per 
week and boarded ‘round. TLow beautifully she contrasted the 
pertect school in which she was seated to the little affair way back 
in the fifties! 

The program for this momentous occasion was as follows: 
Vocal duet, Misses Mishler and MeCosh; male quartette; invoca- 
tion, Reverend Schweitzer; vocal solo, Misses Mishler and MeCosh, 
Miss Neweomer, pianist; reading, Miss Olive Yetter; address of 
welcome, Prof. L. W. Miller, county superintendent: vocal solo, 
Misses Mishler and MeCosh, Miss Neweomer, pianist ; address and 
presentation of tablet and diploma, U. J. Hoffman; vocal duet, 
Misses Mishler and MeCosh, Miss Neweomer, pianist; History of 
the School District, George T. Noe; Experiences of an Early 
Teacher, Mrs. Maria Ellsworth. And this was a rare treat. 

Male quarette, ‘‘ [linois.”’ 

Placing ‘Superior’ doorplate on the front of the building and 
photographing the new building. 

Refreshments were served in the open air to a very large 
number who were present to witness the interesting services. 

Tf T remember rightly, Mrs. Elsworth said that her first school, 
taught mm 1852, burned down in 1868 er 1869. About two vears 
afterwards a more pretentious affair replaced it, which by the bye. 
is used to this day in the village of Scarboro in the form of a store. 
The present is the third. f had almost forgotten to mention that 
the lighting arrangements procecd from the rear and left of the 
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pupils, and in order to secure the most possible of sunshine and 
daylight, the windows bow somewhat. 

Miss Ennice Fisher, daughter of Jacob Fisher, is the present 
teacher in charge. Besides manual training which Miss Iisher 
teaches, sewing is taught by her. 

Willow Creck had two country postotfiecs before Lee and Sear- 
boro were platted. The first was the Willow Creek postotfice called 
by the people ‘Twin Grove,”’ where it was established about 1849. 
The early maps, however, designate this as Willow Creek post- 
office. Robert Blair was the first postmaster. Tle moved away, 
however, at the time and never handled any mail. It was actually 
established at the house of one of the Goffs, who had it for a short 
while, and notil Blair removed in 1850. Gilbert EE. Durin took it 
then and kept it until 1853, when it passed into the hands of Wil- 
ham L. Smith. After keeping it for a while, he deputized a man 
named Beckwith to run it, who went wrong and then Myr. Smith 
took it back to his own house. James Harp followed and Tra Duvin 
followed him. William Moore, B. F. ’Usworth, A. WH. Knapp and 
Adain Miller successively followed. 

The South Willow Creek postoffice was established m the sixties 
sometime, on section 34, and was kept until about 1873, by Hiram J. 
Abrams, when it was abolished. 

The first preacher we ean locate was Elder Baker, an itinerant 
Presbyterian, who held meetings at Allen's Grove in the Shoudy 
house. Reverend Canfield and Elder Wood from Earlville came 
occasionally. An exhorter named Olnstead is said to have preached 
in the various settlements of Willow Creek even before Baker 
preached there. Rev. James Price also preached there in the early 
dav. 

The first sermon at Twin Groves was preached by a Methodist 
minister from Rochelle. Rev. Richard Taney was the first en- 
cuit rider who came there with any sort of regularity. It has heen 
said of My. Hanev that he delighted to join in the wolf unts and 
that upon one occasion he dug from the ground seven wolves. Rev- 
erends Davids and Roberts also preached there prior to 1860. 

Tn 1855 Willow Creek was taken from Wyoming and made a 
township and to it the present township of Alto was jomed. 

The first annual town meeting was beld at Twin Groves school- 
house, District 8, on April 3, 1855. Tra 8. Durin was made chair- 
man of the mecting; A. N. Dow was made moderator, and G. 
Bishop, clerk; and FE. Woodbridge, justice of the peace, swore 
them in. 
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In 1861, Willow Creek was reduced to the regulation Govern- 
ment township, six miles square, by the organization of Alto. 

Until 1860, the elections were held at the Twin Groves school- 
house. The next two ox three meetings, Including two special mect- 
ings, were held at the Vroman schoolhouse, After that they were 
held at Allen’s Grove. Jn 1865, they were moved back to Twin 
(Girvoves. In 1867 and 1868 the Vroman house was used fur the 
polling place and in 1869, the Center schoolhouse ; for the next two 
years, the polling place went back to Vroman place and in 1872, to 
the Center house. In 1874, the election was held at the red school- 
house and the next vear at Adam Miller’s. At the town meeting 
in 1874, C. M. Bacon presented a resolution instructing the town 
board to take initiatory steps towards buying a lot in the center of 
the township and building thereon a town hall. It was adopted. 
John Yetter, supervisor, L. G. Dirtn, assessor, Dwight Davenport, 
town clerk, and Robert Thompson and H. G. Howlett, justices of 
the peace, reported that one acre in the southeast corner of section 
16 could be bought for $150 and that a building 24x34, with 12-foot 
posts, would cost about eight Iundred dollars. A vote on the pro- 
posal to build was carried, fifty to forty-seven. That same season 
the building was erected and the total cost was about one thousand, 
one hundred dollars. 

On Oct. 16, 1869, a vote was taken on the proposition to bond 
the townslip to aid the proposed Roek River railroad, but it was 
voted down, twenty-four to one. Ou March 26, 1870, another elee- 
tion was held to vote on the proposal of bonding the township in aid 
of the Chieago & Towa railroad, for $50,000, on condition the com- 
pany should run within one mile of the center of the township, and 
that was carried by seventy-five to fifty-one. But the read ran 
throveh the corner of the town in 1871, and so no bonds were issued. 

The first supervisor was Robert Suith; the first town clerk was 
G. 1h. Durin; first assessor, Prinee Stevens: first collector, William 
Byrd. 

When during the Civil war it was feared Hhnois might be 
invaded, a Union League was organized with a membership of 
about seventy, of whieh Nathaniel Nettleton was captain-president, 
and Andrew Stubbs was marshal. The organization met at Allen’s 
Grove and the Vroman schoolhouse and was drilled by John 
Edwards, of Paw Paw, a Mexican war veteran. 

When towards the end of the war reernits enlisted slowly, 
Willow Creek voted a hounty of $600 to every volunteer who should 
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enlist and be credited to Willow Creek township after that date. 
No draft followed. 

dis hile airal commimmts did its full duty an the loug 
strugele. 

As near as may be learned, the following is a list of those boys 
who enlisted from Willow Creek township: 

N. Chandler Allen, Alonzo Allen, Harrison Allen, who was in 
the Mexican war as well: David Anderson, Dewitt Abrams, Deval- 
son Abrams, Sylvester Bidwell, Jolm Baisley, George Baisley, 
Wilhain Baisley, GS. Briges, Adin Briges, John Britton, Alphens 
Beemer, Charles Bennett, Reuben Bactil, Joseph Barnhard, Bige- 
low Barnhard, Lewis P. Bord, Orin Cisco, Levi Cashner, Robert 
Donaldson, Alexander Donaldson, Fredemek Erbes, John Edgar, 
John Ellsworth, Lewis M. Fairchild, George W. Givard, Ehrhart 
Gehrig, James C. Howlett, George Hollenback, Edward Tollen- 
back, Cliavries Is. Fall, Moore Tess, Santee [less,; Edinaund W. 
Holton, Densla Holton, Chandler G, Holton, George TTochstrasser, 
Orlando Jones, Andrew Jackson, Sivert Jolmson, Morris Jolason, 
Joseph engular (or James Neeghthnger), Zephamah Wengular, 
Nelson Larson, S. S. Linton, Jonathan If. Linton, F.C. Mason, 
Peter Mittan, Chauncey Mittan, James Miller, Witham Miller, 
Merritt Miller, Clement Miller, Frank Malls, Francis Mills, Wil- 
ham Mills, Amos Noe, Wilham Noe, Tlamilton Nichols, Thomas 
Nickelson, William Nettleton, Benjamin Nettleton, Nathaniel 
Nettleton, Jacob Selywab, Alexander Sebwab, Jacob Sue, 
Charles Steinbrook, George Seymour, William Steele, Thomas 
Steele, John Shondy, John Smith, James B. Smith, Bayard Smith, 
Alexander Smith, John Unger, David Vroman, Robert Vroman, 
Abvam Van Patten, Ivwin Vandeventer, William Vandeventer, 
Christopher C. Vandeventer, Jr., and Robert Wells. 

In 1868, a Methodist Episcopal church was erected on the 
southwest corner of section 16, jointly by the Methodist, Congre- 
gationalist and United Brethren societies, and today is called the 
Twin Groves Methodist ehuveh. James and Amanda Thompson 
donated the ground. The trustees for the Methodist ehireh were 
James Thompson, L. G. Durin, Tenrv Lewis, Aaron Smith and M. 
A. Rice. The bnilding was 30x40 with a high spire, and it cost 
$3,500. Besides the lot donated, James Thompson gave ¥*1.000 
and his wife, Aimanda, gave $630 towards building. It was 
dedicated Nov. 9, 1868; Revs. F. A. Hardin and A. P. Beaeh con- 
dueted the services. 

By the arrangement governing this church, made at the time, 
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it was agreed to perunt each other denomination to use it; that if at 
any time the Methodists desired to control it exclusively, they 
might du so by returning to the donors of other sucieties the money 
these members had contributed. 

The first regular Methodist preacher to ocenpy this pulpit was 
C. C. Combs, while Reverend Brewer officiated for the Congre- 
gationalists. Reverend Wendell was the first preacher for the 
United Brethren. 

Among those who have followed are Reverends Young, Bender, 
two Lewises, for the United Brethren. Following Combs, are 
Curtis, Farmilve, Stoddard, Davis, Hoffman, Tibbals, Record 
(1872). 

Jn the winter of 1869, a protracted meeting was held here, last- 
ing seven weeks, during which 130 conversions were made. Rev- 
erend Combs conducted it. Over one hnndred mnited with his 
society. When he reached this cirenit, the Methodists had only 
mine members, all women. 

The Congregationalists and United Brethren have nearly all of 
them left the conmunity. 

The Congregational Society was formed about 1859. Among 
those who were original members were Ephraim Durin, Mrs. 
Duiin, My. and Mis. Harper B. Davenport, Woodbridge, Rey. and 
Mrs. James Brewer, Mv. and Mis. Simon (or Simeon) Cole. 
Caleb M. Baeon became a member later. Reverend Brewer was 
the first preacher, Rey. Tlenry Buss the second, and the third 
and last was Reverend Breed. A salary of $200 was paid the 
preacher and the services were held in the Twin Grove schoolhouse 
nnti) the erection of the church. ' 

Tn the spring of 1864, Rev. Jacoh Fowler revived the Episcopal 
ehuveh, which had heen in existenee formerly, aud he brought 
together about Gfteen communicants. Under the fostering care of 
this gentleman, the chureh grew and prospered until about forty 
eonmunicants attended vegularly in the Ellsworth and Beemer- 
ville sehoolhouses. Among the number of communicants were 
Winfield Averaves and Mis. Areraves, Adam Miller, Mr. and Sirs. 
Samuel Argraves, Ma. and Mars. Abram Rosenkvans, Lydia Miller. 
Mi. and Mis. Joseph MeCoy, Henry Abrams, Jephtha Mittan, Mr. 
aud Mrs. Nathan Koons and Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Beemer. 
This mission was attached to the Shabbona mission. Tn 1866, the 
vestry, with some outside help, built a ehiveh, 80x40, for $2,600, 
This was dedicated Sunday, Aug. 6, 1866. Rev. Madison Handy 
beeame the second minister and he continued to keep the floek 
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together. But when Rev. A. C. Wallace came along, the beginning 
ot the end appeared. He lost his congregation. When it owed 
him, in arrears, $500 for salary, he obtained judgment agaist 
the church, sold the place to make lis debt, bid it in himself and 
when the redemption ran out, he sold it to the United Brethren 
Society. As a matter of fact the ehurch stands over the hne into 
Wyoming township on the northwest of section 6. This society, 
which lived exelusively in Willow Creek, was organized in 1857 
with twelve original members. The first pastor was Reverend 
Adams; the first class leader, Cummings Noe, and the first trustees 
were R. Hall, Cummings Noe and H. Lewis. 

A Geman Lutheran ehureh was organized in Willow Creek 
township at the Byid schoolhouse by Rev. Wilham Halleberg, in 
1870. The families of the following persons became members: 
George Erbes, Ehrhard Hochstrasser, George HLochstrasser, God- 
fried Gehrig, Louis Gehrig, William Hackman, Henry Sehnitz, 
Jaeob Rubel, Jacob Schoenholz and John Sehoenholz. 

Revs. William Haileberg, Charles Weinsch, John [eiertag, 
H. H. Norton, W. O. Oeting and W. Krebs have been ministers for 
this pulpit. : 

A society of Dunkards was organized in the Byrd school- 
house in 1863, after meetings had been held around at various 
houses. The original members were John and Margaret Toft, Alva 
R. and Amanda Harp, William and Elizabeth Vroman and D. C. 
and Catherine Vroman. Rey. John Fillmore settled in the town- 
ship soon after and he held services around at the Beemerville, 
Byrd and Twin Groves schoolhouses. 

Allen’s Grove had preaching of some kind from 1844. About 
1848, the Presbyterians organized a society and manitained an 
existence for several years. Reverends Baker, Breed and another 
were the preaclict's. 

A Methodist and a Baptist society were organized there too. 

The Zion church of the Evangelical Association was organized 
by Rey. John F. Selmee. who continued as the first pastor. Sonie 
of bis successors have been Revs. G. M. Young, John Schweitzer, 
A. Gotschel, A. Strickfaden, C. Ghestatter, J. KX. Sehuitz. and Jf... 
Lintner. 

At first, for six years prior to the organization in 1868, at the 
Byrd schoolhouse, regwar preaching was had every two weeks by 
Rey. J. M. Sindlinger, Henry Messner or L. B. Tobias. 

Some of the original members were Wiliam Dunkelberger and 
Mrs. Dunkelberger, John G. Yetter, Mr. and Mis. John Yetter, 
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Myr. and Mis. Philip Yetter, Mr. and Mrs. Gotlieb Hochstrasser, 
George Hochstrasser, Julia Yettev and Mary Hochstrasser. Wil- 
ham Dunkelberger was first class leader. The first trustees were 
Jolin Yetter, William Dunkelberger and J. L. Lutz. John Yetter 
was superintendent of the Sunday school for many years before 
his removal to Steward and later to Mount Morris. 

On the southeast corner of section 5 a church building was 
erected in 1875 at a cost of 43,000. Its dimensions are 32x46 and 
the same was dedicated by Bishop Jacob J. Iuscher. 

The first services of the Cathohe church were held at the house 
of Petey Kimbler about 1863. Father Westkam said mass. The 
first communicants were Peter Buchholz, Peter Schneider, Jobn 
Herrmann, Joseph M. Lervmann, Frank Hermnann, Frank Bates, 
Thomas Down, Frank Bates, Jv., Peter Kimbler and six other 
families. 

Father Westkain, who came over from Mendota, advised the 
building immediately of a church aid almost $2,000 was subseribed 
at once. The next veara church was built on the northwest corner 
of the southwest quarter of section 16. The main building was 
26x40, with an addition which at times has been used as a parochial 
school, John Herrmann donated four acres of ground for cemetery 
purposes. ‘The first priest who celebrated mass in the new chureh 
was Father Nige of Mendota. Fathers Goldsmith, Gobbles, 
Anthon Butter, Frank Schreiber, Fralich, Joseph Baenak, and 
Charles Hahn have been subsequently installed in this parish. 

By far the largest societies in Willow Creek township are the 
Norwegian Kvangelical Churches. One is Southwest and the other 
Northwest. 

This chureh was organized in the autumn of 1858, by the Rev- 
evend Didrikson, who made one visit to Bradford townslip. At 
first, the members were scattered widely apart; some in Sublette, 
others in Bradford, Lee Center and Willow Creek and meetings 
were held four thues a year, around in the four different townships. 
After the clhuveh had heen put into good working order, Rey. A. C. 
Preus, cane and mectings were held more frequently and the mem- 
bers assembled at the Byrd and Twin Groves schoolhouses. After 
a httle while, the Norwegians left theirv old settlements in the other 
townships and came to Willow Creek and Alto to live, and in 1864, 
over twenty families had gathered here to live. Among those who 
were first worshipers in this ehureh were Amund Tillison, Lats 
Larson Risetter, Lars Sahnonson, Jacob Oleson, Haldor Nelson, 
Jacob Peterson, Holden Peterson, Lars Oleson, William Oleson, 
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C. Christopher, Edwin Winterton, Lars Hillison, Haakon Risetter, 
Thomas Hilhson, Christian Hillison Sexer, Amund Oleson Crag- 
viek and the Boyds. Reverend Preus remained a vear or two when 
he was succeeded by C. J. P. Peterson, under whose charge the 
church was built and the parochial school was established. 

This beautiful chureh building, located i the northeast of 
section 11, arrests the eve from a long distance. It cost $3,500, 1t 
is 35x60 with a fine spire. A parsonage with twenty acres of 
ground surrounding belongs to the ehureh and is located on the 
northwest quarter of section 2. In 1870 it was bought for S40 per 
acre, This latter building cost about $1,700 and was built in 1875. 
A barn has been added. 

First, Chicago, was the market for Willow Creek farmers. 
With the completion of the canal to LaSalle and Peru, the latter 
places were patronized. Seven days were consumed in the Chicago 
trip with horses. 

The gristmills were at Dayton on Fox river, Dixon and Bing- 
hamton. 

In Willow Creek buffalo bones were especially thiek over the 
ground when the earbest settlers came in. It was thonght that 
inasmuch as they were more numerous in low places, the animals 
must have been driven there for forage during the cold winter of 
1830-31, and unable to get out of the blinding storms, were frozen 
to death in great numbers. This, however, is not true. Tn 1825 
no buffaloes were seen in Northern Tlineis by the settlers or the 
suckers going to and from the mines at Galena. 

“The tornado of Sunday, June 3, 1860, struck this township 
about 9 o’elock at mght, midway of the west Ime of section 18. 
William Cutts was within eighty rods of it when it left the town- 
ship: he says the noise was not unlike the rattle and clatter of a 
freight train when standing close to it, except that the former wag 
move tremendous in volume, Boards, plows, harrows, tinibers, 
reapers, stoves, furniture, earth, stones, animals,—evervthing that 
it could gather in its way, was whirling, dashing and erashing with 
a thundering rear and foree that filled the ear with a sound of pic- 
tnresque terror as mueh as if heaven and earth were battling for 
the same space at onee. Andrew Stubbs, standing out of its range, 
as it went by, saw it first, several miles west and describes its 
appearance as it approached and passed. 

“The night was moonlit, and from where he watched the temp- 
est, the moon was visible throughout. Massive pillars of flaming 
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shafts of electricity as large to the view as a stovepipe, poured in 
hideous currents down the seething mass of inky blackness, pre- 
senting a sight of sublime horror, 

“The first house in Willow Creek which received its fury was 
Abram Miller’s near the township ne. It was wnroofed, then 
taken up, carried over the well and the stable, but failing to clear ¢ 
straw stack, was overturned and seattered in all direetions. The 
occupants were Mir. Miller and two children. The mother lay some 
time imder a part of the roof mn an insensible condition, having 
sustained considerable injuries. None of the others were much 
harmed. The children, sound asleep in their beds when the shock 
oceurred, were thrown twenty-five rods into a wheat field, where 
one of the little fellows was found shouting lustily that all the 
windows were broken out. A tin boiler standing beside the house, 
full of water, was not disturbed; and a book of receipts, brought 
from Lowa, was picked wp on the farm. Gilbert E. Durin’s place 
was the second reached. [Lis house stood nearly out of the path of 
the electric monster, but a small addition was snatched away and 
dashed into fragments. James Nealis and another man were blown 
into the tops of some locusts in the doorvard, and the former was 
eut so badly in the thigh on a sevthe hanging upon a limb, that he 
bled nearly to death. A. N, Dow’s premises were the next to suffer. 
His house was seized as if it had been a toy, carried into the air and 
turned roof downward, going to pieces in utter wreck. Eight per- 
sons composed this family, and all were more or less hurt, one child 
having an arm broken. 

“The moving column raised slightly at Twin Groves, through 
the south one of which it tore a gap ten to twenty rods wide, leaving 
the undergrowth but httle disturbed, while twisting, splintering 
and interlacing the taller trees, Iostly stalwart black walnuts, in 
the wildest disorder, The damaye to the timber fell ehiefly on 
Wilham Smith. Thompson's house, a very heavy stimeture, was 
nnreofed, and the large building moved on its foundation.  Tlis 
strong cornerib and two log stables shaved the general ruin, A man 
named Scheiler, ving on Thompson’s land, had his house 
demolished, and all seven of the family were severely injured, and 
horribly begrimed, as if violently rolled and dragged tn fine dirt. 

“From this poit to section 14, lav a streteh of prairie, and no 
injury to life and little damage to property was done; but there a 
house belonging to William Baeon, oeenpied by AYen Jolinson and 
his sister, Norwegians, was wreeked, The inmates, on the first 
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appearance of the storm, had Inckily gone to a neighbor's, and 
thus eseaped its terrors. 

“The county line was reached midway of section 13, and here 
at Allen MeConekyv’s the most painful destruction was accom. 
plished. It was now between 9 and 10, and the family had 
retired. Rain had been falling hard but ealnly before the crash 
came, and Mis, MeConeky arose to attend to keeping the rain out 
of the windews. The wind began to rise, and in a few moments se 
increased that she remarked to her husband that the house would 
blow away. tle sprang to her side at the window, and at that 
instant, she relates, she saw the cast side of the house coming in 
upon them, but can remember nothing more, save that she was 
conscious of ling on the ground with a heavy weight resting upon 
her body. The house was shivered to atoms. Ma. MeConeky was 
killed outright, also the eldest and the voungest boys. Another 
little son was terribly bruised and all hope of bis recovery was for 
some time abandoned. Mis. MeConeky had an arm broken, 
Horses and cattle were killed here as elsewhere in the path of the 
destroyer. 

‘Tn the vicinity a boulder weighing half a ton was lifted from 
the ground and earried some distanee; but the most curious 
exhibition of power was at the point where the storm ended its 
work, three-fourths of a mile east of the county line. At this place 
was a piece of newly broken praivie. The furrows lay parallel with 
the direction of the tornado, and the tough sods were lapped up, 
twirled into a close body, and deposited forward in a pile of ten 
or twelve wagon loads. As if glutted with disaster, the storm now 
‘ised, and carrying on its dismal and solitary energies high up in 
the air, moved un tu Lake Michigan, where it lost its identity.” 

Besides churchyards and several private burying grounds in 
Willow Creek township, there ave two beautiful cemeteries, both 
kept beautifully. One is the Ellsworth cemetery and the other is 
the Twin Groves cemetery. The first named is located on the 
south side of the pubhe road in scetion 5-4 and took its name from 
Tsaae C. Ellsworth on whose farm it was laid out. The other is 
located on the southwest quarter of the southeast quarter of section 
17, adjoining the publie road on a gentle rise of ground whieh sets 
oft nicely the handsome momnnents which have been erected there. 

This chapter should not he dismissed without recording the 
little begimnings of things in the village of Lee, now so prosperons, 

The Chicago & Towa railroad was completed to this polat m 
the antimnn of 1871.) The eonnty line between Lee and Delwalb 
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counties rnns north and south through the middle of the primeipal 
street in Lee although the major part of Lee is located in Lee 
connty, chiding the postoffice. 

Tt is built on the southeast quarter of seetion 1, which brings it 
right up in the northeast corner of the town of Willow Creek. 
Norwegians today dominate its affairs just as they did when 
the place was platted. The first Httle building put up was by 
Christopher & Jorgens and was used for a grain offiee and 
erocery. At about the sane time J. Cheasebro built an offiee and 
began buying grain and dealing in coal, and lumber. Both offiees 
were completed before snow fell, but they did no business until 
after New Years day. R.J. White built the first store in the spring 
of 1872 on the northeast corner of Main and B streets, and soon 
after, when the postoffice was established, he was appoimted post- 
master. He hada partner named Knight who sold out his mterest 
to one A. B. Trask, who sold out to Henry Moore and he in turn 
sold out to W. H. Bryant. The new finn then added a line of farm 
machinery to their stoek. In 1874 White retired and Bryant 
received the appointment of postmaster. After three vears of 
trade he sold ont the store and thereafter dealt only in agricultival 
implements. 

Next after White. J. Johnson started a general store on the 
west side on Main strect, between A and B streets. In July, 1872, 
the railroad switch was finished and freight began to move m and 
ont and Lee began to boom. Abel Downer opened the third general 
store whieh inelnded a stock of dvugs, on the southwest corner of 
Main and B streets. During the same season, Ostewig and Levder 
started a hardware store, 

James Minehan built the first dwelling in 1872. The next 
Mareh W. H. Emmett ereeted the second, and in 1874, others went 
up rapidly, ineluding that of Ma. Christopher, east of the track. 

Frank Bacon built a hotel on B street in the early winter of 
1872-78. In 1874 A. B. Trask built the second whieh has outhved 
the first one. Trask’s was ealled the Clifton House. 

The North elevator was built by J. Cheasebro in the fall of 1872, 
and immediately following, Christopher & Jorgens erected 
another to the south. The first Dutcher shop was opened on B 
strect east of the track, in 1872. Next veay, Wilham Finton moved 
it over onto Main street, north of B. 

Miss Margaret Edsall was the first milliner and dressmaker and 
opened her rooms in 1873. Lars TTelland erected a wagon shop and 
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Iverson & Espe a blacksmith shop. These were built on the east 
side, 

In 1873 N. 1D. Sehoenholz built a harness shop, lars Larson 
Risetter built a store and dwelling on the southeast corner of Main 
and B streets, Lars Midnes a notion store, Knndt Tyler started a 
photograph studio and Trask, a store and dwelling, first ocenpied 
by C. IL. Rathbun. 

Stevens & Prestegaard built a hardware store on Mai strect 
in 1875. In the same year, B. I. Skovles began the erection of a 
eristnill which was finished next vear. In 1879 Christopher & 
Jorgens enlarged their clevator, pnt in a stationary engine and 
added woud-working works. On the northeast commer of Main and 
B streets, Sardis Vosburegh puilt i 1881, a handsome brick store, 
the first one built m Lee. 

Tn 1874 the village was incorporated and the first board of 
trustees were James G. Boardman, Arthny McLane, Willian R. 
Baumbach, A. B. Trask and W. H. Brvant. On Aug. 11th they 
held their first meeting. Mehane was chosen president and John 
Johnson clerk of the board. 

The first sehool in Lee was opened in the Dyas building in 
December, 1874, with W. HH. Emmett as teacher. In the summer of 
1875, Miss Eva Bryant taught the school in the Midnes building. 
In the spring of 1876, Miss Margaret Edsall tanght it in the shop 
she had occupied formerly as her millinery and dressmaking 
establishment. In that summer the schoolhouse was built. [In this 
new school building, Miss TLanipton taught the frst school ov term. 
J. 1c.) Glnicon, Missy Cait, J. WV. Shanks, Willis FL Hallet 
and Mrs. George Lattin followed. Tlenvy KE. Daniels, Charles 
Childs and A. B. Trask were the first directors. 

The first publie talk made in Lee was given by a Jew, who liad 
changed his name to Professor Ryder,—in the Dvas binlding. On 
the same dav a union Sunday sehool was organized in the same 
room. This room had formerly heen used for saloon purposes and 
when Ryder spoke, planks were placed across the heads of some 
heer kegs which never had been removed, and might across those 
same seats this first and very successful Sunday school was organ- 
ized. At this saine time, preaching was begun in Lee by Reverend 
Nicholson of Shabbona for the Methodists and Reverend Clouse 
from the same place for the Baptists. The next smmmer the 
religions meetings and the Sunday schools were removed to the 
Midnes building and there they remained until the schoolhouse 
was erected in 1876. There the two denominations, Methodists and 
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Baptists, held alternate services until the Methodists built a ehureh 
and in that the same alternate services were held for some time. 
Elder Clouse ee there ie 1879 for the Baptists. He was 
succeeded by Rey. i. W. Hicks. The Methodist ministers have 
been: Pomeroy, A. a Mettler, i B. Dickens and W. TL. Records. 

W. H. Emmett was the first Sunday school superintendent. 
Then it lapsed fora while, and Samuel Tlenderson revived it. 

The Methodist chureh was built in 1877 and was dedicated 
Dee. 30th, of that year. Hts cost was about two thonsand dollars. 
It is a. building, Gothic in stvle, 28x42, with a spire. It stands on 
the DeKalb county side of the village. 

The Cathohe church, built at Lee, stands just to the west of the 
business part of the village. It is a fine building, 40x60. 

Before this chureh was built, Twin Groves to the west was the 
only plaee at all near-by, where services were had and there they 
were held but once a month. At Rochelle, thirteen miles north; 
at Delalb, eighteen miles to the northeast, and at Sandwieh, 
twenty miles to the east, were the nearest Catholic churches. In 
the spring of 1878, M. P. Warris, John Wennedy, James Kirby and 
Bernard Malloy Ween an active campaign for building a chureh 
suitable for the many communieants of the neighborhood. Kirby 
was designated to act as treasurer and Harris as secretary, to see 
the Catholies and enlist their co-operation. Cash in those days was 
not plentiful, but those who desived a church, were financially good 
in every way. In three days $3,000 in good notes bearing 10 per 
cent interest, were secured. John Wennedy, James Wirby and 
Stephen Wirby divided these notes equally as coHateral and each 
advanced the sum of $1,000. Then the men first named went 
forward and built the church. John Kennedy gave one aere of 
ground and $500 in money which constituted the largest eontribu- 
tion made by any one individnal. The chureh cost $3,200, Tn the 
fall of 1878, it was ae bv Rev, Father Verdin, vice president 
of St. Tgnatins College, Chicago. Father Edwards was the first 
priest in charge. At fir ce services were held there but every other 
Sunday. Now the parish has a resident priest and regular services 
are held and the congregation is a very large one. 

Six vears ayo, the Chieage, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad 
Company, desiring to enter the coal fields to the southwest, in order 
to supply the needs of the company, determined to run a line of road 
through Lee county for the purpose. Under a leasing agreement 
with the Burtington, they were permitted te run over the Burlng- 
ton line from Steward to Rochelle. From Steward southerly, the 
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St. Paul read directed its course. Et has been said that the pro- 
moters of the road desired to penetrate Compton and we are told 
that overtures were made to that village with a view to seeure the 
right of way. 

Like so many other places, contented with the present and 
nader the impression that they are secure in their trade without 
other reads to establish other villages near and thus divide trade, 
those citizens, so the story rans, declined to assist the read. On the 
contrary, some resistance was manifested to the plans of the com- 
pany. Just how true these munors are, T cannot state. But they 
are so characteristically bmman and have been repeated unprotit- 
ablv so many times in history that color at least may be given 
them. 

At all events, the company went in its conrse just about a mule 
anda half to the cast and established the station of Roxbury where 
grain is bought and slipped in large quantities, and all at the 
expense of Compton. Lannst say, however, in justice to Compton, 
that the company also established a station about six miles north 
of Roxbury, called Scarboro and this little station has picked up 
an enormous trade, especially in grain and coal. Topograpically, 
Searbore, in Willow Creek, is sev situated that from the east at 
least, it is so easy to haul down hill to Searboro, that farmers almost 
from the deors of the Lee elevators bring grain to Scarboro to 
market. From the rich Viola country to the west, of course, it 
attracts all the grain raised there and Steward, for so many years 
amillon bushel point, has decreased at least 40 per cent on account 
of the inroads made by Searboro, And this charming little village 
now markets something hike half a nallion bushels of grain every 
year. 

P. J. Sehoenholz operates the first and oldest store, a general 
one, and Carl C. Fisher, the ether. My genial old fricnd, Tf. 1). 
Riley presides at the anvil and forge of Scarboro’s solitary black- 
smith shop and it pleases me to note that he is doing a prosperous 
business. 

The freight receipts at this station are said to be as large as 
those of any other village in the county of twice its size. Mr. Wil- 
liam H., Webber, one of Viola’s biggest farmers, tells me that as a 
live stock shipping point, it does a splendid business. Two large 
elevators here care for the grain. Shearer Brothers of Steward, 
forseeing the inroads Searboro was likely to make in their Steward 
business, promptly built an elevator in Searboro. The Neola peo- 
ple have the other. 
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The Evangelical church about which we have read in other 
pages found itself located right in the midst of the village when 
Scarboro was laid out. This is a beautiful church, built with every 
arrangement for comfort. A perfect kitchen has been built in the 
basement which also includes the added features of a dining room 
and in this admirable room suppers are given frequently. Last 
Fourth of July, when the Scearboro folks held a big celebration, 
the ladies of the church fed large numbers and did it in a man- 
ner altogether astonishing. And a better dinner never was served. 
The Searboro school stands just to the south. About half a mile, 
farther to the south, one of the beautiful Twin Groves stands. 
Through it Willow creek runs and there piemes and gatherings 
just like the one on the last Fourth, are held. It is an ideal spot. 

In this beautiful little bit of a village, you will find the very 
highest specimens of the builder's art, improved with every 
modern eonvenience. Electricity, steam heat, baths, hot and cold 
water’, in the houses; cement sidewalks; and all the village sur- 
rounded with lands wlich can hardly be valued. Only a little while 
ago, Mr. Henry B. Cobb, of Viola, living just a little way to the 
west, learned that a certain farm might be bought. It lay near his 
big tract of Viola land and he bought it without regard to price. 
Three hundred dollars per acre was the price; over fifty thousand 
dollars and the money, cash in hand, was paid down. Verily 
prosperity dwells around Scearboro, possibly the smallest village 
in the couuty. At all events, the voungest, yet one of the richest 
and prettiest. And it is located in Willow Creek township; old 
Twin Groves! 
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CHAPTER XXAYVIII 
WYOMING TOW NSAP 


Third from Dixon on the old Chieago road came Paw Paw 
Station, named from the paw paw grove of the early days. 

This township probably contained more Indians in the vear 
1834, when the whites began to penetrate Lee county, than any 
other township in the county. Of course then there were no town- 
ships. I speak of the six mile area, which subsequently constituted 
the Government township. 

When the treaty of Prairie du Chien was negotiated July 29, 
1829, by Gen. John MeNeil, Col. Pierre Menard and Caleb Atwater, 
with the Pottawatomie Indians, a considerable portion of the lands 
granted were located in and near Wyoming township. First of 
course comes our old friend, Shabbona, called in the treaty, Shab- 
eh-nay. He was given two sections ‘fat his village near the Paw- 
paw Grove.”” This grant was over the comity line into DeKalb 
county, just a little ways. 

Madeline Ogee, wife of Joseph Ogee, was given ‘fone section 
west of and adjoining the tract herein granted to Pierre Leclere, 
at the Paw-paw Grove.” The Leclere tract granted was, ‘‘To 
Pierre Leclere, one section at the village of the As-sim-in-eh-Kon,- 
or Paw-paw Grove.” Thus we get therein the Indian naine for 
the grove. By some miseoneeption the grant always bas heen 
called the LeClere or LeClaiy section. The statutes from which I 
quote, plainly enongh spell the name several times ** Leclerc.” 

The Ogee section, its acreage and its fate already have been 
stated in that portion of this work deveted to Ogee. 

By reason of its early association with Indians, particularly 
Shabbona, Paw Paw, in the eve of the author always has possessed 
a sort of romantic life. His bovhood associations. Just over the hne 
into DeKalb county, in Paw Paw township, too, have tended to 
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mmake hnn regard Paw Paw village with that affection whieh, ger- 
mninated in childhood, never loses its hold in after years. 

At the organization of the county, Wvonnng was in Inlet pre- 
einct. Paw Paw Grove attracted the settlers. The native forests 
of giant oaks in this township presented to the eve of the settler a 
never ending supply of fuel. With the beginning of townships in 
1850, it was named Paw Paw, and so it should bave remained, but 
owing to the imaginary confusion, whieh was feared would result 
from the adjoining town in Delkalb connty, bearing the sane name, 
it was changed to Wvoming. Tradition says lots were drawn to 
see which town should have it. 

Over east, partly in Lee county and partly in DeKalb county, 
there was erected the village of East Paw Paw, onee the most 
promising and prosperous place between Dixon and Chieago, In 
Wyoming townslip, the present village, west of the grove, was 
ealled Paw Paw Grove or West Paw Paw, and on Aug. 1, 1871, it 
was platted as Paw Paw Grove. 

One other village, in section 24 on the DeKalb county line, 
sprang up, designated South Paw Paw or LeClair Postoffice, 
thongh it never was platted. Thus it will be seen that a multiplie- 
ity of Paw Paws had sprung up. To simplify the matter, James 
Goble, of that township, subsequently sheriff, suggested that 
beeanse so many of the early settlers came from the Wyoming 
rauley in Pennsylvama, that Wyoming be adopted as the name. 
Accordingly, Lsaac Harding, Warren Badger and Lorenzo Wood, 
constituting the county commissioners court, changed the name to 
Wyoming, and on May 14, 1851, the board of supervisors officially 
ordered that ‘the township formerly called Paw Paw, shall here- 
after be called Wvoming.”’ 

The paw paw grew luxuriantly here in early years. This tract 
of tunber covered over two thonsand aeres then. Much like Pal- 
myra township, the grove contained thousands of blaek walnut 
trees, hard maple oak, hickory, cottonwood, butternut and svea- 
more, plans, blackberries and gooseberries grew plentifully. On 
the east side not far from the county line, was a beantiful spring of 
rare water. At the northwest corner was another. This latter fed 
Paw Paw ereek which runs from the northwest corner in a south- 
easterly direction and joins Indian ereek, whieh flows on into the 
T]linois river. 

In the winter of 1835-34, Levi Kelsey with Joel Griggs made a 
elaim and built a house in Paw Paw Grove. But fearing he might 


Pils TOR OP Eh COUR IY 499 


be on one of the Indian reservations, Mr. Kelsey in March, 183 
left and went on to Troy. 

When later David A. Town thine alone in the fall of 1834, he 
went down to sce Kelsey about the claim. Mus. Kelsey came out 
in September, 1834, and she has related many stories about the 
Tndians. 

The Indians duced Griggs to ent many trees with the expecta- 
tion of Hnding honey. When after many failures he declined to 
continue, they tried to induce Mr. Welsey, but he declined peremp- 
torily. For his decision, be was dubbed *tyood she-meo-ka man,” 
while Griges was called ‘she-mo-ka man, ishnoba.*? no good. 
Kelsey came before Griggs, but they built the house together. The 
two were partners and by a subsequent look at Kelsey's diary, it 
has been found that he located there Jan. 20, 183 

Tracey Reeve of Princeton, in May, 1834, went to the grove 
with three other men, to locate claims, but believing it all to be 
inclided in the reservations, they slept in Indian hunts over night, 
during which a fearful storm raged. Next day they went to Troy 
Grove, the nearest settlement. This party did not meet a solitary 
persan, red or wiite, at Pasy Paw Grove, 

J suppose some little detail of past history about these two, 
Kelsey and Reeve, might he interesting especially about Kelsey. 
His wife wrote that Mr. Kelsey came west in the fall of 1828. He 
peddled clocks in Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana and other 
southern states. During his travels he was taken sick many times. 
Onee at Alexandria, a man in bed beside lim died. He went on to 
St. Louis, where he was quite il] all winter. At Palmyra, Mlinois, 
he studied with a physician. Gravitating back to St. Louis he 
found himself in miserable health when the cholera broke out in 
1832. When well enough, he took a peddler’s pack and started to 
peddle Yankee notions for a St. Louis firm. Ie was in that 
employment when he entered Paw Paw Grove and beeame its first 
squatter. 

On the return of Reeve, he attempted to cross a creek swollen 
by the floods. Tn this effort his wagon tipped over and he turned 
a somersault over the dashboard. 

Next morning when desiring to pay his tavern Dill he found Jus 
money, about eight dollars in.silver, had disappeared. Retracing 
his course, he found it and was about to return to Troy Grove when 
a band of about thirty Indians overtook hin. 

Mr. Reeve was not the man to lose his nerve. Tle said **Good 
morning” to them in the Indian language, after which the Indians 


500 HISTORY-OP Vib COUR TX 


with a hearty laugh, permitted his departure in peace. They told 
im in expecting to seare him, they had anticipated a rare treat. 
But he did not seare, and that ended his effort at settlement in 
Lee county. ; 

In characterizing a person as the first settler of a community, 
actual and continous settlement should be considered. The man 
who enters a country first and tarries a brief period and then leaves, 
might be ealled more properly, a discoverer or visitor, 

To Damel A. Town belongs the distinction of becoming the first 
settler of Paw Paw Grove; it was in the autumn of 1834. He built 
Ins log house on the sontheast side of the grove; a 16x18 affair, with 
the door in the east end, a six-lght window in the west end and a 
big chimney and fireplace in the north end. The chimney like all 
the first ones was built on the outside, of split sticks, laid eob 
fashion, plastered between and lined inside with mud or clay. 

There was a floor in this cabin, made of boards spht from logs 
and dvessed by a broad-axe. The roof was made of shakes, spht, 
about three feet long and four or five inches wide and laid double. 
Poles laid lengthwise held them up, and poles outside held them 
down, O. P. Johnson, later of Brooklyn, helped make this house 
and he says he and three others built it ina day anda half. 

That fall, Mr. Town broke abont twenty acres of prairie and 
sowed it to winter wheat. 

Later he bought part of the Ogee section of Mis, Alcott in the 
mamner set forth in the chapter devoted to Ogee. On this elaim, he 
built his second house at the north end of the grove. 

With Ma. Town came lus wife, and four celildren: George, 
Martha, Dayid A. Jv, and Sarah. Tt issaid of lnm that when 
apphed to for the sale of seed grain at a igh price, he would refuse, 
saving, “Yon are able to buy elsewhere; | have needy neighbors to 
whom L must vive this.’’ 

Tle was a large, powerful man; a leader; wanted to be recog- 
mized as sneh; tippled very maderately ; resolute and fearless. 

Onee a stranger eae to lim to ask the direction to a eertain 
place. Given him, the stranger took the opposite direction. This 
Mr. Town did not like; so he overtook the stranger, wormed the 
story out of iim that he was a eounterfeiter; took away his dies, 
and got him sent to the penitentiary. 

David A. Town was the terror to horse thieves and the banditti, 
and for that more than any other reason, early Paw Paw was not 
mach disturbed. Inlet to the west and East Paw Paw to the east 
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were the places most frequented by them. When the township was 
organized, Ma. Town became its first supervisor. 

Very soon the Harris, Buttertield, Ploss and Wileox people 
came along, all related or intermarried. They came in one colony 
from Michigan with Rev. Benoni Harris, then over seventy, as its 
head. Eight adult children of the latter came too. 

May. Town died in 1861 and he and Mis. Town ave buried in the 
cemetery half a mile south of town. 

The dwelling oceupied by those colonists, was a double log 
eabin, built on their arrival. Later, Mr. Harris built the first frame 
house at the grove. Mus. [larris was the first to die in this new 
settlement. 

In the spring of 1835, Edward Butterfield, who married one of 
My. Harris’ daughters, came to the west end of the grove and made 
a Glam on the southeast of 10 and thereon he built a cabin, on the 
south side of the Cmeago read. Et was the first house on the west 
side; it was located on the first claim; it was the home of the first 
married couple; it was the first stove and it was the first house to be 
burned. 

John Ploss, another son-in-law of Reverend THarvis, made the 
first settlement on the south side of the grove ; but he did not remain 
fone. In the antumn, he returned to Michigan. Ths settlement 
was called South Paw Paw. 

The first stage house and tavern was built on the Chicago road, 
about midway between the two Paw Paws, east and west, by Isaac 
oy Asahe] Balding. This man seldit to Witham Rogers; he to Dick 
Allen; he to John Sinnns, who mortgaged it for $400 to get out of 
the Chicago jail, his son John, who was held there for passing 
bogns money. 

At this point the Ogee and Leclere sectious may as well be 
noticed and then passed up. In 1836 Job Alcott located and built 
his cabin on the south side of the Chicago road not far from East 
Paw Paw. After his marriage with Madeline Ogee, he sold the west 
half of the section to David A. Town for 41,000 in silver, and later 
he sold the cast half to Wilham Begers. After ercat trouble, 
William MeMahan found the witness trees marked OG and forth- 
with he platted the land. Before that time Willard Hastings had 
platted it, but hecause it had not been recorded, no end of trouble 
was cneountered. 

Charles Morgan, from Virginia, settled just west of East Paw 
Paw. Like so many others, he was a powerful man: more powerful 
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than any of the others. He lived here until about 1850. He opened 
a tavern dn his house which was located next west of Aleott’s place. 
Aleott by the way, was trom Ohio. After Aleott had remained a 
few years he sold his place to a man named Mussehnan, who bnilt 
the famons LLalow [lonse on the premises, noted for vears, for its 
dancing house and bar. 

Aleott then went with Mis wife Madeline to Missouri where the 
Pottawatomie Indians were located, 

By a letter dated Sept. 19, 1913, signed by the comntissioner of 
Indian Affairs, Tain told concerning Aleott’s deeds, ‘*One of the 
deeds conveying part of this reserve, was signed by Job Aleott, as 
the husband of Madeline. In the other two deeds, he signs by 
mark as Job P. Alcott, the husband of Madeline. These three 
deeds which were all approved April 17, 1844, conveved 620 acres.”’ 

Thus after long research, I have solved the Ogee-Aleott 
invsteries. Ogee was alive in 1838 at Dixon’s Ferry. He died soon 
after and was buried, first near the eorner of First street and 
Peoria avenne (southeast corner); then many vears afterwards 
when his bones were discovered, they were interred in Oakwood 
ceineiciy. 

But T must not conclide without giving what the Lee county 
records show. Job P. Aleott and Madeline his wife, conveyed by 
warranty deed to William Rogers, ‘‘A certain tract or pareel of 
Jand known and deserthed as the northeast comer of a certain traet 
of land given to said Madeline, a Pottawatonie woman, then the 
wife of Joseph Ogee, nnder the 4th article of the treaty of Prairie 
du Chien, of the 29th of July, A. D. 1829, containing eighty acres. 
This deed was dated Nov. 14, 1842: the consideration was $800; it 
was acknowledged Noy. 14, 1842, before Noah Leabo, a justice of 
the peace in and for Holt county, Missonri. 

A certificate of magistraey was attached and the deed was 
recorded in book A of deeds on pages 397-9, 

A modern deseription would read, the ‘f East half of the north- 
east quarter’? On the same date, Aleott and wife conyverved to the 
same party for $1,250, the east half of said grant of one seetion 
of land, under said treaty exclusive of a lot of eighty acres of said 
half section of Jand alveady in possession of said William Rogers 
and this day by ns conveyed to lim, it being the intention of the 
said Job and Madeline Alcott, to convey to said Rogers 220 acres 
more or less of said east half of said land.”* 80 and 220 made 300 
ACTOS, 


This deed bore the same date and was acknowledged as before 
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noticed and was recorded in the same book A. The Town decd was 
recorded later. These deeds simply confirmed previous sales. 

Town bought the other half. To repeat his conveyance would 
be tiresome. | simply give these dates to show that in 1842, Alcott 
had left Lee county and that at best he could not have lived more 
than six years ui Lee county. int 1 think I have got the dates 
down still closer; Mia. David Smith who came te Willow Creek 
when six years old in the vear 1837 says by letter dated Oct. 8, 1913, 
that in that vear of 1837, Aleott was Hving on his claim near Paw 
Paw. ‘That he believes Aleott and Morgan lived in the same 
house, and that Aleott’s wife was an Indian woman. ALy. Smith 
also has the nnpression that Alcott and Morgan were related. 
Further than this, Mr. Smith js pesitive that Alcott left the next 
spring of 1838. 

May. Sinth never has made a mistake in his statements of early 
Lee county Iistory, so that we may put it down that between 1836 
and 1838 Alcott was Madeline’s husband, and that in 1838 he left 
the country with Ins wife and was living with her so late as 1844, in 
Ifolt county, Missouri. 

The Leclere section was surveyed in 1843 by Wheeler ledges 
and the plat was recorded at once. Samuel J. Best and August 
Wiley are said to have purchased the LeClair or Leclere section, at 
€2,25 per acre. 

On July 4, 1836, Samuel MeDowell was married to Miss 
Dellah Harris. This was the first wedding and Shabbona, the 
Indian chief, was one of the invited gnests. After the wedding the 
men went into the grove and cut a hberty pole and carrying it back. 
fastened a flag to it and erected it, the first function of the kind 
performed in Lee county. 

The second wedding was that of George Town and Fidela Saw- 
yer, Dec. 13, 1836. Some histories claim this was the first wedding 
celebrated in Wyoming: that the other was over the line. 

A week liter, Wee. 20) a temarkahly cold day, Levi Carter was 
married to Mis. Gillette, a widow. 

Rey. Benoni Harris offielated at all of these weddings. 

Wareham er Wiram Gates, dubbed & Bogus’ Gates, frequented 
this Morgan tavern. What was ealled the box game was played 
there extensively. To quote an anthority, “Supposing bogus 
money could be hought at a liberal discount, and an applicant 
would come for it. A sample box of the ‘stuff,’ whieh was good 
money, in layers of sand, would be shown, with the remark that the 
negotiation could be arranged and the price paid, but delivery of 


504 HISTORY OF LEE COUNDY 


the base coin would only be made by being placed at the foot of a 
certain tree at 10 o’eloek at mght; but when the buyer came to the 
rendezvous in the darkness, contederates of the other party would 
ery out, ‘Here he is; now we'll fix hint!’ and discharges of firearms 
and other alarms would cause the person who came, to flee in terror, 
without getting what he bargained for.”’ 

Bogus Gates protested his innocence always, but some of the 
bad coin was found dangerously close to is house and too, two 
horse thieves, with the property in their possession, were caught at 
his premises. 

In this township there are four cemeteries. Willard Hastings 
donated the ground for the first one. The Presbyterians own 
another called Cottage Hill. The Baptists at South Paw Paw own 
another, and near the old Lester Llarding place is another. It is a 
sad commentary to notice the disaster time bas wrought with many 
of the markers over the graves, although latterly, efforts lave 
beon made to repair them. 

The first schoolhouse built of poles, in 1836, on what later 
became the Meade fanin, not more than 12x12, was taught by Ennily 
Giles from Fox river. She received $1 per week and boarded 
round. ‘Tuition was paid for by subscription. Mas. Andrew 
Breese also taught there. This schoolhouse was located on the 
north side of the read. The first school, however, was held in a 
log house on the north side of the Dixon road. One of the teachers 
was a traveling Lrishman who had been highly edueated. He hada 
remarkable memory and could quote the poets ad hbitum. But the 
poor fellow drank heavily like so many of the first itinerant school- 
masters. 

Vacated cabins and private houses were used at one time and 
another, too, in which to hold schools. Among the early teachers 
were Robert Walker, Adams, Willard Hastings, Deacon Board- 
man, Walter lvde, Basswood, Marv Harding, Mvs. Amasa Har- 
vington, Elisha A. Stanton, and Mis. Andrew Breese, before her 
marriage. Walker who came here with Mav and Breese in 1841, 
taneht in the Comstock blacksmith shop untilabout the vear 1846, 

The first frame school building was built as early as 1846 near 
the location of the creamery subsequently, in Paw Paw. About 
1848 the country was divided inte districts and about 1860, district 
No. 1 was graded. 

Benoni Harris preached at different times as early as the winter 
of 1834-35, in his son's eabin.  §11839 the venerable Father Morris 
preached around in some of the different cabins. About the same 
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time, the circuit preachers came along; among the first were Peter 
Cartwright, Elders White, Lumery, Alouzo Carter, and Batchel- 
der, all Methodists; and Elders Carpenter, Charles Harding, and 
Norman Wazriner, who were Baptists. The appearance of the 
average cireuit rider was about once in three months. 

The first postmaster was William Rogers. The mail was 
earried along this route as early as 1834, but in 1837 a star route 
was established. Before an office was opeued here, Somouauk, 
fifteen miles to the east, was the common posteftice tor the settlers. 
Isaae Robinson was postmaster along about 1338 or 1839. Ln 1841, 
Willard Hastings was postmaster. Ile kept a store and tavern and 
earried the mail from Paw Paw to Princeton via the Four Mile 
grove. By reason of the junction of the roads at Paw Paw, the 
place enjoyed a considerable boom for many years. J.D. Rogers 
was another mail carrier. Among some of the other early post- 
masters were Hiram Wood, William 1. Robinson, James Simons 
and John Colvul. 

The first hedge raised in Lee county was grown in Wyoning 
township on the west line of section 21 and was grown by Lra Baker. 

Wyoming was organized in 1850, like so many other townships, 
under the name of Paw Paw. The first town meeting to elect 
officers was held at schoolhouse number 5, at whieh 113 votes were 
east. David A. Town was selected supervisor and John Colvill was 
elected town clerk. As already stated the name soon was changed 
to Wyoming. 

George Town's house was built of hewn logs and was the second 
one to be built on the town site of Paw Paw, in 1857. Edward 
Buttertield’s, built 1 1855, was the first. 

dn 1841 the little grocery burned down and for a considerable 
period thereafter there was no store in Paw Paw. Peddlers during 
this period did a thriving business. So late as the spring of 18-47, 
the place contained but half a dozen families and its business 
interests all were comprised in the snuthy and a shingle mull. But 
beginning with this year the settlers came in rapidly aud the plaee 
showed rapid hnprovement. The peddlers began to look elsewhere, 
although the peddler performed a useful mission in those days. 
One of them, Williams H. Field, traveled that territory from 18-43. 
Among the first business men to locate in Paw Paw were John 
Calvill aid Jacob Roeers, “Praine,” who ran the shingle mull. 
Dr. J. C. Heath, fron: Somonauk, was the first physician to locate 


there, sometime between 1846 and 1849.) In the last named year, 
Vol. I—22 
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he was in the drug business. Subsequently he erceted two buildings 
in the village. 

Field and Robinson put up a building and began merehandising 
in the fall of 1848. Ina year or so they dissolved and Field erected 
a building of lis own and went into business. 

As early as 1841, Charles Pelcher burned brick at the east end of 
the grove and Mr. Hastings was the first to bnild a brick house 
from the produet. 

Charles Pelecher evected four brick houses along about the vears 
1847-49. 

Mechanies moved in. Here as in all other places, the blaek- 
smith was the prosperous man. Among the earles were the 
Walton brothers. Sylvester Smith was a shoemaker and Eri But- 
ler was an early wagon maker. In 1849 Isaae Morris began his 
eareer as Shoemaker. Jolin Allen was an early carpenter. Alonzo 
Osborn and James Symonds built places and did a flonrishing 
business in the manufacture of wagons and plows. As manv as five 
fires were kept burning all the time. William Cole, Thomas 
Webster, Bunker, Leonard Bell and Major Morse all worked over 
the anvil there in carly times. But L. H. Flagg was the most dis- 
tinguished. TLis voiee was a deep hass, verv sweet and he was a 
famous singer. For almost a lifetime he continued as justice of the 
peace in Paw Paw and between him and John Colvill all the legal 
papers of the countryside were made by them. After 1850 John 
Colvill was an active merchant. Te built several buildings. 

Andrew Isreese opened a dry-eoods store there my 1ea2.) 1) 
eonrse there were many others coming and going, but those already 
named were the first ones and about the only ones history has to do 
with. 

Paw Paw always has enjoved first-class newspapers. Novy. 23, 
177, R. I. Rugeles issued the first number of the Ierald. In 
January. 1878, Ezra G. Cass and J. B. Gardner, took 14 over, but 
on February 22, W. M. Geddes took charge of it, and on March 21, 
1878, Messrs. Cass and Gardner issued the first mumber of the 
Lee County Tines. At about the same time these gentlemen 
started the Lee Monitor and the Compton Record, Tn August 
Gardner dropped out of the partnerslnp and Mr. Cass eontinned. 
Tn April, 1880, he started the Harlintle Leader, 

Ezra Cass was a remarkable man in many ways. When he 
started the papers in Paw Paw he was but nineteen vears old. Not 
very long after lis Earlville venture he died of consumption. Many 
have said he worked limself to death to win suecess, 
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The Baptist Church was organized at the house of Deacon 
Orlando Boardman, at South Paw Paw, in February, 1841. There 
were present at the meeting, Elder Burton Carpeiter, from Dixon; 
Elder Thomas Powell from Vermilion, and Eider Hadley from 
LaMoille. ider Carpenter preached the organization sermon and 
Elder Powell preached the second sermon. Thirteen members 
composed that first orgamzation meeting. Elder Carpenter 
preached about two months and he was suceeeded by Elder Charles 
Harding, who was the first regularly installed preacher. Te 
resided at Indian Creek and supplied the pulpits at Paw Paw, 
Ottawa, Davionudian Creck ain Paw Paw. Rey ivoritan War 
riner was the second minister, and he continned for twenty years. 
Tn South Paw Paw, a house of worship was erected during the pas- 
torate of Mir. Warriner, 24x86. Deacon Orlando Boardman cvon- 
tributed most of the cost. Towards the close of MLr. Warriner’s 
pastorate another chureh building, 36x60 was built mm 164 and in 
1873 it was moved to Paw Paw and remodeled. 

About 1870 the Presbyterian worshipers began holding meet- 
ings in the schoolhouse and Rev. Alexander 8S. Peck preached for 
them regularly every two weeks. In May, 1875, the society was 
duly organized and in 1875 their new church at a cost of $1,900 was 
built. 

Tn 1869 the Methodists met at the schoolhouse where lider 
Lazenby preached. Un the vear 1875 under the work of Reverend 
Pomeroy, their church was built. In 1857 the Cottage TM] or 
Wvoming Presbyterian Society was organized. h1 1858 a building, 
20x40 was built. Ty 1863 to care for the increased numbers, this 
building was sold and a larger chureh buidimeg 36x60 with a steeple 
eighty feet high, was built at a cost of $2,000, 

The first Sunday school at the grove was instituted by the Rev. 
Benoni Harris in the little Mead schoolhouse; the second one at 
the Robert Walker schoolhouse and the third in the frame sehool- 
house near the big spring. The first Sunday school prenmie was 
held about the time of the organization of this last one and was 
attended with much pomp. James Goble was marshal of the day, 
and Elder O. W. Brvant orator. 

The settlers of Wyoming were very much like the settlers of 
the other settlements and many are the varns which have been spun 
about them. To repeat them all would take several volumes. 

Jacob D, Rogers came from Pennsylvania and settled at Paw 
Paw in 18387, He was a powerfnl man. On one of his trips to 
Chicago, the merchant of whom he had bought a barrel of salt 
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excused himself from assisting to lift it into the wagon. To show 
his disgust, Rogers lifted the barrel up and tossed it into the wagon. - 
Ile was a member of the vigilance committee and no member of the 
banditti ever attempted to beeome familiar with him or his prop- 
Cy: 

At another time he desired his hired men to throw five three- 
bushel sacks of oats into the wagon. They suggested that the 
wagon might be driven to the barn for the purpose. Mr. Rogers 
threw one sack on one shoulder; another sack on the other shoul- 
der and then had the men add a sack more to eaeh shoulder, and 
then the fifth was put up as a rider, making a dead weight of 480 
pounds. To emphasize his disgust, he remarked, “If either one 
of you men is too lazy to walk aeross the road, I will earry him on 
top, if the other has ambition enough to put him there.”’ 

He was a free talker and if he ever had any troubles, they arose 
from the propensity to criticise whenever it was needed. 

He maintained an underground station for the eseape of slaves. 
In those days most of the school teachers were drnnken fellows. 
Mr. Rogers disliked them so cordially that he built a log sehool- 
house, hired a teacher and joined with others to till it. 

During this early peried the Indians were very friendly. Wau- 
bansie, a noted chict, and a great friend to Shabbona, was located 
at the grove when the settlers hegan to arrive. Ife was not so 
susceptible to civilizing intliences as Shabbona, neither was he so 
intelligent. At one time, earlier, he was regarded as a bloodthirsty 
enemy of the whites and during the Indian Creek massaere of 1832, 
he undoubtedly knew all about the plan and urged its enaetment. 
But with the conclusion of the war, he was what might be ealled a 
good Indian. 

At one tnne when those Indians had been started on their migra- 
tion to their new reservation, 1,000 of them eamped around the 
big spring. They were quict and made no effort to disturb the set- 
tlers. So soon as they had been paid off they restaned thei Jour- 
ney westward. 

1 have had oceasion to mention the trequeney of the taverns 
along the highways, great and small. Being the great artery 
connecting the two principal towns in Northern Illinois, the Chi- 
cago road was dotted along with taverns and it seems at this 
time as though the Paw Paws had move than their share. 

Over in Hast Paw Paw a traveler stopped at the Jacob Wirick 
tavern. When the woman made the beds next morning, she found 
there a saek or portmanteau of money. It was not disturbed and 


HISTOR OF LEE COUR Dy 509 


when the guest lett, of course he took lus money with him. He had 
been shot as I have been told and a woman eame and tended him. 
Later she left, and then the man. In fact my niother, conversant 
with the facts, has said so. Subsequent to this the guest was 
arrested for horse steading. Tle sent for his wife and told her he 
had buried the money near a fenee and marked the spot with a 
notched stick. She tried very hard to locate the money but failed. 
Of course the affair got noised about and many a search was insti- 
tuted. 

By an aceident, almost ineredible, Harris Breese noticed a 
notched stick near a fence one day, and he broke it off and started 
for the village. Alceting Robert Hampton, lic told the latter of his 
find and asked him to join in digging. Incredulously they began, 
but seon they dug up the sack which contained in Spanish donb- 
loons, the equivalent of $900. This was divided equally and it 
became the foundation of My. Hampton’s ample fortune. 

Caroline, daughter of Ma. and Mis. Russell Town, was the 
first child born at the grove, April 21, 1836. 

The dates of early Wyoming settlements have been put down in 
other books so many times that it would seem uninteresting to 
repeat them here. But so Jong as the books are not accessible, I 
must set them down without allusion to subsequent careers. 

Levi Kelsey, Joel Griggs, David A. Town, Tracy Reeve. the — 
visitor, Oliver P. Johnson, D. A. Town’s family (Mrs. Town was 
Annt Roxy), Rev. Benoni Harris and wife, and eight ehildyven, 
six of whom were married, Edward Butterficld, John Ploss and 
John Wileox, the last three of whom were sons-in-law; these all 
came in 1834. 

Butterfield was another Black Hawk war veteran, who, 
attracted here by the beauty of the country, was instrnmental in 
bringing out the colony. 

Isaac or Asahe] Balding, Russell Town and tive children, Hosea, 
Harriet, David, Zerah and Elizabeth; a Ma. Alger, whose grave is 
said to have been the first made in the grove, all came in 1835. 

Job Aleott came in 1886. It is the general impression that 
he married Madeline Ogee hefore settling there; when or where 
nobody ean tell. IT have written every county elerk in the north 
half of I]hnois, but no marriage license was issued from any of the 
counties. Charles Morgan came in 1836; so did William Rogers, 
the first postmaster. He was the man who had charge of the 
removal of the Tndians in 1837 to Connell Bluffs, and it is more 
than likely that 1836 or 1837 is the date he bought his half of the 
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Ogee section. He could not have bought it before because he came 
here in the year 1836. Subsequently be became an officer in the 
Mexican war and still later sheriff of the county in which Sacra- 
mento, California, is situated. 

Henry and Medad Comstock came in 1836; they were brothers 
and blacksmiths. Both were drowned in 1839 while hunting ducks 
in Jowa. Samuel MeDowell, 1836; his marriage with Dehlah Har- 
ris, July 4, 1836, was the first wedding in the grove; Levi Carter 
came in 1836 and his marriage with Mrs. Gillette was the third. 

Jacob D. Rogers came in 18387 from Pennsylvania. James 
Goble, later came in 1837; William Jenkins and family, 1837; 
John Sims, 1837, opened a tavern west of David A. Town's. 

Jn 1838 came Rev. Caleb Morris and family, ineluding his 
daughter, Mrs. Nanev Robinson, a widow, and her seven children, 
six sons and one daugliter. These located south of the grove. Mr. 
Mead, too, caine this vear, purchased a claim south of the road of 
Benjamin Harris, and built on it. Ma. Dunbar, who died soon 
after, settled at Four Mile Grove in 1838, just over in LaSalle 
county. 

Deacon Orlando Boardman caine in 1840, from Pennsylvania 
and settled on a claim bonght from ber St. John. It is said of 
Charles Morgan that he told Deaeon Boardinan, ‘‘whether I am an 
abolitionist or not, my best mares are.”’ 

Deacon Hallock also eame in 1840, and he is authority for the 
statement that then eighteen familics encireled Paw Paw Grove, 
thirteen of whom were in Wyoming township, besides one White 
and Freneh Pete, whe was Pierre (Peter) Leclere vr LeClair. I 
must be pardoned in my orthography of this word; it appears i 
every coneeivable form. 

Bailey Breese came the same season and bought a claim from 
Wilham Rogers, whieh meluded a good portion of the land on 
whieh Hast Paw Paw is situated. This 4h. Breese was a man 
highlv educated; publie spirited, and commanded great influence 
in the community. 

Peter May came in 1841, May 5th, and bonght from George 
Town nearly all the land on whieh the town or village of Paw Paw 
now stands. About the vear 1851 he disappeared mysteriously and 
beyond any question he was murdered. Tn 1879, when removing 
an old fenee which surrounded his premises, the bones of a human 
being were found buried beneath it. Undoubtedly they were 
Peter’s bones. The supposition was that in a drinken brawl he 
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was killed. He was a blacksmith and built a smithy in 1842 on the 
south side of the road. 

O. W. Bryant came in 1842 and settled at Four Mile Grove, 
past which the old Princeton road ran. In 1843, Rey. Norman 
Wanrriner came here. 

Amasa Harrington came in 1844, with his two sons, A. J. and 
H. H. In 1846 he bought the May property. 


TRAGEDIES 


With all the appearances and disappearanecs of horse thieves, 
in the early day, Wyoming was free from tragedies. Thev came 
later. 

in 1863, a peculiar tragedy was enacted. The city marshal of 
Mendota, accompanied by Daniel Mizenbaugh, William Mizen- 
bangh and another man called up John Britton, during the night 
with the request for his assistance in overhauling a couple of horse 
thieves, named Horton and Raymond, who then were driving 
towards Paw Paw. Biitton and his two sons, John and Wilhaim, 
joined im the pursuit. Near the then TLosea Town place the theves 
were overhauled and the marshal, Mizenbaugh and the older Brit- 
ton faced the fleecing thieves and demanded a surrender. TLorton’s 
reply was a fusillade of shots at Britton, one ball passing through 
his hat. At the Four Comers, the robbers’ route was lost. The 
Paw Paw road was selected and at the bridge near the ereamery 
the team was overtaken; it had rm astride a sapling. Horton 
had been hit and was dving. Tis companion eseaped. Immediately 
Britton and his son, William, surrendered themselves to Squire 
Colvill at Paw Paw who discharged them. 

The horses later, were claimed by a woman from Wisconsin, 
ealling herself Hames. Mar. Britton, the senior, at the next term of 
eourt asked the grand jury to indict him for the act, but that body 
declined. WiInle at the home of a friend, he was taken il] and died. 

The Conant ease was one of the most exciting criminal cases of 
the day, 1866. In the fall. a furions vengh and tumble fight 
occurred between William A. Conant, his father, Ehhu C. Conant, 
and William Barber, his wife, and Christopher Srygley and Rod- 
erick Kavanaugh. Asa matter of fact about all the older Conant 
did was to look on and do a little bossing while poor William, his 
son, single-handed, fought the field, and when nearly overpowered 
and exhausted, he shot Barber, who died nine days later. It was a 
fearful fight and regarding the trial from this distance it was noth- 
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ing short of disgraceful] to find him guilty and sentence him to 
eight vears’ imprisonment and the father to six years. ‘True, 
pardons came, one to Wilham in two vears and nine months and 
one to the father in four years and four months. But pray, what 
compensation is a pardon after a ian has been ruined ? 

The story is a Jong one; condensed it was thus: Hk. C. Conant 
bongnt a farm the previous spring and sold the south half to Wil- 
hiam, and rented hin the other on which were loeated the buildings. 
Later, notwithstanding the transactions, the old man, against the 
protestations of the son, rented the premises to a widow named 
IXavanaugh. At the son’s legitimate objections, the old man flew 
into a rage. Like a decent sert of a son, he contined his protesta- 
tions to Mrs. Kavanaugh. Barber asked to rent the eighty on 
which the buildings were located. Conant Sx., promised to lease 
it to hin if he did not dispose of it. Meanwhile Barber and his 
wife went to board with Mrs. Navanaugh. 

Old man Conant went to O. W. Bryant, a justice, to make the 
lease to Barber agreeably with his promise, but Barber did not 
appear and so the deal with the son was consummated. 

Withont right Barber began fall plowing; he was looking for 
trouble. William ordered tin off, and he in turn put two teams to 
work and Barber ordered them off. On Nov. 13th, the deeds and 
papers between the Conants were executed formally at Paw Paw. 
On the 14th old man Conant served on the widow a notice to vacate. 
Barber and wife were absent. On the 19th Mis. Barber was pres- 
ent, and when Conant, Jr., appeared to serve the notice on Barber, 
she hnrled a volley of billingsgate at the voung man. 

While awaiting the appearance of his father the son began 
picking up odds and ends and ping them up. Mars. Barber then 
eae at him, ordered lin off, tried to push him off and then tried 
to remove the pitchfork from his hands. Failing, she started 
to the woods for her husband. 

Knowime him to be reckless, Conant crossed to lis house, got a 
revolver and resolved to stand lus ground. To see that it was 
ready, he fired one chamber. The two hived men, Gordon Sanford 
and Frank Adams, were called from their teams to hear the con- 
versation as witnesses. 

Presently Mrs. Barber and Sryglev eame without Barber and 
the hired men were sent baek to work. Then old Conant arrived, 
hut the son, desiring to remove him from a scene of possible excite- 
ment, sent him to han) away the stuff he had piled ip. 


HISTOR OF LEE. COUNTY as 


Presently Barber and Roderick Kavanaugh, the widow's son, 
appeared, running their horses. Barber attempted to ride over 
William. William grabbed the bridle and prevented it, at the same 
time, displaving his pistol. 

Conant, Sr., Mas. Barber and Srygley all appeared, the woman 
with a club with which she struck the elder Conant a blow, at the 
same time saving she would kill him. 

When the old man demanded that she be taken away, as he 
did not want to fight a woman, Sryvgley drew her away and Barber 
sent her into the house. Old Conant, talking excitedly, approached. 
Barbey turned on him, pressed him agaist a wagon wheel and was 
about to strike when the son drew and threatened to shoot. Barber 
paused. In the words following, Mrs. Barber stole up behind and 
struck William's pistol hand, at the same instant Barber sprang 
on Ins back. IWavanangh joined him and the next instant Srvegley 
Jumped onto Wilham’s head and shoulders. A thousand things 
happened in an instant. In the midst of it, with three men murder- 
ously pounding him, Wilhaim’s pistol went off aud Barber was 
shot. Besides imprisonment, the widow got a judgnient for $5,000. 
A change of venue was taken to Whiteside county. 

On March 12, 1879, William E. Rosette, over at East Paw Paw, 
insanely jealous, made a murderous assault on his wife with a 
potato fork. When the poor woman fell, the husband fled and 
drowned himself. 

CIVIL WAR 


Wyoming township was generous with its sons diving the Civil 
war. Company Wk, Seventy-tifth [Hinvis Volunteers, was reernited 
almost exclusively from Wyoming, largely through the instru- 
mentality of Col. George Rvon and Janes H. Thompson. In the 
list of Lee county soldiers, Company IX will be found in full. 


STORMS AND FLOODS 


On Aug. 19, 1851, rain began to fall and continued without 
cessation for three days and nights. he frenzied clouds ablaze 
with lightning led the superstitious to fear that the day of judg- 
ment had come. Nobody left lus house. Provisions ran out. John 
Britton’s invitation to ‘‘help yourself to my potato patch,’’ was 
accepted later. Crops were destroyed. Stocks were a total loss. 
Creeks were swollen inordinately and became roaring torrents. 
Fields were submerged for miles and great suffering followed. 
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CYCLONE OF 1890 


(From Lee County Times, Paw Paw, Friday, June 27, 1890, kind- 
ness of Ed. F. Guffin, editor.) 


This storm eut a swath through Lee county, Friday, June 20th. 

“The first aceount of this frightful visitation is from a point 
twelve to fifteen miles, a little south of west from the village of 
Sublette, at what is known as the Blaekbian Herd, where a num- 
ber of cattle were killed; from there it took an easterly diree- 
tion, a ttle north na zig-zag coirse, from twenty to forty rods 
wide, mowing everything before it. 

“Among the buildings destroved are those of Wilham Shaw, 
Daniel Haley, Wilhan Reeves, William R. Long and John R. 
Hateh, leading farmers in that section west of the Hlinois Central 
track. No fatalities reported from that section. 

“The tempest erossed the Hlinois Central at Sublette, tearing 
down and destroying eight or ten buildings on the outskirts of 
that village. One old lady, Mis. Bittner, was killed and fifteen 
to twenty people were more or less injured. 

‘From here the course prsned was a little north of east. 
Some buildings four miles south of West Brooklyn were crushed 
ito kindling wood. Frank Selinitz lost everything in the wav 
of Inildings: his fanily took refuge in the cellar; but three of the 
eluldren were blown out of the cellar and tossed about in the whirl; 
they were considerably injimed, but will recover, The buildings 
on Valentine Bieser’s place near Sehmitz were also totally 
destroved. The family went into the cellar and escaped unharmed. 

“Tn Brooklyn township about four miles south of Compton, 
John Faulk and Daniel Milley lost eaeh a barn. Leonard Blass’ 
house and barn were both destroved; Fred Baelinan’s orchard 
was completely demolished, but his house escaped with a few 
shingles torn off. The course of the storm from Fanlk’s to Baech- 
man’s Was northeast, but it then went due east nearly two miles 
following the road. Jobn Palitscehe’s farm was the first reached; 
here the foree seemed conecntrated, and utter destrnetion fol- 
lowed; the large house and barn are gone, with only here and 
there a splinter to tell the tale. Mi. Palitseche saw the approach- 
ing wrath and with his family went into the cellar. Ie says the 
house raised up, moved north and was lost to sight; he did not 
see it go to pieees: for the moment, there was so mmeh debris 
fiving that he did not dare move from the wall. None of the fam- 
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ily were injured. Kast of the Palitsche house on the same road 
stood a schoolhouse; all that remains of its wreek are a half 
dozen flooring boards; school had been dismissed a few minutes 
and the building was empty; on the same road, east of the sehool- 
house, stood the buildings of George Palitsche; they were as 
completely destroyed and seattered as were his brother John’s 
buildings; but here the inmates of the house did not escape. Miss 
Riee, the teacher of the school, with several pupils, were near 
this honse when the storm overtook them and entered for shel- 
ter; in a moment thev were scattered in every direction, and 
evervone more or less mjured, some sericusly—one, a child of 
Mr. Palitsehe, died that might, and Mrs. Palitsche is thonght to 
be fatally injured; one of Peter Eich’s children had Ins jaw 
broken, and was otherwise badly bruised and cut; it is feared that 
he will die. Miss Rice was not seriously injured, and went to 
work at onee to find and assist the wonnded children. A rider 
went swiftly to Compton for aid and it was not long till a mmumber 
of citizens were present, caring for the Inet. They were all taken 
to the house of PInlip Sehlessinger, and a count showed fom- 
teen badly wounded. Doctor Chandler was with the Compton peo- 
ple. and put in the night with the injured. Ma. Palitsche was in 
Compton during the storm and was notified by the messenger that 
went there for help. East of Palitsche’s, on the sonth side of the 
road, Lonis Knauer’s house, occupied by TTenry Arndt, was 
destroyed; no serious injury to any of the family—further east 
Henry Englehart’s barn and orchard were demolished; next G. 
W. Keen, cast of Englehart’s was visited; bis orchard was torn up, 
but his buildings escaped with but little damage. 

“The evelone now moved in a northeasterly direetion, and 
reached the premises of James Blee. Mr. Blee and Tenry Potter 
saw the funnel coming; Blee started for the house, and Potter 
dropped to the ground by the side of a large double corm erib. 
Blee with his family took refuge in the cellar; the large house 
was removed and smashed into kindling. Mas. Blee received 
injuries which are quite serious; his mother who was visiting him. 
was unhurt. Potter escaped injury; the corn erih was not blown 
away; his team, hitehed to a wagon, was in the driveway of the 
erib, but became frightened, got ont and started to run away: they 
heeame entangled in a wire fenee whieh held them, and Potter 
found the vig in this condition after the storm. The next home 
invaded was that of Newton Woods, about two and one-quarter 
miles northeast. Here the lonse was torn to pieces and swept 
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away, with the exception of one room, a sitting room, vecupied by 
the family; the covering of the room was removed, and nothing 
but the sides remained ; the family escaped without injury. About 
thirty rods north of Woods stood what was known as the Field's 
schoolhouse; this seems to have stood directly in the path of the 
howling demon of destruction and here occurred the most distress- 
ing and appalling calamity, and one that for dire havoe and 
destruction of life is unparalleled in the history of death-dealing 
storms. 

“Miss Maggie Mcbride, of this place, was teaching here; 
school had been dismissed—it was about 4:30 P. M. As it was 
raining but few of the pupils had left the house. Some parents 
had sent for their children, and one or two had started out in the 
storm; seven remained with the teacher, awaiting an abatement 
of the rain; they must have heard the hissing and howling of the 
tempest as it approached. Undoubtedly they saw the whirling, 
snorting, snaking demon as it bounded over the fields towards 
them, and huddled about their devoted teacher who attempted to 
quiet their fears—but one moment of this awful suspense, and 
eight souls were hurled into eternity. Anxious, agonizing parents, 
who lived near the line of the storm and in sight of the school- 
house, whose hearts yearned for the safety of their little ones, 
hurried towards the scene the moment the tornado had passed; 
but alas! the schoolhouse was not to be seen, and their dear ones 
answered not to their distracted eries. 

“The grim destrover did not pause a moment to witness the 
devastation wrought, but hurried on across the fields; the road 
running south from: Paw Paw was crossed just south of Frank 
MeBride’s, whose barn, east of his house, was shattered; the east 
and west road to South Paw Paw was erossed between Jack 
Reams’ and the bridge over the railroad. The Reams louse 
seems to have been on the extreme western edge of the storm's 
track; an addition on the east side of the house was wrecked, and 
the main building moved six to eight fect south; further east stood 
the George Kelly house, occupied by B. T. Searev’s family; this 
was smmashed, the family escaping injury save Mr. Searev’s 
nother, who had a fractured limb and two broken ribs. 

‘The evyating terror next entered the grove; its path here 
was from twenty to forty reds wide, in which trees were twisted 
off. pulled up and strewn about. Seventy to eighty rods from the 
J.R.& N. railroad, and about forty reds in the grove, stood the 
house of Peter Reams; it was no barrier to the progress of the 


HISTORY “OF LEE COUNTY 517 


storm, and was left a shapeless wreck. The storm passed on 
through the grove about one mile and a half, when it apparently 
became exhausted near James Larper’s place, after tearing down 
his orchard. Ma. Reais and his wife were in their house; she 
in the second story. As he observed the storms approach, he 
called to his wife to come down stairs at once, as a terrible storm 
was upon them; she hastened to get down, but cannot remember 
that she had taken more than a step or two down when she fonnd 
herself on the lower floor, amidst the rnins of the house. News 
of the frightful disaster reached Paw Paw in a few minutes, 
and numbers of citizens hastened to the scene. Mars. Peter Reams 
was fonnd uninjured, groping in a dazed manner abort the pile 
of wreckage; it was thought that her lusband was buried in the 
debris. This was explored enough to ascertain that be was not 
there. A seareh was then made in the grove, where he was found 
about ten reds northeast of the house ling face down, under the 
boughs of a fallen tree, dead. It is thought that he was not killed 
by the branches that were over him as they were too small. A 
eat was found wider lis head. 

“The Searey's were looked after by others, and the greater nuin- 
ber went directly to the site of the sehoolhouse, ‘Che scene here 
was horrible bevond deseription and the excitement intense; par- 
ents whose children were in the fatal schoolhouse were frantic 
with grief. The little brook near the schoolhouse was swollen 
by the heavy rain into a creek, and the water was two to four feet 
in depth. Men plunged into the stream and searched for the vie- 
tims. One by one, their mutilated forms were discovered, until 
all were found. The spectacle was shocking in the extreme. "Phe 
bodies were nearly nude. What clothing remained on then: was 
torn into shreds. A nunber of them were found in the water. 
They were cut and bruised and broken in ahnost every coneeiy- 
able mannev. The names of the dead are as follows: Miss Mag- 
gic MeBride, teacher, Edna Hunt. Jennie Radley, Minnie Berry, 
Ada Rudolph, Lena Preutice, Robbie Oderkirk, Carry White, J. 
children of Willian Hint, Arvin Radley, [saac J. Berry, Jacob 
Rudolph. Asahel Prentice, Seaman Oderkirk and Carry J. White. 
The dead were removed to their homes as fast as found and pre- 
pared for burial. Five were buried Saturday, and four, including 
Peter Reams. Sunday. The schoolhouse stood two niles south 
of this place and the Reams and Seavey places about one mile 
southeast. The excitement in this neighborhood was intense: all 
business was suspended Saturday, and nothing was talked of but 


518 HISTORY OFsLER COURT y 


the storm. Owimg to the exaggerated reports in the Saturday 
morning Chicago papers, people came from miles around to view 
the scene. All day Saturday, Sunday and Monday the track of 
the cyclone was thronged with visitors from the surrounding coun- 
try. An excursion train came from Rochelle, Sunday. 

“Tt is impossible to give all the details. Eve witnesses differ 
mn theirv evidence. No two agree in their accounts, and vet all 
may be trnthful. A liberal allowance must be made for the excite- 
ment of the moment, and then it must be remembered that a 
eyelone cloud with its swift forward movement and rapid rotary 
motion, charged with trecs, boards, timbers, and all manner of 
debris, churning, grinding and revelving in one gigantic swirl, 
does not present the same spectacle two consecutive moments. 
Again, eye witnesses from the north and south and in front, or 
at different places along the line, cannot dispute sneh others’ 
evidence, for it is Impossible for any two of them to see any por- 
tion of the flying mixture in the same position. 

“There ave a thousand and one stories in circulation, most of 
them more or less exaggerated, but all, no doubt, containing more 
or less truth. The veport that the seloolhouse was seen imtact 
three hundred, two hundred or one hundred feet in the air, rolling 
and tuinbling about, is probably a mistake. There is no doubt 
that as a rule, buildings in the center of sueh a storm are raised 
from the foundation and moved off. This view is supported hy 
the fact that in almost every instanee where people have taken 
refuge im cellars, they have eseaped death and injury. Tt is also 
supported by the declaration of persons who were im cellars, to 
avoid the storm. Their evidence is, that the building raised up 
and moved off, thongh none of them saw any building break in 
pieces. Wile this no donbt is true, it seems impossible that any 
Innlding could retain its form ten seconds in a storm of such power 
as this one was. The appearance about the schoolhouse grounds, 
the location of different portions of the wreck, and the positions 
of the victims, all indicate that the house was erushed near the 
ground, not far from the foundation. 

“The report that the persons in George Palitsche’s house were 
hlown 140 rods into a pond, is untrue. Most of the victims were 
found in the vieinity of the pond, but the distance from the 
location of the house does not exeeed ten rods. The trail of the 
storm presents many curious features. Trees were pulled up by 
the roots: some are twisted in two, leaving the stunips in the 
ground, Others have the bark pulled off. Osage hedges are torn 
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up. Chickens and other fowl! are found entirely denuded of their 
feathers. Dead eats, rats, dogs, hogs, horses and eattle, in various 
places. Articles of clothing, sheets and other things seen hang- 
ing in trees; boards, stieks, splinters and timber, sticking into the 
ground, hurled from the passing evclone. Where buildings were 
destroyed everything was lost. Furniture was broken up; hardly 
a whole piece of furniture could be found anywhere. 

‘‘The trail varies from ten to forty rods in width—probably 
averages twenty rods. Preeeding the tornado was an electrie 
storm, with considerable vainfall. bnmediately following was 
a tremendous downpour. On either side of the track a heavy rain 
with thunder and hghtning, prevailed. The rain and mist were 
so thek that it was impossible to detect the savage character of 
the storm, one nile away. Some persons that distance off, and some 
a greater distance, heard what appeared like a nvffled roar, 

“William MeMahan, whose honse stands within sixty rods of 
the northwest line of destrnetion watched its approach aud pas- 
sage. It was of the funnel shape, whirling and bonnding along 
with a hissing or buzzing sound, swooping the earth and bounding 
from it alternately. He saw no manifestations of electricity in 
the rolling, boiling, steaming cloud. The portion nearest the 
earth was very dark; the upper portion lighter. He could see 
sticks and other articles on the onter side, flving abont and drop- 
ping to the ground. 

“Mr. James Blee, whose honse was destroved, saw the storm 
at some distance, but could not make ont its character. THe was 
satisfied that it was dangerous, and sent his family to the cellar. 
THe remained in the cellar door which faced the eoming demon, 
and anxiously watehed its appreach. So full of rain and fog was 
the atmosphere, not till within ten rods of him eould he distin- 
gnish its outlines and true character. At that distanee it envel- 
oped some trees and apparently broke open, giving him a view 
of the inside. While the outside had the appearanee of steam 
and smoke eseaping frem the engine, the opening showed great 
electrie disturbance, which was indicated by a constant emission of 
sparks and flashes. Henry Potter, who remained outside near 
the corn crib, corroborates My. Blee’s statement. There was a 
strong sulphurons odor during and some time after the erclone. 
It is a emious feature, that nowhere along the track is the grass 
or grain removed, nor do they at any place have the appearance 
of having been burned or seorehed, Another strange feature is 
the fact that on neither side of the storm was there pereeptible any 


520 HISTORY OF LEE COUNTY 


ercater agitation of the atmosphere than in ordinary thunder 
storms. 

“Tt will be many a long year before the scenes of death and 
destruction in the wake of this terrifying phenomenon will be 
effaced from the memory of those who suffered from its fright- 
ful devastation, or those who assisted in the work of recovering 
the dead. But two sentiments seem to prevail in the community: 
mourning for the dead, and sympathy for the hving. James Blec 
probably took a closer view of the cyclone than any other person 
on the line. He thinks there was a spaee four to four and one- 
half feet in diameter in the center of the funnel, a vacuum, around 
which the cloud revolved. In and across this pipe as it were, 
occurred the electric display. After the cloud had passed, he 
followed its path to ascertain if what appeared to be a fact was 
really true. We could trace in the center of the damage the dis- 
tinct mark of the suction pipe, where a hedge was crossed, and 
in many places on the gromnd. Tn some places the ground was 
tor up and in others the grass and grain were nipped off close 
to the center where the most energy was displayed, showed a width 
as above stated. He noticed, or thought he did, while the cloud 
Was approaching, that everything in this center was going up, 
while around it everything was revolving. From this apparent 
condition, he conelnded that the vacuum as above described acted 
as asttetion pipe, and was the point of greatest energy and destruc- 
tion. Ilis examination of the ground afterward scemed to verify 
this theory.”’ 


TORNADO OF 1898 
(From Lee County Times, of Paw Paw, May 20th) 


About 6 o’clock Wednesday evening, when a heavy shower had 
passed to the northward, and the western horizon was free from 
low clouds, a tornado was seen approaching from the west. The 
view was unobstructed, and the aetion of the tornado could be 
seen in all its peculiar gyrations. 

The onlookers saw a heavy, nimbus cloud hovering along the 
course, torn by turmoi] and traveling like a swift bird of prey. 
When first sighted by our cxeited citizens, the tornado was a little 
south of west, and for several minutes seemed to he making but 
slow progress, though it was afterwards learned that its move- 
ments were very swift. Being sighted at such a distanee, and com- 
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ing almost directly eastward, made the appearance of slowness de- 
ceptive. The tornado seemed to be transported by the heavy cloud 
mentioned. The action of the twisting tornado was very peculiar. 
At one time nothing would be seen but the territie disturbance in 
the cloud, and immediately the tornado would drop with screwlike 
motion and sweep the earth for various distances, stirring up the 
earth in clouds of dust. The lowering and raising of the tornado 
looked hike the tentacle of an oetopus, reaching vut for something 
to destroy. It would dart from the clouds towards the earth with 
lightning rapidity, sometimes reaching only part way down and at 
others making the whole distance. At the time these observations 
were made, not much damage was being done, as the tornado was 
not touching where buildings were located. Near West Brooklyn 
the direction was changed to a northeasterly course, and then it 
became apparent that the forward motion was very swift, and it 
went on with greater speed than an express train. When it had 
passed to a vicinity about northwest of town, the best observation 
was noted. Here the heavy, dark, menacing cloud spiraled to the 
earth and assumed the form of a evlindrical tube and showed 
plainly by the appearance of dust and disturbance in its wake that 
much damage was resulting. It was at its greatest strength at 
this view. The appearance of the tornado at this place could best 
be compared to an elephant’s probosts, reaching about the ground 
for delicacies. The lower end switched about the ground like the 
evacker of a eattle whip. 

At times the commotion was tremendous, the dark mass taking 
on a look like a fiercely boiling cauldron, scattering itself! as if 
torn by an explosion, and then gathering to pass on for more 
destruction. When at a point almost direetly north of town, the 
grand finale seemed to have taken place. It was a sight to tspire 
awe in any beholder. ‘Phe same form had been maintained to the 
point mentioned, when, of a sudden, the tornado severed its con- 
nection with the overhanging cloud and ina fierce swoop, descended 
to the earth like a flash, pounding the ground it seemed, in one last 
supreme effort. The foree developed in this striking action must 
have been equal to thousands of tons of pressure. 

It has been asked, “Who can paint a ramnbow?” It might he 
asked with equal futility, “Who ean deseribe the tornado?” 
Deseription fails signally in portraving the awfilness of such a 
phenomenon. Tt is quite probable that a better view of a tornado 
was never witnessed than that seen by the people in this section of 


Lee county. The conditions for observation were perfect, and the 
Vol. I—33 
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watchers saw its peculiar actions for about thirty minutes. It is 
caleulated that the dissolution took place at a pomt in Willow 
Creck, for it was not seen afterwards by Lee county people, though 
Byron and Stillman Valley were visited and deaths occurred at 
both places, and points in Wisconsin were damaged. The scientific 
observances have always found that tornadoes in the Mississippi 
valley move in a northeasterly trend, and in case the one which 
passed here did the damage at Byron and Stillman Valley, its 
course would have been changed directly northwest. Such a trend 
has not been known before and it is improbable in this mstanee. 
The presumption is, that in this great cyclonic storm, local tor- 
nadoes originated in different portions of its diameter. 

It is generally understood that a death-dealing storm of the 
nature described, is a cvelone. But this isa mistake. <A cyclone is 
a great stovin of from one hundred to five hundred niles diameter, 
the accompanying winds circulate in one direction in the northern 
part of the storm and in a reverse direction in the southern part, 
whieh causes a disturbance throughout the cyclone and accounts 
for the shifting of the wind before and after the storm has passed. 
During the presence of such a eyelone storm, tornadoes are apt to 
develop. The condition of the weather had not been sultry or of 
a nature which would lead one to expect the presence of a tornade. 
A heavy breeze was blowing all day from the south, but the atmos- 
phere was not oppressive. 


IN THE WAKE 


The evidence of the tornado’s power was traced from a point 
west of Sublette to the home of the widow Peterson, in Willow 
Creek, and the direction was generally northeast, thongh at times, 
it bure almost directly east. There is some difftercnee in opinions, 
as to the point where the storm crossed the C. B. and Q. tracks, 
but it was between Amboy and Shaws. From there it came east- 
ward for several miles until near West Brooklyn, where it veered 
to the northeast. 

The damage reported up to this time will be deseribed, com- 
mencing at Sublette, a louse belonging to a farmer named Hall, 
was destroved. Mrs. Hall is said to be seriously injured. After 
leaving that vicinity nothing of importance occurred until the 
tornado struck the Atkinson homestead, one mile west of the Old 
Berg. My. Lauer lives there. The barn and house are said to 
have been totally demolished, and Mi. Laner was considerably 
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injured thongh not fatally. The next damage ocenrred at yank 
Beemer’s, about a nile north of Wesley Miller's place. His barn 
was overturned; his windimill and tower were blown down. Beem- 
er’s barn contained a number of horses and cattle, but none were 
killed. George and Mrs. Farve, were the next persons to experi- 
ence the terror of being in the path of a destructive tornado. 
They were eating supper and had not observed the approach of 
the stonm until the rear warned them. It was so close that 
they had not time to get into the eellar. This they attempted 
to de, but a suction of wind prevented them from opening the 
eellay door quickly, and in a flash the storm had passed. The 
tornado had seemed to have witnessed their efforts fo eseape to 
a place of safety, and wishing to give them a fair ehanee, con- 
tented itself with whisking off the kitchen, whieh was distributed 
over a large territory. The chieken honse, full of poultry and 
a mimnber of setting hens tost itself in the confusion and has not 
since been located. George also fost a number of rods of wire 
fence. [fis loss amounts to a considerable sun. Ths deg, which 
was chained outside, came back a short time afterwards looking 
like a war veteran. From his appearance George judged he had 
seen lively times. The worst devastation oceenrred on the old 
Jacob Miller farm. Right in this vieinitv are four houses, all 
withina radius of a quarter of aimile: the Dwight Davenport, John 
Andevson, Arthur Wells and Holden Risetter houses, the three lat- 
ter belonging to Thomas Wells, Remington Warriner and Jacob 
Miller. 

The tornado twisted about among this quartet withont doing 
ymueh damage except to the Jacoh Miller house, which it razed in 
the twinkling of an eve. ]Lere occurred the only death im the path 
of the storm. Myr. and Mrs. Frank Chichester were living there 
and did not notice the storm until it was right at hand. Mas. Chi- 
chester took her two-vear old ehild and thev ran to the outside 
eellay door. Before they could reach it the blow descended and 
everything was chaos. The air was full of debris and for a moment 
Eevptian darkness prevailed. Tt all happened in a second. Alby. 
Chichester was buffeted and hivled about and finally dumped into 
the cellar. He was badly dazed fora time and did not fully under- 
stand the extent of the ealamity when he was found by the neigh- 
bors. Mrs. Chichester and the child were discovered in the field, 
about twenty rods south of where the house stood. Many people 
from town started towards the path of the storm early and J. W. 
Mavor and son and W. A. Pratt and others were there in a short 
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time. Mus. Chichester was dead, but the child was alive. They 
were removed to Ma. Harvey Johnson’s house by the sympathetic 
friends. Mus. Chichester was not badly bruised, but her jaw had 
been fractured. 

Her sad death illustrates the uncertainty of life. She had vis- 
ited her mother, Mrs. Frank Hoag, at Hast Paw Paw that day and 
had been at home but fifteen or twenty minntes. She had been 
urged to stop with Mrs. Willian Barringer’on her way home, for 
a short time, as the sky bore a very threatening aspeet when she 
passed Mrs. Barringer’s. It seemed that her fate had been marked 
out. Tler death has caused ereat sorrow and Mia. Chiehester has 
the universal svinpathy of our people in his unfortunate bereave- 
ment. Mo. Chichester’s injrries ave not serious, the principal one 
being a gash on the back part of lis head, which causes him much 
pam. The child, though blown about amongst the flying timbers 
and objects, had a miraculous escape from death and appears but 
hittle harmed. Aside from the loss of his wife, My. Chichester lost 
all of his personal property, which was scattered to the four winds. 
‘he scene of the devastation has been visited by hundreds of peo- 
ple, envious as to the freaks of the tornado, but with delicate feel- 
ings of commiseration for the nulueky vietims. The seene is highly 
illustrative of the force of the rotating storm. The debris is strewn 
about for many rods in all direetions, twisted and broken. Trees 
of venerable age and large proportions are now dismantled mon- 
archs, and reduced to kindling wood. Bed clothing and apparel 
ave seen igh in the branches of the trees left standing. It can 
only be deserthed as a scene of desolation. Most of the neighbors 
retreated to thei cellars on the approach of the storm, but Mr. 
Johnson's hired man saw the destruction from the road, where he 
was standing, undeeided which way to flee. The wheel on Mr. 
Anderson’s windnill was torn off, and Charley Davenport’s side- 
walk was lifted out of its place and deposited in another part of 
the vard. No other damage was done in that vicinity. Mus. Peter- 
son's barn, about one and one-half miles north of Chichester’s, was 
blown to pieces, but no stock was killed. A short distance north of 
here was where the tornado snuttfed itself out. 

Following the path of the storm it would be found that it trav- 
eled between thirty and thirty-five miles in this connty, This storm 
is reported to have killed two women at Olio, a town a few miles 
southavest of Sublette. 

That the loss of life was not greater, is certainly wonderful. 
Tt must be remembered however, that the tomado did not keep 
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close to the ground all the time, in fact but a small part of the dis- 
tanee. The course and action were observed by people all along 
the route, who rather enjoyed watching the unusual sight, but took 
good care to be near places of safety, mto which they might dodge 
in case the course diverged in their direction, but being fearful for 
those whe night be in its zig zag path. It was a sublime spectacle, 
but not one calculated for the anmsement of a liunan bemeg who 
would comprehend the probability of the frightful results. 

Ars. Clichester’s funeral was held this afternoon im the church 
at Kast Paw Paw, at 2 o’clock, Reverend Dolliver preaching. The 
burial service was at South Side cemetery. 

It has been learned that the barn on the Atkinson farm was not 
destroved, though the roof was taken off. 


In 1838 the township and range lines were surveyed, but the 
section lines were not run until the winter of 1842-43. So soon as 
the surveys were completed, preemptions were made promptly 
under the original act of 1841. 

Prior to this time, title was held only by right of occupancy 
and an improvement made was held to be oceupaney votil the 
maker of it night return. 

Many times a claimant had to go long distances to get work to 
subsist on, until he could go alone at his farming. In other instances 
the claimant desired to return to get married. In all such mstances 
the claim was presumed to be respected. Of eourse once ma while 
a claim was jiunped. David A. Towne’s second elaim north of the 
grove was Jumped, but with his well known foreefulness, it needs 
no great imagination to see the trespasser removed rie ef aris, 
as he was. This led to the various mutual protection societies. and 
be it said, they protected, Invariably, 

An instance is given bv Charles Pierce of claim jumping in 
Wvoning. <A settler gave employment to a lad until he could earn 
enough to start for himself. This lad jumped one of lis employ- 
er’s two forties. The committee came to the premises. The lad 
defied them in a set speech from the top of a barrel. The captain 
kicked the barrel from wider him: others produced a rope. The 
voungster then begged for merey and left the country. Ducking 
was employed at times. Floggings too, were used. They all were 
successful. 
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The burial grovnd of the Indians in this vieinity was near the 
sorttheast corner of Paw Paw Grove; something less than an acre. 
The Indian method of burial there is interesting. Some twenty 
of the dead were thus buried: aeh body was placed between two 
halves of a hollow log, which were supported above the ground 
upon posts. Other bodies were buried in the ground. 


a3 * % 


J.C. Heath was the first physician to come to Paw Paw, but 
George S. Hint was the first resident physician. He came in the 
spring of 18544, aud while residing at South Paw Paw, his praetice 
extended to all the settlements. Henry Hndson and James Goble 
Boardman suceeeded him there. 

A. 8. MeIntyre, a name almost forgotten, was another very 
early physician. 

George Ryon, undoubtedly was the leading physician of Wyo- 
ming. He Joeated in Paw Paw in 1850. He was a learned phy- 
sician, There was one thing he could do thoroughly and that 
was practice medicine. Te knew how to eure; he knew how to 
enter a siek room and his commanding presence almost drove away 
an ilIness. He was over six feet tall, but like many another, he 
thought he eould do something else than his chosen profession, 
Detter, 

Through a deadlock in a republiean convention, bis brother-in- 
law, William KE. Ives of Amboy, got him the repnblican nomina- 
tion to fill a vacanev in the Legislative. He was eleeted. He grew 
intimate with Governor Yates and bronght home with him the 
promise of a commission as colonel to raise the Seventy-fifth Regi- 
ment. He went to the war, and at the Perryville fight he was 
charged with sending his troops into the field withont ammunition. 
A cout martial was ordered and he was aequitted. He then 
resigned. In 1858 he was admitted to the har and rather expected 
to practice law. After the war, he conceived the idea that he night 
grow very rich at coal mining. {hn this venture he lost heavily. He 
tried banking in Amboy, and after making some atrocious loans, 
quit. In all he had lost the competeney he had amassed and with 
everything gone, he turned again to medieine, in Ainboy. Practice 
came instantly and he was astonishingly snecessful. When he died 
he left a fine estate for that period. 

W.'T. Sherwood, Thomas Fish and M. IL. Everett followed. 
J. Oliver Stanton, too. Among the later physicians were James TT. 
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Braffet, Thomas Steller and Thomas D. Palmer. The last named 
today has a commanding position in Chicago as a physician. Doe- 
tor Avery is now in Paw Paw, and has assumed a strong position 
there. Fora long while he acted as assistant to Dr. A. W. Chandler 
of Compton. 


THE ELEPHANT 


In 1880, the skeleton of a monster was discovered by L. W. 
Bidwell, in the employ of George Lindsay, exeavating in a slough 
for an ice pond. Its length was twenty-two and one-half feet and 
its height about fifteen or sixteen feet. Its eye socket was about 
the size of a tea cup. The head was about three feet in length; the 
lower jaw twenty-six inches. In this, two teeth remained; one 
twenty-one inches in cienmferenee, the other two inches smaller. 
The upper joint of the hind leg measured four feet four inches 
long and twenty-one inches in cireumference at the knee; from 
there to the ankle joint the measurement was three feet, two inches. 
The foot was about twelve inches high. The backbone and ribs 
were well preserved, some of the ribs measuring six inches in cir- 
cumference. 


EAST PAW PAW 


East Paw Paw, though partially in DeKalb county, was con- 
nected by such inseparable ties that it cannot justly be divided here. 
Some of the items already related, were indigenous to Delalb 
connty soil; but interlocked with Lee county, they alwavs have been 
associated with the latter and always will be. 

William Rogers reached there about 1836, the first man. He 
was a great gambler. After buying part of the Ogee section, he 
sold it piece meal. Subsequently he went to Dixon; run the West- 
ern tavern; then he went to the Mexiean war; then to California. 
He probably was the widest known man who ever lived in Lee 
county. In 1877, when he came back, John Wentworth of Chicago, 
and others banqueted him. 

Charles Morgan settled immediately west in 1836. He lived 
here until about 1850. 

Of course we must not forget Job Alcott, who came in 1836. He 
joined Morgan on the east. 

Along the county line, north of the Chicago road from Rogers, 
Bailey Breese from Morristown, New Jersey, settled in the fall of 
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1840. He bought from Rogers a quarter section. Part of the vil- 
lage was platted on his land. His house was the seeond built on the 
town site. 

At one time when Breese had $400 in eash he was offered forty 
acres of land near the Bulls Head tavern near Chieago ; but Rogers 
persnaded him to buy more land and he bought from Rogers... He 
was a cousin of Judge Sidney Breese. He died in 1859, 

Jaeob Wiriek came along in 1842 or 1848 and bought out Wil- 
ham Rogers. A tavern was on the place and he run it awhile. He 
later moved to the southeast part of the village. 

In Ohio he was converted to Mormonism, removed to Nauvoo; 
thenee to Missouri; lost his property and later by leaving the for- 
tunes of that sect, he regained a fortune. 

Wiram Gates came in 1845, bought out Mead and settled down. 
He had been a eireus proprietor. He was believed to be a copart- 
ner of counterfeiters and horse thieves, and while never caught with 
the goods, the goods were fonnd suspielously near, more than onee, 
and thieves were canght at his plaee. 

At one time he owned 600 acres of land. He built a fine estab- 
lishment for the tine. Ilis house cost about three thousand dol- 
lars. One day it burned down and he never recovered any 
insuvanee. 

He entered mercantile life in East Paw Paw. Onee he brought 
$12,000 worth of goods to the place, to be disposed of fraudulently, 
as has been said. Before the goods reached there, the settlers sent 
a party to the seene and required lim and a son, who had means, 
to indorse for the son who onginally had bought them. Unable to 
meet the notes at maturity, the goods were seized and Bogus Gates’ 
career was at an end. 

The first store was opened by Charles Howard in 1847. This 
stock subsequently was moved to East Comers (Kast Paw Paw), 
and sold tou Sherborn Gates. Tn 1849, S. B. Warren bought the 
store and James Little entered as a partner. 

The postoffice was established in 1850 and Andrew Breese was 
made postinaster, 

Hleazer Darby IeMoyne settled there before 1845. 

Old Spartan Lodge, No. 272, Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, is the parent of five other lodges, Shabbona, of Earlville; 
Anchor, of Paw Paw; Fidelia, of Steward; Fertile, of Shabbona; 
and Trimuph, of Melngin’s Grove. Tt was organized Mareh 31, 
1859. 
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SOUTH PAW PAW 


South Paw Paw, on the Delxalb county line in section 24, is 
move a small collection of houses than a village, a Methodist Epis- 
copal church, a cemetery and a few private houses. 

John Ploss, who settled there in the spring of 1835, was the 
first settler. LEber St. John bought his claim when he left to return 
to Michigan, and when Deacon Orlando Boardman reached there 
in 1840, he bought the claim. 

Deacon Israel Hallock came there in 1840, 

Ralph Atherton, from Massachusetts, came in 1544, a shoe- 
maker. 

Dr. George 8. Hunt, was the first regular phvsician. He located 
there in the spring of 1844. 

Deacon Daniel Pine, who lived to be almost a lnindred, came 
there in 1845. 

David R. Town, son of Russel] Town, came to Wyoming at the 
age of ten, in 1835. THe went in 1848 to California, across the plains, 
in the Government service. 

Timothy Goble, from the Wyoming valley in Pennsylvania, 
came to this Wyoming in 1845. 

In the year 1838 Rev. Caleb Morris, Naney, Caleb and Isacher 
Robinson, Betsey and Lydia Town, organized a Methodist class 
here. Caleb Robinson was made leader and steward and acted as 
such until 1858. 

In 1848 the South Paw Paw Union Sabbath School was organ- 
ized in the schoolhouse, with C. M. Diekinson as supermtendent. 


THE RAILROAD 


Like Amboy and Brooklyn, Wyoming bonded herself to help 
build the Rock River railroad, from Rock Falls eastward. 

Thirty-four legal voters and tax payers petitioned to have 
ealled a special election to vote on the proposition to issue $50,000 
in bonds for the purpose. John Harding, town clerk, issued the 
eall, and on Sept. 22, 1869, the election was held, 142 votes were cast 
in favor of the bonds and 62 against. The eastern terminal was 
to be Calumet and on that understanding many voted affirmatively 
who would have opposed the issue, otherwise. It terminated at 
Shabbona. 

On June 19, 1872, Isaac Edwards, the contractor, finished the 
line to Paw Paw and Mr. Edwards and his men were banqueted. 
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At once, after finishing, the line was leased to the Chicago, Bur- 
lington and Quincy. 

Injunctions were issued and the matter was litigated by James 
K. Edsall, for the town. On his election, as attorney-general, 
Judge John V. Eustace pushed the suit, but in the end the bonds 
had to be paid and now that the road is done, who shall say, he 
would do without the road? 

Another branch of the Burlington, rims from Paw Paw south- 
easterly. 


PAW PAW OF TODAY 


A little older, but the Paw Paw of the early day just the same. 
In point of vears many may be classed advanced, but in all the 
delightful ways of life they are young. A constant sunlight is 
reflected from Paw Paw. 

Here are the LaPortes of 1838, just over the line for so many 
years. The ouly difference between those who lived over in Paw 
Paw township and those living in Paw Paw village, Wyoming 
township is one generation. Alonzo LaPorte, the father who died 
at eighty-one some time ago, was not more than eighteen in spirit. 
Frank A. LaPorte, James H. LaPorte, Mrs. Lillian Nisbet and 
Mrs. Lueie Herrick, children of Alonzo, all live here yet and 
endowed as they are with plenty, it is improbable that they ever 
will change their residences. 

For many vears James H. LaPorte was engaged in the gen- 
eral merchandising business and aside from large ownerships else- 
where, he made money rapidly. A few years ago, desiring to get 
out into the open air more and enjoy the sights afforded out in 
the world, he closed out his business and now Frank LaPorte Ed- 
wards, grandson of Alonzo LaPorte is installed in business in 
the same stove. 

But James could not stand idleness. He opened a real estate 
office and he enjoys a very suecessful business in that line. Loans 
upon real estate too are negotiated by him. A large number of 
valuable farms have been sold by him in Lee and DeKalb counties. 

Frank LaPorte oversees his farming interests in DeKalb 
county and Towa and that of itself keeps him busy. 

From James LaPorte T found my information about the values 
of lands at present in Wyoming. The average price per acre is 
$175 and the average rental is $7 per acre. But most of the farms 
in this township are rented on shares. 
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Charles W. McMillan is a very active and successful real estate 
man. Within the past vear he has sold a large number of farms 
in this township and Willow Creek. Mr. MeMillan does a large 
insurance business as well. S.A. Wright and Ed. P. Fleming too, 
are very successful real estate men. Paw Paw is a center for 
big deals and these firms prosper. 

Among the professional gentlemen of Wyoming, is Mr. C. F. 
Preston, the attorney who long has been a resident of the village 
of Paw Paw. By common consent he is conceded to have the 
largest and best paying legal business in Lee county. The village 
is so sitrated that three connties are tributary tu Preston, and 
from those three counties, Mr. Preston draws. His probate prac- 
tice is one of the largest in the down state counties. This may 
seein incredible, but so it is. As a professional man Ma. Preston 
stands very high. Many attempts have been made to live him into 
running for office, but all to ne purpose. Beyond a doubt were he 
to permit the use of his name to his party, the democratic, he 
wight win; but sensibly enough be refuses steadily. 

The physicians and surgeons of Paw Paw are W. ML. Avery. 
the associate of Doctor Chandler at the Compton hospital, T. H. 
Stetler and J. R. Crowell. J.B. Daugherty isa D. D. 8S. and It. L. 
Von Oblen, has established himself in a fine business in Paw Paw, 
as a veterinary surgeon. S. M. Bennett also is a veterinary sur- 
geon. These medical gentlemen enjoy practice far into the two 
adjeining counties. In fact it may be repeated that Paw Paw 
always was singularly fortunate with its doctors. 

Unusual for the small town, Paw Paw has a fine greenhouse 
of which J. J. Bennett is the proprietor. His greenhouses have a 
demand for every bloom it ean supply. 

My. C. C. Faber bevond doubt enjoys one of the best trades in 
meats in Lee county. Not so very long ago, he was requested to 
ship clear back to Virginia, some of the meats of his preparing. 
Here, too, is a fine example of doing things down to date. Mr. 
Faber’s market attracts people from those same three counties. 
We have seen in so many small villages how diffieult it is to main- 
tain a first-class market. Ma. Faber never has been confronted 
with that feature of the meat trade. He has large interest in 
lands up in Minnesota. The grain elevator of Frank E. Guffin 
and J. W. Banks, known to the trade as Warner and Guffin, does 
a very large business, not only in the shipment of grain, but in the 
sale of coal, and seeds and those kindred commodities which go 
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with them. Last vear over 250,000 bushels of grain were shipped 
from this village and by this company alone. The proprietors own 
the elevator at Compton, just to the west and between both cleva- 
tors these gentlemen have one of the best businesses. 

Paw Paw is splendidly supplied with hotels and restaurants 
The Detamore House is one and Mrs. E. M. Ransom is proprietor ; 
the other is the Commmereial Touse and Dallas McLaughlin is the 
proprietor, These two hotels stand side by side just to show that 
neither dislikes having rivals in business. Besides the hotels, 
there are Iimeh rooms kept by Thomas Harper and Fred Gehl- 
fuss. The latter keeps a full line of faney groceries besides. C. 
M. Cabbs sells cigars and confectionery and in connection with 
his grocery trade, H. R. Town sells confeetionery and ice cream. 
Thus it may be seen that he who hungers ean find no legitimate 
excuse for going hunery. 

Paw Paw is the center of a large amount of building and to 
eave for it, the village is especially well provided. Arthur 8. 
Wells pays most of his attention to things built of cement and he 
is without doubt one of the best posted men in Lee county on 
cement and what may be done with it. 

At a recent meeting of the board of supervisors of whieh he 
long has been a member, he was made superintendent of highways 
for Lee county at a salary of $2,000. 

Harry Prentice, E. J. Valentine, J. O. Morrow, H. G. Beach 
and ©, C. Smith are contractors and builders. The telephone sys- 
tem which serves Paw Paw is the Northern Winois Telephone 
Company which has headquarters at Sandwich. 

Paw Paw is well cared for so far as lighting is eoneerned. The 
Paw Paw Electric Light Plant owned by Beemer Bros., composed 
of the brothers, J. J. and Tarrison Beemer, have but lately estab- 
lished a plant here. Since opening for business the village is as 
well lighted as any other in the state. 

1. HL. Breese is the hardware man. This stove also cares for 
tin work and phinhbing. 

The postoffiee is managed ina very superioy manner. Wilbur 
Woods, son of A. N. Woods, was assistant for a long while before 
his recent appointment, the first appointment of postmaster in the 
county. Mis. Verma Woods is assistant. 

The firm of J. M. Beale and Co. has been established here for a 
long while. Thev send their output to alnost every state in the 
Union. Brick and drain tile ave made by them in large quantities. 
Over at West Brooklyn they have another braneh plant. 
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There are two very large general stores, one owned by Edwards 
and Case and the other by Chaffee and Faber. These two stores 
are large, and the stocks are very large and selected with especial 
care for the trade of that locality. In fact they are much larger 
than the average village store. The store that I am most familiar 
with, the one of Edwards and Case has made four generations 
wealthy. 

Pratt & Hartwell carry a full line of jewelry, silverware and 
ehina. The drug, paint, oil, medicine, toilet articles and school 
book trade is very well provided for by Wilbur A. Pratt. 

Hicks Brothers are the clothing dealers. 

L. C. Coss and F. J. Adams are the barbers. W. IL. Smith is 
the undertaker and in connection he handles a full line of furniture, 
carpets, rugs, curtains and paints and oils. Closely identified as a 
kindred business is the Williams & Henry establishment. These 
gentlemen are extensive painters, paper hangers and decorators, 

Paw Paw has 800 inhabitants and being 1m hne for all the down 
to date features which go with 800 people, she has a first class 
“‘Tavie Theatre.” @. J. Fl. Hackanan is proprictor of that. The 
movies and oeeasional vaudeville are put up here in the latest 
fashion. 

The Beemer Brothers who run the electiie hght plant are pro- 
prietors also of the Paw Paw garage and it may as well be said at 
this point that this township of Wyoming owns and operates eighty 
automobiles and almost every business man in Paw Paw and many 
of the women own automobiles. 

The Lee County Times is the only newspaper in Paw Paw and 
it enjovs a splendid patronage both in circulation and in job work, 
lid F. Guffin, chairman of the republican county committee, is the 
owner and editor of it. [ts history is quite fully noticed in another 
colunin. J am indebted to Mr. Guffin to a very large extent for 
facts obtained whieh went into this history. He and Mx. J. U1. 
LaPorte approached every business proprietor and obtained the 
facts needed to make this chapter. Moreover, Ma. Guffin loaned 
me several cupies of his tiles from which to derive facts I needed 
very much. I desire to thank him for his kindness, right here. 
His offiee turns out some of the best job work in the counts and the 
paper turns out some of the best reading matter to he found. The 
paper is verv ably edited. From these and the geologically added 
fact, My. Cuffin’s office is one of the most profitable offices in the 
eounty. Paw Paw is singularly fortunate in its tributary country. 
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But Paw Paw is still more fortunate in possessing the business 
people who know how to handle it. 

Fred Henry is proprietor of the boot and shoe store and he 
also handles the repairing for the conniunity. 

S. Baker is the proprietor of a flour and feed store. Julius 
Schamberger is a merehant tailor. R. L. Tarr has a large agn- 
cultural implement house. Clemons Bros. operate a very large 
shoeing and blacksmithing business. Another one is earried on 
over at Compton. 

Wayne Pierce operates the North Side Billiard Parlor. 

Nen C. Mitchell is proprietor of a millinery store. A. L. 
Coakes repairs and tunes pianos and organs. Snow Brothers is 
another firm. Harper & Strovan are proprietors of the livery, 
feed and sale business. J. W. Mayor has the harness and blanket 
store. Begimming with the hay that the farm anunals eat, we find 
FF. Flewellin, the hay dealer. For vears Wyoming township pro- 
duced some of the best pure bred horses and cattle one might find. 
J. W. Larabee has a large herd of red polled eattle with which he 
has met great suecess at the various fairs. 

J. W. Lambkin has gathered around him a splendid herd of 
pure bred Herefords. In making lis selections, he has seeured the 
best aninials both on blood lines and individual merit. This has 
been the home of Herefords for half a century, but Ma. Lambkin 
has assembled the best herd of all that period. 

J.T. Epla is proprietor of the West Side Stock Farm. He 
raises and trains and drives fast horses. I should like to stop 
and talk a little while about the fine horses whieh have been de- 
veloped by Paw Paw men, but it cannot be done. 

George W. Frey & Co. are large buyers of poultry and eges. 
Mr. M. 1). Warren is the manager. F. R. Mead is proprietor of 
the Paw Paw dairy. My. J. C. Miller long has been a successful 
horse buver. Ite buys and ships for market. 

D. L. Hartwell has a jewelry shop at whieh watches and jewelry 
are repaired, 

There are three chiurehes here at present: the Methodist, Rev. 
O. 1. Canfield, pastor; First Presbyterian, Rey. C. M.eMiller, 
pastor; and the Baptist, Rev. J. B. Martine, pastor. There ave 
three cemeteries in Wyoming township—Wvoming, Harding and 
Cottage Pll. 

The Pogue Brothers Lamber Company, dealers in coal, lumber, 
lath and building material, have an office here. Besides they are 


HISTORY OF LEE COUNTY 35 


engaged in business at Hinekley, and at Waterman over in Delalb 
county. . 

G. C. Sehveck has a large blacksnuthing and horseshocing busi- 
ness. 

In commenting on the postoffice it was my plan to state the 
business of this well managed office. The number of outgoing 
pieces of mail, first class, for one year were 100,000; the number 
of second class, 6,000; the number of third elass, 2,000; the 
nuinber of pareels post, ,500. The record of the inconiing is as fol- 
lows: First class pieces, 80,000 ; second class, 75,000 ; third, 45,000; 
parcels post, 7,000. The tote! receipts for the year were 
$2,600. This volume indieates plainer than words the amount of 
business the village does. 

Paw Paw has a right to be proud of her sehools. It holds one 
of the best buildings m the county. W. C. Duff is the superin- 
tendent; Mis. W. C. Suft is prinetpal; Miss Elizabeth Turner 
is assistant principal. A four-year course is taught in the high 
school. Besides there are four rooms in each of whieh two grades 
are taught. In the first or primary grade there are today nineteen 
pupils, eight bovs and eleven guls; m the second grade there are 
five boys and six gitls. Miss Erma Lowrey teaches these two 
grades. Grade three has nine boys and six girls. Grade four 
has eleven hovs and nine girls. Miss Gertie Smith teaches these 
two grades. Grade tive has six boys and eight girls. Sixth grade 
has six boys and twelve girls. Miss Avis Adams teaches these 
two grades. In the high school for the first vear there are five boys 
and nine girls. In the sevond vear there are eight boys and seven 
gis. In the third vear there six boys and six girls. In the last 
vear there are five bovs and eight girls. Total enrollment, 175. 

Paw Paw isa great village for lodge work. Anchor lodge 510, 
TO], Fis 2 very lavee order, Its officers are H. 11. Row- 
land, N. G.; F. A. LaPorte, V. G.; E. J. Kirk, Reeording secre- 
tary; D. R. MeLaughhn, financial secaetarv; A. C. MeBride, 
treasurer; D. R. McLaughlin, official examiner, instruetor and 
representative to the Grand Lodge. 

Onicers of Paw Paw Kucampuicnt are KH. J. Kirk, CP ClCc. 
Vorbelhl. Peek. Le Waits. Wae-G.-C. scivock. J, 44 ek 
MeLaughlin, Seribe: Albert N. Woods, Treasurer; L. A. Coss, rep- 
resentative to the Grand Eneampment; D. R. MeLaughlin, official 
examiner and instructor. 

Officers of Paw Paw Rehekah Lodge 264 are Mis. A. R. Kelley. 
NN, Cr; Bis, Fred Lilly, ¥. ¢.:aMlnes Vida Radley. F. 8. -aailics. 
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R. L. Tarr, treasurer; Mrs. M. D. Warren, representative to the 
Rebekah Assembly. 

Officers of Paw Paw Camp 4453, R. N. A., are Lula Rosen- 
krans, Oracle; Nettie Fightmaster, Vice Oracle; Jessie Barstow, 
Chancellor; Lettie G. Hyde, Recorder; Grace Baker, Receiver; 
Grace Rogers, Marshal; Mittie Lilly, I. S.; A. M. Carnahan, Man- 
ager 1; Florence Clemons, 2; Rose Hammond, 3; Wilbur M. 
Avery, physician. 

Officers of the M. W. A. are A. M. Carnahan, Consul; F. D. 
Rogers, Adviser; Byron Rosenkrans, Banker; George E. Hyde, 
Clerk; Willis Hinke, Escort; W. T. Fightmaster, Watchman; 
Frank Ambler, Sentry; Dr. W. M. Avery, physician; F. D. 
Rogers, B. F. Ambler and W. T. Fightmaster, board of managers. 

Officers of Corinthian Lodge 205, A. F. & A. M., are C. F. 
Preston, W. M.; EH. N. Gibbs, 8. W.; A. C. MeBride, treasurer; 
H. L, @ase, secretary; I’. J. Adams, S. D.; G. A. Kamer, J. D.; 
Charles Gibbs, marshal; J. C. Shamberger, chaplain; Dallas 
McLaughlin, 8. 8.; E. P. Fleming, J. 8S. 

Officers of Foster Chapter 331, O. E. S., are Bertha Wheeler, 
W. AL; Ed F. Guffin, W. P.; Alice Ramer, A. M.; Libbie Stetler, 
treasurer; E. Maude Pogue, secretary; Addie Guffin, Conductor; 
Josephine Pratt, A. C.; May Pierce, warder; Frank Wheeler, 
sentry; Lillian Hammond, chaplain: Bertha Mills, Ada; Marv 
Hartwell, Ruth; Stella Case, Esther; Pearl Crowell, Martha; 
Helena Clemons, Hlecta. 

The State Bank of Paw Paw is one of the strongest banks in 
the state. In a little village of 800 this bank on October 30 made 
a statement which totaled $416,253.31. But more than this: its 
stockholders are men of sueh business strength, that were they 
ealled to pay the last depositor and to the last cent, thev could do 
it without very much effort. Just a little while ago, Mr. J. B. 
MeBride, the vice president, died. He was one of the biggest of 
all our big Lee county men. He had led a long and quiet life in 
Paw Paw. Ife had been generous and public spirited. When his 
estate was inventoried a short while ago it footed $180,000, and 
but a few years ago he divided between his children, so T am told, 
a large fortune. All made in Paw Paw. ‘The cash reserve held 
in this bauk runs all the wav from 35 to 60 per cent. The hank 
enjovs the comfortable distinetion of being able to take any good 
loan that comes along. Tf a certain reserve was desired, several 
stockholders could make the loan out of their own funds. It’s a 
wonderful bank, 
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In 1882 this bank was founded by M. M. Morse and P. C. Ran- 
som under the name of ‘‘Union Bank.’ A couple of years later, 
Mr. Ransom retired. In 1886, B. J. Wheeler and Teal Swarthout, 
who were partners known as B. J. Wheeler & Co., bought the bank 
and continued it under the name of the Union bank. This firm 
continued the business until 1901 when the partners, with others 
organized the present State Bank with a capital of $25,000, which 
capital was increased to $40,000. _ 

In 1902 the First National Bank was organized, but during 
the same year the banks eonsolidated and increased the capital 
of the present bank to $50,000. The officers and directors who 
direct its affairs are: President, B. J. Wheeler; A. C. McBride, 
cashier; Frank Wheeler, assistant cashier; all of whom are direc- 
tors besides 8S. B. Miller, W. M. Goble, W. T. Chaffee and J. H. 
LaPorte. The surplus is $15,000. 


Vol. I-34 


http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found 


http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found 


SAUK VALLEY CC LIBRARY 
y | 
\ 


WTI 


| | 
Bio ie 


Stevens 103509 


History of Lee 
County Tiilanows 


" : AM ALAS fe 
} Titec tara 


ee Gua HA Tas | t 
eI http://stores,ebay.com/Aneestry-Found 


as 
— 
SS 


By j df " . d, Viti: 


